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10-3-25 Part 2 Orthodoxy Versus Truth
John 14:6
The Words in italics are my comments.
Other references Strong’s concordance unless indicated otherwise.
JOHN 14:
6 Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.     

Before we get started, we must understand all scripture is truth, meaning some things are recorded about what is said, not what the Holy Ghost has said.     

JOHN 1:
45 Philip findeth Nathanael, and saith unto him, We have found him, of whom Moses in the law, and the prophets, did write, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph. 
JOHN 9:
31 Now we know that God heareth not sinners: but if any man be a worshipper of God, and doeth his will, him he heareth.    
MATTHEW 24:
24 For there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and shall shew great signs and wonders; insomuch that, if it were possible, they shall deceive the very elect. 
LUKE 18:
13 And the publican, standing afar off, would not lift up so much as his eyes unto heaven, but smote upon his breast, saying, God be merciful to me a sinner.
14 I tell you, this man went down to his house justified rather than the other: for every one that exalteth himself shall be abased; and he that humbleth himself shall be exalted.   

False doctrine or traditions to prove themselves right will make other scriptures of none effect and create a false worship.

Orthodox: 

We believe the Holy Scriptures are the inspired Word of God. But they are not interpreted in isolation — they are lived and understood within the Sacred Tradition of the Church, as handed down by the Fathers and lived in the Liturgy.

Sacred:  holy, hallowed, blessed, blest, consecrated, sanctified, dedicated, venerated, revered

MARK 7:
13 Making the word of God of none effect through your tradition, which ye have delivered: and many such like things do ye.
MATTHEW 15:
9 But in vain they do worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men.

Orthodox:
St.Basil the Great, a prominent Church Father, articulated the importance of Tradition in his writings:"Of the dogmas and messages preserved in the Church, some we possess from written teaching; others we have received from the tradition of the Apostles, handed down to us in mystery. In respect to piety both are of the same force"
The creeds acknowledge that their doctrine comes from the fathers which they give the same authority as the apostles.

MATTHEW 23:
9 And call no man your father upon the earth: for one is your Father, which is in heaven.

Scripture cannot contradict scripture.
The First Council of Constantinople (381), convened by Emperor Theodosius I, expanded on the Nicene Creed and clarified the church’s teaching on the Holy Spirit. The revised creed stated:
“And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of Life,
Who proceeds from the Father,
Who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
Who spoke by the prophets.”
With these words, the council affirmed the full divinity (Acts 5:3–4), personhood (John 14:26), and eternal nature (Hebrews 9:14) of the Holy Spirit. He is not a force or a lesser deity. He is the Lord, the Giver of Life, co-equal and co-eternal with the Father and the Son.  https://beingreformed.substack.com/p/the-council-that-defined-the-holy
ACTS 5:
3 But Peter said, Ananias, why hath Satan filled thine heart to lie to the Holy Ghost, and to keep back part of the price of the land? 
4 Whiles it remained, was it not thine own? and after it was sold, was it not in thine own power? why hast thou conceived this thing in thine heart? thou hast not lied unto men, but unto God.
MATTHEW 10:
19 But when they deliver you up, take no thought how or what ye shall speak: for it shall be given you in that same hour what ye shall speak.
20 For it is not ye that speak, but the Spirit of your Father which speaketh in you.
MARK 13
11 But when they shall lead you, and deliver you up, take no thought beforehand what ye shall speak, neither do ye premeditate: but whatsoever shall be given you in that hour, that speak ye: for it is not ye that speak, but the Holy Ghost.
Personhood:  JOHN 14:
26 But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you
I JOHN 2:
1 My little children, these things write I unto you, that ye sin not. And if any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous:

Comforter and advocate same Greek word:  3875 parakletos    {par-ak'-lay-tos}one who pleads another's cause before a judge, a pleader, counsel for defense, legal assistant; an advocate 3) one who pleads another's cause with one, an intercessor;
If the Holy Ghost is a God a separate person from the Father and Son, then these scriptures would become of no effect speaking about the Father.

HEBREWS 9:
14 How much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without spot to God, purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?
I TIMOTHY 1
17 Now unto the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only wise God, be honour and glory for ever and ever. Amen.
I TIMOTHY 6:
15 Which in his times he shall shew, who is the blessed and only Potentate, the King of kings, and Lord of lords; 
16 Who only hath immortality, dwelling in the light which no man can approach unto; whom no man hath seen, nor can see: to whom be honour and power everlasting. Amen.

Since we know God is a Spirit and he is eternal we know Christ did not need a third person or spirit to help in the offering.
ACTS 2:
4 And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.
JOEL 2:
27 And ye shall know that I am in the midst of Israel, and that I am the LORD your God, and none else: and my people shall never be ashamed.
28 And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out my spirit upon all flesh; and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, your young men shall see visions:
29 And also upon the servants and upon the handmaids in those days will I pour out my spirit.

