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11-9-25 Repentance, Fruit, Works, Faith, Works and Grace.
The Words in italics are my comments.
Other references Strong’s concordance unless indicated otherwise.
JAMES 2:
18 Yea, a man may say, Thou hast faith, and I have works: shew me thy faith without thy works, and I will shew thee my faith by my works.
GALATIANS 2:
16 Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Jesus Christ, that we might be justified by the faith of Christ, and not by the works of the law: for by the works of the law shall no flesh be justified.
LUKE 3
8 Bring forth therefore fruits worthy of repentance, and begin not to say within yourselves, We have Abraham to our father: for I say unto you, That God is able of these stones to raise up children unto Abraham.
JOHN 1
17 For the law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ.

Look to Christ, not to your faith; look to Christ, not to your works, either good or bad; look to Christ, not to your feelings and experiences; look to Christ, not to your brethren, either the best of them or the worst of them. Look to Christ NOW, look to Christ ANEW, look to Christ ALONE, and look to Christ ALWAYS. “Look unto me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth: for I am God, and there is none else” Isaiah 45:22.  Henry T. Mahan
LUKE 7:
50 And he said to the woman, Thy faith hath saved thee; go in peace.
LUKE 18:
42 And Jesus said unto him, Receive thy sight: thy faith hath saved thee.

There is a strong doctrine that teaches that only faith is needed for salvation and to teach works is “another gospel.” They also teach faith is not of yourself, which is the scripture, but I believe taken out of context.
EPHESIANS 2
8 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God:
EPHESIANS 3
7 Whereof I was made a minister, according to the gift of the grace of God given unto me by the effectual working of his power.
EPHESIANS 4:
7 But unto every one of us is given grace according to the measure of the gift of Christ.

All gifts and benefits are given by grace we could not believe until we heard the gospel and all things begin in Christ.
ROMANS 5:
17 For if by one man's offence death reigned by one; much more they which receive abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness shall reign in life by one, Jesus Christ.)

Grace was what God gave to people who have the inability to change.

Under law the nation of Israel continued to fail to honor and keep God’s commandments

Judges as an example forsook the Lord every time a leader that God used to deliver them died.
JUDGES 3:
9 And when the children of Israel cried unto the LORD, the LORD raised up a deliverer to the children of Israel, who delivered them, even Othniel the son of Kenaz, Caleb's younger brother.
10 And the Spirit of the LORD came upon him, and he judged Israel, and went out to war: and the LORD delivered Chushanrishathaim king of Mesopotamia into his hand; and his hand prevailed against Chushanrishathaim.
11 And the land had rest forty years. And Othniel the son of Kenaz died.
12 And the children of Israel did evil again in the sight of the LORD: and the LORD strengthened Eglon the king of Moab against Israel, because they had done evil in the sight of the LORD.
JUDGES 8:
33 And it came to pass, as soon as Gideon was dead, that the children of Israel turned again, and went a whoring after Baalim, and made Baalberith their god.
34 And the children of Israel remembered not the LORD their God, who had delivered them out of the hands of all their enemies on every side:
JEREMIAH 17
9 The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who can know it?

God allowed things under law that Grace changed not because of humans but because of grace which is God’s ability.
DEUTERONOMY 24:
1 When a man hath taken a wife, and married her, and it come to pass that she find no favour in his eyes, because he hath found some uncleanness in her: then let him write her a bill of divorcement, and give it in her hand, and send her out of his house.
2 And when she is departed out of his house, she may go and be another man's wife.

When Christ was faced with this scripture this is His answer.

MATTHEW 19:
6 Wherefore they are no more twain, but one flesh. What therefore God hath joined together, let not man put asunder.
7 They say unto him, Why did Moses then command to give a writing of divorcement, and to put her away? 
8 He saith unto them, Moses because of the hardness of your hearts suffered you to put away your wives: but from the beginning it was not so.
9 And I say unto you, Whosoever shall put away his wife, except it be for fornication, and shall marry another, committeth adultery: and whoso marrieth her which is put away doth commit adultery.

I can’t speak for every religion but many especially Pentecost does not believe a person that has divorced has a right to continue living with their husband or wife and be saved and that has broken up homes.   Other religion accepts it in their congregation whether they confess salvation or not.

Before a person is converted they have a harden heart that changes at conversion.

EZEKIEL 11:
19 And I will give them one heart, and I will put a new spirit within you; and I will take the stony heart out of their flesh, and will give them an heart of flesh:
20 That they may walk in my statutes, and keep mine ordinances, and do them: and they shall be my people, and I will be their God.

Did Christ condemn ever Israelite under law that had divorced or taken dozens of wives?
No, but He pointed back to the beginning before the fall.  Salvation identifies you with the second Adam, Christ which did not fall.
ACTS 13:
39 And by him all that believe are justified from all things, from which ye could not be justified by the law of Moses.
JAMES 2
10 For whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in one point, he is guilty of all.
GALATIANS 3:
10 For as many as are of the works of the law are under the curse: for it is written, Cursed is every one that continueth not in all things which are written in the book of the law to do them.

