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5-17-26 THE WORKS OF THE DEVIL.
The Words in italics are my comments.
Other references Strong’s concordance unless indicated otherwise.
I JOHN 3:
8 He that committeth sin is of the devil; for the devil sinneth from the beginning. For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that he might destroy the works of the devil.

I am speaking about the works of the devil but also about the purpose of the Son of God which is to destroy those works.

The works of a Christian start with their faith.  In Christianity any works presented to God has to be by faith.   
HEBREWS 11
6 But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.

I know of no way to receive or increase faith but by hearing the Word.

ROMANS 10:
16 But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For Esaias saith, Lord, who hath believed our report? 
17 So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.
ROMANS 11:
34 For who hath known the mind of the Lord? or who hath been his counsellor?
35 Or who hath first given to him, and it shall be recompensed unto him again? 
36 For of him, and through him, and to him, are all things: to whom be glory for ever. Amen.

Faith is express by works expressed.
JAMES 2:
18 Yea, a man may say, Thou hast faith, and I have works: shew me thy faith without thy works, and I will shew thee my faith by my works.

Believing the scripture correctly is an act of faith.

The works of Satan is brough forth by a lie.

JOHN 8:
44 Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the father of it.

A lie as spoken in the New Testament in this form is only found 9 times

Lie: 5579   pseudos    {psyoo'-dos}  a lie; conscious and intentional falsehood; in a broad sense, whatever is not what it seems to be: so of perverse, impious, deceitful precepts
A liar is the one who tells the lie.

Liar:   5583   pseustes    {psyoos-tace'}     a liar; one who breaks faith, a false and faithless man

A lie is useless unless it is believed.

II THESSALONIANS 2:
10 And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish; because they received not the love of the truth, that they might be saved. 
11 And for this cause God shall send them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie:

All the chaos in this world is because of a lie and the attributes of that first lie lives on in those who do not believe.
GENESIS 3:
3 But of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God hath said, Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die.
4 And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die:
5 For God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil.

Every religion is built on that same premise that a failure to obey the word will not bring death and that you will receive spiritual wisdom and spiritual light.  That is the seed sown by Satan.

That is why every believer must be sure they are believing what is written in scripture not what some person is saying about scripture which is always a private interpretation if it is contrary to scripture.         

The first work Satan’s lie brough forth was death.  Adam did not believe the lie but went along with it.
I CORINTHIANS 15:
21 For since by man came death, by man came also the resurrection of the dead. 
22 For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive.    

The second work brough forth was murder.         

GENESIS 4:
8 And Cain talked with Abel his brother: and it came to pass, when they were in the field, that Cain rose up against Abel his brother, and slew him.   

From that point believing a lie will not bring death because we are all appointed to death but believing a lie that is contrary to the Word of God will keep you in death.  
ROMANS 3:
23 For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;   
ROMANS 6:
23 For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.   
HEBREWS 9:
27 And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment:   
II CORINTHIANS 2:
11 Lest Satan should get an advantage of us: for we are not ignorant of his devices.

Devices:  3540   noema    {no'-ay-mah}   a mental perception, thought, that which thinks, the mind, thoughts or purposes.

II CORINTHIANS 10
5 Casting down imaginations and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ;

Imagination:    3053   logismos    {log-is-mos'}a reckoning, computation, a judgement, decision: such as conscience passes

His first device was the Serpent and by scripture that never ceases. He appears in different forms and different ways.  By words he controls thoughts.

He once had a place in heaven but was cast out when Christ ascended.

REVELATION 12
9 And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world: he was cast out into the earth, and his angels were cast out with him.

Our scripture tells us that the purpose of God was to destroy the works of Satan and one of if the first work he destroyed was the ability of Satan to accuse us before God in heaven.

REVELATION 12:
10 And I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, Now is come salvation, and strength, and the kingdom of our God, and the power of his Christ: for the accuser of our brethren is cast down, which accused them before our God day and night.

Accuser:    2723   kategoreo    {kat-ay-gor-eh'-o}  to accuse before a judge, to make an accusation.
ROMANS 8:
31 What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who can be against us? 
32 He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with him also freely give us all things? 
33 Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God's elect? It is God that justifieth. 
34 Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is even at the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us. 
35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 
36 As it is written, For thy sake we are killed all the day long; we are accounted as sheep for the slaughter.
37 Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us.

