

1
11-16-25 How Can You Believe?
A Hindrance to Faith.
The Words in italics are my comments.
Other references Strong’s concordance unless indicated otherwise.
JOHN 5:
43 I am come in my Father's name, and ye receive me not: if another shall come in his own name, him ye will receive.
44 How can ye believe, which receive honour one of another, and seek not the honour that cometh from God only?

Honour:  1391   doxa    {dox'-ah} glory, magnificence, excellence, preeminence, dignity, grace.

Notice that most religious systems are built upon their own recognition of each other often by name and doctrine.  According to scripture it makes correct faith impossible.
Jesus brought healing to probably thousand and nothing good is said about how much faith they had.
MATTHEW 4
23 And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, and preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing all manner of sickness and all manner of disease among the people. 
24 And his fame went throughout all Syria: and they brought unto him all sick people that were taken with divers diseases and torments, and those which were possessed with devils, and those which were lunatick, and those that had the palsy; and he healed them. 
25 And there followed him great multitudes of people from Galilee, and from Decapolis, and from Jerusalem, and from Judaea, and from beyond Jordan.

Jesus noted that a centurion had more faith than any in Israel.

MATTHEW 8:
8 The centurion answered and said, Lord, I am not worthy that thou shouldest come under my roof: but speak the word only, and my servant shall be healed. 
9 For I am a man under authority, having soldiers under me: and I say to this man, Go, and he goeth; and to another, Come, and he cometh; and to my servant, Do this, and he doeth it. 
10 When Jesus heard it, he marvelled, and said to them that followed, Verily I say unto you, I have not found so great faith, no, not in Israel.

It is possible to believe for one thing but fail to believe for what is necessary 

JOHN 8:
31 Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye continue in 
32 And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.
33 They answered him, We be Abraham's seed, and were never in bondage to any man: how sayest thou, Ye shall be made free?

Their self-righteousness religion stopped them from knowing their bondage.
All false religion causes the people to be self-righteous.

As Christians we believe in spiritual gifts, but people that are not Christians sometime have gifts given also gifts do not mean a person has correct faith.

EPHESIANS 4
8 Wherefore he saith, When he ascended up on high, he led captivity captive, and gave gifts unto men.
PSALM 68:
18 Thou hast ascended on high, thou hast led captivity captive: thou hast received gifts for men; yea, for the rebellious also, that the LORD God might dwell among them.
JOHN 11:
50 Nor consider that it is expedient for us, that one man should die for the people, and that the whole nation perish not. 
51 And this spake he not of himself: but being high priest that year, he prophesied that Jesus should die for that nation; 
52 And not for that nation only, but that also he should gather together in one the children of God that were scattered abroad. 
53 Then from that day forth they took counsel together for to put him to death.

We know to believe means to have faith and truly there is only one faith.

EPHESIANS 4:
5 One Lord, one faith, one baptism, 
6 One God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all. 
7 But unto every one of us is given grace according to the measure of the gift of Christ.

I don’t mean to complicate things but let’s look how faith works by scripture.

Your faith:
II CORINTHIANS 10:
15 Not boasting of things without our measure, that is, of other men's labours; but having hope, when your faith is increased, that we shall be enlarged by you according to our rule abundantly,
II THESSALONIANS 1
3 We are bound to thank God always for you, brethren, as it is meet, because that your faith groweth exceedingly, and the charity of every one of you all toward each other aboundeth;

Your faith can fail, but if it is directed correctly, it will never fail.
A person that has self-righteousness will never have perfect faith for salvation.
MATTHEW 9:
13 But go ye and learn what that meaneth, I will have mercy, and not sacrifice: for I am not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.
ROMANS 3:
10 As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one
PHILIPPIANS 3:
9 And be found in him, not having mine own righteousness, which is of the law, but that which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith
LUKE 8:
13 They on the rock are they, which, when they hear, receive the word with joy; and these have no root, which for a while believe, and in time of temptation fall away.
JOHN 8:
30 As he spake these words, many believed on him. 
31 Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed; 
32 And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.

You can have faith and not continue in the Word.  Most people in religion have faith to some degree but have it stopped before it leads them to the correct destination.

