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5-20-26 THE GREAT TRIBULATION
The Words in italics are my comments.
Other references Strong’s concordance unless indicated otherwise.
MATTHEW 24:
21 For then shall be great tribulation, such as was not since the beginning of the world to this time, no, nor ever shall be.
REVELATION 2:
22 Behold, I will cast her into a bed, and them that commit adultery with her into great tribulation, except they repent of their deeds.
REVELATION 7:
14 And I said unto him, Sir, thou knowest. And he said to me, These are they which came out of great tribulation, and have washed their robes, and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.

Those are the three scriptures that speak about the great tribulation.

Great:  3173   megas    {meg'-as}of the external form or sensible appearance of things (or of persons); in particular, of space and its dimensions,  183 times in the New Testament.
Tribulation:  2347   thlipsis    {thlip'-sis}   a pressing, pressing together, pressure; oppression, affliction, tribulation, distress, straits. 43 times in the New Testament.

MATTHEW 24:
5 For many shall come in my name, saying, I am Christ; and shall deceive many.

Deception comes first by teaching something that is not scripture.  Often it will be teaching a future happening as a great tribulation or other event that cause people to look at a carnal explanation and miss a present tense revealing.

That is why Israel refused both John the Baptist and Jesus Christ because they did not reveal themselves as the teachers had taught.  The world has many teaching things to happen that have no idea what they are talking about as does anyone trying to explain things God holds in secret until they happen.  We can know some future things but can only understand by scripture what it means or how it happens.

I recently spoke to a person who said he was told not to look for the return of Christ but rather first the resurrection of the dead which would appear, and we would see our love ones  for 30-40 days before the catching away or rapture as they call it.

When I tried to say that is not scripture** I could feel it was not accepted.  Deception is denying scripture for anything else as a substitute.

II TIMOTHY 4:
3 For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; 
4 And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables.

I recently seen a sermon titled “is the rapture before or after the great tribulation?”

One of the references of the great tribulation is found in Matthew and two of the other books of the gospel and is addressed to Israel only.

MATTHEW 24:
15 When ye therefore shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet, stand in the holy place, (whoso readeth, let him understand:) 
16 Then let them which be in Judaea flee into the mountains: 

Jerusalem is left desolate and that will not change.

MATTHEW 23:
37 O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets, and stonest them which are sent unto thee, how often would I have gathered thy children together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye would not! 
38 Behold, your house is left unto you desolate.
GALATIANS 4:
25 For this Agar is mount Sinai in Arabia, and answereth to Jerusalem which now is, and is in bondage with her children. 
26 But Jerusalem which is above is free, which is the mother of us all.
REVELATION 11:
8 And their dead bodies shall lie in the street of the great city, which spiritually is called Sodom and Egypt, where also our Lord was crucified.

Jerusalem as a spiritual significant does not exist except as a historical figure.

MATTHEW 24:
17 Let him which is on the housetop not come down to take any thing out of his house: 
18 Neither let him which is in the field return back to take his clothes.
19 And woe unto them that are with child, and to them that give suck in those days! 
20 But pray ye that your flight be not in the winter, neither on the sabbath day: 
21 For then shall be great tribulation, such as was not since the beginning of the 
22 And except those days should be shortened, there should no flesh be saved: but for the elect's sake those days shall be shortened.
MARK 13:
14 But when ye shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet, standing where it ought not, (let him that readeth understand,) then let them that be in Judaea flee to the mountains: 
15 And let him that is on the housetop not go down into the house, neither enter therein, to take any thing out of his house: 
16 And let him that is in the field not turn back again for to take up his garment.
17 But woe to them that are with child, and to them that give suck in those days! 
18 And pray ye that your flight be not in the winter.
19 For in those days shall be affliction, such as was not from the beginning of the creation which God created unto this time, neither shall be.
20 And except that the Lord had shortened those days, no flesh should be saved: but for the elect's sake, whom he hath chosen, he hath shortened the days.
ROMANS 11
5 Even so then at this present time also there is a remnant according to the election of grace.
6 And if by grace, then is it no more of works: otherwise grace is no more grace. But if it be of works, then is it no more grace: otherwise work is no more work. 
7 What then? Israel hath not obtained that which he seeketh for; but the election hath obtained it, and the rest were blinded
LUKE 21:
20 And when ye shall see Jerusalem compassed with armies, then know that the desolation thereof is nigh.
21 Then let them which are in Judaea flee to the mountains; and let them which are in the midst of it depart out; and let not them that are in the countries enter thereinto.
22 For these be the days of vengeance, that all things which are written may be fulfilled.
23 But woe unto them that are with child, and to them that give suck, in those days! for there shall be great distress in the land, and wrath upon this people.
24 And they shall fall by the edge of the sword, and shall be led away captive into all nations: and Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled.

Verse 24 speaks of Israel being led away until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled.

Judaea is the area surrounding Jerusalem.  Jerusalem would be surrounded and no place to flee but those outside of Jerusalem should flee.

At this time everything written concerning Israel should be fulfilled concerning vengeance and deliverance to those who will be the elect who believe.

MARK 13
14 But when ye shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet, standing where it ought not, (let him that readeth understand,) then let them that be in Judaea flee to the mountains: 
15 And let him that is on the housetop not go down into the house, neither enter therein, to take any thing out of his house: 
16 And let him that is in the field not turn back again for to take up his garment.
17 But woe to them that are with child, and to them that give suck in those days! 
18 And pray ye that your flight be not in the winter.