Grace opened the door of salvation to all who will believe.

ACTS 15:
7 And when there had been much disputing, Peter rose up, and said unto them, Men and brethren, ye know how that a good while ago God made choice among us, that the Gentiles by my mouth should hear the word of the gospel, and believe. 
8 And God, which knoweth the hearts, bare them witness, giving them the Holy Ghost, even as he did unto us; 
9 And put no difference between us and them, purifying their hearts by faith. 
10 Now therefore why tempt ye God, to put a yoke upon the neck of the disciples, which neither our fathers nor we were able to bear? 
11 But we believe that through the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ we shall be saved, even as they.
TITUS 2:
11 For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to

ACTS 20:
24 But none of these things move me, neither count I my life dear unto myself, so that I might finish my course with joy, and the ministry, which I have received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the gospel of the grace of God.
TIMOTHY 1:
10 But is now made manifest by the appearing of our Saviour Jesus Christ, who hath abolished death, and hath brought life and immortality to light through the gospel:
HEBREWS 2:
9 But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels for the suffering of death, crowned with glory and honour; that he by the grace of God should taste death for every man.

Ever Christian must recognize as Paul did.

I CORINTHIANS 15:
10 But by the grace of God I am what I am: and his grace which was bestowed upon me was not in vain; but I laboured more abundantly than they all: yet not I, but the grace of God which was with me.
ROMANS 12:
3 For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that is among you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think; but to think soberly, according as God hath dealt to every man the measure of faith.

Is repentance a work?  In a sense it is but repentance won’t save you unless you believe and you will not believe until you repent.

LUKE 13
3 I tell you, Nay: but, except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish.
MARK 1:
15 And saying, The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand: repent ye, and believe the gospel.
MATTHEW 21:
32 For John came unto you in the way of righteousness, and ye believed him not: but the publicans and the harlots believed him: and ye, when ye had seen it, repented not afterward, that ye might believe him.

What is repentance?
MATTHEW 3:
7 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees come to his baptism, he said unto them, O generation of vipers, who hath warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 
8 Bring forth therefore fruits meet for repentance: 
9 And think not to say within yourselves, We have Abraham to our father: for I say unto you, that God is able of these stones to raise up children unto Abraham.

The Jews of that day had a self-righteousness because of their fleshly kinship to Abraham.
Most religion also clothes people with self-righteousness as they identify with a religion instead of Christ.
MATTHEW 9:
13 But go ye and learn what that meaneth, I will have mercy, and not sacrifice: for I am not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.
ROMANS 3:
10 As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one:

A sinner is a person that transgresses against God and when a person realizes that they have transgressed they will have what is called Godly sorry.

II CORINTHIANS 7:
10 For godly sorrow worketh repentance to salvation not to be repented of: but the sorrow of the world worketh death.
ACTS 26:
20 But shewed first unto them of Damascus, and at Jerusalem, and throughout all the coasts of Judaea, and then to the Gentiles, that they should repent and turn to God, and do works meet for repentance.

Works. 2041   ergon    {er'-gon}  any product whatever, any thing accomplished by hand, art, industry, or mind an act, deed, thing done.

II CORINTHIANS 12
21 And lest, when I come again, my God will humble me among you, and that I shall bewail many which have sinned already, and have not repented of the uncleanness and fornication and lasciviousness which they have committed.

They were condemned because of not repenting more than the acts they had committed 

II TIMOTHY 2:
25 In meekness instructing those that oppose themselves; if God peradventure will give them repentance to the acknowledging of the truth;

False religion blinds eyes and keeps people from acknowledging the truth.

REVELATION 9:
20 And the rest of the men which were not killed by these plagues yet repented not of the works of their hands, that they should not worship devils, and idols of gold, and silver, and brass, and stone, and of wood: which neither can see, nor hear, nor walk:

I spoke of works, faith and works again because there is a work of repentance and after conversion there is a work of faith.

REVELATION 2:
19 I know thy works, and charity, and service, and faith, and thy patience, and thy works; and the last to be more than the first.

Works by faith is what will give us our reward and works without faith is how we will be judged.
II CORINTHIANS 5:
9 Wherefore we labour, that, whether present or absent, we may be accepted of him. 
10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad.

Labour. 5389   philotimeomai    {fil-ot-im-eh'-om-ahee}  to be fond of honour; to be actuated by love of honour; from a love of honour to strive to bring something to pass

ROMANS 13:
10 Love worketh no ill to his neighbour: therefore love is the fulfilling of the law.
MATTHEW 25:
37 Then shall the righteous answer him, saying, Lord, when saw we thee an hungred, and fed thee? or thirsty, and gave thee drink? 
38 When saw we thee a stranger, and took thee in? or naked, and clothed thee? 
39 Or when saw we thee sick, or in prison, and came unto thee? 
40 And the King shall answer and say unto them, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me.
II TIMOTHY 1:
16 The Lord give mercy unto the house of Onesiphorus; for he oft refreshed me, and was not ashamed of my chain: 
17 But, when he was in Rome, he sought me out very diligently, and found me. 
18 The Lord grant unto him that he may find mercy of the Lord in that day: and in how many things he ministered unto me at Ephesus, thou knowest very well.

