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3-29-26 THE PROMISE OF ETERNAL LIFE.
The Words in italics are my comments.
Other references Strong’s concordance unless indicated otherwise.
I JOHN 2:
24 Let that therefore abide in you, which ye have heard from the beginning. If that which ye have heard from the beginning shall remain in you, ye also shall continue in the Son, and in the Father. 
25 And this is the promise that he hath promised us, even eternal life. 

It is a continuing relationship with the Father and the Son in every believer.

MATTHEW 11:
27 All things are delivered unto me of my Father: and no man knoweth the Son, but the Father; neither knoweth any man the Father, save the Son, and he to whomsoever the Son will reveal him.

There are a lot of promises in scripture but the first promise we must have is the promise of eternal life.  Most all religions have some form of evidence to assure you have eternal life.  Some have experiences such as speaking in tongues others require a statement of faith confessing what you believe, and others have certain things you must do to show you are saved and that mostly to point to one doctrine or another sometimes a dress code or keeping certain Old Testament laws.

The scripture will always guide you to the correct answer.  Start with verse 24.  If you never lose what you have heard from the beginning, you will  continue in your faith walk.

To begin go back to that which is first. The gospel begins with Christ recorded in the scriptures not with a religion started by some man, group or council.

MARK 1:
1 The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God;

The gospel to the world begins to be preached at Jerusalem.

LUKE 24:
47 And that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in his name among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem.

Those who wrote the scriptures were with Christ from the beginning.

JOHN 15:27
27 And ye also shall bear witness, because ye have been with me from the beginning.

Paul’s ministry also started at the beginning.

PHILIPPIANS 4:
15 Now ye Philippians know also, that in the beginning of the gospel, when I departed from Macedonia, no church communicated with me as concerning giving and receiving, but ye only.

The only commandments we have is those from the beginning.

I JOHN 2:
7 Brethren, I write no new commandment unto you, but an old commandment which ye had from the beginning. The old commandment is the word which ye have heard from the beginning.

The beginning is the scriptures spoken by Christ in person and by the Holy Ghost through those chosen.
I JOHN 5:
13 These things have I written unto you that believe on the name of the Son of God; that ye may know that ye have eternal life, and that ye may believe on the name of the Son of God.

Most of the scripture is written to those who believe that you may continue to believe (faith) would continue to grow.
Most religion did not start from scripture alone but from the understanding of man.

II CORINTHIANS 11:
3 But I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve through his subtilty, so your minds should be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ.

Every work will be tried.
HEBREWS 12:
26 Whose voice then shook the earth: but now he hath promised, saying, Yet once more I shake not the earth only, but also heaven. 
27 And this word, Yet once more, signifieth the removing of those things that are shaken, things that are made, that those things which cannot be shaken may remain. 
28 Wherefore we receiving a kingdom which cannot be moved, let us have grace, whereby we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear:
I CORINTHIANS 3
11 For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ. 
12 Now if any man build upon this foundation gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, stubble; 
13 Every man's work shall be made manifest: for the day shall declare it, because it shall be revealed by fire; and the fire shall try every man's work of what sort it is. 
14 If any man's work abide which he hath built thereupon, he shall receive a reward. 
15 If any man's work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss: but he himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire.
I CORINTHIANS 11:
18 For first of all, when ye come together in the church, I hear that there be divisions among you; and I partly believe it. 
19 For there must be also heresies among you, that they which are approved may be made manifest among you.

Can a person who believes be lost?  The answer is yes and no.

LUKE 8:
12 Those by the way side are they that hear; then cometh the devil, and taketh away the word out of their hearts, lest they should believe and be saved.

They do not believe.
LUKE 8:
13 They on the rock are they, which, when they hear, receive the word with joy; and these have no root, which for a while believe, and in time of temptation fall away.
MATTHEW 13
8 But other fell into good ground, and brought forth fruit, some an hundredfold, some sixtyfold, some thirtyfold.

Good ground in a garden would be prepared only true repentance prepares you for the quickening of the seed which I believe is the Holy Ghost.

