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5-10-26 Identifying the Church Christ is Building.
The Words in italics are my comments.
Other references Strong’s concordance unless indicated otherwise.
MATTHEW 16:
18 And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.

That’s quite a promise as we know the word church means those that are called out.

Church:1577   ekklesia    {ek-klay-see'-ah}a gathering of citizens called out from their homes into some public place; an assembly

A Church is any group of people that are called to assemble, and it does not limit itself to mean what is called a Christian church.  The part I want to emphasize is what Christ called “My Church.”

My is from the Greek word 1473 ego which show personal ownership.  Christ only built one church, and we must find from scripture that church for all others or counterfeits.

Any honest historian will agree that the councils beginning with Nicaean and the ones that follow and still follow today in some form was an attempt to bring churches together under one doctrine.

n the history of Christianity, the first seven ecumenical councils are as follows: the First Council of Nicaea in 325, the First Council of Constantinople in 381, the Council of Ephesus in 431, the Council of Chalcedon in 451, the Second Council of Constantinople in 553, the Third Council of Constantinople from 680 to 681 and finally, the Second Council of Nicaea in 787.
These seven events represented an attempt by Church leaders to reach an orthodox consensus, restore peace[1] and develop a unified Christendom.[2] 
Orthodoxy (from Ancient Greek ὀρθοδοξία (orthodoxía) 'righteous/correct opinion')[1][2] is adherence to a purported "correct" or otherwise mainstream- or classically accepted creed, especially in religion.[3]
Consensus:   a general agreement: 

The orthodox Catholic church has had the most success as far at the council’s intention and also allows the most unrestricted life also.

The bible recognizes churches as any group that gathers with a claim to Christianly that has true believers in it but that does not mean every named church in scripture is the church Christ built.

REVELATION 2:
4 Nevertheless I have somewhat against thee, because thou hast left thy first love.
5 Remember therefore from whence thou art fallen, and repent, and do the first works; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will remove thy candlestick out of his place, except thou repent.
6 But this thou hast, that thou hatest the deeds of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate.
7 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the midst of the paradise of God.

This message was to the entire group called church because we are identified with which we are a part of.  God gives all a chance to repent but warn the light of the church will be removed if repentance is not found.  Then the message to the overcomers.

REVELATION 18
4 And I heard another voice from heaven, saying, Come out of her, my people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues.
II CORINTHIANS 6:
16 And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols? for ye are the temple of the living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I 
17 Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you, 
18 And will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty.

Idol is an object or being to worship. Unclean would mean it was not separated for God’s purpose alone.
MATTHEW 13
47 Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto a net, that was cast into the sea, and gathered of every kind: 
48 Which, when it was full, they drew to shore, and sat down, and gathered the good into vessels, but cast the bad away.

Christ explains how He will build His Church and the attributes of it.

Peter in Matthew 8:16 receive a personal understanding of Christ from God the Father and Jesus emphasized that was the way He would build His church by the ones that heard the Fathers call and by revelation or faith know Christ.

MATTHEW 16:
17 And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven.

 As there are many groups called churches there truly are only two religions in the world by doctrine today and that is the church built by Christ and the Church built by mankind.
JOHN 17:
24 Father, I will that they also, whom thou hast given me, be with me where I am; that they may behold my glory, which thou hast given me: for thou lovedst me before the foundation of the world.
JOHN 6:
65 And he said, Therefore said I unto you, that no man can come unto me, except it were given unto him of my Father.

That takes flesh and blood out altogether.

But men will make doctrine about election and predestination around that scripture again in an attempt to bring believers to one doctrine that they want all to agree on.

The foundation laid by the council which brough the state (Rome) and the church (that religion conceived by the carnal mind.) main teaching was about the Godhead and divinity of Jesus Christ. From that comes many doctrines mostly about either what is called Calvinism or Arminianism which again is the doctrine founded by men.  The main difference being Calvinism under different names means God choses who will be saved and who will be lost and neither have any control over the results.
Arminianism and its different doctrines are mostly they believe a person has a part in their own salvation.  

I do not believe either in completely true but as in most doctrine there is a truth that only the scripture and the Holy Spirit can bring out.

Briefly the doctrines are different interpretation of the same scriptures.

I PETER 1:
2 Elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through sanctification of the Spirit, unto obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ: Grace unto you, and peace, be multiplied.

4268   prognosis    {prog'-no-sis}  from 4267 to have knowledge before hand, to foreknow; to predestinate: those whom God foreknew so that they would love him

Predestinate is used four times in the New Testament.

ROMANS 8:
29 For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren. 
30 Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he called, them he also justified: and whom he justified, them he also glorified.
EPHESIANS 1
5 Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of his will,
EPHESIANS 1
11 In whom also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestinated according to the purpose of him who worketh all things after the counsel of his own will:

4309   proorizo    {pro-or-id'-zo}   to predetermine, decide beforehand; in the NT of God decreeing from eternity; to foreordain, appoint beforehand

To say that God know all is only saying what scripture say.

ISAIAH 46:
9 Remember the former things of old: for I am God, and there is none else; I am God, and there is none like me,
10 Declaring the end from the beginning, and from ancient times the things that are not yet done, saying, My counsel shall stand, and I will do all my pleasure:
11 Calling a ravenous bird from the east, the man that executeth my counsel from a far country: yea, I have spoken it, I will also bring it to pass; I have purposed it, I will also do it.

