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One can ~t h0lp but thJ.llk that admissions officer.a gei a. l.i ttJ.e aick of 
piJ.9a of

0 
~',Mc..,/Mrc C1.a~n.~ PK'omiaingl' Young Ame:r:i.c;an.:: appl.ication::1 to rav.iee1.,o 

:'fhey g:sr·i,ainly must s-t:i.spect ~ like i1e !moil! r that behind those S\;Je~t: i:mocent 
yearbook gi·:ins :tte crafty adoll!scent rzu.ndse !'.·,•a time ·that a brave and hone4-t 
aort jolts thees snoozing 6.dmiesions officers upright in th0ir cha:.trac so ·i:h~t 
they will gasp in happy recognition, niAh, yasI Here is the kind ·!tft!t l~~.!-1:l, 
wanti Thi.a kid 'J!ill bring a sparkling new pi•eaence to our univ~r.si.t:,o We·l 
give ~im/her a personal phone call right auay to inform him/her of immediate 
acceptan.:>e and tl10 award of a i'ul.l fou.r year scholarship pJ.us spe:ndi11g 
money! n SonndB good? ,Just f ollo'!.i a f et:1 simple inatructionso 

'L, Choose a selective college that claims to be interested in your i,nn~r 
soul.~ you.v: hopes, .. aspirations, the particulars of your sex life., The appllci
tions to theae oolleges provide room for ereativi. ty because they ui:.'U.3.U.y con 
tain several bothereiome essayao Simple 11 straight-f'o:l'-wa .. "d applit·&t:.lons don ct 
work unless you have a pa.t•ticu.ls.rly attractive social security v.11.mbero 

2o Natt star't comp1et.lng ·,he applica.t'lon. -:.dth a cslcillftil bier:cd o! -v.n.exr,-!3:t.:n:.= 
ed hooesty and captivating fictiono F'ar example,, where it a.ak.s fc.,r bi"o'\::here-
,.md. eistera~ you may want to inc1.ucle the :p:,."esiden-t of the t:::011.agev a mode 
stai:' or t~o, a few memberB of i•oyalty , and a can,r.j.cted murclerero On the 
nones-t~y sid~, ,,e.•J shov.Jd definiteJ.y answer~ 11'Why do you ~mt to attend ?'t 
in some sui:h ~e.r~ •~Because :you have good partiea ., o 0

19
,;i "Bec.!mse J'Fm*'a if9.p 

for big name col!.egeso o ,, \, 1~Bec&usa I'm a robot of soci1:tty and any ambi
tioun yomi-3 person iB ~pp::>~~ to ·~a..nt; t-o go -to you:e rid.i.cnlous sthoolo o o ' 

Any or all reej_:)m:i.s~s are refreshingly a.ppro-priate ~-
3.. M;;my appllcatior..a ask fm• a photogr-aph., The personal pictu'l."e allow; 

plen·::y ot ~oom f •>J' innoin,d,on be;1on.d the mi3leaclingly bland yearbc~k p~$~ o 

you have a nico booy ~ you may chooe.e to submt t en 891 X --iorn glossy of ;your:sel 
your favorite bsaeh!lle&"o Fo:r those mare comta.rtable with a touch of !!la.\'.0-1,.., 
the ,ndmissions o:tiicer 1.1i11 no doubt .l.y be impt•,s,.osed by an interpret~ 1:i-l)J~ c ... ·r , 
punk rcc:k s·l;ar or. yotl? favm.,ite ch .. vacter from~ 01Sta:{' iilt,n"'s"'119 

l\o Colleges elways ~-, to know about achoo], activities" :,ff y.:\,J. f"On3i 

that pravtic:al.:.Ly ev&'.i'Y h:.>..gh sch.col across the nation has the ssme 'J.ctivi.ties<1 "' o 

well 1 can. "t you jt1.st see Gh<i'.t ad:uir-IBions officer ya.\<5D.ing'2 vii th tte 5!.d"l'.lira'1 
objet":t:l "t·e of ini:mring theJ::.-- enter'i::&.imnent, you. might add a. twji.s"(: h> your 
a.ctivities., F,1r ~xarnplc, . claim ·co hb!.H: ista?~tt<td c2. !.lu.b SU<lh as the F:rocrastin
ator 1 s Club (nevm' got ax-onx,.c. to having a meating) or shc.~ that y<m. undertak 
ambi t:icm.e p:roj~c>·,s si1.eh nFJ llisU.ng afte:c the en~c:i:re footba.1J . or pnm .'.!l~U!.1d, 
!:>oth 1 d~l,.._ ... nr.x t ng ('irt ,ynn' preference" 

