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6-10-26 Brethren Hear My Defense.
The Words in italics are my comments.
Other references Strong’s concordance unless indicated otherwise.
ACTS 22:
1 Men, brethren, and fathers, hear ye my defence which I make now unto you.
I PETER 3:
15 But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to give an answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear:
I THESSALONIANS 5:
21 Prove all things; hold fast that which is good.

  1381   dokimazo    {dok-im-ad'-zo} to recognise as genuine after examination, to approve, deem worthy   

I borrow Paul’s statements to answer questions about what I believe and why.

Any honest minister would sit down or correspond to anyone who would question their doctrine.  If they would not do so it is because they cannot defend their teaching by the scripture.  Most religious groups that have a controversial doctrine will hide or make it obscure until they fell you are under their spirit which they will teach and believe is the spirit of God.

Calvinistic and reformed church groups that believe Calvin to some extent on election but differ on many other points will not openly teach that they believe God elects some people to burn in hell eternally and offers no way for them to be redeemed.  They will use man-made statements such as if Christ died for the sins of the world which is scripturally correct, they will then say that if the world is not completely saved then Christ failed. At the same time ignoring many scriptures that they will not and cannot answer.  They have built a Jesus that fits their doctrine but does not identify a scriptural Jesus.  They also fail to scripturally identify where children spend eternity if they die young as many do but they have not been elected do they also have to burn in hell and if not where is their scripture.

1. I believe Christ died for whoever will believe and by foreknowledge elected who will believe and those who will not believe will be condemned by their own works and unbelief.
ROMANS 8:
29 For whom he did foreknow*, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren.

*Foreknow: 4267   proginosko    {prog-in-oce'-ko}to have knowledge before hand, to foreknow; to predestinate: those whom God foreknew so that they would love him

To foreknow or foreknowledge is used in other scriptures but translated differently.



II PETER 3:
15 And account that the longsuffering of our Lord is salvation; even as our beloved brother Paul also according to the wisdom given unto him hath written unto you; 
16 As also in all his epistles, speaking in them of these things; in which are some things hard to be understood, which they that are unlearned and unstable wrest, as they do also the other scriptures, unto their own destruction.
17 Ye therefore, beloved, seeing ye know* these things before*, beware lest ye also, being led away with the error of the wicked, fall from your own stedfastness.

Foreknow:  4268   prognosis    {prog'-no-sis} forethought, pre-arrangement.

ROMANS 11
2 God hath not cast away his people which he foreknew. Wot ye not what the scripture saith of Elias? how he maketh intercession to God against Israel, saying,
3 Lord, they have killed thy prophets, and digged down thine altars; and I am left alone, and they seek my life. 
4 But what saith the answer of God unto him? I have reserved to myself seven thousand men, who have not bowed the knee to the image of Baal.
I PETER 1
2 Elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through sanctification of the Spirit, unto obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ: Grace unto you, and peace, be multiplied.

Most people with a sane mind will acknowledge that God knows from the beginning all things that will be and is able to declare it.

If elect is according to foreknowledge, then that would explain this scripture.	

ROMANS 9:
11 (For the children being not yet born, neither having done any good or evil, that the purpose of God according to election might stand, not of works, but of him that calleth;) 
12 It was said unto her, The elder shall serve the younger. 
13 As it is written, Jacob have I loved, but Esau have I hated.

That scripture has nothing to do with salvation but rather an inheritance.
Paul if he wrote Hebrews tells us not to be like Esau while the Calvinistic church would tell us there is no choice.
HEBREWS 12:
15 Looking diligently lest any man fail of the grace of God; lest any root of bitterness springing up trouble you, and thereby many be defiled; 
16 Lest there be any fornicator, or profane person, as Esau, who for one morsel of meat sold his birthright. 
17 For ye know how that afterward, when he would have inherited the blessing, he was rejected: for he found no place of repentance, though he sought it carefully with tears.
ACTS 13:
46 Then Paul and Barnabas waxed bold, and said, It was necessary that the word of God should first have been spoken to you: but seeing ye put it from you, and judge yourselves unworthy of everlasting life, lo, we turn to the Gentiles.
ISAIAH 46:
9 Remember the former things of old: for I am God, and there is none else; I am God, and there is none like me,
10 Declaring the end from the beginning, and from ancient times the things that are not yet done, saying, My counsel shall stand, and I will do all my pleasure:

2. I believe scripture mean what they say without adding any words to define their meaning.
II CORINTHIANS 1:
13 For we write none other things unto you, than what ye read or acknowledge; and I trust ye shall acknowledge even to the end;
I TIMOTHY 2:
2 For kings, and for all that are in authority; that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and honesty. 
3 For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Saviour; 
4 Who will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth.
I TIMOTHY 4:
10 For therefore we both labour and suffer reproach, because we trust in the living God, who is the Saviour of all men, specially of those that believe.
I JOHN 2
2 And he is the propitiation for our sins: and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world.