If a plant has no root, it will not have a foundation.  A person can believe but not be grounded in faith revealed by Christ.
JOHN 8
30 As he spake these words, many believed on him. 
31 Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed; 
32 And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.

I CORINTHIANS 8:
2 And if any man think that he knoweth any thing, he knoweth nothing yet as he ought to know. 
3 But if any man love God, the same is known of him.

They believe a portion of truth but needed to follow it all the way to be free.
Let’s go back to the beginning where the gospel begins.

MARK 1:
15 And saying, The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand: repent ye, and believe the gospel.

That is the beginning for everyone.  That is where your faith starts but to fully understand follow on after the resurrection the truth that also follows.

ACTS 1
2 Until the day in which he was taken up, after that he through the Holy Ghost had given commandments unto the apostles whom he had chosen:
ACTS 2:
38 Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. 
39 For the promise is unto you, and to your children, and to all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall call. 
40 And with many other words did he testify and exhort, saying, Save yourselves from this untoward generation.

That is the first promise we should care about.  The promise of the Holy Ghost after we repent and be baptized or willing to be baptized.  Unless we are led, we wander in spiritual wilderness.

ROMANS 8:
14 For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God.
JOHN 16:
12 I have yet many things to say unto you, but ye cannot bear them now.
13 Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew you things to come.
I CORINTHIANS 3:
2 I have fed you with milk, and not with meat: for hitherto ye were not able to bear it, neither yet now are ye able.
HEBREWS 5:
12 For when for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye have need that one teach you again which be the first principles of the oracles of God; and are become such as have need of milk, and not of strong meat. 
13 For every one that useth milk is unskilful in the word of righteousness: for he is a babe.
HEBREWS 6:
1 Therefore leaving the principles of the doctrine of Christ, let us go on unto perfection; not laying again the foundation of repentance from dead works, and of faith toward God,
II CORINTHIANS 1:
20 For all the promises of God in him are yea, and in him Amen, unto the glory of God by us. 
21 Now he which stablisheth us with you in Christ, and hath anointed us, is God; 
22 Who hath also sealed us, and given the earnest of the Spirit in our hearts.
promise. 
GALATIANS 3:
19 Wherefore then serveth the law? It was added because of transgressions, till the seed should come to whom the promise was made; and it was ordained by angels in the hand of a mediator.

We in ourselves have no assurance but in Christ we have every assurance.
Then these scriptures are fulfilled.
JOHN 10:
4 And when he putteth forth his own sheep, he goeth before them, and the sheep follow him: for they know his voice.
5 And a stranger will they not follow, but will flee from him: for they know not the voice of strangers.

Most people’s shepherd is a pastor which is fine for a secondary position.

I PETER 5:
2 Feed the flock of God which is among you, taking the oversight thereof, not by constraint, but willingly; not for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind; 
3 Neither as being lords over God's heritage, but being ensamples to the flock. 
4 And when the chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall receive a crown of glory that fadeth not away.
JOHN 10:
27 My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me: 
28 And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand.
29 My Father, which gave them me, is greater than all; and no man is able to pluck them out of my Father's hand.

Once a person has Christ living within them it is impossible to cause them to fall and not get up.

26 These things have I written unto you concerning them that seduce you. 
27 But the anointing which ye have received of him abideth in you, and ye need not that any man teach you: but as the same anointing teacheth you of all things, and is truth, and is no lie, and even as it hath taught you, ye shall abide in him. 

There is a constant attempt to seduce believers, and some will fail but the promise of the Holy Ghost will keep all who have that anointing and notice it must be the final teacher.

EPHESIANS 4
11 And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; 
12 For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ: 

Perfecting:   2677  »  (1)    katartismos    {kat-ar-tis-mos'}  complete furnishing, equipping
Ministry:     1248   diakonia    {dee-ak-on-ee'-ah}  the ministration of those who render to others the offices of Christian affection. Ie. Service.



REVELATION 2
19 I know thy works, and charity, and service, and faith, and thy patience, and thy works; and the last to be more than the first.
EPHESIANS 4
13 Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ: 

Unity:  1775   henotes    {hen-ot-ace'}  unanimity, agreement.	

