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10-4-26. A WRITING OF DIVORCEMENT
The Words in italics are my comments.
Other references Strong’s concordance unless indicated otherwise.
As I speak on this subject please do not form an opinion until I am finished about what you think I am teaching.  There are many things involved and I must be careful.

From my time in the Pentecostal church, I have seen lives destroyed by a misunderstanding of this subject and church rules pushed on people that they could not keep.  

This is a subject I do not take lightly, and I intend to tread softly as I attempt by grace to teach it by scripture
MATTHEW 19
3 The Pharisees also came unto him, tempting him, and saying unto him, Is it lawful for a man to put away his wife for every cause? 
4 And he answered and said unto them, Have ye not read, that he which made them at the beginning made them male and female, 
5 And said, For this cause shall a man leave father and mother, and shall cleave to his wife: and they twain shall be one flesh? 
6 Wherefore they are no more twain, but one flesh. What therefore God hath joined together, let not man put asunder.
7 They say unto him, Why did Moses then command to give a writing of divorcement, and to put her away? 
8 He saith unto them, Moses because of the hardness of your hearts suffered you to put away your wives: but from the beginning it was not so.
9 And I say unto you, Whosoever shall put away his wife, except it be for fornication, and shall marry another, committeth adultery: and whoso marrieth her which is put away doth commit adultery.

I suppose there are many versions of what is right or wrong in this doctrine most not because of what scripture actually tells us but rather what we are told about scripture.

Many will read this scripture not considering all other scriptures on the same subject.  We were taught that a man could put away his wife, but a wife could not put away her husband.  The scripture does not teach that. And there are many other teachings that must be proved or disproved by scripture.
MARK 10:
11 And he saith unto them, Whosoever shall put away his wife, and marry another, committeth adultery against her.
12 And if a woman shall put away her husband, and be married to another, she committeth adultery.

This is the scripture the Pharisees were referring to.



DEUTERONOMY 24:
1 When a man hath taken a wife, and married her, and it come to pass that she find no favour in his eyes, because he hath found some uncleanness in her: then let him write her a bill of divorcement, and give it in her hand, and send her out of his house.
2 And when she is departed out of his house, she may go and be another man's wife.
3 And if the latter husband hate her, and write her a bill of divorcement, and giveth it in her hand, and sendeth her out of his house; or if the latter husband die, which took her to be his wife;
4 Her former husband, which sent her away, may not take her again to be his wife, after that she is defiled; for that is abomination before the LORD: and thou shalt not cause the land to sin, which the LORD thy God giveth thee for an inheritance.

Uncleanness:  6172   'ervah    {er-vaw'}    nakedness, nudity, shame, pudenda
   1a) pudenda (implying shameful exposure) “most times in scripture translated as nakedness”. JH

When studying any subject, we must consider the difference between the Old and New Testament and before and after conversion.

God in a spiritual way had taken the nation of Israel as His wife but because of spiritual adultery He put her away and gave her a bill of divorcement.

JEREMIAH 3:
8 And I saw, when for all the causes whereby backsliding Israel committed adultery I had put her away, and given her a bill of divorce; yet her treacherous sister Judah feared not, but went and played the harlot also.
II CHRONICLES 21
11 Moreover he made high places in the mountains of Judah, and caused the inhabitants of Jerusalem to commit fornication, and compelled Judah thereto.

God gave Israel a way back when He sent His Son to be their King which they rejected. Which Jesus knew by election which was by foreknowledge.

LUKE 9:
22 Saying, The Son of man must suffer many things, and be rejected of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be slain, and be raised the third day.
ACTS 2:
23 Him, being delivered by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God, ye have taken, and by wicked hands have crucified and slain:

What Jesus said in Matthew 19 was not something new it had been truth since the beginning and has never changed.

Because of sin and the hardness of hearts he allowed things that the New Testament does not allow IF you are born again because it is no longer flesh but Christ in you.  Also, Christ was speaking of a time before the fall, but His Words are still true.
Was it sin, yes and they were provided a sin offering.  Christ is our sin offering and until He is accepted you are in sin.

LEVITICUS 4:
20 And he shall do with the bullock as he did with the bullock for a sin offering, so shall he do with this: and the priest shall make an atonement for them, and it shall be forgiven them.

The lust of the flesh was given a temporary covering because God knew that flesh was weak.

That what Christ said for the hardness of your hearts.

What God said in the beginning was true then, through the Old Testament and in the New Testament.   

We all have a hard heart until we are converted.

EZEKIEL 36:
26 A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will I put within you: and I will take away the stony heart out of your flesh, and I will give you an heart of flesh.

We know many things in the Old Testament such as putting away a wife or polygamy that were common even fornication was acceptable in the Old Testament with society but is not accepted today yet in God eyes it was never His perfect will.

