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Be filled with the Spirit (notes)
9-20-26
EPHESIANS 5:15
»     15     †     See then that ye walk circumspectly, not as fools, but as wise, 
»     16     †     Redeeming the time, because the days are evil. 
»     17     †     Wherefore be ye not unwise, but understanding what the will of the Lord is. 
»     18     †     And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled with the Spirit; 
»     19     †     Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord; 
»     20     †     Giving thanks always for all things unto God and the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ;
I want to take my thought this morning from verse 18 where Paul says to be filled with the Spirit.
I am not referring to our initial filling when we got saved, received the baptism of the Holy Ghost which happened when we believed.
EPHESIANS 1:13     
13     †     In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, 
the gospel of your salvation: in whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise, 
»     14     †     Which is the earnest of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession, unto the praise of his glory.
ROMANS 14:17
»     17     †     For the kingdom of God is not meat and drink; but righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost.
The word spirit is found 234 times in the New Testament  and no matter if it’s capitalized or lower case, referring to an evil spirit of the Spirit of God they pretty much all come from the same Greek word.
Spirit- 4151  »      pneuma    {pnyoo'-mah}
 It can refer to the Holy Spirit, the spirit of man, the soul, an evil spirit,
the influence of either and even the movement of the wind.
But in our text the word spirit in Ephesians 5:18 uses what is called a present imperative in Greek, which conveys a command to “keep on being filled” rather than a one-time event.
An imperative is a verb form used to give a command or instruction for an ongoing action.
What is the sinful nature?
It is the permanent propensity of the flesh for evil even after we are converted.
ROMANS 7:21
»     21     †     I find then a law, that, when I would do good, evil is present with me.  
That’s not referring to the devil but his carnal nature.
Evil-  2556  »      kakos    {kak-os'} of a bad nature; not such as it ought to be, a mode of thinking, feeling, acting; base, wrong, wicked, troublesome, injurious, pernicious, destructive.
ROMANS 8:6
»     6     †     For to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually minded is life and peace. 
»     7     †     Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be. 
»     8     †     So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God. 
»     9     †     But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his. 
     10     †      ¶  And if Christ be in you, the body is dead because of sin; but the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 
»     11     †     But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he that raised up Christ from the dead shall also quicken your mortal bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in you. 
»     12     †     Therefore, brethren, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live after the flesh. 
»     13     †     For if ye live after the flesh, ye shall die: but if ye through the Spirit do mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall live.
The filling of the Holy Spirit isn’t just about Him being in us, but us being under His full and active influence.
That’s why the analogy of the wine.  
EPHESIANS 5:19
»     19     †     Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord;
This is constant, continual, willful and deliberate spiritual work ethic.
It starts with submission.
JAMES 4:7
»     7     †     Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.
ROMANS 8:14
»     14     †     For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God.
Again, we might think these things are a given and we will do them automatically but then why are there so many admonitions concerning these things in the Bible?
JUDE 1:20
»     20     †     But ye, beloved, building up yourselves on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Ghost, 
»     21     †     Keep yourselves in the love of God, looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life.
JAMES 1:27
»     27     †     Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father is this, To visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from the world.
Keep- 083  »      tereo    {tay-reh'-o}
to guard, to keep, one in the state in which he is. To preserve
JOHN 15:5
»     5     †     I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing.
Abide- to remain, to dwell, to continue to endure
COLOSSIANS 3:1
»     1     †      ¶  If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God. 
Seek- to desire, to aim at, to strive after, require, demand: to crave.
»     2     †     Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth. 
Set-to direct one's mind to a thing, to seek, to strive for
GALATIANS 5:16
»     16     †     This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh. 
»     17     †     For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: and these are contrary the one to the other: so that ye cannot do the things that ye would. 
 ROMANS 12:1
»     1     †      ¶  I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. 
  2     †     And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.
Conformed-4964  »      suschematizo    {soos-khay-mat-id'-zo}
conform to, -- fashion (one's) self according to,
  to conform one's self (i.e. one's mind and character) to another's pattern, (fashion one's self according to) to shape one thing like another and describes what is transitory, changeable, and unstable.
This is in contrast to: 
ROMANS 8:29
»     29     †      ¶  For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren.
Conformed-4832  »      summorphos    {soom-mor-fos'}  
conformed to -- fashioned like unto
  having the same form as another, similar, conformed to, describes what is the essence in character and thus complete or durable, not merely a form or outline.
Here in this verse it’s Him doing the conforming and in Chapter 12 verse 1 we’re doing the conforming.

EPHESIANS 5:8
»     8     †     For ye were sometimes darkness, but now are ye light in the Lord: walk as children of light: 
»     9     †     (For the fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness and righteousness and truth;) 
»     10     †     Proving what is acceptable unto the Lord. 
»     11     †     And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove them. 
»     12     †     For it is a shame even to speak of those things which are done of them in secret.
MATTHEW 26:38
»     38     †     Then saith he unto them, My soul is exceeding sorrowful, even unto death: tarry ye here, and watch with me.
»     39     †     And he went a little further, and fell on his face, and prayed, saying, O my Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me: He struggled with the flesh.
nevertheless not as I will, but as thou wilt.
»     40     †     And he cometh unto the disciples, and findeth them asleep, and saith unto Peter, What, could ye not watch with me one hour? 
»     41     †     Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation: the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.
HEBREWS 2:17
»     17     †     Wherefore in all things it behoved him to be made like unto his brethren, that he might be a merciful and faithful high priest in things pertaining to God, to make reconciliation for the sins of the people. 
     18     †     For in that he himself hath suffered being tempted, he is able to succour them that are tempted. 
Succour means to help, to come to the aid of
Christ assumed true humanity so He could experience human desires, thoughts, feelings, emotions and affections.
HEBREWS 4:14
»     14     †     Seeing then that we have a great high priest, that is passed into the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our profession. 
»     15     †     For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin.
Touched-4834  »      sumpatheo    {soom-path-eh'-o}    
to have compassion,  be touched with a feeling of, to be affected with the same feeling as another, to sympathise with.
Is the fact that we can be tempted and sometimes fail and infirmity.
Yes I believe it is.
Infirmity- 769  »      astheneia    {as-then'-i-ah}
want of strength, weakness,of the body; its native weakness and frailty, feebleness of health or sickness.
 of the soul; want of strength and capacity requisite, to understand a thing, to do things great and glorious, to restrain corrupt desires, to bear trials and troubles.
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HEBREWS 5:7
»     7     †     Who in the days of his flesh, when he had offered up prayers and supplications with strong crying and tears unto him that was able to save him from death, and was heard in that he feared; 
»     8     †     Though he were a Son, yet learned he obedience by the things which he suffered;
II CORINTHIANS 5:21
»     21     †     For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him.
I PETER 2:22
»     22     †     Who did no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth:
I JOHN 3:5
»     5     †     And ye know that he was manifested to take away our sins; and in him is no sin.
ROMANS 8:1
»     1     †      ¶  There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit. 
»     2     †     For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and death. 
»     3     †     For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh:

ISAIAH 53:1
»     1     †      ¶  Who hath believed our report? and to whom is the arm of the LORD revealed?
»     2     †     For he shall grow up before him as a tender plant, and as a root out of a dry ground: he hath no form nor comeliness; and when we shall see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him.
»     3     †     He is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief: and we hid as it were our faces from him; he was despised, and we esteemed him not.
»     4     †      ¶  Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted.
»     5     †     But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed.
 HEBREWS 12:1
»     1     †      ¶  Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set before us,


