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Christ is God’s 
The Words in italics are my comments.
Other references Strong’s concordance unless indicated otherwise.
Good day to all I trust all are well.  

Prayer request:  Soon I hope to send a list of updated requests as most of us know the needs currently.

Special announcements:   bro. Justin Wacaster said that his wife went through surgery without a problem and he tanks God for that.

Please note:
We appreciate you being with us and if you are joining us for service today I would appreciate you letting me know.
Please remember all the prayer request.

Other info:

The phone for service is.  573-391-5854. It should work but, in the U.S., only.  The website for video on that number is listed below it should connect from anywhere in the world If the video or audio would fail with box cast, YouTube or Rumble.  the phone number is audio only but if you go to this website, it will have audio and video also, Lord willing.

Copy these links in blue and past them on your internet browser and it will take you to the correct place.

Dailpad. https://meetings.dialpad.com/joehefflin
  
These are other links to the service.   Boxcast is usually the best.

Boxcast
https://boxcast.tv/channel/nxfvjhekoghidsqyp97z
 
Rumble
https://rumble.com/user/JosephHefflin
 
Youtube link
https://www.youtube.com/@joehefflincapegirardeaumo9842

Website
 https://christistruth.net



I CORINTHIANS 3:
20 And again, The Lord knoweth the thoughts of the wise, that they are vain. 
21 Therefore let no man glory in men. For all things are yours; 
22 Whether Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas, or the world, or life, or death, or things present, or things to come; all are yours; 
23 And ye are Christ's; and Christ is God's.

16 different translations say it like this.

NASB 1977 
and you belong to Christ; and Christ belongs to God.

That might sound strange, but it makes a great statement.  It literally means Christ belongs to God. I want to state what I am going to teach and sadly I shouldn’t have to teach it at all.
 
What I mean by that there was no question about God or Christ in the early church God was the Father and Christ was and is the Son of God.  Those questions came and the attempts to answer then is what has caused so much division along with many other doctrines. I do not and will not preach doctrine as a means to salvation but rather it is a means for spiritual strength, understanding and wisdom after salvation.

I CORINTHIANS 15:””
1 Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the gospel which I preached unto 
2 By which also ye are saved, if ye keep in memory what I preached unto you, unless ye have believed in vain. 
3 For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, how that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures; 
4 And that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the scriptures:

Salvation was and is simple.
ACTS 8:
37 And Philip said, If thou believest with all thine heart, thou mayest. And he answered and said, I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.
I JOHN 3:
23 And this is his commandment, That we should believe on the name of his Son Jesus Christ, and love one another, as he gave us commandment.

Peter preached the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ on the day of Pentecost he did not preach trinity or election and did not mention baptism until asked what to do.



ACTS 2:
37 Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their heart, and said unto Peter and to the rest of the apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we do? 
38 Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.
I JOHN 5:
13 These things have I written unto you that believe on the name of the Son of God; that ye may know that ye have eternal life, and that ye may believe on the name of the Son of God.

Even the doctrine John preached was not to give knowledge of salvation but to assure the people that they had salvation.  He also gives the only evidence of the baptism of the Holy Ghost anyone ever need.
I JOHN 5:
10 He that believeth on the Son of God hath the witness in himself: he that believeth not God hath made him a liar; because he believeth not the record that God gave of his Son. 
11 And this is the record, that God hath given to us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. 
12 He that hath the Son hath life; and he that hath not the Son of God hath not life. 
13 These things have I written unto you that believe on the name of the Son of God; that ye may know that ye have eternal life, and that ye may believe on the name of 
the Son of God.

The Holy Ghost through Paul warned of things to come.

ACTS 20:
29 For I know this, that after my departing shall grievous wolves enter in among you, not sparing the flock. 
30 Also of your own selves shall men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples after them.
II CORINTHIANS 11:
3 But I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve through his subtilty, so your minds should be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ. 
4 For if he that cometh preacheth another Jesus, whom we have not preached, or if ye receive another spirit, which ye have not received, or another gospel, which ye have not accepted, ye might well bear with him.
GALATIANS 1:
6 I marvel that ye are so soon removed from him that called you into the grace of Christ unto another gospel: 
7 Which is not another; but there be some that trouble you, and would pervert the gospel of Christ. 
8 But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than that which we have preached unto you, let him be accursed.

I don’t mean to judge but according to scripture I am afraid many ministers are living under a curse

I believe and stand with this until I am corrected by scripture or the Spirit of God.

