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10-18-26 Revelation 18: The Destruction of Babylon
The Words in italics are my comments.
Other references Strong’s concordance unless indicated otherwise.
REVELATION 18:
1 And after these things I saw another angel come down from heaven, having great power; and the earth was lightened with his glory. 
2 And he cried mightily with a strong voice, saying, Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen, and is become the habitation of devils, and the hold of every foul spirit, and a cage of every unclean and hateful bird. 

As I study and give my understanding on this subject, I would like to warn again any who listen to this video.  Any person including myself that tries to explain this as a future event then their description will be wrong.  God does foretell events in symbols so that we will understand when they happen if we have spiritual understanding and wisdom, but God never details future events before they happen.  When they happen only those with spiritual understanding will accept them and they will be the fulfillment of scripture.
As Jesus Christ told us search the scriptures.

Let’s look at the attributes or fruit of Babylon and by grace understand if it is past, present or future which would be revealed when it happens.  These symbols represent the world and all that’s contained therein.

When we see Babylon in chapter 17, she is riding the beast as best described by Revelation chapter 12 not Chapter 13
REVELATION 17
3 So he carried me away in the spirit into the wilderness: and I saw a woman sit upon a scarlet coloured beast, full of names of blasphemy, having seven heads and ten horns.
REVELATION 12:
3 And there appeared another wonder in heaven; and behold a great red dragon, having seven heads and ten horns, and seven crowns upon his heads.
REVELATION 13:
2 And the beast which I saw was like unto a leopard, and his feet were as the feet of a bear, and his mouth as the mouth of a lion: and the dragon gave him his power, and his seat, and great authority.

If we believe the scripture, then the “Beast of Revelation 13” is no longer in existence in the form it appeared.  It will come back from the bottomless pit which is a place that holds demons not a physical being.
REVELATION 17
8 The beast that thou sawest was, and is not; and shall ascend out of the bottomless pit, and go into perdition: and they that dwell on the earth shall wonder, whose names were not written in the book of life from the foundation of the world, when they behold the beast that was, and is not, and yet is.

The beast from the bottomless pit is also the source of the beast attributes of the nations represented in the book of Daniel and Revelation 13 and I might add those natures or in the nations today.
REVELATION 9:
10 And they had tails like unto scorpions, and there were stings in their tails: 
11 And they had a king over them, which is the angel of the bottomless pit, whose name in the Hebrew tongue is Abaddon, but in the Greek tongue hath his name Apollyon.

Abaddon:    3   Abaddon    {ab-ad-dohn'} Name of the angel-prince of the infernal regions, the minister of death and the author of havoc on the earth.
Apolllyon:    623   Apolluon    {ap-ol-loo'-ohn} "Destroyer". This is a rendering of the Hebrew word ABADDON, "the angel of the bottomless pit"

These demons which includes Satan himself possess men to bring about the chaos and delusion of war and church confusion of many contradicting and damnable doctrines, and idol worship. We cannot stop the wars, but we can teach against damnable doctrines.

II PETER 2:
1 But there were false prophets also among the people, even as there shall be false teachers among you, who privily shall bring in damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that bought them, and bring upon themselves swift destruction.
REVELATION 18:
1 And after these things I saw another angel come down from heaven, having great power; and the earth was lightened with his glory. 

John by vision saw this angel its purpose was to enlighten the earth to the attributes and fall and destruction of Babylon.  Angels do not speak to the public, but they minister through spiritual ways to influence men to portray their message.

ACTS 7
53 Who have received the law by the disposition of angels, and have not kept it.
HEBREWS 1
7 And of the angels he saith, Who maketh his angels spirits, and his ministers a flame of fire.
HEBREWS 1:
14 Are they not all ministering spirits, sent forth to minister for them who shall be heirs of salvation?
REVELATION 18
2 And he cried mightily with a strong voice, saying, Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen, and is become the habitation of devils, and the hold of every foul spirit, and a cage of every unclean and hateful bird. 