Grace opened the door to salvation to all nations and people.

ROMANS 11:
30 For as ye in times past have not believed God, yet have now obtained mercy through their unbelief:
I PETER 2:
10 Which in time past were not a people, but are now the people of God: which had not obtained mercy, but now have obtained mercy.

Punishment is not the same for all.  Not all are just put into fire but are judged or punished according to the deeds they have done.
MATTHEW 10:
14 And whosoever shall not receive you, nor hear your words, when ye depart out of that house or city, shake off the dust of your feet.
15 Verily I say unto you, It shall be more tolerable for the land of Sodom and Gomorrha in the day of judgment, than for that city.

I do believe God brings the gospel to a city or sometimes to a house but once it is rejected as in this nation God is dealing with each individual until the time of repentance has passed which I fear may have reached many already.

LUKE 12:
47 And that servant, which knew his lord's will, and prepared not himself, neither did according to his will, shall be beaten with many stripes.
48 But he that knew not, and did commit things worthy of stripes, shall be beaten with few stripes. For unto whomsoever much is given, of him shall be much required: and to whom men have committed much, of him they will ask the more.
REVELATION 20:
12 And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books were opened: and another book was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead were judged out of those things which were written in the books, according to their works. 
13 And the sea gave up the dead which were in it; and death and hell delivered up the dead which were in them: and they were judged every man according to their works.

False religion does not stand much of a chance in that day.

MATTHEW 7:
21 Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven.
22 Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works? 
23 And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity.

God recognizes good works but reject any works of religion that is not the will of the Father. 
LUKE 19
9 And Jesus said unto him, This day is salvation come to this house, forsomuch as he also is a son of Abraham.
10 For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was lost.
ACTS 10:
1 There was a certain man in Caesarea called Cornelius, a centurion of the 
2 A devout man, and one that feared God with all his house, which gave much alms to the people, and prayed to God alway. 
3 He saw in a vision evidently about the ninth hour of the day an angel of God 
4 And when he looked on him, he was afraid, and said, What is it, Lord? And he said unto him, Thy prayers and thine alms are come up for a memorial before God.
MALACHI 3:
16 Then they that feared the LORD spake often one to another: and the LORD hearkened, and heard it, and a book of remembrance was written before him for them that feared the LORD, and that thought upon his name.
17 And they shall be mine, saith the LORD of hosts, in that day when I make up my jewels; and I will spare them, as a man spareth his own son that serveth him.
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TRUE FAITH
When the Lord is pleased to bring a person to Christ in faith, He takes away his despair but not his sorrow over sin. True faith gives a person pardon but does not make him presumptuous. True faith gives a person rest and assurance in Christ but does not allow him to be indifferent and leave off being watchful and dedicated to spiritual growth. True faith gives a person strength, knowledge, and a good hope; but it never promotes pride nor allows him to boast. True faith brings a person to live for God but at the same time makes him more attentive to his earthly relationships and duties. He becomes a more loving, caring, generous husband, wife, parent, brother, sister, and neighbor.
When Paul said to the Roman church, "Your faith is spoken of throughout the whole world" (Rom. 8:8), it is certain he referred to their labor of love and works of faith; for true faith can only be revealed to others by the FRUIT OF FAITH. One cannot see our hearts, but they can see and hear what comes FROM our hearts and hands.                                  Henry T. Mahan 

Absolutely Necessary
Paul wrote in Heb. 2:17, "Wherefore in all things it behoved him (was essential) to be made like unto His brethren, that He might be a merciful and faithful high priest in things pertaining to God, to make reconciliation for the sins of the people." Can you give three reasons why it was absolutely essential and necessary for our Lord to become a man; bone of our bone and flesh of our flesh?
1). Unless He was a man, He could not be a high priest to offer sacrifice for sin and make intercession; for the high priest was taken from among men (Heb. 5:1).
2). Unless He was a man, He would have no sacrifice to offer. He had to shed His blood, for without shedding of blood is no remission (Heb. 9:22-25).
3). Unless He was a man, He could not be a Mediator nor Advocate with a perfect righteousness to plead (1 Tim. 2:5, 1 John 2:1).
Henry T. Mahan 

The believer has the new nature that never sins and the old nature that always sins (1 John 3:9). This does not provide him with an excuse for sin nor a reason to not battle his sin. But it does explain why he is so sinful. Amazingly and mysteriously, it is the new man that owns and confesses the sins of the old man!   On that day that I stand before God in judgment, due to my union with Jesus Christ, I will not stand, “Just as if I had never sinned.” I will stand as one, “Who has never sinned.” That is what true justification does for this sinner.                                                        Pastor David Eddmenson

