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5-27-26 BEHOLD THY GODS.
The Words in italics are my comments.
Other references Strong’s concordance unless indicated otherwise.
I KINGS 12:
28 Whereupon the king took counsel, and made two calves of gold, and said unto them, It is too much for you to go up to Jerusalem: behold thy gods, O Israel, which brought thee up out of the land of Egypt.

It does not matter how God shows Himself and how great his power is shown toward a people it would seem they want to believe in what they see rather than an invisible God.

Human minds soon forget the deliverance of God and begin to look to another source.

EXODUS 32:
1 And when the people saw that Moses delayed to come down out of the mount, the people gathered themselves together unto Aaron, and said unto him, Up, make us gods, which shall go before us; for as for this Moses, the man that brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we wot not what is become of him.
EXODUS 32
4 And he received them at their hand, and fashioned it with a graving tool, after he had made it a molten calf: and they said, These be thy gods, O Israel, which brought thee up out of the land of Egypt.

God will allow people to have the desires of their heart if they request it but then they reap what they have sowed.   Any person may desire things that may not be the will of God, but a Christian does not request anything that would not be the will of God.

PSALM 78:
17 And they sinned yet more against him by provoking the most High in the wilderness.
18 And they tempted God in their heart by asking meat for their lust.
PSALM 106:
15 And he gave them their request; but sent leanness into their soul.

People then and now desire a God that is fashioned after a social acceptance or after the imagination of their own heart.
JEREMIAH 7
23 But this thing commanded I them, saying, Obey my voice, and I will be your God, and ye shall be my people: and walk ye in all the ways that I have commanded you, that it may be well unto you.
24 But they hearkened not, nor inclined their ear, but walked in the counsels and in the imagination of their evil heart, and went backward, and not forward.
25 Since the day that your fathers came forth out of the land of Egypt unto this day I have even sent unto you all my servants the prophets, daily rising up early and sending them:
26 Yet they hearkened not unto me, nor inclined their ear, but hardened their neck: they did worse than their fathers.

The voice of God is what we are given to obey either by the law and prophets of the Old Testament for Israel or the scriptures of the New Testament for the believer.

I believe God can and will speak to us directly in our hearts or by another person or by vision or even an audible voice, but it will never contradict the scripture.

Even if a person believes in the true God, they will still create other Gods to fuel their desires.

Laban heard from the true God but was upset when his gods were stolen.  

GENESIS 31:
29 It is in the power of my hand to do you hurt: but the God of your father spake unto me yesternight, saying, Take thou heed that thou speak not to Jacob either good or bad.
30 And now, though thou wouldest needs be gone, because thou sore longedst after thy father's house, yet wherefore hast thou stolen my gods?

We could possibly see the insanity of some of the Old Testament idols and gods which any reasonable person would reject but people follow the customs and social trends of the day they live in.
ISAIAH 44:
14 He heweth him down cedars, and taketh the cypress and the oak, which he strengtheneth for himself among the trees of the forest: he planteth an ash, and the rain doth nourish it.
15 Then shall it be for a man to burn: for he will take thereof, and warm himself; yea, he kindleth it, and baketh bread; yea, he maketh a god, and worshippeth it; he maketh it a graven image, and falleth down thereto.
16 He burneth part thereof in the fire; with part thereof he eateth flesh; he roasteth roast, and is satisfied: yea, he warmeth himself, and saith, Aha, I am warm, I have seen the fire:
17 And the residue thereof he maketh a god, even his graven image: he falleth down unto it, and worshippeth it, and prayeth unto it, and saith, Deliver me; for thou art my god.
18 They have not known nor understood: for he hath shut their eyes, that they cannot see; and their hearts, that they cannot understand.
19 And none considereth in his heart, neither is there knowledge nor understanding to say, I have burned part of it in the fire; yea, also I have baked bread upon the coals thereof; I have roasted flesh, and eaten it: and shall I make the residue thereof an abomination? shall I fall down to the stock of a tree?
20 He feedeth on ashes: a deceived heart hath turned him aside, that he cannot deliver his soul, nor say, Is there not a lie in my right hand?
ISAIAH 28:
9 Whom shall he teach knowledge? and whom shall he make to understand doctrine? them that are weaned from the milk, and drawn from the breasts.
10 For precept must be upon precept, precept upon precept; line upon line, line upon line; here a little, and there a little:
11 For with stammering lips and another tongue will he speak to this people.
12 To whom he said, This is the rest wherewith ye may cause the weary to rest; and this is the refreshing: yet they would not hear.
13 But the word of the LORD was unto them precept upon precept, precept upon precept; line upon line, line upon line; here a little, and there a little; that they might go, and fall backward, and be broken, and snared, and taken.
14 Wherefore hear the word of the LORD, ye scornful men, that rule this people which is in Jerusalem.
15 Because ye have said, We have made a covenant with death, and with hell are we at agreement; when the overflowing scourge shall pass through, it shall not come unto us: for we have made lies our refuge, and under falsehood have we hid ourselves:
16 Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD, Behold, I lay in Zion for a foundation a stone, a tried stone, a precious corner stone, a sure foundation: he that believeth shall not make haste.