Babylon taken from the word babel comes from the word confound:  1101   balal    {baw-lal'}  to mix, mingle, confuse, confound
GENESIS 11
9 Therefore is the name of it called Babel; because the LORD did there confound the language of all the earth: and from thence did the LORD scatter them abroad upon the face of all the earth.

Spiritual Babylon would express the same attributes or fruits as different doctrines worshiping different gods have scattered across the earth at this time. 

Babylon is a habitation of devils (devils 1142   daimon    {dah'-ee-mown}  a god, a goddess, an inferior deity, whether good or bad also called an evil spirit.). A hold of every foul spirit.  Foul:  169   akathartos    {ak-ath'-ar-tos}   unclean in a ceremonial sense, unclean in thought and life.   Hateful:    3404   miseo    {mis-eh'-o}  to hate, pursue with hatred, detest; to be hated,

Because Babylon is a hold and a cage which come from the Greek word.  5438   phulake    {foo-lak-ay'}  -- prison, of the place where captives are kept, a prison.

Then this scripture:
JUDE 1:
6 And the angels which kept not their first estate, but left their own habitation, he hath reserved in everlasting chains under darkness unto the judgment of the great day.

Then angels are kept in chains or bonds unless there are two groups of angels cast out of heaven they are in bonds in Babylon as are all who are deceived by what is called her fornication.
REVELATION 18
3 For all nations have drunk of the wine of the wrath of her fornication, and the kings of the earth have committed fornication with her, and the merchants of the earth are waxed rich through the abundance of her delicacies. 

Babylon is called a harlot because of her fornications.  Spiritual fornication is accepting false doctrine first mentioned in Revelation in the churches of Pergamos and Thyatira. 

REVELATION 2:
14 But I have a few things against thee, because thou hast there them that hold the doctrine of Balaam, who taught Balac to cast a stumblingblock before the children of Israel, to eat things sacrificed unto idols, and to commit fornication.
REVELATION 2:
20 Notwithstanding I have a few things against thee, because thou sufferest that woman Jezebel, which calleth herself a prophetess, to teach and to seduce my servants to commit fornication, and to eat things sacrificed unto idols.

Remember demons also mean gods and all false teaching are sacrificed to a false god or demon and to Satan himself as all devils are subject to their master.

21 And I gave her space to repent of her fornication; and she repented not.
22 Behold, I will cast her into a bed, and them that commit adultery with her into great tribulation, except they repent of their deeds.
23 And I will kill her children with death; and all the churches shall know that I am he which searcheth the reins and hearts: and I will give unto every one of you according to your works.

This church by attributes or fruit is also Babylon she is a spiritual fornicator, she has children, and she brings death.  How do churches become Babylon?

Churches start by identifying with Christ but not continuing to follow and not repenting when corrected and become identified with the world more than Christ.
II PETER 2:
20 For if after they have escaped the pollutions of the world through the knowledge of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, they are again entangled therein, and overcome, the latter end is worse with them than the beginning. 
21 For it had been better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than, after they have known it, to turn from the holy commandment delivered unto them.
MATTHEW 12:
43 When the unclean spirit is gone out of a man, he walketh through dry places, seeking rest, and findeth none.
44 Then he saith, I will return into my house from whence I came out; and when he is come, he findeth it empty, swept, and garnished.
45 Then goeth he, and taketh with himself seven other spirits more wicked than himself, and they enter in and dwell there: and the last state of that man is worse than the first. Even so shall it be also unto this wicked generation.

The hold of every foul, unclean and hateful spirit is their religious doctrine and sometimes mixed with politics.  Kings of this world means leaders and that also includes religions. Many nations once were identified more with Christianity as Russia was once called a Christian nation in 988AD although we become Christian as an individual not with a group even though most what is called Christianity today is identified with some group and name. When the majority of any nation turns from the True God in then turns into what the bible calls hell which mean the grave. This nation is now identified with death the end has already started
PSALM 9:
17 The wicked shall be turned into hell, and all the nations that forget God.

