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11-29-25. Blessed are they that Do His Commandments.
The Words in italics are my comments.
Other references Strong’s concordance unless indicated otherwise.
REVELATION 22:
13 I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end, the first and the last.
14 Blessed are they that do his commandments, that they may have right to the tree of life, and may enter in through the gates into the city. 
15 For without are dogs, and sorcerers, and whoremongers, and murderers, and idolaters, and whosoever loveth and maketh a lie. 
16 I Jesus have sent mine angel to testify unto you these things in the churches. I am the root and the offspring of David, and the bright and morning star.

To understand scripture, you must always relate to Jesus Christ not only as the Son of Man, The Son of God, but also as the Word of God.  This scripture starts with the identification of Christ as the Alpha which is the beginning.

JOHN 1:
1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
JOHN 1:
14 And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.

I find no other attribute of Christ being anything other than the Word until He became flesh.

At the end (Omega)He is also called the Word of God.

REVELATION 19:
11 And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse; and he that sat upon him was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness he doth judge and make war. 
12 His eyes were as a flame of fire, and on his head were many crowns; and he had a name written, that no man knew, but he himself. 
13 And he was clothed with a vesture dipped in blood: and his name is called The Word of God.
I CORINTHIANS 12:
3 Wherefore I give you to understand, that no man speaking by the Spirit of God calleth Jesus accursed: and that no man can say that Jesus is the Lord, but by the Holy Ghost.
MATTHEW 11:
27 All things are delivered unto me of my Father: and no man knoweth the Son, but the Father; neither knoweth any man the Father, save the Son, and he to whomsoever the Son will reveal him.

Some older manuscripts tell us that Barabbas was also called Jesus Barabbas which may or may not be true, but we do note that some will follow another Jesus and often the scripture or Word Jesus is replaced by a religion made Jesus.

At that time they had a notorious prisoner, called Jesus* Barabbas. So after they had gathered, Pilate said to them, ‘Whom do you want me to release for you, Jesus* Barabbas or Jesus who is called the Messiah?’—Matthew 27:16-17 (NRSV)
REVELATION 14:
12 Here is the patience of the saints: here are they that keep the commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus.

It is also with whom the devil wage spiritual war.

REVELATION 12
17 And the dragon was wroth with the woman, and went to make war with the remnant of her seed, which keep the commandments of God, and have the testimony of Jesus Christ.
EPHESIANS 6:12
12 For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.

There are a lot of church doctrines and rules, laws and whatever that are called commandments, but are they? False religion always tries to keep people under their domain instead of the Lord.
MATTHEW 23
4 For they bind heavy burdens and grievous to be borne, and lay them on men's shoulders; but they themselves will not move them with one of their fingers.
5 But all their works they do for to be seen of men: they make broad their phylacteries, and enlarge the borders of their garments,
MATTHEW 15:
8 This people draweth nigh unto me with their mouth, and honoureth me with their lips; but their heart is far from me.
9 But in vain they do worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men.

1. The true Christian is the one who keeps the commandments of Christ.
2. Those who keep the commandments of Christ will be the one Satan wars against.
3. Those who do not keep the commandments of Christ are outside the heavenly Jerusalem.

Just what are the commandments of our Lord?

We must understand that the commandments of the law and the commandments of Christ are too different things.
MATTHEW 5:
17 Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to fulfil.
18 For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled.

To those who would still believe there is a part of the law we must keep are in fact denying that Christ fulfilled the law.

19 Whosoever therefore shall break one of these least commandments, and shall teach men so, he shall be called the least in the kingdom of heaven: but whosoever shall do and teach them, the same shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven.
20 For I say unto you, That except your righteousness shall exceed the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no case enter into the kingdom of heaven.
JOHN 1:
17 For the law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ
ROMANS 7:
4 Wherefore, my brethren, ye also are become dead to the law by the body of Christ; that ye should be married to another, even to him who is raised from the dead, that we should bring forth fruit unto God.
ROMANS 10
4 For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to every one that believeth.

The New Testament is teaching the commandments of Christ or God through Christ and correction which sometimes could be called a commandment because repent is a commandment.
ACTS 17:
30 And the times of this ignorance God winked at; but now commandeth all men every where to repent:

Jesus spoke often of the commandments of the Old Testament but to His apostles and all his disciples he spoke this.
JOHN 13:
34 A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I have loved you, that ye also love one another.
35 By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another.