These scriptures do not need an interpretation that add to what is written, unless it is another scripture and that will not change the meaning of the first.

ROMANS 3:
3 For what if some did not believe? shall their unbelief make the faith of God without effect? 
4 God forbid: yea, let God be true, but every man a liar; as it is written, That thou mightest be justified in thy sayings, and mightest overcome when thou art judged.

A true minister will only point to the scripture for that is all that he is ever given to minister.
II TIMOTHY 3:
15 And that from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which are able to make thee wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. 
16 All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: 
17 That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works.

3. I believe in one God not three gods that I would call one.

MARK 12:
29 And Jesus answered him, The first of all the commandments is, Hear, O Israel; The Lord our God is one Lord:
I CORINTHIANS 8
5 For though there be that are called gods, whether in heaven or in earth, (as there be gods many, and lords many,) 
6 But to us there is but one God, the Father, of whom are all things, and we in him; and one Lord Jesus Christ, by whom are all things, and we by him.
ISAIAH 46:
9 Remember the former things of old: for I am God, and there is none else; I am God, and there is none like me,

The trinity teach that there are three gods all equal in power.

Jesus Christ confirmed Isaiah 46:9

JOHN 10
29 My Father, which gave them me, is greater than all; and no man is able to pluck them out of my Father's hand.
JOHN 14:
28 Ye have heard how I said unto you, I go away, and come again unto you. If ye loved me, ye would rejoice, because I said, I go unto the Father: for my Father is greater than I.

Jesus said the Father was His God.
JOHN 20:
17 Jesus saith unto her, Touch me not; for I am not yet ascended to my Father: but go to my brethren, and say unto them, I ascend unto my Father, and your Father; and to my God, and your God.
EPHESIANS 1:
17 That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give unto you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of him:

What can we know or have wisdom and revelation about God?




MATTHEW 11:
27 All things are delivered unto me of my Father: and no man knoweth the Son, but the Father; neither knoweth any man the Father, save the Son, and he to whomsoever the Son will reveal him
JOHN 1:
18 No man hath seen God at any time; the only begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the Father, he hath declared him.
COLOSSIANS 1:
13 Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son: 
14 In whom we have redemption through his blood, even the forgiveness of sins: 
15 Who is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of every creature:
I TIMOTHY 1:
17 Now unto the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only wise God, be honour and glory for ever and ever. Amen.

No matter how you try to twist the scripture Jesus was never invisible.

God the Father is manifested in the flesh of the Son Jesus Christ.

JOHN 14:
7 If ye had known me, ye should have known my Father also: and from henceforth ye know him, and have seen him.
8 Philip saith unto him, Lord, shew us the Father, and it sufficeth us. 
9 Jesus saith unto him, Have I been so long time with you, and yet hast thou not known me, Philip? he that hath seen me hath seen the Father; and how sayest thou then, Shew us the Father? 
10 Believest thou not that I am in the Father, and the Father in me? the words that I speak unto you I speak not of myself: but the Father that dwelleth in me, he doeth the works.
JOHN 20:
27 Then saith he to Thomas, Reach hither thy finger, and behold my hands; and reach hither thy hand, and thrust it into my side: and be not faithless, but believing.
28 And Thomas answered and said unto him, My Lord and my God.
I TIMOTHY 3:
16 And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God was manifest in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the world, received up into glory.

One scripture I was asked about is this one.

HEBREWS 1:
7 And of the angels he saith, Who maketh his angels spirits, and his ministers a flame of fire. 
8 But unto the Son he saith, Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever: a sceptre of righteousness is the sceptre of thy kingdom. 
9 Thou hast loved righteousness, and hated iniquity; therefore God, even thy God, hath anointed thee with the oil of gladness above thy fellows

New Testament God:  2316   theos    {theh'-os} whatever can in any respect be likened unto God, or resemble him in any way: God's representative or viceregent, of magistrates and judges.  god or goddess, a general name of deities or divinities

PSALM 45:
6 Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever: the sceptre of thy kingdom is a right sceptre.
7 Thou lovest righteousness, and hatest wickedness: therefore God, thy God, hath anointed thee with the oil of gladness above thy fellows.