I CORINTHIANS 3:
10 According to the grace of God which is given unto me, as a wise masterbuilder, I have laid the foundation, and another buildeth thereon. But let every man take heed how he buildeth thereupon. 
11 For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ.

The first thing to be preached is Jesus Christ not the trinity, not election or predestination or dress codes or Old Testament laws but Jesus Christ.

I do not know all the doctrines that are taught about Jesus Christ, but I will look at some that is taught and try to understand truth by scripture.

Different religions are built upon the understanding of man or mankind, and groups can be built around any doctrine that a carnal mind can come up with.   Only Christ can build a true church and that does not have a particular name to identify it.

PSALM 127:
1 A Song of degrees for Solomon. Except the LORD build the house, they labour in vain that build it: except the LORD keep the city, the watchman waketh but in vain.
MATTHEW 11:
27 All things are delivered unto me of my Father: and no man knoweth the Son, but the Father; neither knoweth any man the Father, save the Son, and he to whomsoever the Son will reveal him.
JOHN 6:
45 It is written in the prophets, And they shall be all taught of God. Every man therefore that hath heard, and hath learned of the Father, cometh unto me.
JOHN 6:
44 No man can come to me, except the Father which hath sent me draw him: and I will raise him up at the last day.
JOHN 14:
6 Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.

Most Christian identified groups teach Jesus Christ is the Son of God, but they identify him in different ways which disqualifies them from the Truth.

Most know me by name, if someone adds a wrong description it is no longer me.
Joe is a barber or a farmer or a politician I am not, so that is not me it is another Joe.

I also state by scripture that any church built upon a foundation of a trinity god is built upon a foundation that will fail.

Some teach these things

Jesus is another God one of three
Jesus is also the Father just changes from Father to Son and will go back to Father.

This is the orthodox teaching about Christ as most teach it.

https://saintgregoryoc.org/orthodox-christianity/the-orthodox-creed/
We believe that all the Persons of the Holy Trinity are equally in divine perfection, greatness, power, and glory. That is, we believe that the Father is true and perfect God, the Son is true and perfect God, and, the Holy Spirit is true and perfect God. Therefore, in prayers, we simultaneously glorify the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit as one God.

I know most would think I am reaching to say what I am about to say but I believe many people possess an idol and pray to it as instructed by many religious teachers.

What I mean as in my previous teaching Charles Spurgeon said that we should pray to the Holy Ghost.  John MacAuthur and others have said the same thing.  If people obey this false teaching which does not have even one scripture, they are praying to a god completely made by man’s mental workmanship and many even have a physical idol to represent their God.
[image: A white dove figurine

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]
First let me try to say who I believe Christ to be.  Of Course, the Son of God which is repeated 51 times.
MATTHEW 14:
33 Then they that were in the ship came and worshipped him, saying, Of a truth thou art the Son of God.
MATTHEW 4:
10 Then saith Jesus unto him, Get thee hence, Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve.
JOHN 4:
23 But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship him.

All Hebrew were taught to worship only one God but not forbidden to give respect to another if it was not accepted as their God.

Worship:  4352   proskuneo    {pros-koo-neh'-o}    proskunevw    from 4314 and a probable derivative of 2965 (meaning to kiss, like a dog licking his master's hand); TDNT -- 6:758,948; vb

 AV  -- worship (60)
 1) to kiss the hand to (towards) one, in token of reverence; hence among the Orientals, esp. the Persians, to fall upon the knees and touch the ground with the forehead as an expression of profound reverence; in the NT by kneeling or prostration to do homage (to one) or make obeisance, whether in order to express respect or to make supplication
   1a) used of homage shown to men of superior rank: the Jewish high priests

MATTHEW 18:
24 And when he had begun to reckon, one was brought unto him, which owed him ten thousand talents.
25 But forasmuch as he had not to pay, his lord commanded him to be sold, and his wife, and children, and all that he had, and payment to be made. 
26 The servant therefore fell down, and worshipped him, saying, Lord, have patience with me, and I will pay thee.

The trinity teaching will say since all three make up one god it doesn’t matter about worship but there are no scriptures to tell us to worship the Holy Ghost or even other than being the Spirit of the Father God.

 There are no scriptures to worship Jesus Christ as a God…

To make Christ a God equal to His Father they often use this scripture.

JOHN 8:
56 Your father Abraham rejoiced to see my day: and he saw it, and was glad.
57 Then said the Jews unto him, Thou art not yet fifty years old, and hast thou seen Abraham? 
58 Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Before Abraham was, I am.
 59   Then took they up stones to cast at him: but Jesus hid himself, and went out of the temple, going through the midst of them, and so passed by.

