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6-17-26 Beware of Men, False Prophets, and Leaven.
The Words in italics are my comments.
Other references Strong’s concordance unless indicated otherwise.
PHILIPPIANS 3:
2 Beware of dogs, beware of evil workers, beware of the concision.

Dogs in Greek mean dogs also an impure mind or impudent man.

I want to speak on 3 warning to Christians; there are more but these are extremely important.

When the bible speaks of beasts it is often speaking about the nature of the beast more then the physical appearance.
I PETER 5:
8 Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour:

David called himself a dog.

I SAMUEL 24:
14 After whom is the king of Israel come out? after whom dost thou pursue? after a dead dog, after a flea.

The people that pierced Christ were called dogs.

PSALM 22:
16 For dogs have compassed me: the assembly of the wicked have inclosed me: they pierced my hands and my feet.
ISAIAH 56:
10 His watchmen are blind: they are all ignorant, they are all dumb dogs, they cannot bark; sleeping, lying down, loving to slumber.
11 Yea, they are greedy dogs which can never have enough, and they are shepherds that cannot understand: they all look to their own way, every one for his gain, from his quarter.

This is speaking of both religious and secular nature of people not really born again but most of all unconverted men.
MATTHEW 5:
11 Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake.

Most gatherings of any nature usually start by a speech of some person.

JAMES 3
6 And the tongue is a fire, a world of iniquity: so is the tongue among our members, that it defileth the whole body, and setteth on fire the course of nature; and it is set on fire of hell.

Hell: 1067   geenna    {gheh'-en-nah} This was originally the valley of Hinnom, south of Jerusalem, where the filth and dead animals of the city were cast out and burned;

II CHRONICLES 28:
3 Moreover he burnt incense in the valley of the son of Hinnom, and burnt his children in the fire, after the abominations of the heathen whom the LORD had cast out before the children of Israel.

It is mis-used when people are told it represents an eternal place of punishment it was used by Christ as a place where worthless garbage is placed and was a place of also idol worship.

Whether in a riot or a religion people are a part of it because of the voice of a person.

The voice you hear must be proven by scripture or you will be led astray.

One of the greatest warnings about a man can be found in these scriptures.

MATTHEW 24
4 And Jesus answered and said unto them, Take heed that no man deceive you.
II THESSALONIANS 2:
2 That ye be not soon shaken in mind, or be troubled, neither by spirit, nor by word, nor by letter as from us, as that the day of Christ is at hand. 
3 Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except there come a falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition; 
4 Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself that he is God.
REVELATION 13:
18 Here is wisdom. Let him that hath understanding count the number of the beast: for it is the number of a man; and his number is Six hundred threescore and six.
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II PETER 2:
1 But there were false prophets also among the people, even as there shall be false teachers among you, who privily shall bring in damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that bought them, and bring upon themselves swift destruction. 
2 And many shall follow their pernicious ways; by reason of whom the way of truth shall be evil spoken of. 
3 And through covetousness shall they with feigned words make merchandise of you: whose judgment now of a long time lingereth not, and their damnation slumbereth not.
MATTHEW 16:
6 Then Jesus said unto them, Take heed and beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and of the Sadducees.

There three leavens:  One for the kingdom of heaven.

MATTHEW 13:
33 Another parable spake he unto them; The kingdom of heaven is like unto leaven, which a woman took, and hid in three measures of meal, till the whole was leavened.

The other used in false religion.

MATTHEW 16
6 Then Jesus said unto them, Take heed and beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and of the Sadducees.

The other is in the kingdoms of this world.  Jesus pinpointed in His day on earth.

MARK 8:
15 And he charged them, saying, Take heed, beware of the leaven of the Pharisees, and of the leaven of Herod.
I CORINTHIANS 5:
6 Your glorying is not good. Know ye not that a little leaven leaveneth the whole lump?
II CORINTHIANS 11:
3 But I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve through his subtilty, so your minds should be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ. 
4 For if he that cometh preacheth another Jesus, whom we have not preached, or if ye receive another spirit, which ye have not received, or another gospel, which ye have not accepted, ye might well bear with him.

Politics has changed because of the leaven, influence same with what is called Hollywood.

When I speak of men, I mean mankind from unconverted men comes a man and I believe men of sin.
II THESSALONIANS 2:
3 Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except there come a falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition; 
4 Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself that he is God.

God allows the man of sin for a purpose.
I CORINTHIANS 11:
18 For first of all, when ye come together in the church, I hear that there be divisions among you; and I partly believe it. 
19 For there must be also heresies among you, that they which are approved may be made manifest among you.