That is either God the Father speaking of His own Spirit or if not because it is called “my Spirit” showing ownership not equilibrium. 

There is 138 Scriptures that speak of the Lord your God how can you say one is the third person and how can you understand the other 137 times it is spoken.

EXODUS 6:
7 And I will take you to me for a people, and I will be to you a God: and ye shall know that I am the LORD your God, which bringeth you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians.

That false doctrine takes all the glory of the Father and gives it to a man-made God that does not exist other than being the Spirit of  (3068   Yhovah    {a-do-nahee'}  the proper name of the one true God)
ISAIAH 42:
8 I am the LORD: that is my name: and my glory will I not give to another, neither my praise to graven images.
JOHN 4:
24 God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth.
EPHESIANS 4
4 There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your calling. 
5 One Lord, one faith, one baptism, 
6 One God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all.
COLOSSIANS 1:
15 Who is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of every creature:
HEBREWS 11
27 By faith he forsook Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king: for he endured, as seeing him who is invisible.

If God is invisible who is seen here?
ISAIAH 6:
1 In the year that king Uzziah died I saw also the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up, and his train filled the temple.
EZEKIEL 1:
26 And above the firmament that was over their heads was the likeness of a throne, as the appearance of a sapphire stone: and upon the likeness of the throne was the likeness as the appearance of a man above upon it

A trinitarian will say since God is invisible that is Jesus Christ.

GENESIS 18:
1 And the LORD appeared unto him in the plains of Mamre: and he sat in the tent door in the heat of the day;
2 And he lift up his eyes and looked, and, lo, three men stood by him: and when he saw them, he ran to meet them from the tent door, and bowed himself toward the ground,
3 And said, My Lord, if now I have found favour in thy sight, pass not away, I pray thee, from thy servant:
GENESIS 18:
22 And the men turned their faces from thence, and went toward Sodom: but Abraham stood yet before the LORD.
EXODUS 3:
2 And the angel of the LORD appeared unto him in a flame of fire out of the midst of a bush: and he looked, and, behold, the bush burned with fire, and the bush was not consumed.
3 And Moses said, I will now turn aside, and see this great sight, why the bush is not burnt.
4 And when the LORD saw that he turned aside to see, God called unto him out of the midst of the bush, and said, Moses, Moses. And he said, Here am I.

Angel:  4397   mal'ak    {mal-awk'}messenger, representative

I KINGS 22:
19 And he said, Hear thou therefore the word of the LORD: I saw the LORD sitting on his throne, and all the host of heaven standing by him on his right hand and on his left.
DANIEL 7
9 I beheld till the thrones were cast down, and the Ancient of days did sit, whose garment was white as snow, and the hair of his head like the pure wool: his throne was like the fiery flame, and his wheels as burning fire.
DANIEL 7:
13 I saw in the night visions, and, behold, one like the Son of man came with the clouds of heaven, and came to the Ancient of days, and they brought him near before him.
JOHN 1:
18 No man hath seen God at any time; the only begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the Father, he hath declared him.

How did he declare Him?
JOHN 14
7 If ye had known me, ye should have known my Father also: and from henceforth ye know him, and have seen him.
8 Philip saith unto him, Lord, shew us the Father, and it sufficeth us. 
9 Jesus saith unto him, Have I been so long time with you, and yet hast thou not known me, Philip? he that hath seen me hath seen the Father; and how sayest thou then, Shew us the Father? 
10 Believest thou not that I am in the Father, and the Father in me? the words that I speak unto you I speak not of myself: but the Father that dwelleth in me, he doeth the 
11 Believe me that I am in the Father, and the Father in me: or else believe me 
12 Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me, the works that I do shall he do also; and greater works than these shall he do; because I go unto my Father.
13 And whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will I do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son.
II CORINTHIANS 4:
4 In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them.
COLOSSIANS 1:
14 In whom we have redemption through his blood, even the forgiveness of sins: 
15 Who is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of every creature:

What is an image?
I CORINTHIANS 15:
49 And as we have borne the image of the earthy, we shall also bear the image of the heavenly.

We are not Adam, nor do we look like Adam but we process the fallen attribute of sin that was cause by Adam.

My point God cannot be seen, and he is invisible.  But he can portray Himself into an angel, a man, a king or whatever he desires to express himself through His attributes are what makes Him God not His appearance.

