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Ecce Gratum
"Behold, the pleasant"

A medieval Latin Goliardic poem written early in the 13th 
century, part of the collection known as the Carmina 
Burana.

Melodic Concept Focus: high do

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Poetry


Warm-Up Transitioning into Singing Known Songs

Ostinato

Jolly Miller

Lil’ Liza Jane





Online Handout



Carnavalito
Bolivian Folk Dance

Rhythmic Concept Focus: Quarter Note/Eighth Note

1st Grade

4th Grade

Rhythmic Concept Focus: Syncopation

Kindergarten

(Follow the leader)

(Making a line)

Identifying Simple Form Patterns

A → B



Symphony No. 1 - I. Molto Allegro

Melodic Concept Focus: 

Mozart



Reading Transformation Activity → Movement/Listening

Hot Cross Buns



Reading Transformation Activity → Movement/Listening

Hot Cross Buns
Retrograde



God of War IV
Listen for the Low Voices 
and Identify which rhythmic 
pattern they are singing.



Augie’s Great Municipal Band
John Williams

Melodic Concept Focus: low so  (s,)



Imperial March 
John Williams

Rhythmic Concept Focus

Improvising Movement that demonstrates the Strong/Weak Pattern



Trepak
Russian Dance from the Nutcracker Suite
Focus Concept: One Eighth Note / Two Sixteenths



Chilili

A A B B C

Kindergarten Warm-up 

& Improvising movement to Form

Bolivian Folk Dance

Movement A

Movement B

Movement C

Form



Lesson Integration Example
● Develop Knowledge of Music Literacy Concepts

○ Internalize concept through kinesthetic activities 

● Creative Movement/Game

● Practice & Performance of Music Literacy Concepts
○ Reading & Listening Activity

○ Improvisation Activity

This Sequence coordinates with Grade 4 Unit 3, la pentatonic scale , Lesson 1; Lesson Section: Practice and Performance of Music 

Literacy Concepts.

Kodály in the Fourth Grade Classroom



This example is a 
prototype visual from an 
upcoming worksheet 
book series that 
coordinates with the 
“Kodály in Elementary 
Classroom” Series 

Expected Release Date:
February 2021



Wish to the night sky



This example is a 
prototype visual from an 
upcoming worksheet 
book series that 
coordinates with the 
“Kodály in Elementary 
Classroom” Series 

Expected Release Date:
February 2021



Incorporating Reading, Improvisation, & Instruments 
Alabama Gal



Incorporating Reading  & Instruments 
Come Thru Na Hurry

Ostinato Part I Ostinato Part II



Troika Russian Folk Dance

Listening, Reading & Performance Activity

Tambourines Drums



Improvisation Activity

B
A

C
D

ABCD
DCBA AABC

ABBC
BBCA CABD

????



Troika
Reading Activity
● 5th Grade



Death of Ase
Peer Gynt

Rhythmic Concept Focus: half note

Focus Concept: Half Note



Seagulls “Stop it Now”



Mayim
Traditional Jewish Folk Dance

Rhythmic Concept Focus: two sixteenth notes followed by an eighth note



Memories of Mother
God of War IV

Conducting 



Toy Symphony
Melodic Concept Focus: So-Mi



Rondo Alla Turca
Rhythmic Concept Focus: 



Paw Paw Patch



Reading transformation Activity I

Let's read the new rhythm with the old melody.



Reading transformation Activity II

Let's read the new rhythm with the old melody.



STUDENTS!
This reminds me of a song!

Rhythmic Ostinato

la, so,
la,



Run, Boy Run
Rhythmic Concept Focus: Sixteenth Notes 

By Woodkid



Dance of the Sugar Plum Fairy
from the Nutcracker Suite
Focus Concept: Quarter Note / Eighth Note



Largo - II -
Dvorak: Symphony No.9

2nd Grade

Melodic Concept Focus:  re /  do pentatonic scale



O Fortuna



Creating Warm-Ups
Keys to creating successful Warm-Ups

● Simple

● Short ( < 5 min )

● Demonstrates Form Clearly
○ Bonus points if you can 

demonstrate the  concept focus

● Lean into the silly
○ There is no one who takes 

themselves more seriously than a 

5th grader at the most 

inappropriate time

● Demonstrative, not practiced




