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THE PERSONALITY OF THE HOLY GHOST 
NO. 4  
 
A SERMON 
DELIVERED ON SABBATH MORNING, JANUARY 21, 1855 
BY THE REV. C. H. SPURGEON 
AT NEW PARK STREET CHAPEL, SOUTHWARK 
 
“And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever:  
even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him:  but ye know him for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you.” John 14:16-17 
 
You will be surprised to hear me announce that I do not intend this morning to say anything about the Holy Spirit as the Comforter. I propose to reserve that for a special Sermon this evening [See Sermon #5, The Comforter]. In this discourse, I shall endeavor to explain and enforce certain other doctrines which I believe are plainly taught in this text and which I hope God the Holy Ghost may make profitable to our souls.  

There is no scripture in the New or Old Testament that call the Holy Ghost a God separate from God the Father.

Old John Newton once said that there were some books which he could not read—they were good and sound enough, but, said he, “They are books of halfpence—you have to take so much in quantity before you have any value. There are other books of silver and others of gold, but I have one book that is a book of bank notes, and every leaf is a bank note of immense value.”  
So I found with this text, that I had a bank note of so large a sum that I could not tell it out all this morning. I should have to keep you several hours, before I could unfold to you the whole value of this precious promise—one of the last which Christ gave to His people. 
I invite your attention to this passage, because we shall find in it some instruction on four points, first, concerning the true and proper personality of the Holy Ghost. Secondly, concerning the united agency of the glorious three persons in the work of our salvation. Thirdly, we shall find something to establish the doctrine of the indwelling of the Holy Ghost in the souls of all believers. And fourthly, we shall find out the reason why the carnal mind rejects the Holy Ghost. 
I. First of all, we shall have some little instruction concerning the proper PERSONALITY OF THE HOLY SPIRIT.  
We are so much accustomed to talk about the influence of the Holy Ghost, and His sacred operations and graces, that we are apt to forget that the Holy Spirit is truly and actually a person—that He is a subsistence—an existence, or as we Trinitarians usually say, one person in the essence of the Godhead.

Mr. Sprugeon makes a true statement Trinitarians usually say the Holy Ghost is one person in the essence of the Godhead but unfortunately the Scriptures do not say that.

I am afraid that, though we do not know it, we have acquired the habit of regarding the Holy Ghost as an emanation flowing from the Father and the Son, but not as being actually a person Himself.  
I know it is not easy to carry about in our mind the idea of the Holy Spirit as a person. I can think of the Father as a person, because His acts are such as I can understand. I see Him hang the world in ether. I behold Him swaddling a newborn sea in bands of darkness. I know it is He who formed the drops of hail, who leads forth the stars by their hosts, and calls them by their name. I can conceive of Him as a person because I behold His operations.  
I can realize Jesus, the Son of Man, as a real person, because He is bone of my bone and flesh of my flesh. It takes no great stretch of my imagination to picture the babe in Bethlehem, or to behold the “Man of sorrows and acquainted with grief,” of the King of martyrs, as He was persecuted in Pilate’s hall, or nailed to the accursed tree for our sins.  
Nor do I find it difficult at times to realize the person of my Jesus sitting on His throne in heaven, or girt with clouds and wearing the diadem of all creation, calling the earth to judgment and summoning us to hear our final sentence.  
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But when I come to deal with the Holy Ghost, His operations are so mysterious, His doings are so secret, His acts are so removed from everything that is of sense, and of the body, that I cannot so easily get the idea of His being a person, but a person He is.  

God the Holy Ghost is not an influence, an emanation, a stream of something flowing from the Father, but He is as much an actual person as either God the Son, or God the Father. I shall attempt this morning a little to establish the doctrine and to show you the truth of it—that God the Holy Spirit is actually a person. 

I am assuming that Mr. Sprugeon mean the Holy Ghost is an individual god separate from the Father and the Son.

