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1-7-25. The Mark of the Beast Spiritually Speaking.
The Words in italics are my comments.
Other references Strong’s concordance unless indicated otherwise.
We have been speaking how we should compare Spiritual things with spiritual and before I start of the Beast of Revelation lets look at scriptures how they were fulfilled and being fulfilled because it does not change.
I CORINTHIANS 2
13 Which things also we speak, not in the words which man's wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual things with spiritual.
AMOS 8:
11 Behold, the days come, saith the Lord GOD, that I will send a famine in the land, not a famine of bread, nor a thirst for water, but of hearing the words of the LORD:
12 And they shall wander from sea to sea, and from the north even to the east, they shall run to and fro to seek the word of the LORD, and shall not find it.

I believe that what some call a movement of God or a revival is the fulfillment of Amos 8:11,12.

I cannot push my understanding on anyone, but all should pray and seek the Lord for the understanding from Him.
COLOSSIANS 1
9 For this cause we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you, and to desire that ye might be filled with the knowledge of his will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding.

That is the only kind of understanding we should have as the alternant is not good.

EPHESIANS 4:
18 Having the understanding darkened, being alienated from the life of God through the ignorance that is in them, because of the blindness of their heart:
II TIMOTHY 4:
2 Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine. 
3 For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; 
4 And they shall turn away their ears from the truth and shall be turned unto fables.

I believe that scripture is on the verge of being fulfilled.

There are many scriptures that point to the physical but have a spiritual meaning. I believe that would include all scripture.   Comparing spiritual with spiritual.
Soon this scripture will be completely fulfilled.

PSALM 9:
16 The LORD is known by the judgment which he executeth: the wicked is snared in the work of his own hands. Higgaion. Selah.
17 The wicked shall be turned into hell, and all the nations that forget God.
18 For the needy shall not alway be forgotten: the expectation of the poor shall not perish for ever.
19 Arise, O LORD; let not man prevail: let the heathen be judged in thy sight.
20 Put them in fear, O LORD: that the nations may know themselves to be but men. Selah.

 Hell:  7585   sh'owl    {sheh-ole'} sheol, underworld, grave, hell, pit

MATTHEW 12:
25 And Jesus knew their thoughts, and said unto them, Every kingdom divided against itself is brought to desolation; and every city or house divided against itself shall not stand:

Certainly, this nation as many others is divided against itself.  I also believe this scripture is also fulfilled in this nation.

ROMANS 1
28 And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a reprobate mind, to do those things which are not convenient; 
29 Being filled with all unrighteousness, fornication, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; full of envy, murder, debate, deceit, malignity; whisperers, 
30 Backbiters, haters of God, despiteful, proud, boasters, inventors of evil things, disobedient to parents, 
31 Without understanding, covenantbreakers, without natural affection, implacable, unmerciful: 
32 Who knowing the judgment of God, that they which commit such things are worthy of death, not only do the same, but have pleasure in them that do them.

Reprobate:  96   adokimos    {ad-ok'-ee-mos} not standing the test, not approved, unfit for, unproved, spurious, reprobate

Mind:  3563   nous    {nooce} – understanding, the mind, comprising alike the faculties of perceiving and understanding and those of feeling, judging, determining, the intellectual faculty, the understanding

There is not a scripture to pray for this or any nation or kingdom but to pray for the leaders of this world.
I TIMOTHY 2:
1 I exhort therefore, that, first of all, supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks, be made for all men; 
2 For kings, and for all that are in authority; that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and honesty. 
3 For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Saviour; 
4 Who will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth.
REVELATION 17:
15 And he saith unto me, The waters which thou sawest, where the whore sitteth, are peoples, and multitudes, and nations, and tongues. 
16 And the ten horns which thou sawest upon the beast, these shall hate the whore, and shall make her desolate and naked, and shall eat her flesh, and burn her with fire. 
17 For God hath put in their hearts to fulfil his will, and to agree, and give their kingdom unto the beast, until the words of God shall be fulfilled.

Kings in the scripture were like what we call mayors many times because they were rulers of cities not a nation.  Currently, we have a anti-Christian, anti-Israel and anti-democracy as the “King” of New York city.  He could be one of the kings that destroy the woman called Babylon, if not certainly the same spirit.

REVELATION 13:
18 Here is wisdom. Let him that hath understanding count the number of the beast: for it is the number of a man; and his number is Six hundred threescore and six.

Is this something that will take place in a physical manifestation or will it be spiritual?
To count the number of the beast it takes wisdom.  That tells me no one will ever understand the mark of the beast unless it is given to them by the wisdom of God.