God brings His Word to past through the gospel.

MARK 16:
15 And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature.

God gathers those who He foreknew would believe.

II THESSALONIANS 2:
13 But we are bound to give thanks alway to God for you, brethren beloved of the Lord, because God hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth: 
14 Whereunto he called you by our gospel, to the obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Many doctrines have developed over the centuries in an attempt put people in the oneness Christ spoke about and many attempts have been made through singing, social, and even denial of self, altar calls and different ways to dress and do certain works to point people in one direction or another.

The Lord looks at only two attributes.
ACTS 10:
34 Then Peter opened his mouth, and said, Of a truth I perceive that God is no respecter of persons.
35 But in every nation he that feareth him, and worketh righteousness, is accepted with him. 
36 The word which God sent unto the children of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ: (he is Lord of all:)
ROMANS 4:
5 But to him that worketh not, but believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for righteousness.

The gospel gathers the true church to Christ through the power of the gospel.

JOHN 17:
11 And now I am no more in the world, but these are in the world, and I come to thee. Holy Father, keep through thine own name those whom thou hast given me, that they may be one, as we are.
JOHN 17:
20 Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also which shall believe on me through their word; 
21 That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be one in us: that the world may believe that thou hast sent me.

What is called oneness or one with God is what most what is called Christian religions are trying to achieve by compelling people to believe their particular doctrine.

Jesus Christ calls by the gospel and reveals all we ever need to know about Christ and the Father.
MATTHEW 11:
27 All things are delivered unto me of my Father: and no man knoweth the Son, but the Father; neither knoweth any man the Father, save the Son, and he to whomsoever the Son will reveal him.
JOHN 17:
20 Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also which shall believe on me through their word; 
21 That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be one in us: that the world may believe that thou hast sent me.

We are taught if we know the Lord hears our prayers, we will have our request or petitions.
I JOHN 5
14 And this is the confidence that we have in him, that, if we ask any thing according to his will, he heareth us: 
15 And if we know that he hear us, whatsoever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we desired of him.

Jesus could not doubt the Father heard him and He always did and ask the will of the Father.
JOHN 11:
42 And I knew that thou hearest me always: but because of the people which stand by I said it, that they may believe that thou hast sent me.
JOHN 8:
29 And he that sent me is with me: the Father hath not left me alone; for I do always those things that please him.
JOHN 5:
30 I can of mine own self do nothing: as I hear, I judge: and my judgment is just; because I seek not mine own will, but the will of the Father which hath sent me.

The Lord prayed for those who would believe on Him through their word.  That is what is recorded in the scriptures, and we also know Paul was ordained to preach the gospel.

If we believe any other doctrine other than what is recorded in scripture, we put ourselves out of the promises and the prayers of Christ and under a curse.

GALATIANS 1
9 As we said before, so say I now again, If any man preach any other gospel unto you than that ye have received, let him be accursed.
JOHN 17:
9 I pray for them: I pray not for the world, but for them which thou hast given me; for they are thine.

The church has many that are called but the true church is the overcomers and that by the grace and power of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Christ alone has built and maintained his church no man has ever produced anything that added to that church
JOHN 10:
27 My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me: 
28 And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand.
29 My Father, which gave them me, is greater than all; and no man is able to pluck them out of my Father's hand.
30 I and my Father are one.

Being one means exactly what it says.  It does not mean two or three and call it one, but the One God lives inside the Son Jesus Christ so The Holy Spirit live inside the true believer and will fulfil these scriptures because it is God that worketh in you.

PHILIPPIANS 2:
12 Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling. 
13 For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure.
ROMANS 15
6 That ye may with one mind and one mouth glorify God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
PHILIPPIANS 1:
27 Only let your conversation be as it becometh the gospel of Christ: that whether I come and see you, or else be absent, I may hear of your affairs, that ye stand fast in one spirit, with one mind striving together for the faith of the gospel;
I CORINTHIANS 2:
16 For who hath known the mind of the Lord, that he may instruct him? But we have the mind of Christ.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
God created man out of the dust, and back to the dust he goes at the word of His creator (Gen. 3:19). By His word we live, and by His word we die. Believers do not die because of AGE, DISEASE, or a decree of FATE, but by the will and word of our Heavenly Father. An old writer once said, "Even an angel cannot save me from the grave, nor could a thousand angels put me there." Our times are in His hand (Psalm 31:15)! One of our friends was asked if she had any preference concerning when and how she would die. She replied, "No, indeed, those matters are in the hands of my Father." "But what if He would refer it to you?" "Then, I suppose that I would refer it back to Him again." Just teach us, Lord, to number our days that we may apply our hearts to wisdom (Psalm 90:12).
                                           Henry T. Mahan

the Word of God clearly and emphatically state that salvation is:
· According to the good pleasure of God’s will. (Ephesians 1:5)
· According to the riches of God’s grace. (Ephesians 1:7)
· According to God’s good pleasure. (Ephesians 1:9)
· According to God’s eternal purpose. (Ephesians 1:11)
· According to the riches of God’s glory. (Ephesians 1:19)

According to the Word of God, it sounds to me like, “Salvation is of the Lord.” 			             
         	                                                           Pastor David Eddmenson