Ever false doctrine built around religious group is an attempt to make a covenant with death.

There are two words translated as precept.

Precept:  6673   tsav    {tsav} or tsav {tsawv}   command, ordinance, oracle (meaning dubious) used in mocking mimicry of Isaiah's words and thus not a true divine command.
Stammering lips:   3934   la'eg    {law-ayg'}mocking

I CORINTHIANS 14:
20 Brethren, be not children in understanding: howbeit in malice be ye children, but in understanding be men. 
21 In the law it is written, With men of other tongues and other lips will I speak unto this people; and yet for all that will they not hear me, saith the Lord.

In the law not the prophet.

DEUTERONOMY 28:
49 The LORD shall bring a nation against thee from far, from the end of the earth, as swift as the eagle flieth; a nation whose tongue thou shalt not understand;
50 A nation of fierce countenance, which shall not regard the person of the old, nor shew favour to the young:
ACTS 2:
16 But this is that which was spoken by the prophet Joel; 


ACTS 2:
17 And it shall come to pass in the last days, saith God, I will pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh: and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams: 
18 And on my servants and on my handmaidens I will pour out in those days of my Spirit; and they shall prophesy:
ISAIAH 29
13 Wherefore the Lord said, Forasmuch as this people draw near me with their mouth, and with their lips do honour me, but have removed their heart far from me, and their fear toward me is taught by the precept of men:

Precept: 4687   mitsvah    {mits-vaw'}   commandment	

The people of Israel at least the majority went from believing in the one God to complete idolatry from Saul to Jeroboam. And worshiping the two calves until Israel was carried away captive.

God had given them His Word by the Law and sent prophets to point them to the law and true worship.

The true church born at Pentecost has never failed as promised by our Lord.

HEBREWS 8:
5 Who serve unto the example and shadow of heavenly things, as Moses was admonished of God when he was about to make the tabernacle: for, See, saith he, that thou make all things according to the pattern shewed to thee in the mount. 
6 But now hath he obtained a more excellent ministry, by how much also he is the mediator of a better covenant, which was established upon better promises. 
7 For if that first covenant had been faultless, then should no place have been sought for the second. 
8 For finding fault with them, he saith, Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah: 
9 Not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in the day when I took them by the hand to lead them out of the land of Egypt; because they continued not in my covenant, and I regarded them not, saith the Lord. 
10 For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, saith the Lord; I will put my laws into their mind, and write them in their hearts: and I will be to them a God, and they shall be to me a people: 
11 And they shall not teach every man his neighbour, and every man his brother, saying, Know the Lord: for all shall know me, from the least to the greatest. 
12 For I will be merciful to their unrighteousness, and their sins and their iniquities will I remember no more.
There is a doctrine about Israel is now the church there is not scripture for that but there is scripture that the true church is of the tribe of Judah.

HEBREWS 7:
14 For it is evident that our Lord sprang out of Juda; of which tribe Moses spake nothing concerning priesthood.

Juda: Hebrew:  3063   Yhuwdah    {yeh-hoo-daw'}  the tribe descended from Judah the son of Jacob
EPHESIANS 5
30 For we are members of his body, of his flesh, and of his bones.
ISAIAH 65
9 And I will bring forth a seed out of Jacob, and out of Judah an inheritor of my mountains: and mine elect shall inherit it, and my servants shall dwell there.
MATTHEW 12:
50 For whosoever shall do the will of my Father which is in heaven, the same is my brother, and sister, and mother.
EPHESIANS 5
30 For we are members of his body, of his flesh, and of his bones.
MATTHEW 16:
18 And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.
19 And I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.

Hell:  3) later use of this word: the grave, death Orcus, the nether world, the realm of the dead
REVELATION 1:
18 I am he that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive for evermore, Amen; and have the keys of hell and of death.

The gates of hell is not something that people are caught up and fall into, but it is a prison that every person is born into by death.

ROMANS 5:
12 Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so, death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned:

Most religion is an instrument of Satan that keeps them locked out of salvation by misconstruing the true gate.
LUKE 13:
24 Strive to enter in at the strait gate: for many, I say unto you, will seek to enter in, and shall not be able.
JOHN 10:
1 Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that entereth not by the door into the sheepfold, but climbeth up some other way, the same is a thief and a robber.

The only way to enter that gate or door is by a spiritual revelation as God will put His Word in your heart and it will be more than a commandment of man.

That only happens if you hear the gospel Paul preached.