If it is physical, then it must be future which most religions teach because there is no record this scripture being fulfilled where to buy or sell, they had to have an identification of the beast.
REVELATION 13:
16 And he causeth all, both small and great, rich and poor, free and bond, to receive a mark in their right hand, or in their foreheads:

This is history, present, or not yet happen but will happen in the future. It is a prophecy that like all scripture must be fulfilled.

It is never a force but a cause that people take the mark of the beast.

  4160   poieo    {poy-eh'-o}  to be the authors of, the cause.

How does this occur?  Go back to the beginning.

REVELATION 13:
11 And I beheld another beast coming up out of the earth; and he had two horns like a lamb, and he spake as a dragon. 
12 And he exerciseth all the power of the first beast before him, and causeth the earth and them which dwell therein to worship the first beast, whose deadly wound was healed. 
13 And he doeth great wonders, so that he maketh fire come down from heaven on the earth in the sight of men, 
14 And deceiveth them that dwell on the earth by the means of those miracles which he had power to do in the sight of the beast; saying to them that dwell on the earth, that they should make an image to the beast, which had the wound by a sword, and did live. 
15 And he had power to give life unto the image of the beast, that the image of the beast should both speak, and cause that as many as would not worship the image of the beast should be killed.

Spiritually speaking you will never see this lamb as it appears in scriptures, and we should be careful to not try to physically expect these other attributes.

LUKE 6
44 For every tree is known by his own fruit. For of thorns men do not gather figs, nor of a bramble bush gather they grapes.

The only power to deceive people is by words.  Every false religion has been built by a false teacher.  The lamb of revelation 13 is later called a false prophet.

REVELATION 19:
20 And the beast was taken, and with him the false prophet that wrought miracles before him, with which he deceived them that had received the mark of the beast, and them that worshipped his image. These both were cast alive into a lake of fire burning with brimstone.

The lamb and the false prophet have the same fruit and achieved the same thing.  Revelation 13 tells how he did it and Revelation 19 tells the end.  These symbols represent more than one or two individuals their end in Revelation 19 is the end of political power and false prophecy and false teaching at that time.  Individuals will be judged later before they receive judgment.
HEBREWS 9:
27 And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment:
REVELATION 20:
10 And the devil that deceived them was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are, and shall be tormented day and night for ever and ever. 
11 And I saw a great white throne, and him that sat on it, from whose face the earth and the heaven fled away; and there was found no place for them. 
12 And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books were opened: and another book was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead were judged out of those things which were written in the books, according to their works.

REVELATION 13:
16 And he causeth all, both small and great, rich and poor, free and bond, to receive a mark in their right hand, or in their foreheads: 
17 And that no man might buy or sell, save he that had the mark, or the name of the beast, or the number of his name.

All does not mean ever person in the world because the true saints will never take it.

EPHESIANS 3
8 Unto me, who am less than the least of all saints, is this grace given, that I should preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ; 
   9 And to make all men see what is the fellowship of the mystery, which from the beginning of the world hath been hid in God, who created all things by Jesus Christ:
COLOSSIANS 1:
6 Which is come unto you, as it is in all the world; and bringeth forth fruit, as it doth also in you, since the day ye heard of it, and knew the grace of God in truth:
I CORINTHIANS 1
20 Where is the wise? where is the scribe? where is the disputer of this world? hath not God made foolish the wisdom of this world?

Anyone that gives you a name by any way of counting numbers to identify the mark of the beast is wrong because it can only be known by the wisdom that comes from God, and it will be given to an individual (let him) a person never a group.  God deals with individuals.

There is no scripture to say that anyone will ever receive the numbers 666 in their hand or forehead.

One of three things required to buy or sell. The mark no description of the mark is given, to can have the name of the beast or the number which is 666.

Who will receive it?  All?  Never.
 
REVELATION 15:
2 And I saw as it were a sea of glass mingled with fire: and them that had gotten the victory over the beast, and over his image, and over his mark, and over the number of his name, stand on the sea of glass, having the harps of God. 

Who are these people?  

3 And they sing the song of Moses the servant of God, and the song of the Lamb, saying, Great and marvellous are thy works, Lord God Almighty; just and true are thy ways, thou King of saints.

 That is Israel and most likely would be the first fruits of Israel also

EXODUS 15:
1 Then sang Moses and the children of Israel this song unto the LORD, and spake, saying, I will sing unto the LORD, for he hath triumphed gloriously: the horse and his rider hath he thrown into the sea.
REVELATION 5
9 And they sung a new song, saying, Thou art worthy to take the book, and to open the seals thereof: for thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation;

This should show that the mark of the beast whatever you may think it to be it already has been there since the first fruits of Israel were redeemed because it was overcome by those living.  We can understand this by a study in Revelation 12.

REVELATION 12
3 And there appeared another wonder in heaven; and behold a great red dragon, having seven heads and ten horns, and seven crowns upon his heads. 
4 And his tail drew the third part of the stars of heaven, and did cast them to the earth: and the dragon stood before the woman, which was ready to be delivered, for to devour her child as soon as it was born.