I TIMOTHY 5
11 But the younger widows refuse: for when they have begun to wax wanton 
12 Having damnation, because they have cast off their first faith.
I TIMOTHY 6
20 O Timothy, keep that which is committed to thy trust, avoiding profane and vain babblings, and oppositions of science falsely so called: 
21 Which some professing have erred concerning the faith. Grace be with thee. Amen.
II TIMOTHY 2:
18 Who concerning the truth have erred, saying that the resurrection is past already; and overthrow the faith of some.
GALATIANS 5:
7 Ye did run well; who did hinder you that ye should not obey the truth? 
8 This persuasion cometh not of him that calleth you.
9 A little leaven leaveneth the whole lump.

Error that is not corrected will always lead to more error.

Your faith to not fail must be continually upon Christ until your faith unites with the faith of Christ as you follow in His Word.  
GALATIANS 2
16 Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Jesus Christ, that we might be justified by the faith of Christ, and not by the works of the law: for by the works of the law shall no flesh be justified.
GALATIANS 2:
20 I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.

When you live by the faith of, not in the Son of God you will never fail.

Any persuasion that is not Word only is error and stops faith.  

EPHESIANS 4
19 Who being past feeling have given themselves over unto lasciviousness, to work all uncleanness with greediness. 
20 But ye have not so learned Christ; 
21 If so be that ye have heard him, and have been taught by him, as the truth is in Jesus:
MARK 11:
22 And Jesus answering saith unto them, Have faith in God

Young's Literal Translation
And Jesus answering saith to them, 'Have faith of God;
Smith's Literal Translation
And Jesus having answered, says to them, Have the faith of God.

Our Faith believes in Christ according to the Word every believer that continues in the Word Receives the Holy Ghost which Christ in you.  Christ in you through the heavenly Father created the Worlds and can meet any need you have and will never fail.

PHILIPPIANS 1
27 Only let your conversation be as it becometh the gospel of Christ: that whether I come and see you, or else be absent, I may hear of your affairs, that ye stand fast in one spirit, with one mind striving together for the faith of the gospel;

The faith of the gospel starts you on your journey to the faith of Christ.

EPHESIANS 1:
13 In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise, 
14 Which is the earnest of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession, unto the praise of his glory.
PHILIPPIANS 4:
12 I know both how to be abased, and I know how to abound: every where and in all things I am instructed both to be full and to be hungry, both to abound and to suffer need. 
13 I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me.

Your faith in Christ starts by hearing the gospel and grows by continuing hearing the Word.
ROMANS 10:
16 But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For Esaias saith, Lord, who hath 
17 So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.

As our text tells there are things that hinder our faith.

II CORINTHIANS 11:
2 For I am jealous over you with godly jealousy: for I have espoused you to one husband, that I may present you as a chaste virgin to Christ. 
3 But I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve through his subtilty, so your minds should be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ. 
4 For if he that cometh preacheth another Jesus, whom we have not preached, or if ye receive another spirit, which ye have not received, or another gospel, which ye have not accepted, ye might well bear with him.

I will speak by experience, but I know some listening will identify with what I am about to say.  There is different spirits to different religions.  Each doctrine creates an atmosphere that people identify with.  It is also another Jesus created by that doctrine.  

GALATIANS 1:
6 I marvel that ye are so soon removed from him that called you into the grace of Christ unto another gospel: 
7 Which is not another; but there be some that trouble you, and would pervert the gospel of Christ. 
8 But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than that which we have preached unto you, let him be accursed.

Your religion and your zeal as it is called does not bring you into the faith of Christ.

ROMANS 10
3 For they being ignorant of God's righteousness, and going about to establish their own righteousness, have not submitted themselves unto the righteousness of God. 
4 For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to every one that believeth.

Any law which a person lives by produces a self-righteousness whether it is scripture or a tradition.
JOHN 7:
24 Judge not according to the appearance, but judge righteous judgment.
PHILIPPIANS 3:
9 And be found in him, not having mine own righteousness, which is of the law, but that which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith:

You can only be righteous as you accept the righteousness of Christ and forsake your own righteousness.
MATTHEW 7:
1 Judge not, that ye be not judged.
2 For with what judgment ye judge, ye shall be judged: and with what measure ye mete, it shall be measured to you again.
3 And why beholdest thou the mote that is in thy brother's eye, but considerest not the beam that is in thine own eye?
LUKE 18:
11 The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, God, I thank thee, that I am not as other men are, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this publican.
12 I fast twice in the week, I give tithes of all that I possess.

Nothing wrong with any of those things the Pharisee was doing but it became rejected when it became that person’s righteousness.

