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9,-13-22 Grace, Faith,and a gift
The Words in italics are my comments.
Other references Strong’s concordance unless indicated otherwise.
EPHESIANS 2:
8 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: 
9 Not of works, lest any man should boast. 
10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them.

I would like to speak on something different today and Lord willing I will continue to Revelation 12 in our midweek service Lord willing.   Today mostly I want to speak on faith.  I believe the way it is taught in a lot of what is called churches will mostly block real faith.  Most reformed or Calvinist groups are built on that one scripture I just read.  They will quote multitudes of other scriptures and at the same time never mentions the ones that would contradict their doctrine.

I’m not going to take a lot of time talking about false doctrines because there are many but quickly reformed churches, Lutheran, Presbyterian and any Calvinist groups teach that no one can have faith until God without their asking causes them to have a born again experience and gives them a gift of faith and then they can believe. 

Let us go completely by scriptures.

Before faith we must receive grace.  Grace points us to what to have faith about.

JOHN 1:
17 For the law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ.

Grace is something that you yourself cannot provide.

ROMANS 3:
23 For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God; 
24 Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus: 
25 Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare his righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of God;
ROMANS 4:
4 Now to him that worketh is the reward not reckoned of grace, but of debt.
ROMANS 5
2 By whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God.

Grace comes through faith.

How does faith come?  First without grace there would be no faith.

GALATIANS 1:
6 I marvel that ye are so soon removed from him that called you into the grace of Christ unto another gospel:
ROMANS 10:
17 So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.
II THESSALONIANS 2:
14 Whereunto he called you by our gospel, to the obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.

So, we receive grace when we believe as we hear the Word of the Lord.  

The Gospel tells us how to receive grace which is a free gift that does not require works until they are produced by faith.
HEBREWS 4:
15 For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin. 
16 Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need.

Notice grace comes when we ask or come for it.

I PETER 1:
12 Unto whom it was revealed, that not unto themselves, but unto us they did minister the things, which are now reported unto you by them that have preached the gospel unto you with the Holy Ghost sent down from heaven; which things the angels desire to look into. 
13 Wherefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and hope to the end for the grace that is to be brought unto you at the revelation of Jesus Christ;

Grace is given at the revelation of Jesus Christ.

MATTHEW 16:
16 And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God. 
17 And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven.

Now the gift.
ROMANS 5:
15 But not as the offence, so also is the free gift. For if through the offence of one many be dead, much more the grace of God, and the gift by grace, which is by one man, Jesus Christ, hath abounded unto many. 
16 And not as it was by one that sinned, so is the gift: for the judgment was by one to condemnation, but the free gift is of many offences unto justification. 
17 For if by one man's offence death reigned by one; much more they which receive abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness shall reign in life by one, Jesus Christ.) 
18 Therefore as by the offence of one judgment came upon all men to condemnation; even so by the righteousness of one the free gift came upon all men unto justification of life.

The free gift is the death of Jesus Christ to a people that could and cannot do anything to save themselves.

God sends the gospel to tell us of this gift and how we receive it by grace when we believe.

Grace always means without works, unless we count repentance as works which it is a change of mind.
MARK 1
15 And saying, The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand: repent ye, and believe the gospel.
II TIMOTHY 2:
24 And the servant of the Lord must not strive; but be gentle unto all men, apt to teach, patient, 
25 In meekness instructing those that oppose themselves; if God peradventure will give them repentance to the acknowledging of the truth; 
26 And that they may recover themselves out of the snare of the devil, who are taken captive by him at his will.

Every false religion will take you out of the Word of God and many religious people do not realize they remain in a snare of the devil.
JOHN 8:
31 Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed; 
32 And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.
33 They answered him, We be Abraham's seed, and were never in bondage to any man: how sayest thou, Ye shall be made free? 
34 Jesus answered them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Whosoever committeth sin is the servant of sin.

Repentance 3341   metanoia    {met-an'-oy-ah} a change of mind: as it appears to one who repents,
II CORINTHIANS 7:
10 For godly sorrow worketh repentance to salvation not to be repented of: but the sorrow of the world worketh death.
LUKE 18:
13 And the publican, standing afar off, would not lift up so much as his eyes unto heaven, but smote upon his breast, saying, God be merciful to me a sinner.
 14 I tell you, this man went down to his house justified rather than the other: for every one that exalteth himself shall be abased; and he that humbleth himself shall be exalted.

The message of the gospel.
You are lost and there is nothing you can do until we hear the gospel. 
The reason there is nothing you can do is because Christ has done all that is needed.
If we believe the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, then His Grace will be given.

MATTHEW 23:
19 Ye fools and blind: for whether is greater, the gift, or the altar that sanctifieth the gift?

There is nothing we can offer except Christ who sanctifies us.

All we can offer Christ is our faith in Him and we present our bodies as a living sacrifice.

Meaning our bodies are there for Christ to use as he sees fit.

ROMANS 12:
1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. 
2 And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God. 
3 For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that is among you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think; but to think soberly, according as God hath dealt to every man the measure of faith.

Each person as Paul the apostle are given grace and faith to serve Christ according to His will.

HEBREWS 12:
1 Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set before us, 
2 Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God.

Race:  73   agon    {ag-one'}   conflict, a battle.

This battle is not one we choose but Christ as the author.

Author: 747   archegos    {ar-khay-gos'}  one that takes the lead in anything and thus affords an example, a predecessor in a matter, pioneer

Finisher:   5047   teleiotes    {tel-i-ot'-ace}  perfection; moral and spiritual perfection.

Paul had a road or fight of suffering to face on his faith journey.


