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11-12-25. Called, Chosen, and Faithful
The Words in italics are my comments.
Other references Strong’s concordance unless indicated otherwise.
REVELATION 17:
12 And the ten horns which thou sawest are ten kings, which have received no kingdom as yet; but receive power as kings one hour with the beast. 
14 These shall make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb shall overcome them: for he is Lord of lords, and King of kings: and they that are with him are called, and chosen, and faithful.

Many scriptures speak of overcoming and the promise to the overcomer.

I JOHN 5:
4 For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith. 
5 Who is he that overcometh the world, but he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of God?
REVELATION 2:
7 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the midst of the paradise of God.

My text identifies the overcomer as they are identified with the Lamb of God.
Let’s scripturally identify them how they got to that place.

I have pondered many doctrines in my life but at this time I am settled on only what can be proven by scriptures throughout the bible.

Election which usually saddled with predestination takes many forms in different doctrines. The main doctrines of all churches are based on certain scriptures which means their foundation starts there.

https://www.gotquestions.org/Calvinism-vs-Arminianism.html
Both systems can be summarized with five points. Calvinism holds to the total depravity of man while Arminianism holds to partial depravity. Calvinism’s doctrine of total depravity states that every aspect of humanity is corrupted by sin; therefore, human beings are unable to come to God on their own accord. Partial depravity states that every aspect of humanity is tainted by sin, but not to the extent that human beings are unable to place faith in God of their own accord.

Calvinism was started by John Calvin and Arminianism by Jacobus Arminius which means they both lead back to a man more than scripture.

Calvinism election means simply that God chose who would be saved and who would be lost before the world begin.

Also, a strong point they make is what they called limited atonement, meaning Christ only died for those He elected the rest was excluded from calvary and salvation.
Remember doctrine builds the God you serve by attributes.

Let’s just teach scripture instead of trying to point out discrepancies in those doctrines.

Called.  2822     kletos    {klay-tos'}  called, invited (to a banquet)

These scriptures used this same Greek word.

MATTHEW 20:
16 So the last shall be first, and the first last: for many be called, but few chosen.

Notice Christ make a distinction about being called and being chosen.

MATTHEW 22:
11 And when the king came in to see the guests, he saw there a man which had not on a wedding garment: 
12 And he saith unto him, Friend, how camest thou in hither not having a wedding garment? And he was speechless.
13 Then said the king to the servants, Bind him hand and foot, and take him 
14 For many are called, but few are chosen.

This man apparently was called but did not have the wedding garment.

ACTS 2:
38 Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. 
39 For the promise is unto you, and to your children, and to all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall call.

Call: 4341    proskaleomai    {pros-kal-eh'-om-ahee}  to call to; to call to one's self; to bid to come to one's self;

Everyone called had a promise of the Holy Spirit to be given
They must take the wedding garment and agree to the purpose of God.

LUKE 14
16 Then said he unto him, A certain man made a great supper, and bade many:
17 And sent his servant at supper time to say to them that were bidden, Come; for all things are now ready.
18 And they all with one consent began to make excuse. The first said unto him, I have bought a piece of ground, and I must needs go and see it: I pray thee have me excused.


LUKE 14:
24 For I say unto you, That none of those men which were bidden shall taste of my supper.

Called.  2822     kletos    {klay-tos'}  called, invited (to a banquet)

MATTHEW 22:
»     3     †     And sent forth his servants to call them that were bidden to the wedding: and they would not come.
»     4     †     Again, he sent forth other servants, saying, Tell them which are bidden, Behold, I have prepared my dinner: my oxen and my fatlings are killed, and all things are ready: come unto the marriage.

Any honest would agree many are called but what were they called to partake of?

REVELATION 19:
7 Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honour to him: for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife hath made herself ready. 
8 And to her was granted that she should be arrayed in fine linen, clean and white: for the fine linen is the righteousness of saints. 
9 And he saith unto me, Write, Blessed are they which are called unto the marriage supper of the Lamb. And he saith unto me, These are the true sayings of God.

By scripture a person can be called and fail to answer the call and be rejected.

II TIMOTHY 1:
9 Who hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling, not according to our works, but according to his own purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus before the world began,

How does God call a person?

II THESSALONIANS 2:
13 But we are bound to give thanks alway to God for you, brethren beloved of the Lord, because God hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth: 
14 Whereunto he called you by our gospel, to the obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.
ROMANS 10
17 So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.

Faith in a person as they are called by the gospel is the beginning of the separation between the called and the chosen.

Faith starts the same.  You believe the gospel that has called you. 

MARK 8:
34 And when he had called the people unto him with his disciples also, he said unto them, Whosoever will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me.
35 For whosoever will save his life shall lose it; but whosoever shall lose his life for my sake and the gospel's, the same shall save it.
36 For what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? 
37 Or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul? 
38 Whosoever therefore shall be ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation; of him also shall the Son of man be ashamed, when he cometh in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.