This is used in scripture 134 times.   I am: {i-mee'} 1510   eimi    {i-mee'} to be, to exist, to happen, to be present.

No matter what we think we believe, Jesus Christ in the physical presence that he was speaking at that time was never before Abraham.  Still according to scripture before Abraham was “I am.”

GENESIS 22:
15 And the angel of the LORD called unto Abraham out of heaven the second time,
16 And said, By myself have I sworn, saith the LORD, for because thou hast done this thing, and hast not withheld thy son, thine only son:
17 That in blessing I will bless thee, and in multiplying I will multiply thy seed as the stars of the heaven, and as the sand which is upon the sea shore; and thy seed shall possess the gate of his enemies;
18 And in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed; because thou hast obeyed my voice.
GALATIANS 3:
16 Now to Abraham and his seed were the promises made. He saith not, And to seeds, as of many; but as of one, And to thy seed, which is Christ.

The seed which was at first the logos (that which is spoken) was certainly there before Abraham.

The generation of Jesus Christ from seed to Son of God begin at Abraham.
 Generation: 1078   genesis    {ghen'-es-is}source, origin; a book of one's lineage, i.e. in which his ancestry or progeny are enumerated
 2) used of birth, nativity
 3) of that which follows origin, viz. existence, life: the wheel of life (Jam 3:6), other explain it, the wheel of human origin which as soon as men are born begins to run, i.e. its course of life

MATTHEW 1:
1 The book of the generation of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham. 
2 Abraham begat Isaac; and Isaac begat Jacob; and Jacob begat Judas and his brethren;

Beginning with Abraham and ending with the physical birth from there continuing.

MATTHEW 1:
18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ was on this wise: When as his mother Mary was espoused to Joseph, before they came together, she was found with child of the Holy Ghost.

MATTHEW 1:
23 Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son, and they shall call his name Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, God with us.
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THE SUN OF RIGHTEOUSNESS
“But unto you that fear my name shall the Sun of righteousness arise with healing in his wings; and ye shall go forth, and grow up as calves of the stall” (Malachi 4:2).
 This is one of the many promises found throughout the scriptures that proclaim and declare unto us the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ and salvation accomplished by HIM (2 Pet. 1:4). This promise is given to those that fear and reverence His name. We know the scriptures describe the ungodly as, "having no fear of God before their eyes" (Rom. 3:18). However, those that are humbled by Almighty grace do have a saving and loving knowledge of God in Christ Jesus and truly worship and confess that Jesus Christ is all and all (Col. 3:11). Believers are described in Mal. 3:16, as those that speak of His Name and meditate upon His Name (John 12:41; 1Tim. 4:15). Notice several blessings that are given in this scripture.
1). The Sun of Righteousness shall arise. The Lord Jesus Christ is the very power and glory of the righteousness that every believer desires to be found in (Phil. 3:9; Jer. 23:6). It is only through the obedience of our Saviour unto death that fully answers to the demand of God's Holy Law (Gal. 3:13; Isa. 42:21). As there is but one Sun, so also there is but one Righteousness that justifies the ungodly, the Lord Jesus Christ (Rom. 4:3-8; Gal. 1:3-6; Rev. 22:2).
2). There is healing (salvation) in His wings (person). Our Lord Jesus Christ is known as, Jehovah Rapha: the Lord that healeth thee (Ex. 15:26). Our Redeemer declared He was sent to heal the broken hearted (Luke 4:18). Pardon of our iniquities and the cleansing of our sins are only through His blood atonement (1John 1:7; 4:10). With His stripes we are healed (Isa. 53:4-6; Psalm 103:1-4).
3). You shall go forth (set at liberty). Believers have been set free from spiritual death (John 8:32-36; Gal. 5:1-4) and made new creatures in Christ (2Cor. 5:17). Set at liberty to serve the Lord as a loving bond slave and given spiritual life to honor and worship (John 4:24; 2 Cor. 5:14).
4). Grow up as calves of the stall. Every believer, upon whom the Sun of Righteousness shall arise, shall grow in grace and the knowledge of Christ (1Peter 2:2). God has commanded that the Light should abundantly shine in us (2Cor. 4:6). Believers are like the calves of the stall, that are lavishly fed (Psa. 23:1); comfortably housed (Psa. 46:1); regularly attended with much concern (Heb. 13:5); and are assured of full growth (2 Pet. 3:18). Even so, the elect of God are blessed in Christ Jesus with every spiritual blessing and are assured of complete salvation (Eph. 1:3-6; 1Cor. 1:30; Col.2:9-10).   John Newton’s Letters.
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