This scripture was fulfilled by the King and his forces at that time.

MATTHEW 2:
16 Then Herod, when he saw that he was mocked of the wise men, was exceeding wroth, and sent forth, and slew all the children that were in Bethlehem, and in all the coasts thereof, from two years old and under, according to the time which he had diligently enquired of the wise men.

The beast after being cast out of heaven at the catching up of Christ made war first with the woman and then with the remnant of her seed which her seed is Jesus Christ and those that believe his word are His true brethren.

MATTHEW 12:
50 For whosoever shall do the will of my Father which is in heaven, the same is my brother, and sister, and mother.

To my understanding this is the manifestation of Revelation 13 the beast from the sea in spirit and then in force to destroy the saints not by deception but force.


REVELATION 13:
1 And I stood upon the sand of the sea, and saw a beast rise up out of the sea, having seven heads and ten horns, and upon his horns ten crowns, and upon his heads the name of blasphemy.
REVELATION 13:
5 And there was given unto him a mouth speaking great things and blasphemies; and power was given unto him to continue forty and two months. 
6 And he opened his mouth in blasphemy against God, to blaspheme his name, and his tabernacle, and them that dwell in heaven. 
7 And it was given unto him to make war with the saints, and to overcome them: and power was given him over all kindreds, and tongues, and nations. 
8 And all that dwell upon the earth shall worship him, whose names are not written in the book of life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world.
REVELATION 17:
8 The beast that thou sawest was, and is not; and shall ascend out of the bottomless pit, and go into perdition: and they that dwell on the earth shall wonder, whose names were not written in the book of life from the foundation of the world, when they behold the beast that was, and is not, and yet is.

The beast is always a power to war and destroy, the image of the beast is the power to deceive and cause people to be spiritually blind.  Remember the image of the beast always does things in sight of the beast.

Some scriptures on buying and selling.  Also, a mark is not always an outward manifestation.

REVELATION 3:
18 I counsel thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire, that thou mayest be rich; and white raiment, that thou mayest be clothed, and that the shame of thy nakedness do not appear; and anoint thine eyes with eyesalve, that thou mayest see.
PROVERBS 23
23 Buy the truth, and sell it not; also wisdom, and instruction, and understanding.
ISAIAH 55:
1 Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and he that hath no money; come ye, buy, and eat; yea, come, buy wine and milk without money and without price.
EZEKIEL 9:
4 And the LORD said unto him, Go through the midst of the city, through the midst of Jerusalem, and set a mark upon the foreheads of the men that sigh and that cry for all the abominations that be done in the midst thereof.
REVELATION 7
3 Saying, Hurt not the earth, neither the sea, nor the trees, till we have sealed the servants of our God in their foreheads.
EPHESIANS 4:
30 And grieve not the holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of redemption.

4972   sphragizo    {sfrag-id'-zo}    1) to set a seal upon, mark with a seal, to seal.

Most religions in this day will not allow you to speak truth or have any say unless you have their mark or name. 

The church in history has killed those who disagreed with it and may again but those without the love from God are already a murderer.

JOHN 15
19 If ye were of the world, the world would love his own: but because ye are not of the world, but I have chosen you out of the world, therefore the world hateth you.
JOHN 15
25 But this cometh to pass, that the word might be fulfilled that is written in their law, They hated me without a cause.
JOHN 17:
14 I have given them thy word; and the world hath hated them, because they are not of the world, even as I am not of the world.
I JOHN 3:
13 Marvel not, my brethren, if the world hate you.
14 We know that we have passed from death unto life, because we love the brethren. He that loveth not his brother abideth in death. 
15 Whosoever hateth his brother is a murderer: and ye know that no murderer hath eternal life abiding in him.
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“CHRIST IN YOU, THE HOPE OF GLORY”
(Colossians 1: 27)
The one and only hope of glory for any sinner is “Christ in you.” It isn’t facts and feelings in you, or doctrine and religion in you, or even faith in you. True, Christ does not abide in the sinner who is without true, saving faith, but many have faith who do not have Christ (Matthew 7: 13-23; James 2: 14-16). 
The sinner in whom Christ dwells becomes a saint, a child of the living God, and shall inherit eternal glory. He has been born of God. He has a new life and a new divine nature (2 Peter 1:4; 2 Corinthians 5: 17). He has the mind of Christ, the heart of Christ, and the disposition and attitude of Christ. The new, divine nature may often be faint and feeble in its outward manifestations, but upon reflection, it will be found to be alive and sensitive to the sinfulness and inability of the old, fleshly nature, and to have an abiding ever-increasing need of the Lord Jesus Christ and His free grace. 
                                                             Pastor Maurice Montgomery