Christ cross was provided for him so is yours if you are willing to accept it.

HEBREWS 12:
1 Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set before us,

Race 73   agon    {ag-one'}  conflict, fight contention, battle, a struggle.

I TIMOTHY 6:
12 Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life, whereunto thou art also called, and hast professed a good profession before many witnesses.

Accepting the gospel means from the heart not physically you give up all to follow Christ.

MATTHEW 23
37 O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets, and stonest them which are sent unto thee, how often would I have gathered thy children together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye would not!
ACTS 13:
46 Then Paul and Barnabas waxed bold, and said, It was necessary that the word of God should first have been spoken to you: but seeing ye put it from you, and judge yourselves unworthy of everlasting life, lo, we turn to the Gentiles.

Unworthy:    514   axios    {ax'-ee-os}  weighing, having weight, having the weight of another  thing of like value, worth as much

When a person rejects the gospel, it is because they count something else of being more worthy.

Christ is not looking for an ability but rather availability.

Your only duty is to believe Christ died for your sins and you have no righteousness and cannot by your own merits produce any.

After your conversion you will be given a measure of faith.

ROMANS 12:
3 For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that is among you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think; but to think soberly, according as God hath dealt to every man the measure of faith.

That measure of faith is to fulfil the purpose of your life in Christ.

Your faith accepts the gospel then your faith will grow if you have taken the wedding garment which is Christ robe of righteousness.

Any religion of error produces only self-righteousness.

ROMANS 3:
22 Even the righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ unto all and upon all them that believe: for there is no difference: 
23 For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;
I CORINTHIANS 1:
30 But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption:

Once you have accepted the gospel from your heart then you will be among the chosen.

EPHESIANS 1:
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ: 
4 According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before him in love: 
5 Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of his will, 
6 To the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us accepted in the beloved. 
7 In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his grace; 
8 Wherein he hath abounded toward us in all wisdom and prudence; 
9 Having made known unto us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure which he hath purposed in himself:
The blessing did not come until Christ came lived, died and rose again and we believed.

In Gods foreknowledge He foreknew all things, but we became holy when we separated from the world for the purpose of Christ and Christ sanctified us.

EPHESIANS 5:
26 That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word, 
27 That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish.
ROMANS 8:
28 And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose. 
29 For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren. 
30 Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he called, them he also justified: and whom he justified, them he also glorified.

Everyone that will believe the gospel will hear the gospel preached.

There seem to be some who will never hear the gospel because God foreknew that did not want the gospel.
I CORINTHIANS 1:
26 For ye see your calling, brethren, how that not many wise men after the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are called: 
27 But God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise; and God hath chosen the weak things of the world to confound the things which are mighty; 
28 And base things of the world, and things which are despised, hath God chosen, yea, and things which are not, to bring to nought things that are: 
29 That no flesh should glory in his presence.

There will be many church members that have never heard the gospel because their religion does not teach or preach the gospel.

I TIMOTHY 4:
1 Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils;
2 Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine. 
II TIMOTHY 4:
3 For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after 
4 And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables.
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Unknown mercies /Charles Spurgeon.
Psalm 121:7-8, "The Lord will keep you from all harm--He will watch over your life; the Lord will watch over your coming and going, both now and forevermore!"

When I look back over the path the Lord has led me, I can trace certain mercies clearly: answered prayers, near-escapes, unexpected provisions. Yet I often wonder how many more mercies lie hidden in the folds of His providence--unseen, but no less real. How many times has His hand turned aside the danger I never sensed, hushed the accusation I never heard, or stilled the  storm I never saw gathering?

The psalmist calls Him "my strength and my shield" (Psalm 28:7.) Strength is felt within; the shield guards externally. I feel His strength in the hour of trial, but His shielding is mostly secret. Every peaceful night's rest, every uneventful journey, every quiet day untouched by calamity--is the fruit of His invisible mercies.

The Lord protects His redeemed people from unknown adversaries: from the temptations of the world, the flesh, and the devil; from all the arrows that fly by day, and from all the terrors that haunt us by night. Knowing as we do that our adversary, the devil, walks about as a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour; our security from his hostile attacks is this--the Lord is our shield. Though earth and Hell should combine their malice--they are safe, whom God protects.

If I could read the full record of His care, I would find that many a sorrow never came, because He forbade it; and many a snare never closed, because He broke it first. Someday in glory, when the curtain of time is drawn aside, I shall behold the multitude of dangers from which He rescued me--and my praise will swell for mercies once unknown.

Until that day, I would walk quietly under His watchful eye, thankful not only for what I remember, but for what I never knew. The same hand that fashioned the stars, guards my steps upon the earth. The same Shepherd who laid down His life for the sheep, now guides and keeps them in paths of peace.


