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2/1/26 Flesh, Devils, or God Pt.2
The Words in italics are my comments.
Other references Strong’s concordance unless indicated otherwise.
JAMES 1:
12 Blessed is the man that endureth temptation: for when he is tried, he shall receive the crown of life, which the Lord hath promised to them that love him. 
13 Let no man say when he is tempted, I am tempted of God: for God cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempteth he any man: 
14 But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed. 
15 Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death.

Only thing we have to fight or resist temptation is our faith and the mercy of God.

I CORINTHIANS 10:
13 There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it.

Enticed:  to bait, catch by a bait.  All temptation or trails are caused by the weakness of the flesh, and all overcoming is done through the Spirit of Christ.

I JOHN 4:
4 Ye are of God, little children, and have overcome them: because greater is he that is in you, than he that is in the world.
JOHN 16:
33 These things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have peace. In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world.

Part of our weakness is a carnal mind.

ROMANS 8:
7 Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be.
II CORINTHIANS 10:
4 (For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of strong holds;) 
5 Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ;

I read last week of the works of the flesh and that is what every Christian must die to.

GALATIANS 5
17 For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: and these are contrary the one to the other: so that ye cannot do the things that ye would. 

I CORINTHIANS 15:
31 I protest by your rejoicing which I have in Christ Jesus our Lord, I die daily.
ROMANS 7:
18 For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no good thing: for to will is present with me; but how to perform that which is good I find not.
GALATIANS 5
18 But if ye be led of the Spirit, ye are not under the law. 
ROMANS 8
12 Therefore, brethren, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live after the flesh. 
13 For if ye live after the flesh, ye shall die: but if ye through the Spirit do mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall live.
14 For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God.

To live in the flesh is to allow these things to manifest, not just appear in your thoughts but to manifest meaning you would be enticed by them and would physically manifest them.

I believe that is what Christ is referring to in this scripture.

MATTHEW 5
28 But I say unto you, That whosoever looketh on a woman to lust after her hath committed adultery with her already in his heart.

If there is a desire to commit sin you are already guilty.

GALATIANS 5
19 Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these; Adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness, 
20 Idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies, 
21 Envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like: of the which I tell you before, as I have also told you in time past, that they which do such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God.

lasciviousness,  766   aselgeia    {as-elg'-i-a}    unbridled lust, excess, licentiousness, lasciviousness, wantonness, outrageousness, shamelessness insolence.

Variance:      2054   eris    {er'-is}  contention, strife, wrangling.
Emulations:  2205   zelos    {dzay'-los}an envious and contentious rivalry, jealousy
Seditions:     1370   dichostasia    {dee-khos-tas-ee'-ah dissension, division


God does not temp with evil, but God does allow somethings to test faith.  


1 CORINTHIANS 11:
18 For first of all, when ye come together in the church, I hear that there be divisions among you; and I partly believe it. 
19 For there must be also heresies among you, that they which are approved may be made manifest among you.

A trail from God would be a trail of our faith, but any trail from any source is
also, a trail of our faith.
MATTHEW 4:
1 Then was Jesus led up of the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted of the devil.

1. To prove He is the Christ.  Satan used the hunger of his flesh to tempt him.
2. 
MATTHEW 4
3 And when the tempter came to him, he said, If thou be the Son of God, command that these stones be made bread. 
4 But he answered and said, It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.

3. To Prove the Word as the Son of God.

MATTHEW 4:
6 And saith unto him, If thou be the Son of God, cast thyself down: for it is written, He shall give his angels charge concerning thee: and in their hands they shall bear thee up, lest at any time thou dash thy foot against a stone. 
7 Jesus said unto him, It is written again, Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God.

God performs his will at His discretion to try to force God is what is called temping God.

I CORINTHIANS 10
9 Neither let us tempt Christ, as some of them also tempted, and were destroyed of serpents.
PSALM 106:
14 But lusted exceedingly in the wilderness, and tempted God in the desert.
15 And he gave them their request; but sent leanness into their soul.

Snake handlers are tempting God
People trying to force God into letting them talk in tongues or languages or temping God.

Only reference to snake handling is Paul proving a bite does not affect him, snake handlers try to prove they can handle a snake and not get bite.  Most when they do suffer unlike Paul. 
ACTS 28:
3 And when Paul had gathered a bundle of sticks, and laid them on the fire, there came a viper out of the heat, and fastened on his hand. 
4 And when the barbarians saw the venomous beast hang on his hand, they said among themselves, No doubt this man is a murderer, whom, though he hath escaped the sea, yet vengeance suffereth not to live. 
5 And he shook off the beast into the fire, and felt no harm.

In any religious meeting speaking in a language is limited to three and that must be interpreted, or the person must be silent.

I CORINTHIANS 14:
27 If any man speak in an unknown tongue, let it be by two, or at the most by three, and that by course; and let one interpret. 
28 But if there be no interpreter, let him keep silence in the church; and let him speak to himself, and to God.

The only understanding about interpretation the bible gives are this.

ACTS 2:
8 And how hear we every man in our own tongue, wherein we were born?