.5) Now comes thP- m.~st ~ .. uteresti.'lg sectiont S(",metimee ca:Llad th~ "Pi9rao: 
Statement .IJ designed i;r,) cover evez-ything else that the w-.riters of t:h-e a.pplica}ion 
11ere too lazy cii:r too dense to think (i,f ssking4' 19'1rite us about su:nething tha · 
ia m~st meaningful to ya'.l.,r, they &4.....y.. Ymi ean~t 1•eally gg ·11:1:'c;ng ~:i.th .yizr.;:;, µg 
that narrowly defitY,id, Yet ad.missions officers acru;ss the cm.m:i:;:ry are sick c 
upstanding and tliurc-ugh.l~' -:epetitive Erilogies •.~ver. ths p.?.asil!g. but: :i.llfi.uitel 
revarding 91 expe,z,j ence t,f being ue~rspapar edi'tl(;.'.I'',: cheerlea.der tier h,gl~l' cf t'rp : 
If ycu really ~ant to grab the:i.r n.ttent1or.~, yav. might wr.ite., 0 My .nost meunin. 

-:-.· uarding expE::rienc£: ha.3 bec,n pushing ha.rd d:tugs and zavi.ng my mene;r te bnt. a 
JS.-orvette<·" The p1~orniae f'll a budding young «.:1:q;-,:i.'teJ.ist is qu5.to r:rttracti•,a t(I) • 
e~oge 0npeei. e.1~1Y .i.f y,:_.~, plen. to majtJ.r in bmrlr>.asse. .'\.ut)t;her- ',Tif~ht be ~ 1'My 
lll03i_ mes.n.ingful !".Ct:i:vi ty hw bel')r,. planning to overth.rQW thff United States 
gov~e:3-t,'1 f(.lr 1,01:.·t.ieoJ, science. m;;1jo:rs~ i).r ·ihe all ~inclusi7e 111 ve nn·er :1;.d 
any m~~1ngful e~q;,er:i.enc:e e..nd I be~ y~u haveu t t ~:d;her f> {)?.' el&e y,,u 9 d d:L :.c.:a ydiur 
axceedi~ly dull job fer somcthir.g better"H 

If ~l~ f ollc•:1 thoze sit;1ple gu1.del i.nea you G 11 
getti.ng th~~e jaded admissions ,ofi':i..cer·s to not:i.<:e 
specimen of American a.detlcsceuce., 

have ab.,,.lut. fl.ly no problem ; 1 n 
ycu as a unique,. iilterastiu 

Thmnr,, G1'"iO"''D' 
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" . ~e cau 0 t he.1:r:, bLtt t.· hJ.llk that aclm.1.saio:.:1s offi.:e·.rs ge"i:. e li ti;t]."a a.· icl::: of 
1nles f, ~~Ms.,/Mr<. Clean" PromisL,.g 1, Young Ame:ricau~· 1 applications to ?evi.eN.,"' 
They e r·i;a.inly must su.spect ti like l:ie know t -chat behind those S\;JeBt i:1noeent 
.reacbo k &"ins J.1.e crafty adolescent minds~ X·i':1 ,s time -.:hat a brave and hones~ 

ii!ort d. 1. ts t."he8$ sn.oozing admissions officers . 1..1pr:i.ght in thei:i? cha. ,--.r.e ". 130. ·.tha.t 
they. w ll g~ in happy l"eeog:nition,, filJili~ yesl Here is the kind ~0 };~~ 
wanti Th:i.s 1u.d will. bring a sparkling new p:i. .. asence to our univers1t:,.. We'll 
give ~· m/he!~ a. personal phone call right aNay to inform him/her of :immediate 
~ccep 

1
110~ and tlle e.~-1ar~! of a full four year.. ~ch?larsnip. plus spen.ding 

money! u .:JOtmdB good? dual:: f ol.l.01.i a few simple 1.na·!:ruet1onso 
1. Choose a selective college that claims to be inte:i."eated 'in your inner 

soul9 oW:' hopes,; aspirations, the :particulars of your sex life.,, 'I'he a:ppliea"' 
tiona ,o these colleges :provide room for creativity because they u~ually con= 
tain BGfveral bothersome essays,. Simple 11 straight•.,f'o:ewat'd applic!:-1,tions don ct 
work unless you have a po!U'-cicv.l@.1"'ly attractive social security v.u.mber., 

2o Now stID-:''C .completing -~he applica.tlon nth a 3k.U.1fu.1 b:.i.er,d o1 -V.D.e%JH:;·1.:n.~0 

ed hrm~sty and captivating fiction,, F'or elt.cillilple,1 where it ask.s fru 0 .br-othe:re 
,smd e:t1teri3~ you may want to include the :px"esiden-t of the eollege~ a mo·de 
3'1::2':i:' two, a few membt'rr-B of x-oyalty" and a canv:teted murderero On th-P-
honest si::l.·8~ yc.·-1 1.Shou..td defiirlJ:a1y anm-JaJ."'~1 °twhy do you wut to attend ?"t 
ln som ~'U~h mann~x~ "Because you have good parties ,. ., o~~ ll fftBee<!HlS~ l~a 88.p 

fat' bi name co11ag&iso .., .,.;~ ~ ·1~Bec&usa '.Pm a robot of soei,ety and any ambi-
ou.n,g per58mi it-1 ~osed to ~aa.."llt to go ·to you:e r·idi<:u.lous st:hoolo o o'L 