The first proof we shall gather from the pool of holy baptism. Let me take you down, as I have taken others, into the pool, now concealed, but which I wish were always open to your view. Let me take you to the baptismal font, where believers put on the name of the Lord Jesus, and you shall hear me pronounce the solemn words, “I baptize you in the name,”—mark, “in the name,” not names—“of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.”  
Every one who is baptized according to the true form laid down in Scripture must be a Trinitarian, otherwise his baptism is a farce and a lie, and he himself is found a deceiver and a hypocrite before God. As the Father is mentioned, and as the Son is mentioned, so is the Holy Ghost, and the whole is summed up as being a Trinity in unity, by its being said, not the names, but the “name” the glorious name, the JEHOVAH name, “of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost.”  

In this statement Mr. Spurgeon takes the stand with the Catholic Church that only those who believe the trinitarian doctrine and baptism are true Christian as partly stated in the statement below.

https://catholiceducation.org/en/culture/catholic-doctrine-on-the-holy-trinity.html
The mystery of the Holy Trinity is the most fundamental of our faith. On it everything else depends on and from it everything else derives. Hence the Church’s constant concern to safeguard the revealed truth that God is One in nature and Three in Persons.

https://catholicherald.org.ng/those-who-do-not-believe-in-the-holy-trinity-do-not-understand-who-god-is/
• If anyone denies that the Father is eternal, that the Son is eternal, and that the Holy Spirit is eternal: He is a heretic.
• If anyone says that the Son made flesh was not in heaven with the Father while He was on earth: He is a heretic.
• If anyone denies that the Holy Spirit has all power and knows all things, and is everywhere, just as the Father and the Son: He is a heretic.
Is the Sign of the Cross a proclamation of the Holy Trinity?
The Sign of the Cross is a profession of faith in God as He has revealed himself. It serves as an abbreviated form of the Apostles’ Creed.
I have no idea why Mr. Spurgeon mentions the name of Jehovah when the Bible plainly tells us the name of Jesus Christ is above every name.

EPHESIANS 1:
20 Which he wrought in Christ, when he raised him from the dead, and set him at his own right hand in the heavenly places, 
21 Far above all principality, and power, and might, and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this world, but also in that which is to come:

I am aware of Matthew 28:19 Where Christ gives the command to baptize in the Name of the Father and the Son and of the Holy Ghost.  I also believe that Peter and Phillip were present when they commanded people to be baptized but made no mention of any name other than the Name of Jesus Christ.
ACTS 2:
38 Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.
ACTS 8
12 But when they believed Philip preaching the things concerning the kingdom of God, and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and women.

Verse 16 tells us how they were baptized.
ACTS 8:
16 (For as yet he was fallen upon none of them: only they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.)

Mr. Sprugeon mentions name singular and uses the Jehovah Name I have no idea what they would be, but I do agree the Lord only uses one name and by the New Testament I can find no other Name other than our Lord Jesus.

ACTS 4:
12 Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved.
PHILIPPIANS 2:
9 Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above every name: 
10 That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth;
ACTS 15:
17 That the residue of men might seek after the Lord, and all the Gentiles, upon whom my name is called, saith the Lord, who doeth all these things.
ZECHARIAH 14:
9 And the LORD shall be king over all the earth: in that day shall there be one LORD, and his name one.

Let me remind you that the same thing occurs each time you are dismissed from this house of prayer. In pronouncing the solemn closing benediction, we invoke on your behalf the love of Jesus Christ, the grace of the Father, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, and thus, according to the apostolic manner, we make a manifest distinction between the persons, showing that we believe the Father to be a person, the Son to be a person, and the Holy Ghost to be a person. Were there no other proofs in Scripture, I think these would be sufficient for every sensible man. He would see that if the Holy Spirit were a mere influence, He would not be mentioned in conjunction with two whom we all confess to be actual and proper persons. 

II CORINTHIANS 13:
14 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Ghost, be with you all. Amen.