II KINGS 9:
30 And when Jehu was come to Jezreel, Jezebel heard of it; and she painted her face, and tired her head, and looked out at a window.
the feet, and the palms of her hands.
II KINGS 9:
36 Wherefore they came again, and told him. And he said, This is the word of the LORD, which he spake by his servant Elijah the Tishbite, saying, In the portion of Jezreel shall dogs eat the flesh of Jezebel:
37 And the carcase of Jezebel shall be as dung upon the face of the field in the portion of Jezreel; so that they shall not say, This is Jezebel.

Why was she fed to the dogs?
II KINGS 9:
22 And it came to pass, when Joram saw Jehu, that he said, Is it peace, Jehu? And he answered, What peace, so long as the whoredoms of thy mother Jezebel and her witchcrafts are so many?

When we judge others by something that is not scripture it is always a result of our self righteousness.

I TIMOTHY 2:
9 In like manner also, that women adorn themselves in modest apparel, with shamefacedness and sobriety; not with broided hair, or gold, or pearls, or costly array;

Modest   2887   kosmios    {kos'-mee-os}   well arranged, seemly, modest

I PETER 3:
3 Whose adorning let it not be that outward adorning of plaiting the hair, and of wearing of gold, or of putting on of apparel; 
4 But let it be the hidden man of the heart, in that which is not corruptible, even the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, which is in the sight of God of great price.
EZEKIEL 16:
9 Then washed I thee with water; yea, I throughly washed away thy blood from thee, and I anointed thee with oil.
10 I clothed thee also with broidered work, and shod thee with badgers' skin, and I girded thee about with fine linen, and I covered thee with silk.
11 I decked thee also with ornaments, and I put bracelets upon thy hands, and a chain on thy neck.
12 And I put a jewel on thy forehead, and earrings in thine ears, and a beautiful crown upon thine head.
13 Thus wast thou decked with gold and silver; and thy raiment was of fine linen, and silk, and broidered work; thou didst eat fine flour, and honey, and oil: and thou wast exceeding beautiful, and thou didst prosper into a kingdom.
14 And thy renown went forth among the heathen for thy beauty: for it was perfect through my comeliness, which I had put upon thee, saith the Lord GOD.
15 But thou didst trust in thine own beauty, and playedst the harlot because 
16 And of thy garments thou didst take, and deckedst thy high places with divers colours, and playedst the harlot thereupon: the like things shall not come, neither shall it be so.
17 Thou hast also taken thy fair jewels of my gold and of my silver, which I had given thee, and madest to thyself images of men, and didst commit whoredom with them,
18 And tookest thy broidered garments, and coveredst them: and thou hast set mine oil and mine incense before them.
JEREMIAH 35:
13 Thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; Go and tell the men of Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem, Will ye not receive instruction to hearken to my words? saith the LORD.
14 The words of Jonadab the son of Rechab, that he commanded his sons not to drink wine, are performed; for unto this day they drink none, but obey their father's commandment: notwithstanding I have spoken unto you, rising early and speaking; but ye hearkened not unto me.
15 I have sent also unto you all my servants the prophets, rising up early and sending them, saying, Return ye now every man from his evil way, and amend your doings, and go not after other gods to serve them, and ye shall dwell in the land which I have given to you and to your fathers: but ye have not inclined your ear, nor hearkened unto me.
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	JESUS HEALED HER.  THEN, HER HUSBAND ABANDONED HER.
Asiimwe Peace was raised in a Muslim family in Uganda, but by the time she married, her parents and siblings had all died. Later, when Asiimwe lost her eyesight, her mother-in-law encouraged her children to hide from her to test if she was really blind.

Asiimwe consulted doctors and witchcraft, but no one could improve her vision. Then, she eventually became paralyzed, unable to walk or move her hands. Repulsed by her physical condition, her husband cursed her and called her a demon. He even threatened to kill her and take their children.
When a local pastor learned that Asiimwe could not move or see, he persuaded her husband to bring her to church. And there, Asiimwe said, is where she found healing. After coming to faith in Christ, she found that she could raise her hand. And soon, she regained strength in her legs and was able to walk. Her eyesight was also restored.
When Asiimwe’s mother-in-law heard about the healing, she told her son to leave his now-Christian wife. He then locked Asiimwe and the children out of the house. Having nowhere else to go, she went to a hospital for help but was turned away as she had no sickness to treat.
Asiimwe and her children wandered for days, looking for food. After learning of their situation, VOM helped provide the family with a stable home, and her children are now able to attend school. Asiimwe said the words of Christ help her not to worry. “When I was in prayer,” she said, “I [fell] back [to] Matthew 6.:25.”  
	“Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink, nor about your body, what you will put on. But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be added to you.”