Hell 7585   sh'owl    {sheh-ole'} or shol. sheol, underworld, grave,
MATTHEW 13:
38 The field is the world; the good seed are the children of the kingdom; but the tares are the children of the wicked one; 
39 The enemy that sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the world; and the reapers are the angels.

The devil’s children are the ones that take the wrong seed or doctrine that actually comes from Satan through his devil possessed ministers and they never repent when a person space to repent runs out they cannot be redeemed.

That is why this message from heaven is calling.

REVELATION 18
4 And I heard another voice from heaven, saying, Come out of her, my people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues. 
5 For her sins have reached unto heaven, and God hath remembered her iniquities. 

That voice was for any of God’s children in Babylon and any time. First a description of Babylon.

I do not know the time are year when Babylon’s sins reached heaven, but I know Jezebels did for they got God’s attention.  The church of Ephesus was warned to repent or it’s place of light would be removed.

How long has Babylon existed? In physical form in the Old Testament, she was a physical city in the New Testament she became a spiritual city but in spirit she has been there from the beginning.
REVELATION 18:
24 And in her was found the blood of prophets, and of saints, and of all that were slain upon the earth.
Her seed was in Cain and in every cause of death and deception since the world begin.

MATTHEW 23:
34 Wherefore, behold, I send unto you prophets, and wise men, and scribes: and some of them ye shall kill and crucify; and some of them shall ye scourge in your synagogues, and persecute them from city to city: 
35 That upon you may come all the righteous blood shed upon the earth, from the blood of righteous Abel unto the blood of Zacharias son of Barachias, whom ye slew between the temple and the altar.
36 Verily I say unto you, All these things shall come upon this generation.

Now her judgment

6 Reward her even as she rewarded you, and double unto her double according to her works: in the cup which she hath filled fill to her double. 

How she sees herself.

7 How much she hath glorified herself, and lived deliciously, so much torment and sorrow give her: for she saith in her heart, I sit a queen, and am no widow, and shall see no sorrow. 

The timing of her plaques and how they will come.

8 Therefore shall her plagues come in one day, death, and mourning, and famine; and she shall be utterly burned with fire: for strong is the Lord God who judgeth her. 

We understand by Revelation 17 Babylon and the beast represented by the 8 kings, seven heads and the beast himself being the 8th. 

REVELATION 17:
3 So he carried me away in the spirit into the wilderness: and I saw a woman sit upon a scarlet coloured beast, full of names of blasphemy, having seven heads and ten horns.
REVELATION 17:
11 And the beast that was, and is not, even he is the eighth, and is of the seven, and goeth into perdition.
REVELATION 18
9 And the kings of the earth, who have committed fornication and lived deliciously with her, shall bewail her, and lament for her, when they shall see the smoke of her burning, 

The seven Kings of earth will be completely separated from what is called Babylon represented by false religion from the beginning as the 10 horns of the beast destroy the spiritual city called Babylon.
REVELATION 17:
16 And the ten horns which thou sawest upon the beast, these shall hate the whore, and shall make her desolate and naked, and shall eat her flesh, and burn her with fire. 
17 For God hath put in their hearts to fulfil his will, and to agree, and give their kingdom unto the beast, until the words of God shall be fulfilled.

Reading this has cause me to reconsider my thoughts on Babylon alone being just a false religion which it is in a great part its foundation is idolatry but also it represents the economy of the world which the beast system in itself cannot produce.  Ancient Babylon was a mixture of idol worship and an economy this spiritual Babylon by scripture is the same thing.

Most of this is future and the exact way it will all happen will be in the hands of our Lord at that time, but scripture details it to some extent.

REVELATION 18
10 Standing afar off for the fear of her torment, saying, Alas, alas, that great city Babylon, that mighty city! for in one hour is thy judgment come. 
11 And the merchants of the earth shall weep and mourn over her; for no man buyeth their merchandise any more: 

The world economy has stopped buying and selling does not exist at this time.