The Holy Ghost is what is given in the New Testament that allows our fellowship with the Father and the Son.  It is the way we are led, and truth is revealed to us. The Spirit of God given through the crucifixion of Jesus Christ dwell within every believer not a third God but the only God.
I CORINTHIANS 1:
9 God is faithful, by whom ye were called unto the fellowship of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord.
I JOHN 1
3 That which we have seen and heard declare we unto you, that ye also may have fellowship with us: and truly our fellowship is with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ. 

A second argument arises from the fact that the Holy Ghost has actually made different appearances on earth. The Great Spirit has manifested Himself to man, He has put on a form so that whilst He has not been beheld by mortal men, He has been so veiled in appearance that He was seen, so far as that appearance was concerned, by the eyes of all beholders.  
See you Jesus Christ our Savior? There is the river Jordan, with its shelving banks and its willows weeping at its side. Jesus Christ, the Son of God, descends into the stream and the holy Baptist, John, plunges Him into the waves. The doors of heaven are opened, a miraculous appearance presents itself, a bright light shines from the sky, brighter than the sun in all its grandeur, and down in a flood of glory descends something which you recognize to be a dove.  
It rests on Jesus—it sits upon His sacred head, and as the old painters put a halo round the brow of Jesus, so did the Holy Ghost shed a resplendence around the face of Him who came to fulfill all righteousness and therefore commenced with the ordinances of baptism. The Holy Ghost was seen as a dove, to mark His purity and His gentleness, and He came down like a dove from heaven to show that it is from heaven alone that He descends.  
Nor is this the only time when the Holy Ghost has been manifest in a visible shape. You see that company of disciples gathered together in an upper room. They are waiting for some promised blessing, by and by it shall come. Hark! there is a sound as of a rushing mighty wind. It fills all the house where they are sitting, and astonished, they look around them, wondering what will come next.  
Soon a bright light appears, shining upon the heads of each, cloven tongues of fire sat upon them. What were these marvelous appearances of wind and flame but a display of the Holy Ghost in His proper person? I say the fact of an appearance manifests that He must be a person. An influence could not appear—an attribute could not appear, we cannot see attributes—we cannot behold influences. The Holy Ghost must then have been a person, since He was beheld by mortal eyes, and came under the cognizance of mortal sense. 

Mr. Spurgeon has an explosion of reasoning but what does the scripture teach us.  There is no scripture to tell us if we see an appearance that it is a person.  Whatever we see may represent something the Lord will do or will allow to be done.

Like most question about scripture, they can be answered simply by reading the scripture and believing what it says.  When we think of the Holy Ghost these scriptures tells us who or what it is if we believe the scripture we would need no other proof.

JOEL 2:
27 And ye shall know that I am in the midst of Israel, and that I am the LORD your God, and none else: and my people shall never be ashamed.
28 And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out my spirit upon all flesh; and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, your young men shall see visions:
29 And also upon the servants and upon the handmaids in those days will I pour out my spirit.
ACTS 2:
17 And it shall come to pass in the last days, saith God, I will pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh: and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams: 
18 And on my servants and on my handmaidens I will pour out in those days of my Spirit; and they shall prophesy:

Jesus Christ was the first Flesh person to receive the promise of the Holy Ghost as given to ever New Testament believer.
MATTHEW 3:
16 And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightway out of the water: and, lo, the heavens were opened unto him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove, and lighting upon him: 
LUKE 4:
1 And Jesus being full of the Holy Ghost returned from Jordan, and was led by the Spirit into the wilderness,

We have Old and New Testament prophecy and the fulfilment of prophecy stating that God would pour out His Spirit.  If Mr. Spurgeon’s teaching which matches most orthodox church teaching based mostly on the councils’ decisions hundreds of years after these scriptures were written then the Lord and God of the Old and New Testament is the Holy Ghost not the Father or the Son.   The Holy Ghost is mentioned as being separate not as a God or person but as a New Testament means of given to every believer the Spirit of the Father.
The word for ghost is the New Testament is   4151  »      pneuma    {pnyoo'-mah}    and is translated as either Spirit or Ghost.  When Jesus said God is a Spirit it is the same word as when it is said about the Holy Ghost.  My point God is Holy and God is a spirit or Ghost.  Plainly God is a or the Holy Ghost or do we have two Holy Ghosts? 