Paul also said not to forbid to speak in languages or tongue because it is a gift in the true church to be used correctly.

I CORINTHIANS 14:
39 Wherefore, brethren, covet to prophesy, and forbid not to speak with tongues.

Prophesy is also defined in scripture.  It is never a definition of scriptures but usually something personal or a warning to the believers of an event.

ACTS 11:
28 And there stood up one of them named Agabus, and signified by the Spirit that there should be great dearth throughout all the world: which came to pass in the days of Claudius Caesar.
ACTS 21
4 And finding disciples, we tarried there seven days: who said to Paul through the Spirit, that he should not go up to Jerusalem.

4. A false worship for position and riches.

LUKE 4
5 And the devil, taking him up into an high mountain, shewed unto him all the kingdoms of the world in a moment of time. 
6 And the devil said unto him, All this power will I give thee, and the glory of them: for that is delivered unto me; and to whomsoever I will I give it. 
7 If thou therefore wilt worship me, all shall be thine. 
8 And Jesus answered and said unto him, Get thee behind me, Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve.
MATTHEW 12:
43 When the unclean spirit is gone out of a man, he walketh through dry places, seeking rest, and findeth none.
44 Then he saith, I will return into my house from whence I came out; and when he is come, he findeth it empty, swept, and garnished.
45 Then goeth he, and taketh with himself seven other spirits more wicked than himself, and they enter in and dwell there: and the last state of that man is worse than the first. Even so shall it be also unto this wicked generation.

How did an unclean spirit get in a person. I am not sure if we are speaking about afflictions, but I do know that Spirits can come into a person when they reject truth and go contrary to Christ.
LUKE 22:
2 And the chief priests and scribes sought how they might kill him; for they feared the people. 
3 Then entered Satan into Judas surnamed Iscariot, being of the number of the twelve. 
4 And he went his way, and communed with the chief priests and captains, how he might betray him unto them.

Jesus cast out many unclean spirits, and I He did it by His Word.

MATTHEW 8:
16 When the even was come, they brought unto him many that were possessed with devils: and he cast out the spirits with his word, and healed all that were sick:

That generation that had the unclean spirits cast out many of them according to the Word would have seven more spirits enter into them.

An unclean spirit will lead people into an unclean religion.

REVELATION 18:
2 And he cried mightily with a strong voice, saying, Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen, and is become the habitation of devils, and the hold of every foul spirit, and a cage of every unclean and hateful bird.
II PETER 2:
1 But there were false prophets also among the people, even as there shall be false teachers among you, who privily shall bring in damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that bought them, and bring upon themselves swift destruction.
II PETER 2:
18 For when they speak great swelling words of vanity, they allure through the lusts of the flesh, through much wantonness, those that were clean escaped from them who live in error. 

Vanity:    3153   mataiotes    {mat-ah-yot'-ace}  what is devoid of truth and 
appropriateness.
ROMANS 8:
19 For the earnest expectation of the creature waiteth for the manifestation of the sons of God. 
20 For the creature was made subject to vanity, not willingly, but by reason of him who hath subjected the same in hope, 
21 Because the creature itself also shall be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of God.
II PETER 2:
19 While they promise them liberty, they themselves are the servants of corruption: for of whom a man is overcome, of the same is he brought in bondage. 
20 For if after they have escaped the pollutions of the world through the knowledge of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, they are again entangled therein, and overcome, the latter end is worse with them than the beginning. 
21 For it had been better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than, after they have known it, to turn from the holy commandment delivered unto them.
REVELATION 16:
13 And I saw three unclean spirits like frogs come out of the mouth of the dragon, and out of the mouth of the beast, and out of the mouth of the false prophet. 
14 For they are the spirits of devils, working miracles, which go forth unto the kings of the earth and of the whole world, to gather them to the battle of that great day of God Almighty.

God shows or offers mercy first and when it is rejected or turned from it opens up for the first spirit to return with seven others.  That what we are facing in the world today.

All temptation is the lust of the flesh, but the devils also used the flesh to lure people away from following or even hearing the truth.

God always stands with His Word, when we leave the Word then that opens a door for Satan or a devil.

II CORINTHIANS 2:
10 To whom ye forgive any thing, I forgive also: for if I forgave any thing, to whom I forgave it, for your sakes forgave I it in the person of Christ; 
11 Lest Satan should get an advantage of us: for we are not ignorant of his devices.

Devices:    3540   noema    {no'-ay-mah}  that which thinks, the mind, thoughts or purposes
HEBREWS 12:
6 For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth. 
7 If ye endure chastening, God dealeth with you as with sons; for what son is he whom the father chasteneth not? 
8 But if ye be without chastisement, whereof all are partakers, then are ye bastards, and not sons.

God gives us the Word to judge ourselves, when we fail to do that sometimes God adds afflictions or even death for correction.

I CORINTHIANS 11
30 For this cause many are weak and sickly among you, and many sleep. 
31 For if we would judge ourselves, we should not be judged. 
32 But when we are judged, we are chastened of the Lord, that we should not be condemned with the world.

