ACTS 9:
15 But the Lord said unto him, Go thy way: for he is a chosen vessel unto me, to bear my name before the Gentiles, and kings, and the children of Israel: 
16 For I will shew him how great things he must suffer for my name's sake.

Paul had a battle sometimes to accept the road he was on.

II CORINTHIANS 12:
7 And lest I should be exalted above measure through the abundance of the revelations, there was given to me a thorn in the flesh, the messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest I should be exalted above measure. 
8 For this thing I besought the Lord thrice, that it might depart from me. 
9 And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power 
of Christ may rest upon me.
I CORINTHIANS 15:
10 But by the grace of God I am what I am: and his grace which was bestowed upon me was not in vain; but I laboured more abundantly than they all: yet not I, but the grace of God which was with me.

Each Christian is giving grace and faith to travel the road Christ has chosen for them and it cannot fail.
ROMANS 12:
4 For as we have many members in one body, and all members have not the same office: 
5 So we, being many, are one body in Christ, and every one members one of another. 
6 Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, whether prophecy, let us prophesy according to the proportion of faith;
7 Or ministry, let us wait on our ministering: or he that teacheth, on teaching; 
8 Or he that exhorteth, on exhortation: he that giveth, let him do it with simplicity; he that ruleth, with diligence; he that sheweth mercy, with cheerfulness.

It is possible to minister scriptural gifts and works but not be the will of God.

MATTHEW 7:
22 Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works? 
23 And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity.
MATTHEW 24:
24 For there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and shall shew great signs and wonders; insomuch that, if it were possible, they shall deceive the very elect.

We should not worry about sign right or wrong, but it is the message that deceives. 

Any gift correctly used will express Christ only.  

Our faith is in first of all what he had done to purchase our salvation and continues in what we believe he can do which should be unlimited.

ROMANS 3:
22 Even the righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ unto all and upon all them that believe: for there is no difference:
GALATIANS 2:
16 Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Jesus Christ, that we might be justified by the faith of Christ, and not by the works of the law: for by the works of the law shall no flesh be justified.

Our faith is not that God will heal but rather He is able to heal and has given gifts to operate according to His will.
I CORINTHIANS 12:
4 Now there are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit.
I CORINTHIANS 12:
9 To another faith by the same Spirit; to another the gifts of healing by the same Spirit;
I CORINTHIANS 12:
11 But all these worketh that one and the selfsame Spirit, dividing to every man severally as he will.
I JOHN 5:
14 And this is the confidence that we have in him, that, if we ask any thing according to his will, he heareth us: 
15 And if we know that he hear us, whatsoever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we desired of him.

If we can somehow in ourselves produce the supernatural faith to cause healing, miracles, or other supernatural things then that glory would be taken from Christ who by grace does these things.

I as some of you have been taught that faith is common like believe your car will start that is not faith because your vehicle may not start that is hope.  You cannot hope you are saved, and you cannot take someone’s word for it must be like Peter a revelation from the Father that Jesus Christ is the Son of God and then you believe all the promise that pertain to your salvation.

ROMANS 4:
20 He staggered not at the promise of God through unbelief; but was strong in faith, giving glory to God; 
21 And being fully persuaded that, what he had promised, he was able also to perform. 
22 And therefore it was imputed to him for righteousness. 
23 Now it was not written for his sake alone, that it was imputed to him; 
24 But for us also, to whom it shall be imputed, if we believe on him that raised up Jesus our Lord from the dead;
ROMANS 4:
12 And the father of circumcision to them who are not of the circumcision only, but who also walk in the steps of that faith of our father Abraham, which he had being yet uncircumcised.
II CORINTHIANS 5:
7 (For we walk by faith, not by sight:)

Ever religion that people identify with by their name fulfils this scripture.

JOHN 5:
43 I am come in my Father's name, and ye receive me not: if another shall come in his own name, him ye will receive.
44 How can ye believe, which receive honour one of another, and seek not the honour that cometh from God only?
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We live in a most religious world. In every county, country and culture; among all people, without exception there is some form of religion. Did you know that all religions can be summed into two groups; the way of Cain or the way of Abel!
Cain represents the way that seems right unto men (Prov. 14:12), the way of the flesh, works, self-righteousness, self-glory, do the best you can and God will be satisfied. Cain approached God with the best efforts of all his labors, "the fruit of the ground" and God had no respect unto him or his offering. It is recorded in the scriptures, “woe unto them that have gone the way of Cain” (Jude 24).
Abel represents the way that God has established throughout scripture to show mercy to undeserving sinners. It is the way of grace (Rom. 3:24), the way of effectual substitution by a blood offering (2 Cor. 5:21), the way of faith (Heb. 11:4). Clearly, Abel and his offering is a picture of the only way of salvation in and through the Lord Jesus Christ (Acts 4:12). The Lord called Abel a righteous man (Matt. 23:35).
Now, which way are you going? I know that all of us by nature are going the way of Cain, because that is what comes to us naturally. It seems rather logical and reasonable to approach God on the basis of our works. However, our best efforts will never satisfy God’s offended justice (Psalm 39:5; Luke 16:15). God has singled out these two brothers to teach us the way of God’s salvation through faith alone (Heb. 12:2), Christ alone (John 14:6), through grace alone (2 Tim 1:9), through the blood alone (1 Peter 1:18-20), and to plainly condemn the way of works (Rom. 9:13-15; Titus 3:5). 
I pray that God will give us much grace to follow the example of Abel and to seek salvation in the Lord Jesus Christ. The Lord said, “Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.  Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls” (Matt. 11:28).
Tom Harding?