Another proof is from the fact that personal qualities are, in Scripture, ascribed to the Holy Ghost. First, let me read to you a text in which the Holy Ghost is spoken of as having understanding. In the first epistle to the Corinthians, chapter two, you will read, “But as it is written, eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither hath it entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love him. But God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God. For what man knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit of man which is in him? Even so the things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God.”  
Here you see an understanding—a power of knowledge is ascribed to the Holy Ghost. Now, if there be any persons here whose minds are of so preposterous a complexion that they would ascribe one attribute to another, and would speak of a mere influence having understanding, then I give up all the argument. But I believe every rational man will admit, that when anything is spoken of as having an understanding, it must be an existence—it must, in fact, be a person.  

Paul the apostle told us if any taught any other gospel then what he taught they would have a curse put upon them
GALATIANS 1:
8 But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than that which we have preached unto you, let him be accursed.

Paul states his belief in God in this scripture.

I CORINTHIANS 8:
6 But to us there is but one God, the Father, of whom are all things, and we in him; and one Lord Jesus Christ, by whom are all things, and we by him.

We are also warned not to have a private interpretation.

II PETER 1
20 Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any private interpretation.

Private: 2398   idios    {id'-ee-os} pertaining to one's self, one's own, belonging to one's self

Taking the things Mr. Spurgeon just said about the scripture in 1 Corinthians lets read it all.

I CORINTHIANS 2:
7 But we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, even the hidden wisdom, which God ordained before the world unto our glory: 

What God and which God has prepared for us things that must be revealed by the Spirit?  Which Spirit revealed what God prepared.  According to scripture the God in these scriptures ordained spiritual wisdom before the world was

8 Which none of the princes of this world knew: for had they known it, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. 
9 But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love him. 

What has God prepared them that love him?  This is not something to be revealed but is now revealed by His Spirit.

  Prepare: 2090   hetoimazo    {het-oy-mad'-zo} 1) to make ready, prepare: to make the necessary preparations, get everything ready; figuratively, drawn from the oriental custom of sending on before kings on their journeys persons to level the roads and make them passable; to prepare the minds of men to give the Messiah a fit reception and secure his blessings

What has God prepared.  Simeon said this.

LUKE 2:
30 For mine eyes have seen thy salvation, 
31 Which thou hast prepared before the face of all people;
JOHN 3:
16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.
II TIMOTHY 1
9 Who hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling, not according to our works, but according to his own purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus before the world began, 
10 But is now made manifest by the appearing of our Saviour Jesus Christ, who hath abolished death, and hath brought life and immortality to light through the gospel:
I CORINTHIANS 2:
10 But God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God. 

The only way to know Christ is by the Father not the third person of an educated interpretation of flesh and blood.
MATTHEW 16:
17 And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven.
MATTHEW 11:
27 All things are delivered unto me of my Father: and no man knoweth the Son, but the Father; neither knoweth any man the Father, save the Son, and he to whomsoever the Son will reveal him.
I CORINTHIANS 2:
11 For what man knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit of man which is in him? even so the things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God. 
12 Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of God; that we might know the things that are freely given to us of God. 
13 Which things also we speak, not in the words which man's wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual things with spiritual. 
14 But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned. 
15 But he that is spiritual judgeth all things, yet he himself is judged of no man. 
16 For who hath known the mind of the Lord, that he may instruct him? But we have the mind of Christ.