That takes us to this scripture.
I JOHN 2:
19 They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they would no doubt have continued with us: but they went out, that they might be made manifest that they were not all of us. 
20 But ye have an unction from the Holy One, and ye know all things.
II PETER 2:
18 For when they speak great swelling words of vanity, they allure through the lusts of the flesh, through much wantonness, those that were clean escaped from them who live in error. 
19 While they promise them liberty, they themselves are the servants of corruption: for of whom a man is overcome, of the same is he brought in bondage. 
20 For if after they have escaped the pollutions of the world through the knowledge of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, they are again entangled therein, and overcome, the latter end is worse with them than the beginning. 
21 For it had been better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than, after they have known it, to turn from the holy commandment delivered unto them. 
22 But it is happened unto them according to the true proverb, The dog is turned to his own vomit again; and the sow that was washed to her wallowing in the mire.***
MATTHEW 12
43 When the unclean spirit is gone out of a man, he walketh through dry places, seeking rest, and findeth none.
44 Then he saith, I will return into my house from whence I came out; and when he is come, he findeth it empty, swept, and garnished.
45 Then goeth he, and taketh with himself seven other spirits more wicked than himself, and they enter in and dwell there: and the last state of that man is worse than the first. Even so shall it be also unto this wicked generation.

We live in a nation and a world where most have a least eight devils.

A beast speaks of a nature.
I CORINTHIANS 15
31 I protest by your rejoicing which I have in Christ Jesus our Lord, I die daily. 
32 If after the manner of men I have fought with beasts at Ephesus, what advantageth it me, if the dead rise not? let us eat and drink; for to morrow we die.


II PETER 2:
12 But these, as natural brute beasts, made to be taken and destroyed, speak evil of the things that they understand not; and shall utterly perish in their own corruption;

That would be the nature of the beast we see in Revelation 13.

First let’s look at the dragon.

REVELATION 12:
3 And there appeared another wonder in heaven; and behold a great red dragon, having seven heads and ten horns, and seven crowns upon his heads. 
4 And his tail drew the third part of the stars of heaven, and did cast them to the earth: and the dragon stood before the woman which was ready to be delivered, for to devour her child as soon as it was born. 
5 And she brought forth a man child, who was to rule all nations with a rod of iron: and her child was caught up unto God, and to his throne.
MATTHEW 2:
15 And was there until the death of Herod: that it might be fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord by the prophet, saying, Out of Egypt have I called my son. 
16 Then Herod, when he saw that he was mocked of the wise men, was exceeding wroth, and sent forth, and slew all the children that were in Bethlehem, and in all the coasts thereof, from two years old and under, according to the time which he had diligently enquired of the wise men.
REVELATION 12:
9 And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world: he was cast out into the earth, and his angels were cast out with him.

Satan or the Devil is never called a beast but when he is cast out then we see a beast with the same nature as the dragon given authority. He has always had authority over the nations of this world with the exception of Israel as the elect.  Iseral is always a nation in the eyes of God.  The Devil through Herod the political system of that day was used as a beast not “the beast” to destroy Christ.

Satan by Scripture is in control of all nations with the exception of spiritual or elect Iseral which does not mean the people of Iseral as a nation today.

LUKE 4:
5 And the devil, taking him up into an high mountain, shewed unto him all the kingdoms of the world in a moment of time. 
6 And the devil said unto him, All this power will I give thee, and the glory of them: for that is delivered unto me; and to whomsoever I will I give it.

Power:    1849   exousia    {ex-oo-see'-ah}  power of choice, liberty of doing as one pleases;  the power of rule or government ( the power of him whose will and commands must be submitted to by others and obeyed)

JEREMIAH 31:
35 Thus saith the LORD, which giveth the sun for a light by day, and the ordinances of the moon and of the stars for a light by night, which divideth the sea when the waves thereof roar; The LORD of hosts is his name:
36 If those ordinances depart from before me, saith the LORD, then the seed of Israel also shall cease from being a nation before me for ever.
ROMANS 9:
6 Not as though the word of God hath taken none effect. For they are not all Israel, which are of Israel: 
7 Neither, because they are the seed of Abraham, are they all children: but, In Isaac shall thy seed be called. 
8 That is, They which are the children of the flesh, these are not the children of God: but the children of the promise are counted for the seed.

No scripture to pray for any nation but for the rulers that they might be saved and we lead a quite and peaceful life.
I TIMOTHY 2:
1 I exhort therefore, that, first of all, supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks, be made for all men; 
2 For kings, and for all that are in authority; that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and honesty. 
3 For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Saviour; 
4 Who will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth.

Nations are represented as beasts in the Old Testament.