12 The merchandise of gold, and silver, and precious stones, and of pearls, and fine linen, and purple, and silk, and scarlet, and all thyine wood, and all manner vessels of ivory, and all manner vessels of most precious wood, and of brass, and iron, and marble, 
13 And cinnamon, and odours, and ointments, and frankincense, and wine, and oil, and fine flour, and wheat, and beasts, and sheep, and horses, and chariots, and slaves, and souls of men. 

Souls of men would be religious deception.

14 And the fruits that thy soul lusted after are departed from thee, and all things which were dainty and goodly are departed from thee, and thou shalt find them no more at all. 
15 The merchants of these things, which were made rich by her, shall stand afar off for the fear of her torment, weeping and wailing, 
16 And saying, Alas, alas, that great city, that was clothed in fine linen, and purple, and scarlet, and decked with gold, and precious stones, and pearls! 
17 For in one hour so great riches is come to nought. And every shipmaster, and all the company in ships, and sailors, and as many as trade by sea, stood afar off, 
18 And cried when they saw the smoke of her burning, saying, What city is like unto this great city! 
19 And they cast dust on their heads, and cried, weeping and wailing, saying, Alas, alas, that great city, wherein were made rich all that had ships in the sea by reason of her costliness! for in one hour is she made desolate. 
20 Rejoice over her, thou heaven, and ye holy apostles and prophets; for God hath avenged you on her. 

I do not see Putin, or the supreme leader Iran and others weeping if it was just Rome or the Catholic church.

This is a time when God uses one evil power the ten kings to destroy the power of Babylon.

21 And a mighty angel took up a stone like a great millstone, and cast it into the sea, saying, Thus with violence shall that great city Babylon be thrown down, and shall be found no more at all. 
22 And the voice of harpers, and musicians, and of pipers, and trumpeters, shall be heard no more at all in thee; and no craftsman, of whatsoever craft he be, shall be found any more in thee; and the sound of a millstone shall be heard no more at all in thee; 
23 And the light of a candle shall shine no more at all in thee; and the voice of the bridegroom and of the bride shall be heard no more at all in thee: for thy merchants were the great men of the earth; for by thy sorceries were all nations deceived. 

Shows Babylon’s influence is in all the world.

24 And in her was found the blood of prophets, and of saints, and of all that were slain upon the earth.
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I believe the true church is caught up in chapter 14 as we see in chapter 15 the overcomers of both Moses and the Lamb as they each have a song of redemption and praise to God.

The angel or messengers that come out of the temple are dressed in pure and white linen which is the garments of the bride/church of our Lord.  They begin the judgment of the earth fulfilling scripture that the saints shall judge the earth.  

Chapter 16 is the vials of the wrath of God, and we know the church is not appointed to wrath.  Babylon is not seen at all in chapter 16 only the beast and those with the mark of the beast suffer the wrath of God.  Babylon is remembered to give her the cup of the wine of the fierceness of his wrath separate from the vails.

Chapter 17 lets us see the special wrath that is poured out on Babylon.  The beast in itself seems to be only a war power a force until united with the woman called Babylon then it is a force and a religious power and political economy that in history was united completely with the church at that time which in majority was Catholic which history proves.  This was the seeds sown that is the foundation that every nation fell under and are guilty by association as Christ told the religions in the days he was in flesh on the earth.

MATTHEW 23: 30 And say, If we had been in the days of our fathers, we would not have been partakers with them in the blood of the prophets.
31 Wherefore ye be witnesses unto yourselves, that ye are the children of them which killed the prophets.
32 Fill ye up then the measure of your fathers.

Chapter 18 gives the details of the destruction of Babylon by the 10 kings which I do not know but believe they could be Muslims as they seem to destroy the economy and love war and destruction.  I know they hate anything called Christianity and we see now around the world as nations crumble to the force of the radical Muslims which I believe all are radical when they come into authority and the power to control one of the first things they do is destroy church buildings or convert them to their religion and kill and even burn professing Christians.  This is happening to some extent in Michigan at this time.

This nation has the sentence of death or the grave upon her as all nations that reject God receive, we as Christians must remember we are just pilgrams here and strangers we must all live before God as if each hour is our last because some day it will be.

Bro. Joe Hefflin



