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Fear and trembling
9-28-25
Philippians 2:1-13
1     ¶  If there be therefore any consolation in Christ, if any comfort of love, if any fellowship of the Spirit, if any bowels and mercies, 
     2    Fulfil ye my joy, that ye be likeminded, having the same love, being of one accord, of one mind. 
     3    Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory; but in lowliness of mind let each esteem other better than themselves. 
     4    Look not every man on his own things, but every man also on the things of others. 
     5    Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: 
     6    Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God: 
     7    But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men: 
     8    And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross. 
     9    Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above every name: 
     10    That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth; 
     11    And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
     12     ¶  Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling. 
     13    For it is God  which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure.
Pray
I wish to speak in part as Paul says here in verse 12 of fear and trembling.
It looks like based on how he’s instructing them that there must have been some sort of contention or trouble within the members.
Now I’m speculating that he wasn’t’ referring to out and out sin because he doesn’t mention specifics but rather tells them to this out on their own.
Wherefore and therefore always links what follows with what has previously been stated.
He says in verse 6 of chapter 1
     6    Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ:  
And I’m sure this applies to all who are listening this morning, you  are all obedient children to in no way do I mean to imply that you’re not.
But what Paul is advocating here I believe is a call to consistency and a solution to their problem.
And because we are all aware of our own human frailties and weaknesses so to speak, I wish to encourage in each of us the same thing.
God has a solution to our problems if we will simply do what we know to do.
As an example and maybe not a good one but I never really understood the scripture that says to pray without ceasing.
I thought it meant a prayerful attitude and lifestyle. But one day I heard brother Joe say it means to have a regular consistent time when you pray. 
I always prayed but after he said that it made more sense to me and now my main prayer time is usually around 3 to 4 in the morning when I get up to use that bathroom.
I find it is the best time for me because I am unhindered by anything else. At that time of day I’m not thinking about what I’m going to do for the day, I’m not in a hurry because I’m running late and only have time to utter a few words to the Lord and your out the door feeling guilty and unfulfilled.
So where does fear and trembling come into play here?
Its in our approach and our realization of how little we can do without Him. Nothing
But it’s a paradox, in that He tells us to work it out ourselves but then provides the means to get the job done.
Fear -5401        phobos    {fob'-os} ear, dread, terror; that which strikes terror. To be put in fear 
A reverential fear that inspires carefulness  
Trembling- 5156        tromos    {trom'-os}
a trembling or quaking with fear; with fear and trembling, used to describe the anxiety of one who distrusts his ability completely to meet all requirements, but religiously does his utmost to fulfil his duty.
So for one to work out their own salvation does not imply in any way that salvation can be obtained by works. I know we are all very aware of that.
The word salvation has many different meanings.
Deliverance, both physical, such as being freed from prison, released of some burden, healing of the body. And spiritual, free from the bondage of sin, to be free from the fear of death.
We’re not working for our salvation but working out our salvation.
Again, not our eternal salvation, that’s already been settled, but dealing with the things that involve us personally in our day to day struggles, temptation, trials, disappointments of everyday life and all of things that would distract us from our goal.
What is that goal? Not to make heaven, no. Our goal, our desire is to always be pleasing to our Lord and the fear and trembling we experience is that we might fail to do that and sometimes do but we remember that again, it is He Himself working in and through us to perform of His own good pleasure.
All this is part of our transformation into the likeness of Christ.
HEBREWS 2:14-15
  14     ¶  Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, he also himself likewise took part of the same; that through death he might destroy him that had the power of death, that is, the devil; 
 15    And deliver them who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage. 
Salvation can mean preservation, God, keeping through His own power and grace those whom He has delivered.
So getting back to verse 12, the salvation he speaks of here is not of the soul per say as they were already saved.
By the first few verses of this chapter as I said it seems evident that there were some problems in the church and what Paul is saying by working our your own salvation it a solution to the problems they were having.
He’s given them instructions, now fix it!
Vs 13 says for it is God which worketh in you both to will and do of His good pleasure.
How can we lose?!
He gives us the desire to do His will and then works in us to carry out His desire.

I CORINTHIANS 2:1-5
     1     ¶  And I, brethren, when I came to you, came not with excellency of speech or of wisdom, declaring unto you the testimony of God. 
     2    For I determined not to know any thing among you, save Jesus Christ, and him crucified. 
     3    And I was with you in weakness, and in fear, and in much trembling. 
     4    And my speech and my preaching was not with enticing words of man's wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power: 
Why?
     5    That your faith should not stand in the wisdom of men, but in the power of God.
II PETER 1:3
»     3     †     According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue:
4     †     Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust.
What promises? That He has given us all things we need to make it and the power/ability to keep them.
I TIMOTHY 6:8-12
»     8     †     And having food and raiment let us be therewith content. 
 Content- 714  »      arkeo
to be possessed of unfailing strength; to be strong, to suffice, to be enough, to be satisfied, to be contented.
»     9     †     But they that will be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and into many foolish and hurtful lusts, which drown men in destruction and perdition. 
»     10     †     For the love of money is the root of all evil: which while some coveted after, they have erred from the faith, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows.
I think there is a correlation between the use and abuse of time, money, and talent, and the way we use these abilities/gifts if you will God has given us and the pursuit of Godliness.
Too much interest in things that have no eternal value. Not to be a fanatic about it, but have a balance, everything in moderation.
The flesh cannot please God and if not used correctly and in the proper balance of time and energy and money devoted to them, they will actually prevent us from pursuing these virtues stated here in verse 11.
 