DANIEL 7
3 And four great beasts came up from the sea, diverse one from another.
4 The first was like a lion, and had eagle's wings: I beheld till the wings thereof were plucked, and it was lifted up from the earth, and made stand upon the feet as a man, and a man's heart was given to it.
5 And behold another beast, a second, like to a bear, and it raised up itself on one side, and it had three ribs in the mouth of it between the teeth of it: and they said thus unto it, Arise, devour much flesh.
6 After this I beheld, and lo another, like a leopard, which had upon the back of it four wings of a fowl; the beast had also four heads; and dominion was given to it.
REVELATION 13
1 And I stood upon the sand of the sea, and saw a beast rise up out of the sea, having seven heads and ten horns, and upon his horns ten crowns, and upon his heads the name of blasphemy. 
2 And the beast which I saw was like unto a leopard, and his feet were as the feet of a bear, and his mouth as the mouth of a lion: and the dragon gave him his power, and his seat, and great authority.

Power:  1411   dunamis    {doo'-nam-is}   1a) inherent power, power residing in a thing by virtue of its nature, or which a person or thing exerts and puts forth

Authority: (power) 1849   exousia    {ex-oo-see'-ah} 4) the power of rule or government ( the power of him whose will and commands must be submitted to by others and obeyed)

REVELATION 17:
8 The beast that thou sawest was, and is not; and shall ascend out of the bottomless pit, and go into perdition: and they that dwell on the earth shall wonder, whose names were not written in the book of life from the foundation of the world, when they behold the beast that was, and is not, and yet is.

The bottomless pit seems to only have demon powers coming from it. Also a place for the dead.

LUKE 8:
31 And they besought him that he would not command them to go out into the deep. 
REVELATION 9:
1 And the fifth angel sounded, and I saw a star fall from heaven unto the earth: and to him was given the key of the bottomless pit. 
2 And he opened the bottomless pit; and there arose a smoke out of the pit, as the smoke of a great furnace; and the sun and the air were darkened by reason of the smoke of the pit. 
REVELATION 9:
11 And they had a king over them, which is the angel of the bottomless pit, whose name in the Hebrew tongue is Abaddon, but in the Greek tongue hath his name Apollyon. 
REVELATION 20:
1 And I saw an angel come down from heaven, having the key of the bottomless pit and a great chain in his hand. 
2 And he laid hold on the dragon, that old serpent, which is the Devil, and Satan, and bound him a thousand years,
3 And cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set a seal upon him, that he should deceive the nations no more, till the thousand years should be fulfilled: and after that he must be loosed a little season.
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The Kingdom Of God
“For the kingdom of God is not meat and drink; but righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost” (Rom. 14:17). 
What is, “the kingdom of God?” It is saying the same thing as salvation is of the Lord, “Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God” (John 3:5). The word, “kingdom” is the same as, “reign” in Rom. 5:21. Paul is declaring the same message here as in Romans 8 and 9. Salvation is not of creature merit, “meat and drink” days or doing (1Cor. 8:8), but rather of God’s sovereign grace, “So then it is not of him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of God that sheweth mercy” (Rom. 9:16). It is good for us to know what salvation is not; not of works (2Tim 1:9), not of freewill (John 1:12-13), not of man’s righteousness (Titus 3:5). Paul also tells us upon what ground salvation is, “but righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost.” Salvation is always determined, dependent, distributed and done by the Lord Jesus Christ (Acts 4:12). Here is the good news of the gospel. 
1). Salvation, “the kingdom of God” is based upon the justifying righteousness established by Jesus Christ. This is the whole message of the book of Romans and the whole Bible. Christ satisfied the holy demands of God’s law for us, precept and penalty (Gal. 3:13; 4:4-6). “For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to every one that believeth” (Rom. 10:4). See also these references: Rom. 1:16-18; 3:19-26; 4:1-8; 5:19-21. 
2). Salvation, “the kingdom of God” is based upon the reconciliation, “peace” with God through our Lord Jesus Christ (Rom. 5:1; 2Cor. 5:18-21). This is the complete work of our Mediator for us (1Tim. 2:5). No sinner can make peace with the holy God (Psalm 5:5). This we enjoy only through the blood atonement of the Lord Jesus, “Having made peace through the blood of his cross, by him to reconcile all things unto himself” (Col. 1:20). 
3). Salvation, “the kingdom of God” is something every believer comes to experience and rejoice in, “joy in the Holy Ghost” (Rom. 5:2, 11). It is only because of Christ crucified that we enjoy and experience the fruit of His redeeming work in us (Phil.1:6, 4:19), in the new birth (John 3:3-6). This is the love of God Shed abroad in our hearts (Rom. 5:5), the fruit of the Holy Spirit (Gal. 5:22). Believers are among those, which worship God in the Spirit, rejoice in Christ Jesus and have no confidence in the flesh (Phil. 3:3; 4:4). There is no true peace given, no justifying righteousness imputed and no real joy imparted and realized apart from the Lord Jesus Christ crucified and exalted. “For he that in these things serveth Christ is acceptable to God” (Rom. 14:18; Eph. 1:6).  Author unknow

