ISAIAH 66:
1 Thus saith the LORD, The heaven is my throne, and the earth is my footstool: where is the house that ye build unto me? and where is the place of my rest?
ACTS 17:
27 That they should seek the Lord, if haply they might feel after him, and find him, though he be not far from every one of us: 
28 For in him we live, and move, and have our being; as certain also of your own poets have said, For we are also his offspring.
PSALM 139:
6 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is high, I cannot attain unto it.
7 Whither shall I go from thy spirit? or whither shall I flee from thy presence?
8 If I ascend up into heaven, thou art there: if I make my bed in hell, behold, thou art there.
Below is a simple introduction to the core beliefs of the Orthodox Church — not as a list of ideas, but as a living faith, rooted in worship, Scripture, and the teachings of the Fathers.
1. God as Holy Trinity
At the heart of Orthodox Christianity is the belief in the Holy Trinity — one God in three Persons: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Each Person is fully God, co-eternal and of the same essence..
At the heart of truth is the scriptures.
MARK 12:29 And Jesus answered him, The first of all the commandments is, Hear, O Israel; The Lord our God is one Lord:
JAMES 2:19 Thou believest that there is one God; thou doest well: the devils also believe, and tremble.
We believe the Father is the source of the Godhead, the Son is eternally begotten of the Father, and the Holy Spirit proceeds eternally from the Father. This faith is confessed in the Nicene Creed, prayed at every Divine Liturgy, liturgical practices, and other elements handed down through the centuries. This dual reliance on Scripture and Tradition is seen as a way to preserve the fullness of the Christian faith. Christ is fully God and fully man.
JOHN 20:
27 Then saith he to Thomas, Reach hither thy finger, and behold my hands; and reach hither thy hand, and thrust it into my side: and be not faithless, but believing.
28 And Thomas answered and said unto him, My Lord and my God.

If Jesus was fully God and I agree He was fully man let’s look at the scriptures.
LUKE 2:
52 And Jesus (God?) increased in wisdom and stature, and in favour with God and man. 
JOHN 5:
19 Then answered Jesus and said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, The Son can do nothing of himself, but what he seeth the Father do: for what things soever he doeth, these also doeth the Son likewise.
JOHN 5:
30 I can of mine own self do nothing: as I hear, I judge: and my judgment is just; because I seek not mine own will, but the will of the Father which hath sent me.
JOHN 10:
29 My Father, which gave them me, is greater than all; and no man is able to pluck them out of my Father's hand.
The Creed of Chalcedon (A.D. 451) We, then, following the holy Fathers, all with one consent, teach men to confess one and the same Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, the same perfect in Godhead and also perfect in manhood; truly God and truly man, of a reasonable (rational) soul and body; consubstantial (coessential) with the Father according to the Godhead, and consubstantial with us according to the Manhood; in all things like unto us, without sin; begotten before all ages of the Father according to the Godhead, and in these latter days, for us and for our salvation, born of the Virgin Mary, the Mother of God, according to the Manhood; one and the same Christ, Son, Lord, Only-begotten, to be acknowledged in two natures, inconfusedly, unchangeably, indivisibly, inseparably; the distinction of natures being by no means taken away by the union, but rather of the property of each nature being preserved, and concurring in one Person and one Subsistence, not parted or divided into two persons, but one and the same Son, and only begotten, God, the Word the Lord Jesus Christ; as the prophets from the beginning (have declared) concerning him, and the Lord Jesus Christ himself has taught us, and the Creed of the holy Fathers has handed down to us. 
Chaldedon, Bib Sac, 138:552:32
Henry Mahan told of a conversation that Paul had with the jailer that cannot be found in scripture.
Questions the jailer might have asked Paul.
“As he talked to the Philippian Jailer, he said; “He is the Lord.” The Lord our God is one God but three persons. He is Father, Son and Holy Spirit. He is one God. He is the Lord. He is Jesus the man, the Son of man and He is the Christ.”
≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠
Under a dark, ominous cloud of impending judgment, the prophet Isaiah sees the “Sun of righteousness arise with healing in His wings.”  And oh what a sight it was!  Says he, “Unto us a child is born, unto us a Son is given…and His name shall be called wonderful” (Isa.9:6).  His name shall be called “Wonderful” because He IS “wonderful!”  He is wonderful to the holy angels, and He is wonderful to the saints of God, those who know Him.
“Wonderful” is a powerful adjective.  A wonderful person is One who excites wonder; One who is extraordinary, One who is astonishing, One who is amazing, One who is separate and distinguished from others. “Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given”! He is indeed “wonderful!” “Without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God was manifest in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the world, received up into glory” (I Tim. 3:16).  The saints of God stand in wonder, adoration, and awe before this One. 
He is wonderful in all that He is, all that He says, all that He has done, and all that He is doing.  He is wonderful as the Representative, Substitute, and Surety of His people - a sovereign, sufficient, successful, satisfied Savior!  In all His glorious work of saving His people, from the very beginning to the end – He is wonderful!  He came from the highest heaven to the lowest hell to bring those who deserved the lowest hell to the highest heaven – He is wonderful! “He shall not fail nor be discouraged” (Isa. 42:4; 53:11).  In His faithfulness to save, He is wonderful!  “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou SHALT be saved” – He is wonderful!  
The saints of God never cease to wonder at their Lord and Savior.  They wonder at Him as they see Him in His Word, as they see Him in His Providence, and as they see Him in their salvation, now and throughout eternity. “His name shall be called WONDERFUL” – and it WAS, and IS!  Pastor Maurice Montgomery 





