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Minutes of the June 14, 2021

Board of Directors Meeting

 

Date: Monday, June 14, 2021 

Time: 5:00 P.M. 

Place: Vina Elementary School Auditorium 

Directors Present: Keith Bentz, John Edson, Sue Knox, Linda Pitter, Phil Sunseri 

 The meeting was called to order by Board president Keith Bentz 

The minutes of the May 17, 2021 meeting were presented by District Secretary Susan Edson. Director Pitter asked that the results of the survey monkey be added 
to the minutes. Director Knox moved to approve the amended minutes and Director Pitter seconded. All directors voted to approve the amended minutes. 

Treasurer Susan Edson reported that there was $173,180.65 in the District checking account. President Bentz asked for further comments or questions on the 
financial information prepared for the meeting but received none. 

District Facilities 

A) Water tender Melvin Quezada gave a report on the district repairs. He prepared a report for the major repairs needed in district and said that he would send his report to the board members.
B) Watermaster Shawn Pike reported that pasture irrigators used 10.5 acre feet per year and orchardists use 5.7 acre feet per year. Director Knox made the motion to 
have Watermaster Pike give his water used numbers to Ellen Stephens to be placed on the district website. Director Pitter seconded. All directors approve the motion. 
C) There was a discussion about the district pump. It has not been run since 2019. The pump needs to be serviced in case the district needs to use it due to lack of water in the creek. The district also needs to find out the cost per acre foot to run the pump. 
D) Director Edson reported that there is an issue with the paperwork on the district dump truck which he will fix and that he would be contacting Rob Ramay at Bid 
Cal regarding the auctioning of the dump truck and the district pickup. 
E) President Bentz reported that he had not heard anything from Trout Unlimited regarding the grants for the Headgates or the Facilities improvement There was no action taken on the budget as we still do not have the costs for the 
district ditch repairs. 

District Governance
A) The board went over the subcommittee recommendation of the Watermaster duties. It was decided that an outside agency would be hired to do the water quality 
testing for the district and that the watermaster would supervise this. A motion was made by Director Edson and seconded by Director Sunseri to adopt the new watermaster responsibilities. All directors voted in favor. 
B) Secretary Edson read the counties resolution ordering an election and requesting the county elections to conduct the election A motion was made by Director 
Sunseri and seconded by Director Edson to consolidate the election and have the 
County conduct it. All directors voted in favor. 

Deer Creek Watershed 

A) Mike Wallace from Stanford Vina Ranch Irrigation Company reported that the pulse flows in May had been a success in getting the fish up stream. He stated that Matt Johnson said there would be no more pulse flows. Mr. Wallace stated that he had received two emails, one from Marine Fisheries and the other from Department of Fish and Wildlife regarding the proposals submitted by SVRIC and DCID for acceptable bypass flows and payment terms. According to the emails there is no funding available. Mr. Wallace said that he would forward the mails to the DCID board members. 

Bylaws Committee 

A) It had been requested by landowners in the district to establish district bylaws. A motion was made by Director Knox and seconded by Director Pitter to establish a bylaws committee. Directors Bentz, Knox, Pitter and Sunseri voted yes and Director Edson voted no. Motion passed. The bylaws committee are Directors Linda Pitter and John Edson. Ellen Stephens, Jeff Rabo, Ryan Edson and Susan Edson volunteered to assist the committee gathering information. Attorney Austin Cho said that he would send to the committee some frameworks of bylaws. 

Correspondence 

A) Landowner Jeff Rabo had been sent a letter from the Division of Water Rights regarding alleged unauthorized diversion and use of water from Deer Creek. He stated that he had not yet received the letter due to the fact the address was incorrect. Secretary Edson gave him a copy of the letter. He said that he used the pond as a recirculating pond as the state had requested. He would contact the Division of Water Rights regarding this issue and if he needed any information or help from the board, he would contact President Bentz. 

B) Secretary Edson read a letter to the board with cc’s to Department of Fish and Wildlife and Department of Water Resources from Robert Viets, Ryan Edson, DC Felciano and Mike Chambers regarding DCID Observations. 

Public Comments 

A) Landowner Jeff Rabo presented to the board a map of his residence stating that he believes his residence is within the boundaries of the district and that he should be allowed to sit on the board. Director Sunseri said that we need to have the meets and bounds (legal description) to determine whether his residence is in the district. 

Closed Session 

A) Director Pitter made the motion to raise the ditch tender Melvin Quezada hourly wage to $20.00 per hour. Director Knox seconded the motion. All directors voted to approve the motion. 

With there being no further business before the board the meeting was adjourned. 

 

 

 Susan Edson, Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 