We have received the Spirit which is of God.  Would that not be what we read about in Joel and Acts where God said I will pour out My Spirit.

If we have the mind of Christ what would that be?

PHILIPPIANS 2:
3 Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory; but in lowliness of mind let each esteem other better than themselves. 
4 Look not every man on his own things, but every man also on the things of others. 
5 Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus:
JOHN 5:
19 Then answered Jesus and said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, The Son can do nothing of himself, but what he seeth the Father do: for what things soever he doeth, these also doeth the Son likewise.
JOHN 8:
29 And he that sent me is with me: the Father hath not left me alone; for I do always those things that please him.

You cannot separate the Holy Ghost from the Holy God.  Christ never said I only do what the Holy Ghost shows me but the Father. 

In the twelfth chapter, eleventh verse of the same epistle, you will find a will ascribed to the Holy Spirit. “But all these worketh that one and the self-same Spirit, dividing to every man severally as he will.” So it is plain the Spirit has a will. He does not come from God simply at God’s will, but He has a will of His own, which is always in keeping with the will of the infinite JEHOVAH, but is, nevertheless, distinct and separate.  

I CORINTHIANS 12:
3 Wherefore I give you to understand, that no man speaking by the Spirit of God calleth Jesus accursed: and that no man can say that Jesus is the Lord, but by the Holy Ghost.
I CORINTHIANS 12:
11 But all these worketh that one and the selfsame Spirit, dividing to every man severally as he will.

Again Mr. Spurgeon has taken private interpretation to mean that when the Scripture uses the word “Spirit” it means the third person of the orthodox trinity.  What it tells us that it is all the same Spirit meaning the Spirit of God and the Holy Ghost is the same Spirit as we have already shown.
I CORINTHIANS 12:
6 And there are diversities of operations, but it is the same God which worketh all in all.
I CORINTHIANS 12:
5 And there are differences of administrations, but the same Lord.

We must remember to stay with Paul’s revelation of the Godhead.

I CORINTHIANS 8
5 For though there be that are called gods, whether in heaven or in earth, (as there be gods many, and lords many,) 

Ever Trinitarian has three gods’, but they call them one God.

https://www.cru.org/
The doctrine of the Trinity means that there is one God who eternally exists as three distinct Persons — the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Stated differently, God is one in essence and three in person. These definitions express three crucial truths: (1) The Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are distinct Persons, (2) each Person is fully God, (3) there is only one God.

6 But to us there is but one God, the Father, of whom are all things, and we in him; and one Lord Jesus Christ, by whom are all things, and we by him.
EPHESIANS 4:
4 There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your calling; 
5 One Lord, one faith, one baptism, 
6 One God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all.
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This is an insert from the Voice of the Martyrs who I support their attempts to get bibles to where they are needed.

“They begged and begged me, but I couldn’t give it to them,” said the man. “I know Christians are supposed to share, but I just couldn’t part with it.” He sadly held out his hand so that his listener could see his prized possession.

“I really wanted to, but I couldn’t. You see, people in North Korea told me that they have been praying for 50 years to get a Bible. But I didn’t give them mine because I had been praying for 20 years, and I had just gotten it from a pastor in South Korea.”

He sighed deeply as his mind went to the needy believers in North Korea desperately praying for one copy of the Bible. He hugged his Bible to his chest. He had escaped the Communist-inspired prison state and was now living freely in South Korea.

Bibles in North Korea are rare. Because of intense opposition from the government, Christians consider them more precious than gold. One man had been beaten to death with an iron rod along the Chinese border when he was caught bringing Bibles into North Korea.

“I cannot forget those people,” he said with a sigh. “I cannot forget the look of envy on their faces when I showed them my Bible. I feel so bad for them.”

	The Bible is often abused and neglected outside of hostile and restricted places, like North Korea, where its true value is known all too well. How differently we might treat our Bibles if we had to pray 20 years to get one! What can you do to revive your passion for God’s precious Word?
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