Death or even torture will never cause a true Christian to deny Christ.  However, deception has overthrown some’s faith but never a born-again believer.

II TIMOTHY 2:
16 But shun profane and vain babblings: for they will increase unto more ungodliness. 
17 And their word will eat as doth a canker: of whom is Hymenaeus and Philetus; 
18 Who concerning the truth have erred, saying that the resurrection is past already; and overthrow the faith of some. 
19 Nevertheless the foundation of God standeth sure, having this seal, The Lord knoweth them that are his. And, Let every one that nameth the name of Christ depart from iniquity.

 Profane: 952   bebelos    {beb’-ay-los} accessible, lawful to be trodden (used of places)
Vain Babblings. 2757   kenophonia    {ken-of-o-nee'-ah} empty discussion, discussion of vain and useless matters.

The sad part is that most people do not know the difference between the Word of God and profane and vain babblings.

The profane and vain babblings will increase unto more ungodliness.

Once a work of Satan is expressed it never loses it influence.  The murder Cain did commit because of the righteousness of his brother was shown again as Christ own brethren in Israel had him killed.  It continues in what is called the church today.

There was a final reckoning for Israel as their judgment was sit for that generation.

MATTHEW 23:
34 Wherefore, behold, I send unto you prophets, and wise men, and scribes: and some of them ye shall kill and crucify; and some of them shall ye scourge in your synagogues, and persecute them from city to city: 
35 That upon you may come all the righteous blood shed upon the earth, from the blood of righteous Abel unto the blood of Zacharias son of Barachias, whom ye slew between the temple and the altar.
36 Verily I say unto you, All these things shall come upon this generation.

That spirit of judgment continues in religion today.

JUDE 1:
11 Woe unto them! for they have gone in the way of Cain, and ran greedily after the error of Balaam for reward, and perished in the gainsaying of Core.

The way of Cain is a false worship, a lie and murder as the church is guilty of through the ages 

Christ first destroys the works of the Devil in His Church the elect and in the end will completely destroy all the works of the Devil.

I CORINTHIANS 15:
54 So when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written, Death is swallowed up in victory. 
55 O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory?

Satan can only work through a falling human like Eve his devises in the Old Testament was mostly a false worship and a perverted sacrifice that did not represent Christ that was to come.
Satan uses fallen man and false teachers and prophets to guide them away from what is truth.  
The error of Balaam for reward reigns mighty in what is called the church today.***

The gainsaying of Core. Gainsaying: 485   antilogia    {an-tee-log-ee'-ah}   contradiction, opposition, rebellion.

A rebellion against authority.
The only authority any minister has is the Word of God.

HEBREWS 13:
7 Remember them which have the rule over you, who have spoken unto you the word of God: whose faith follow, considering the end of their conversation.

If every person that starts with Christ would check their teachers and preachers with the Word of God, they would never be led astray.

ROMANS 8:
7 Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be. 
8 So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God.

The vain thoughts of ministers have led to many doctrines to keep their followers in their pedicular prisons of error.

Jeroboam which I compared to the councils that brought into being the orthodox churches thought he could control the worship of people for his own benefit which influence Israel until they were dispersed.
I KINGS 12
25 Then Jeroboam built Shechem in mount Ephraim, and dwelt therein; and went out from thence, and built Penuel.
26 And Jeroboam said in his heart, Now shall the kingdom return to the house of David:
27 If this people go up to do sacrifice in the house of the LORD at Jerusalem, then shall the heart of this people turn again unto their lord, even unto Rehoboam king of Judah, and they shall kill me, and go again to Rehoboam king of Judah.
II KINGS 17
22 For the children of Israel walked in all the sins of Jeroboam which he did; they departed not from them;
23 Until the LORD removed Israel out of his sight, as he had said by all his servants the prophets. So was Israel carried away out of their own land to Assyria unto this day.