I CORINTHIANS 1:
10 Now I beseech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you; but that ye be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment.
PHILIPPIANS 2:
2 Fulfil ye my joy, that ye be likeminded, having the same love, being of one accord, of one mind.
I CORINTHIANS 2:
12 Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of God; that we might know the things that are freely given to us of God. 
13 Which things also we speak, not in the words which man's wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual things with spiritual.

No minister, teacher, preacher can ever in themselves bring the church in untiy of the faith of Jesus Christ.  Only Christ can accomplish that, and he will and is doing that.

JOHN 15:
5 I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing.
EPHESIANS 4
14 That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive;

The last part of the verse Ephesians 4:13 a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ: 

5046   teleios    {tel'-i-os} brought to its end, finished; wanting nothing necessary to completeness;

Perfection is not something the church will come too but believers are already there and have always been.


I CORINTHIANS 2
6 Howbeit we speak wisdom among them that are perfect: yet not the wisdom of this world, nor of the princes of this world, that come to nought:
PHILIPPIANS 3:
14 I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus. 
15 Let us therefore, as many as be perfect, be thus minded: and if in any thing ye be otherwise minded, God shall reveal even this unto you.
COLOSSIANS 1:
28 Whom we preach, warning every man, and teaching every man in all wisdom; that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus:
COLOSSIANS 2:
8 Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the 
9 For in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily. 
10 And ye are complete in him, which is the head of all principality and power:

How do we know we have the Spirit and have been born again?

JOHN 3
8 The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst not tell whence it cometh, and whither it goeth: so is every one that is born of the Spirit.
I JOHN 2:
28 And now, little children, abide in him; that, when he shall appear, we may have confidence, and not be ashamed before him at his coming.
29 If ye know that he is righteous, ye know that every one that doeth righteousness is born of him.
I JOHN 3:
7 Little children, let no man deceive you: he that doeth righteousness is righteous, even as he is righteous.
ROMANS 10:
10 For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.
GALATIANS 3:
6 Even as Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness.
PHILIPPIANS 3:
9 And be found in him, not having mine own righteousness, which is of the law, but that which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith:
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COMPLETE IN CHRIST 
“For in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily. And ye are complete in him, which is the head of all principality and power” (Col. 2:9-10).
All that is necessary to secure our eternal salvation is to be found in the Lord Jesus Christ (Phil. 3:7-9; 4:19). There is a completion or a complete filling up in Him, so as to leave nothing lacking in the sinner. In the Lord Jesus Christ dwells all the fullness of God (John 1:16; Col. 1:19). He is perfect and the believer stands perfected in Him (1Cor. 1:30; Col. 1:22; Jude 1:24). 
All that is lacking in us by our ruin and sin in Adam is abundantly, freely and eternally supplied to us in the Lord Jesus Christ, "where sin abounded, grace did much more abound" (Rom. 5:20). His perfect obedience is our righteousness (Phil. 2:7-8). His sacrifice for sin is our atonement (Heb. 2:17). His word is our instruction (2Tim. 3:16). His wisdom is our direction (Col. 2:3). His power is our protection (1Peter 1:5). His blood sacrifice is our justification (Rom. 5:9). His grace is our salvation (Rom. 3:24). His eternal love is our security (Rom. 8:32-39). His everlasting mercy is our hope (Lam. 3:22-26). His fullness is our completeness (John 1:16). His immutability is our strength (Mal. 3:6). His resurrection is the guarantee of our final glory (Rev. 1:18). His intercession is the assurance of all our deliverance from sin (Heb. 7:25; 1 John 2:1). Tell me my friend, what could we possibly want for, when all the Godhead is engaged to make the believer complete in the Lord Jesus Christ, to His eternal glory (Rom. 8:29-30; Jude 1:24-25).
Everything a guilty and vile sinner needs to stand before God justified, righteous, reconciled and accepted is found in Christ (Eph. 1:6: Phil. 3:7-9). Read this verse again carefully; “But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption” (1 Cor. 1:30).
Remember, only that which God provides will God accept (Gen. 22:8-14; Phil. 4:19).