GALATIANS 1:
8 But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than that which we have preached unto you, let him be accursed. 
9 As we said before, so say I now again, If any man preach any other gospel unto you than that ye have received, let him be accursed.
I CORINTHIANS 15
1 Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the gospel which I preached unto you, which also ye have received, and wherein ye stand; 
2 By which also ye are saved, if ye keep in memory what I preached unto you, unless ye have believed in vain. 
3 For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, how that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures; 
4 And that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the scriptures:

From that point on the Holy Ghost which is promised to every believer will lead and guide to all truth.
ROMANS 8
14 For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God. 
15 For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father.
II TIMOTHY 2:
13 If we believe not, yet he abideth faithful: he cannot deny himself.
JOHN 16:
13 Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew you things to come.

According to scripture faith comes by hearing.

ROMANS 10:
14 How then shall they call on him in whom they have not believed? and how shall they believe in him of whom they have not heard? and how shall they hear without a preacher? 
15 And how shall they preach, except they be sent? as it is written, How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good things! 
16 But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For Esaias saith, Lord, who hath believed our report? 
17 So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.

The Holy Ghost will hear what is preached if it is scripture, it will become a revelation or faith to you which is a promise.
I JOHN 2:
27 But the anointing which ye have received of him abideth in you, and ye need not that any man teach you: but as the same anointing teacheth you of all things, and is truth, and is no lie, and even as it hath taught you, ye shall abide in him. 
28 And now, little children, abide in him; that, when he shall appear, we may have confidence, and not be ashamed before him at his coming. 
29 If ye know that he is righteous, ye know that every one that doeth righteousness is born of him.

Only your faith can make you righteous.

ROMANS 4:
5 But to him that worketh not, but believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for righteousness.
ROMANS 4:
9 Cometh this blessedness then upon the circumcision only, or upon the uncircumcision also? for we say that faith was reckoned to Abraham for righteousness. 
10 How was it then reckoned? when he was in circumcision, or in uncircumcision? Not in circumcision, but in uncircumcision. 
11 And he received the sign of circumcision, a seal of the righteousness of the faith which he had yet being uncircumcised: that he might be the father of all them that believe, though they be not circumcised; that righteousness might be imputed unto them also:

Imputed:  3049   logizomai    {log-id'-zom-ahee} to take into account, to make an account of; metaph. to pass to one's account, to impute, a thing is reckoned as or to be something, i.e. as availing for or equivalent to something, as having the like force and weight.

ROMANS 4:
6 Even as David also describeth the blessedness of the man, unto whom God imputeth righteousness without works,
LUKE 22:
37 For I say unto you, that this that is written must yet be accomplished in me, And he was reckoned among the transgressors: for the things concerning me have an end.


II CORINTHIANS 5:
21 For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him.
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PAUL'S ASSURANCE
In Rom. 8:33 Paul asked, "Who can or will lay anything to the charge of God's elect?" WILL GOD? NO! It is God who justified us. Will God bring us before Him in judgment? No! It is God who acquits us. Then in Verse 34 He asked, "Who is there to condemn us?" WILL CHRIST? To whom the Father hath committed all judgment (John 5:22). WILL CHRIST? By whom the Father will judge the world. Will Christ condemn us? NO! It is Christ, the Messiah, "Who died for us, and who was raised from the dead, who is even at the right hand of God, who also makes intercession for us." HE WILL NOT CONDEMN US! Then WHO SHALL CHARGE, CONDEMN, OR SEPARATE US FROM HIS LOVE? NO ONE! If God be for us, who can be against us? Christ, beloved, is our confidence, our hope and assurance. He that believeth on Him shall never be put to shame (Isaiah 28:16; Rom 9:33; 10:11)!  
Henry T. Mahan 
WHO CAN CHARGE US?
Here is what every believer knows from the testimony of Holy Scripture and from the experience and conviction of his own heart (John 16:8-11). We know, recognize and confess the problem and plague of our own heart, is sin (Rom. 3:9-12; 5:12). But thank God, we also know the solution for sin, Christ and Him crucified (1 Cor. 2:2), Christ our propitiation for sin (Rom. 3:25). Christ Jesus crucified (Rom. 4:25), the Substitute (2 Cor.5:21), Surety (Heb.7:22), Satisfaction (1John 4:10) and Saviour (Matt. 1:21) is our only answer to every just charge against us, “Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God’s elect? It is God that justifieth. Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is even at the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us.” (Rom. 8:33-34
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
One who is born of God has the Lord as his portion and inheritance (Rom. 8:16-17). He is thankful for who he is and what he has; for in Christ he has "all things" that are worth having. Having food and clothing and believing friends, he is content. He brought nothing into this world and will carry nothing out. Earthly possessions, honors, and property have no value after death; but to be forgiven of sin and alive in Christ is the highest prize and glory. As soon as a person really learns, believes, and embraces the grace of Christ, like Moses, "He esteems even the reproach of Christ greater than the riches of this world." But they that seek after riches and worldly honor fall into many temptations, which drown men in destruction and misery. This craving for the world's wealth and approval has caused many to depart from the faith and pierce themselves through with many sorrows (I Tim. 6:6-10).   Henry T. Mahan 