I do believe this is a prophecy speaking of Christ and the Bride but is also speaking in the present tense of David.

Old Testament God:  430   'elohiym    {el-o-heem'}   rulers, judges, divine ones, angels, gods.

EXODUS 21:
6 Then his master shall bring him unto the judges; he shall also bring him to the door, or unto the door post; and his master shall bore his ear through with an aul; and he shall serve him for ever.

PSALM 82:
6 I have said, Ye are gods; and all of you are children of the most High.

That is the case because there is only one God the Father as Paul stated.

I do not believe the Holy Ghost is a separate God from the Father because the scripture in no place calls the Holy Ghost a god other than referring to the Spirit of the Father.

JOEL 2
28 And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out my spirit upon all flesh; and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, your young men shall see visions:
29 And also upon the servants and upon the handmaids in those days will I pour out my spirit.

Peter called it the Holy Ghost.


ACTS 2:
4 And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.

And declared that it is what was spoken by Joel.

ACTS 2:
16 But this is that which was spoken by the prophet Joel;

The main point being that tradition sit in motion by the Nicaean councils and those that followed took most of the glory of the Father especially in the Old Testament and give it to a god they had created from their god of reasoning and education creating a false worship.

4. The only education any Christian or minister needs is to hear the truth from the scriptures, study the scriptures and pray for understanding.

MATTHEW 11:
25 At that time Jesus answered and said, I thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because thou hast hid these things from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them unto babes.
I CORINTHIANS 1:
18 For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness; but unto us which are saved it is the power of God. 
19 For it is written, I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and will bring to nothing the understanding of the prudent.

Ministries that build religious colleges and seminaries do not believe those scriptures.  

I CORINTHIANS 1:
18 For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness; but unto us which are saved it is the power of God. 
0»1……..     19 For it is written, I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and will bring to nothing the understanding of the prudent. 
20 Where is the wise? where is the scribe? where is the disputer of this world? hath not God made foolish the wisdom of this world? 
21 For after that in the wisdom of God the world by wisdom knew not God, it pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe.
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The Importance Of Gospel Preaching
The things that are WRITTEN and that are PREACHED by us concerning salvation in our Lord Jesus Christ are not only written and preached to encourage sinners to believe Him and come to Him that they might be saved, but the gospel is written and preached to you who believe that you may have confidence and assurance of your interest in Christ, and having come to Him, you are still coming. How is faith confirmed? How is faith increased? Even by the preaching of the gospel, by having the person and work, the righteousness and sacrifice of our Lord explained to us again.  Eternal life is to be found nowhere but in Christ. And in order that those who are already in Christ through faith might have assurance and grow in grace and the knowledge of Him, the preacher is to magnify over and over again THE GOSPEL OF THE GLORY OF OUR BLESSED LORD!   Henry T. Mahan 

“Christ Is The End Of The Law.”    Romans 10:4
It has always been man’s desire to establish his own righteousness before God by the works of the law. Many who would abhor the doctrine of justification by the law continue to teach the self-righteous doctrine of sanctification by the law. “Are ye so foolish? having begun in the Spirit, are ye now made perfect by the flesh?”

Though men accuse us of horrible crimes for doing so, we must insist upon the truthfulness of Paul’s plain statement, “Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone that believeth.” Christ is the end of the law’s types and prophecies, the end of the law’s commandments and requirements, the end of the law’s curse and penalty. Christ is the end of the law’s domain and the end of the law’s purpose. “The law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ.”

But now, having come to Christ by faith, I am dead to the law! In Christ, the law has no claim upon me! I am free! We have no condemnation by the law and no covenant with the law. We most greatly honor and magnify the law of God by confessing our inability to obey it, and by resting upon Christ’s perfect obedience for all our righteousness. Those who self-righteously claim to obey the law as a rule of life misunderstand the law’s purpose, lower the law’s standard of perfection, and rob Christ of his perfect obedience to the law as our Representative. Our rule of life is faith in Christ. Our motive for service is the  love of Christ. And our only law is Christ himself. This is the perfect law of liberty!
                                                                             Don Fortner