11 reeyo.nses ara refreshingly appropriateQ 
Many app1:icati0l1.6 ask fm• a photograph., The :personal. pietu'l."e allows 

plen\y of Toom :fi>)t' innoirad,on beyond the misloo.dingly bland yearbe.~k pome o 'rf 
you ha~e a !11C(l boo;r ,i yarn. may choose to submit t.i.n 8°~ :X: 10·18 glossy of yoll!l'.'self in 
your f~or1 te bsaeh.~em"' o For those more comfortable with a touch cf 1na1te-rn;1 f 

the u.~ssions officer t;;ill no doubtly be impl·~ssed by an in·t0r,:i-r$t-& l:itff~ of :, 
punk reek s·l;ar O.Y" yo:v:r f.a;rarit.e character from~ ~·1stm:o Wa!"So':u . 

4" Gollege .. i el\!c,c11.ys 'aant to knaw ebout school activiti.e.so If y~,.a ~oni.dder 
that pi' ctiea11y eve:.:•y high schotll across the nation has ·l;he isama acti:irtties"' ,., "' 
well 1 ri. "t you juis-t; seie ·i';h&t acl11iasions officer ys:wning'!? With tt,~ .,~dmlraD 1.~ 
object1 'a of inst.u."ing that!' entertainment, you m:i.ght add a twis'iG h, your 
a.cti vi ties., J',1,)r 1txerJple ,.· G]aim to hd..H: ist&'-tt-,d a ~lv..b such aa the 'P1'oci"astin
ator "s lub (neva:;e got ®Z"OHr.td to having a meeting) or shmt that y,,.u undertake 
amb1 ti J6 projtJe'i:B su~h tu'.! lu~ting afte:r the entire footba1J .. or ~om i!l!~Uttd, or 
both 1 <?.!;.en.6.Jng <«n. ynr~ preference" 

5 No~ comes the m.~st )JlterestL.'1.g seeti~.n~ ~me'dmee cal.lad th;! "'Pe!ao~ 
Stateme t. n designed t:r, .r.:over evez-ything else that th~ writers @f th-e a.ppl1.cat1on 
~re t lnzy t"Jl'.r" too, dense ·to th:'i.nk tJJf asking., "Write us abtaut s12:.nething that 
is mest meaniugfo.l to yen':)~ they say,. You can t1 t 1•eall.y g<J· '(:.?t"o:,ng hi.. th ~.12m.: '. .. , ."1g 
that ;rtJ>wly defined,. Yet ad.mission.a of'ficaJ.•s acr~ss t;he Clilill:lt·t'Y !U."e sieic of 
upstan g and th.:11'ough.ly 1"epetitive E<'.uogies \liver the ll!WSing~ but iuf·i.nitely 

· gt expe,rten(:e r~f being ue~Ispa.per edit©r!) cheerlea.der"~r h81..pe1~ e:f O:Ph~o 
eally wa.r.d; t@ grab the:1.r nttentiur., yw might wr.ite" ''My moat meruungfu.L end 
exiwrience has b~on pushing hard d:tugE and Eaving my iru:;;.ne;r t& but a 
~-" The pl~olliise of a budding young ~a]iitaliat i~~ qui.to attra.eti,,e t@ a 
onp~difl.1-y .if YJJ1J pL:sn. to major in bmri.rL?IBS., }.111»t;he.t· filight be ~ 1'My 

most me :rdngful &a.tivity has be,;)n planning to 0verthri'JW the United States 
gov~ .nt., n for polH';i.eal science m.njcxrsf, Gr ·,:;he S:Ll 3 inclu.s:17e nx ·ve nr ver :1ad 
:my m~,,.i.ngful e~r::i.ence end 1 _ be'l~ y:::~ haven t t ~:-;. thez- t;) {):r' else yrm 9 d ch tel, yoor 
axcee~~!!'.lY dull Job f(';! some-tln.r.g bet·cer.c, 111 

:If' y'f~ f'ollo.,, i;herc.e r::;imple eu1.del-f.ne5 y,g;n. c ll ho>.ve abe,ol:u·:.-ely no pro bl.em i.n 
getting th~~fi:l jaded admiasi.:ms ,of.'ficer·s to noti<:e you as a unique;, inte:rasting 
ap.ecime~ of American adolescenceQ 