ESTHER 2:
13 Then thus came every maiden unto the king; whatsoever she desired was given her to go with her out of the house of the women unto the king's house.
14 In the evening she went, and on the morrow she returned into the second house of the women, to the custody of Shaashgaz, the king's chamberlain, which kept the concubines: she came in unto the king no more, except the king delighted in her, and that she were called by name.
I KINGS 11:
3 And he had seven hundred wives, princesses, and three hundred concubines: and his wives turned away his heart.

There is only one marriage that is correct and that is the one that God ordains or as Christ said what God has put together.

But a man and a woman are still responsible for the vow or the wife or husband they except.   A marriage ceremony or a piece of paper does not make a marriage, but it is when a man takes a wife, and the wife accepts the man to be her husband is what God looks at. When Adam accepted Eve, she was his wife.

GENESIS 2:
23 And Adam said, This is now bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh: she shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of Man.
24 Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: and they shall be one flesh.

Same as with Rebekah
GENESIS 24:
67 And Isaac brought her into his mother Sarah's tent, and took Rebekah, and she became his wife; and he loved her: and Isaac was comforted after his mother's death.

One flesh does not happen when the vow takes place nor is it constant except for commitment.
I CORINTHIANS 6:
16 What? know ye not that he which is joined to an harlot is one body? for two, saith he, shall be one flesh.

The word of God has been the same from the beginning.

No Christian that is led and all should ever have or need a divorce.   Some marriage happens before conversion and maybe only one will become converted.

I CORINTHIANS 7:
10 And unto the married I command, yet not I, but the Lord, Let not the wife depart from her husband: 
11 But and if she depart, let her remain unmarried, or be reconciled to her husband: and let not the husband put away his wife. 

He is speaking to Christians in that scripture that both are Christians.

12 But to the rest speak I, not the Lord: If any brother hath a wife that believeth not, and she be pleased to dwell with him, let him not put her away.
13 And the woman which hath an husband that believeth not, and if he be pleased to dwell with her, let her not leave him. 

I would say that any abuse would say that the individual was not pleased with the other.
 
14 For the unbelieving husband is sanctified by the wife, and the unbelieving wife is sanctified by the husband: else were your children unclean; but now are they holy. 
15 But if the unbelieving depart, let him depart. A brother or a sister is not under bondage in such cases: but God hath called us to peace. 

By scripture there is no difference between a physical fornication or adultery then the spiritual one.  Self-righteous people will condemn the physical but often ignore spiritual which in God’s eyes is no difference.
MATTHEW 5
28 But I say unto you, That whosoever looketh on a woman to lust after her hath committed adultery with her already in his heart.

We live in a day that is filled with ways to lust.  Preachers used to preach against the radio, then the television came along and they got a radio but preached against tv now not a lot is said about the internet which is 1000 time more filth than radio and tv combined.  The sin not having the ability to use something wrong, but it is the inability to control what you watch.  Anyone with internet is about one click from adultery and fornication if they desire to use it that way and if they lust after those things and do not repent and receive forgiveness they will answer at the day of judgment the same as if they had committed physical sin.

I believe that we all are guilty of spiritual fornication and/or adultery and maybe some physical until we are received by our Lord then we are clean.

ROMANS 3:
23 For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;
MARK 8:
38 Whosoever therefore shall be ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation; of him also shall the Son of man be ashamed, when he cometh in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.

Many churches believe in partial forgiveness they believe God can forgive but still hold things against you.  Some churches do not believe if you have been divorced and remarried you can even be saved, other teach you must leave your husband or wife and live single to be saved which causes some to fall.

Jesus Christ told us not all could do that.

MATTHEW 19:
10 His disciples say unto him, If the case of the man be so with his wife, it is not good to marry. 
11 But he said unto them, All men cannot receive this saying, save they to whom it is given.
I CORINTHIANS 7:
24 Brethren, let every man, wherein he is called, therein abide with God.
I CORINTHIANS 7:
27 Art thou bound unto a wife? seek not to be loosed. Art thou loosed from a wife? seek not a wife. 
28 But and if thou marry, thou hast not sinned; and if a virgin marry, she hath not sinned. Nevertheless such shall have trouble in the flesh: but I spare you.

Virgin:  3933   parthenos    {par-then'-os} 1) a virgin i.e. either a marriageable maiden, or a woman who has never had sexual intercourse with a man, one's marriageable daughter

GENESIS 24:
16 And the damsel was very fair to look upon, a virgin, neither had any man known her: and she went down to the well, and filled her pitcher, and came up.
I CORINTHIANS 7:
31 And they that use this world, as not abusing it: for the fashion of this world passeth away.
32 But I would have you without carefulness. He that is unmarried careth for the things that belong to the Lord, how he may please the Lord: 
33 But he that is married careth for the things that are of the world, how he may please his wife.