We can see how Satan worked from Genesis through the Old Testament with false teachers, priest and prophets.
ISAIAH 29:
13 Wherefore the Lord said, Forasmuch as this people draw near me with their mouth, and with their lips do honour me, but have removed their heart far from me, and their fear toward me is taught by the precept of men:
JEREMIAH 14:
14 Then the LORD said unto me, The prophets prophesy lies in my name: I sent them not, neither have I commanded them, neither spake unto them: they prophesy unto you a false vision and divination, and a thing of nought, and the deceit of their heart.
15 Therefore thus saith the LORD concerning the prophets that prophesy in my name, and I sent them not, yet they say, Sword and famine shall not be in this land; By sword and famine shall those prophets be consumed.
16 And the people to whom they prophesy shall be cast out in the streets of Jerusalem because of the famine and the sword; and they shall have none to bury them, them, their wives, nor their sons, nor their daughters: for I will pour their wickedness upon them.

The Devil uses three things in the world today, the beast, the false prophets and the church which I believe is Babylon which is the mother of harlots, the false teachers and prophets which would fool the elect if possible.

REVELATION 17:
8 The beast that thou sawest was, and is not; and shall ascend out of the bottomless pit, and go into perdition: and they that dwell on the earth shall wonder, whose names were not written in the book of life from the foundation of the world, when they behold the beast that was, and is not, and yet is.
REVELATION 17:
5 And upon her forehead was a name written, MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH. 
6 And I saw the woman drunken with the blood of the saints, and with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus: and when I saw her, I wondered with great admiration.
II THESSALONIANS 2:
3 Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except there come a falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition;   
I CORINTHIANS 11:
18 For first of all, when ye come together in the church, I hear that there be divisions among you; and I partly believe it. 
19 For there must be also heresies among you, that they which are approved may be made manifest among you.   

Heresies:   139   hairesis    {hah'-ee-res-is}     a body of men following their own tenets (sect or party)

Heresies is a group formed around a peculiar doctrine that is not scriptural.

ACTS 26:
5 Which knew me from the beginning, if they would testify, that after the most straitest sect of our religion I lived a Pharisee.
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Knowing that our labor in the Lord is not in vain, God will bless the work He has given to us to do (Eph. 2:8-10).  He will bless His word to the hearts of His people. “Now thanks be unto God, which always causeth us to triumph in Christ, and maketh manifest the savour of his knowledge by us in every place” (2Cor. 2:14
Shew us thy mercy, O LORD, and grant us thy salvation.  I will hear what God the LORD will speak: for he will speak peace unto his people, and to his saints: but let them not turn again to folly.  Surely his salvation is nigh them that fear him; that glory may dwell in our land.                                                                                Psalm 85:7-9
“Every spirit that confesseth NOT that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is not of God; and this is the spirit of antichrist" (I John 4:3)
"Without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God was manifest in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the world, received up into glory"  (1Tim. 3:16). Unknown author
EFFECTS OF BELIEF IN ELECTION
When we truly realize that the Lord of heaven and earth CHOSE US in Christ to salvation, redeemed us by His blood, and called us by His gospel, it will have a seven-fold effect on us.
1. It will cause us to REJOICE! "O blessed is the man whom Thou choosest and causeth to approach unto Thee." Praise Him from whom all blessings flow.

2. It will promote HUMILITY! "Who maketh thee to differ?" Grace and pride are incompatible, impossible to exist together. We rejoice in Christ and have no confidence in this flesh.

3. It will COMFORT us in hard trials! "The Lord giveth and the Lord taketh away." Even these work together for our good and His glory. When we trust Him, we don't have to understand.

4. It will SUPPRESS self and sin! "We are not our own;" we are bought with so great a price. Therefore we desire to glorify our Lord in our souls and in our bodies.

5. It gives us ASSURANCE!	If God foreknew us, predestinated us to be like Christ, justified us, called us by His Spirit, if Christ redeemed us, intercedes for us and is for us, who can be against us?

6. It makes DYING easier! The eternal covenant of grace in Christ was David's pillow of rest and peace when he lay dying (II Sam. 23:1-5). He sought no other source of comfort and hope than the sovereign love of God in Christ.

7. It will assure us that our PREACHING IS NEVER IN VAIN! "So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth; it shall not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it" (Isa.55:11). This cannot be applied to all preaching, ONLY TO THE PREACHING OF HIS WORD!                             Henry T. Mahan 