The next time we read using the words the great tribulation is found in the book of Revelation
REVELATION 2:
18 And unto the angel of the church in Thyatira write; These things saith the Son of God, who hath his eyes like unto a flame of fire, and his feet are like fine brass; 
19 I know thy works, and charity, and service, and faith, and thy patience, and thy works; and the last to be more than the first.
20 Notwithstanding I have a few things against thee, because thou sufferest that woman Jezebel, which calleth herself a prophetess, to teach and to seduce my servants to commit fornication, and to eat things sacrificed unto idols.
21 And I gave her space to repent of her fornication; and she repented not.
22 Behold, I will cast her into a bed, and them that commit adultery with her into great tribulation, except they repent of their deeds.

The book of Revelation was written within the first 100 years after Christ and some in Thyatira would be put into great tribulation.

REVELATION 7:
13 And one of the elders answered, saying unto me, What are these which are arrayed in white robes? and whence came they? 
14 And I said unto him, Sir, thou knowest. And he said to me, These are they which came out of great tribulation, and have washed their robes, and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.

John included himself with this group.

REVELATION 1:
5 And from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, and the first begotten of the dead, and the prince of the kings of the earth. Unto him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own blood,
REVELATION 19:
7 Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honour to him: for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife hath made herself ready. 
8 And to her was granted that she should be arrayed in fine linen, clean and white: for the fine linen is the righteousness of saints.

Notice no timetable given of 3 and ½ years or 1260 days.

Every Christian will be in tribulation or persecution their whole life some more than others.
ACTS 14:
22 Confirming the souls of the disciples, and exhorting them to continue in the faith, and that we must through much tribulation enter into the kingdom of God.

I know some gave their lives we may not have too but we are identified with those that did because we are the same body.

We have spoken of the tribulation or afflictions that Israel went through that could be about 3 and ½ years yet it would be past tense.

ROMANS 2:
9 Tribulation and anguish, upon every soul of man that doeth evil, of the Jew first, and also of the Gentile; 
10 But glory, honour, and peace, to every man that worketh good, to the Jew first, and also to the Gentile: 
11 For there is no respect of persons with God.
REVELATION 12
 1 And there appeared a great wonder in heaven; a woman clothed with the sun, and the moon under her feet, and upon her head a crown of twelve stars: 
2 And she being with child cried, travailing in birth, and pained to be delivered. 
3 And there appeared another wonder in heaven; and behold a great red dragon, having seven heads and ten horns, and seven crowns upon his heads. 
4 And his tail drew the third part of the stars of heaven, and did cast them to the earth: and the dragon stood before the woman which was ready to be delivered, for to devour her child as soon as it was born. 
5 And she brought forth a man child, who was to rule all nations with a rod of iron: and her child was caught up unto God, and to his throne. 
6 And the woman fled into the wilderness, where she hath a place prepared of God, that they should feed her there a thousand two hundred and threescore days.
REVELATION 13:
4 And they worshipped the dragon which gave power unto the beast: and they worshipped the beast, saying, Who is like unto the beast? who is able to make war with him? 
5 And there was given unto him a mouth speaking great things and blasphemies; and power was given unto him to continue forty and two months.
REVELATION 11:
2 But the court which is without the temple leave out, and measure it not; for it is given unto the Gentiles: and the holy city shall they tread under foot forty and two months.
REVELATION 17
8 The beast that thou sawest was, and is not; and shall ascend out of the bottomless pit, and go into perdition: and they that dwell on the earth shall wonder, whose names were not written in the book of life from the foundation of the world, when they behold the beast that was, and is not, and yet is.

John is plainly told that the beast he saw and that can only be in Revelation 13 from the sea or Revelation 17.

REVELATION 17
3 So he carried me away in the spirit into the wilderness: and I saw a woman sit upon a scarlet coloured beast, full of names of blasphemy, having seven heads and ten horns.

To my understanding this beast which will ascend from the bottomless pit is not from the sea or the earth but from the prison of devils.

According to scripture and please correct me or show me my error but the beast everyone is being warned about has already been here and at the time of John’s vison did not exist.

It will come from the bottomless pit, and the only time is it will go into perdition.

REVELATION 17:
11 And the beast that was, and is not, even he is the eighth, and is of the seven, and goeth into perdition.

Perdition:  684   apoleia    {ap-o'-li-a} destroying, utter destruction.

That happens at the end as Christ returns.

REVELATION 19:
20 And the beast was taken, and with him the false prophet that wrought miracles before him, with which he deceived them that had received the mark of the beast, and them that worshipped his image. These both were cast alive into a lake of fire burning with brimstone.
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"Faith bows to Christ as King, and does so willingly. Faith bows to the will of the King, the Word of the King, and the way of the King--no matter how contrary to the flesh His will, His Word, and His way may be."
"Worry is a thin stream of fear trickling through the mind. If indulged, it will cut a channel into which all other thoughts are drained. Worry is an intrusion upon God's wise providence. It calls into question God's wisdom, loving care and goodness. Worry casts a slur upon God's faithfulness. Worry is unbelief."

"Learn this one thing, that "Salvation is of the Lord," that God alone planned it, God alone purchased it, God alone performs it, God alone preserves it, God alone perfects it, and God alone shall have the praise for it--and you will have learned more than most preachers, religious leaders, and theologians ever learn. You will have learned that which no man can learn, except he is taught by God."

"Faith in Christ cannot be obtained or communicated to anyone by heredity, education, human reason, or religious ceremony. Faith in Christ is the free gift of God's sovereign grace."

Christ's claims dominion as King over the lives of His redeemed people; not over our hearts and souls alone, but over our entire lives: our time, our possessions, our families, our finances, our recreations. And nothing can be more reasonable than that He should. 

Nothing is more dangerous to our souls, than a barren familiarity with sacred things.

Let every man called by God to preach the Gospel, disentangle himself from the affairs of this world, with determined consecration to Christ, His Gospel and His Church--addicting himself to prayer, study and preaching.