To me the gospel settles the question if a person has accepted the gospel.

ACTS 13:
37 But he, whom God raised again, saw no corruption. 
38 Be it known unto you therefore, men and brethren, that through this man is preached unto you the forgiveness of sins: 
39 And by him all that believe are justified from all things, from which ye could not be justified by the law of Moses.

Young's Literal Translation
and from all things from which ye were not able in the law of Moses to be declared righteous, in this one every one who is believing is declared righteous;

ACTS 13:
40 Beware therefore, lest that come upon you, which is spoken of in the prophets; 
41 Behold, ye despisers, and wonder, and perish: for I work a work in your days, a work which ye shall in no wise believe, though a man declare it unto you.

Paul gives an example of this in the letter to the Corinthians.


I CORINTHIANS 6:
9 Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God? Be not deceived: neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of themselves with mankind, 
10 Nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom of God. 
11 And such were some of you: but ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God.

Before I close, 
I also want to include this scripture about the qualification of a minister.

I TIMOTHY 3:
1 This is a true saying, If a man desire the office of a bishop, he desireth a good work. 
2 A bishop then must be blameless, the husband of one wife, vigilant, sober, of good behaviour, given to hospitality, apt to teach; 
3 Not given to wine, no striker, not greedy of filthy lucre; but patient, not a brawler, not covetous; 
4 One that ruleth well his own house, having his children in subjection with all gravity; 
5 (For if a man know not how to rule his own house, how shall he take care of the church of God?) 
6 Not a novice, lest being lifted up with pride he fall into the condemnation of the devil.

I know most churches especially Pentecost would never accept a minister that has been married more than once even in sin but by scripture all things would not make an exception for a person called by God if he is called.

Kenneth Copeland has three wives I do not know of a place he has repented and acknowledged from a point he was born again and many ministers especially in what is called charismatic churches do not even question past, or even present tense adultery after they are caught.  He is just one and there are many others known and unknown.

MATTHEW 7:
1 Judge not, that ye be not judged.
2 For with what judgment ye judge, ye shall be judged: and with what measure ye mete, it shall be measured to you again.

Judgment by scripture is allowed if it is correct.

JOHN 7:
23 If a man on the sabbath day receive circumcision, that the law of Moses should not be broken; are ye angry at me, because I have made a man every whit whole on the sabbath day? 
24 Judge not according to the appearance, but judge righteous judgment.
ROMANS 10:
13 For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved. 
14 How then shall they call on him in whom they have not believed? and how shall they believe in him of whom they have not heard? and how shall they hear without a preacher? 
15 And how shall they preach, except they be sent? as it is written, How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good things!

I believe ministers that are not called can learn to preach and they do.  I doubt they can create a saving faith in Christ, and I may be wrong but according to that scripture the only preaching God accepts is the one he sends so we must be careful.
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He Will Make It Good

Look to Christ and not to yourself! He is our Surety from everlasting to everlasting. In the covenant of mercy He assumed full responsibility for our, redemption, and He will make it good. His righteousness is perfect, and in Him it is mine. His atonement is sufficient to cleanse me from all sin. His intercession, based upon His person and work, must prevail with our reconciled God. "By His stripes we are healed."                    Henry T. Mahan 
Disobedience
One word explains sin: Disobedience.
Romans 5:19 says, “For as by one man’s disobedience many were made sinners…”
One man. One act of disobedience. And through that one act, many were made sinners. All sin is, at its core, an act of rebellion against God. Because of Adam’s disobedience, sin entered the world, and there is nothing any son of Adam can do to undo what Adam did.
But thank God, the story does not end with Adam. There is One—the Son of God—who, through His obedience, has made many righteous. Romans 5:19 continues, “…so by the obedience of one shall many be made righteous.”
What no man could do through his own righteousness, One Man accomplished through His obedience. Adam’s disobedience brought sin and death; Christ’s obedience brought righteousness and life.
One man brought the fall. One Man brought salvation.
I thank God for that One Man—the Man Christ Jesus.
                                                                        Pastor John Chapman
A RAGS TO RICHES STORY
“But we are all as an unclean thing, and all our                      righteousnesses are as filthy rags...” (Isaiah 64:6)
I came before God with nothing to offer Him. Even my righteousness was nothing but filthy rags. But what I could never provide for myself, Christ provided for me.
He took my sin and gave me His righteousness. He took my guilt and gave me His peace. He took my poverty and made me rich in grace.
“For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, that ye through his poverty might be rich.” — 2 Corinthians 8:9
Salvation is the great exchange: my rags for His righteousness, my debt for His payment, my poverty for His riches.
I brought nothing to Christ but my need. He gave me everything in Himself.		                              Pastor David Eddmenson		