New   2537   kainos    {kahee-nos'} as respects substance, of a new kind; unprecedented, novel, uncommon, unheard of 

There is no New Testament commandment that a person can keep correctly of themselves without the love of Christ within then.
JOHN 14:
21 He that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me: and he that loveth me shall be loved of my Father, and I will love him, and will manifest myself to him.

You do not prove you love Christ by keeping His commandments, but you prove you already love Christ by keeping His commandments.

JOHN 15
12 This is my commandment, That ye love one another, as I have loved you.

That kind of love can only come from and be created by God.

ROMANS 5:
5 And hope maketh not ashamed; because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us.

After the resurrection and Christ ascended to His Father he continued commandments through the apostles.
ACTS 1:
1 The former treatise have I made, O Theophilus, of all that Jesus began both to do and teach, 
2 Until the day in which he was taken up, after that he through the Holy Ghost had given commandments unto the apostles whom he had chosen:
ACTS 10:
48 And he commanded them to be baptized in the name of the Lord. Then prayed they him to tarry certain days.
ROMANS 13:
9 For this, Thou shalt not commit adultery, Thou shalt not kill, Thou shalt not steal, Thou shalt not bear false witness, Thou shalt not covet; and if there be any other commandment, it is briefly comprehended in this saying, namely, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.

Comprehended    346   anakephalaiomai    {an-ak-ef-al-ah'-ee-om-ahee gather together in one. , to repeat summarily, to condense into a summary

All spiritual commandments are to be exercised by love.  Spiritual love or the love of God nis the foundation of keeping every commandment.  Our natural love is not considered by scripture because our love can be perverted to love false doctrine among other things.

EPHESIANS 3:
17 That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted and grounded in love,
18 May be able to comprehend with all saints what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and height; 
19 And to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye might be filled with all the fulness of God. 
20 Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that worketh in us,
GALATIANS 5
6 For in Jesus Christ neither circumcision availeth any thing, nor uncircumcision; but faith which worketh by love.

Worketh.   1754   energeo    {en-erg-eh'-o}    1) to be operative, be at work; put forth power, to work for one, aid one.

You can have faith and ask request and God may answer but it is not a faith that worketh by love.
PSALM 106:
12 Then believed they his words; they sang his praise.
13 They soon forgat his works; they waited not for his counsel:
14 But lusted exceedingly in the wilderness, and tempted God in the desert.
15 And he gave them their request; but sent leanness into their soul.

When Christ was on earth many had faith for a request but even that was not worked by love most of it was for their own desire.  I don’t mean to condemn that kind of request but it not perfect faith.
MARK 10:
51 And Jesus answered and said unto him, What wilt thou that I should do unto thee? The blind man said unto him, Lord, that I might receive my sight. 
52 And Jesus said unto him, Go thy way; thy faith hath made thee whole. And immediately he received his sight, and followed Jesus in the way.
1 JOHN 2:
3 And hereby we do know that we know him, if we keep his commandments. 
4 He that saith, I know him, and keepeth not his commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him. 
5 But whoso keepeth his word, in him verily is the love of God perfected: hereby know we that we are in him. 

We are not perfected by keeping the commandments but the love of God that is perfected in us has kept the Word or commandments.

Literal Standard Version
and whoever may keep His word, truly the love of God has been perfected in him; in this we know that we are in Him.
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II CORINTHIANS 8:
7 Therefore, as ye abound in every thing, in faith, and utterance, and knowledge, and in all diligence, and in your love to us, see that ye abound in this grace also.
GALATIANS 5:
22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith,
I CORINTHIANS 14:
37 If any man think himself to be a prophet, or spiritual, let him acknowledge that the things that I write unto you are the commandments of the Lord.
II THESSALONIANS 3
4 And we have confidence in the Lord touching you, that ye both do and will do the things which we command you. 
5 And the Lord direct your hearts into the love of God, and into the patient waiting for Christ. 
6 Now we command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye withdraw yourselves from every brother that walketh disorderly, and not after the tradition which he received of us.
I TIMOTHY 1
5 Now the end of the commandment is charity out of a pure heart, and of a good conscience, and of faith unfeigned:

Literal Standard Version
And the end of the charge is love out of a pure heart, and of a good conscience, and of unhypocritical faith,
I JOHN 2:
6 He that saith he abideth in him ought himself also so to walk, even as he walked. 
7 Brethren, I write no new commandment unto you, but an old commandment which ye had from the beginning. The old commandment is the word which ye have heard from the beginning. 
8 Again, a new commandment I write unto you, which thing is true in him and in you: because the darkness is past, and the true light now shineth.
I JOHN 3:
22 And whatsoever we ask, we receive of him, because we keep his commandments, and do those things that are pleasing in his sight. 
23 And this is his commandment, That we should believe on the name of his Son Jesus Christ, and love one another, as he gave us commandment. 
24 And he that keepeth his commandments dwelleth in him, and he in him. And hereby we know that he abideth in us, by the Spirit which he hath given us.
I CORINTHIANS 13:
1 Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, and have not charity, I am become as sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal. 
2 And though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries, and all knowledge; and though I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, and have not charity, I am nothing. 
3 And though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though I give my body to be burned, and have not charity, it profiteth me nothing. 
4 Charity suffereth long, and is kind; charity envieth not; charity vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up, 
5 Doth not behave itself unseemly, seeketh not her own, is not easily provoked, thinketh no evil; 
6 Rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth; 
7 Beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth all things, endureth all things. 
8 Charity never faileth: but whether there be prophecies, they shall fail; whether there be tongues, they shall cease; whether there be knowledge, it shall vanish 
9 For we know in part, and we prophesy in part. 
10 But when that which is perfect is come, then that which is in part shall be done away. 
11
11 When I was a child, I spake as a child, I understood as a child, I thought as a child: but when I became a man, I put away childish things. 
12 For now we see through a glass, darkly; but then face to face: now I know in part; but then shall I know even as also I am known. 
13 And now abideth faith, hope, charity, these three; but the greatest of these is charity.
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“Most of us has read this before but it is a good reminder.” JoeH
Others may, you cannot
(George Watson, 1845-1924)
 
John 21:21-22, "When Peter saw him, he asked: Lord, what about him? 
Jesus answered: If I want him to remain until I return, what is that to you? You follow Me!"
 
If God has called you to be truly like Jesus, then He will draw you into a life of crucifixion and humility. He will put on you such demands of obedience, that you will not be allowed to follow other Christians. In many ways, He seems to let other believers do things, which He will not let you do.
 
Others who seem to be very faithful and useful, may push themselves up to be admired--but you cannot. If you attempt it--you will meet with such failure and rebuke from the Lord, as to make you sorely penitent.
 
Others can brag about themselves, their work, and their successes--but the Holy Spirit will not allow you to do any such thing. If you begin to do so, He will lead you into some deep humiliation that will make you despise yourself and all your good works.
 
Others will be allowed to succeed in making great sums of money, or in having a legacy left to them, or in having luxuries--but God may only supply you on a day-to-day basis, because He wants you to have something far better than gold--a helpless dependence on Him and His unseen treasury.
 
The Lord may let others be honored and put forward, while keeping you hidden in obscurity--because He wants to produce some choice, fragrant fruit in you, which can only be produced in the shade.
 
God may let others be great, but He will keep you small. He will let others do a work for Him and get the credit, but He will make you work and toil without others knowing how much you are doing. Then, to make your work still more precious, He will let others get the credit for the work which you have done. This is to teach you the message of the Cross and humility.
 
The Holy Spirit will put a strict watch on you, and with a jealous love rebuke you for careless words and feelings, or for wasting your  time--which other Christians never seem distressed over.
 
So make up your mind that God is an infinite Sovereign and has a right to do as He pleases with His own redeemed people, and that He may not explain to you a thousand things which may puzzle your reason, in His dealings with you.
 
If you absolutely give yourself to be His slave, then He will wrap you up in His jealous love, and let other Christian people say and do many things which you cannot.
 
However, know this great secret of the Kingdom: When you are so completely possessed with the living God, that you are in your secret heart, pleased and delighted over His personal, private, jealous guardianship and management over your life--then you will have touched the outskirts of glory and embraced God's highest calling.
Blessed be the LORD God, the God of Israel, who only doeth wondrous things.  And blessed be his glorious name for ever: and let the whole earth be filled with his glory; Amen, and Amen.                                                                             
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