»     11     †     But thou, O man of God, flee these things; and follow after righteousness, godliness, faith, love, patience, meekness. 
It’s a battle, not so much against the devil himself but against our own carnal nature.
»     12     †     Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life, whereunto thou art also called, and hast professed a good profession before many witnesses.
Righteousness-can be described two ways
One, it is the doctrine concerning the way in which man may attend a state approved of God. 
Two,  is the state of him who is as he ought to be, the condition acceptable and pleasing to God.
Which would include, integrity, virtue, purity of life, rightness, correctness of thinking feeling, and acting.
This behavior and these virtues are not something we muster up on our own.
We do these things because the life of Christ is in us. 
I am the vine you are the branches.
JOHN 15:1-5
»     1     †      ¶  I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman.
»     2     †     Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh away: and every branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit.
Purge- to cleanse, of filth impurity, to prune trees and vines (from useless shoots), 
»     3     †     Now ye are clean through the word which I have spoken unto you.
»     4     †     Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in me.
»     5     †     I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing.
[bookmark: _GoBack]I want to get back to the pursuit of the virtues mentioned in I Timothy 6:11 
11     †     But thou, O man of God, flee these things; and follow after righteousness, godliness, faith, love, patience, meekness. 
Follow-1377  »      dioko    {dee-o'-ko}
without the idea of hostility, to run after, follow after: someone
 metaphorically, to pursue i.e. to seek after eagerly, earnestly endeavour to acquire
We’re not pursuing righteousness to make ourselves acceptable to God, it is in our pursuit of these things that we find out He has accepted us.
Godliness- 2150  »      eusebeia     
 holiness reverence, respect; piety towards God, godliness
piety- 2151  »      eusebeo   to act piously or reverently (towards God, one's country, magistrates, relations, and all to whom dutiful regard or reverence is due)
as I mentioned earlier about our natural God given talents or abilities.
They can be a blessing or a curse if not used proper and kept in check.
Don’t use them to bring attention to yourself but as Jesus said
LUKE 12:31
»     31     †     But rather seek ye the kingdom of God; and all these things shall be added unto you.
I hope to be known or recognized as someone who loves God and is a Godly person.
All the other things will pass away and have little value in the grand scheme of things.
Christ was and is our supreme example, He made of Himself no reputation.
PHILIPPIANS 2:7
»     7     †     But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men:
»     8     †     And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.
He made Himself of no reputation meaning He emptied Himself.
»     
PHILIPPIANS 3:10-13
»     10     †     That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, being made conformable unto his death; 
»     11     †     If by any means I might attain unto the resurrection of the dead. 
»     12     †     Not as though I had already attained, either were already perfect: but I follow after, if that I may apprehend that for which also I am apprehended of Christ Jesus. 
     13     †     Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended: but this one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before, 
»     14     †     I press(same word a follow) toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.

In closing I want to mention something about the word piety which is akin to godliness.
I believe there is a real lacking in our society among professing Christians, of piety.
 I am not suggesting that this is the case with anyone listening today or who listen regularly but being the way things are with how we are having our services I thought to mention a few things I was thinking of.
What we do in our own homes is our own business I know, and we can see or hear each other as we would like.
But I still believe that our conduct before, during and after the service directly affects us as members of the body.
That’s why we reverenced the sanctuary when we had service in a building. I think we should do the same thing at home when the service is on. I’m not saying everyone should dress up but at the same time I think we should treat it as a service and respect it by giving our full attention to it by not carrying on conversations or eating etc. 
I appreciate the fact that brother Joe wears a nice shirt and tie.
In many churches today people have gotten so lax in these things and church has become not much more than a social event.
I’ve visited a couple churches in our area and people are walking around in the vestibule, laughing and drinking coffee and eating donuts. Wearing shorts and t-shirts.
The minister wearing casual clothes. I know clothes don’t make the man but there should be a level of respect for the house of God that sets it apart.
Use to be when I was a kid I remember when stores were closed on Sunday.
I remember this couple I worked for on their farm growing up, they were Methodist but they were Godly people in the way they lived. They didn’t do any work on Sunday and I remember they would be in their living room Sunday afternoon and just sit quietly with no tv or radio going. 
If we truly believe that God is speaking through Brother Hefflin or brother Jay or whoever we are listening to then we should honor and respect what’s being said with reverence.
TITUS 2:11
»     11     †      ¶  For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men, 
»     12     †     Teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present world; 
»     13     †     Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ; 
»     14     †     Who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works.


I PETER 2:9
»     9     †     But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light:
peculiar (1)
  that which is one's own, belonging to one's possessions: a people selected by God from the other nations for his own possession

 






