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DEER CREEK IRRIGATION DISTRICT
MINUTES OF THE AUGUST 9, 2021 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING


DATE: Monday, August 9, 2021
TIME: 5:00 P.M.
PLACE: Vina Elementary School auditorium, 4790 D Street, Vina, CA 96092
DIRECTORS PRESENT: Sue Knox; Linda Pitter; Phil Sunseri; Keith Bentz
Minutes prepared by DCID Counsel Austin Cho.

The meeting was called to order by Board President Keith Bentz at 5:07 pm.
 

I.	Business

1.	Consent Items
The minutes of the July 12, 2021 meeting were presented by President Bentz. President Bentz noted that the USGS gage reading was corrected from 45.6 cfs to 62 cfs. Director Sunseri moved to approve the minutes as amended. Director Knox seconded the motion, and the vote passed unanimously.

President Bentz reported there was $176,254.65 in the District checking account as of August 6, 2021.

2.	District Governance
a. Acceptance of Board member resignation
President Bentz read John Edson’s July 29, 2021 resignation email. Director Knox moved to direct DCID counsel to notify Tehama County of the vacancy. Director Sunseri seconded, and the vote passed unanimously. 

b. Elections
President Bentz noted that the official deadline to file nominating petitions ended on August 6, but because one or more sitting directors did not re-file, the deadline was extended another 5 days to Wednesday, August 11. Director Sunseri acknowledged that he did not submit the requisite Form 700 to complete his nominating papers by the deadline. 

3.	Audit Status
The auditor, Roy R. Seiler, provided an audit statement and qualified opinion, noting he did not review records for the cost basis or appreciation of capital assets. Mr. Seiler’s opinion stated that the financial statements present the respective financial position of the District as of the date of the opinion. President Bentz added that some values not found were for certain equipment and the value of the most recently installed weirs. While the auditor could not opine on those values, President Bentz stated the auditor was not concerned with that missing information for purposes of the audit. 


4.	Watermaster Resignation 
President Bentz reported that Shawn Pike has resigned as the DCID watermaster, pursuant to a resignation letter effective July 20, 2021. Mr. Pike offered to finish the DCID ditchtender manual and finalize the required supplementation of annual water reporting to the State Water Board. Mr. Pike also recommended appointing ditchtender Melvin Quezada as new watermaster, with a commensurate increase in pay. No Board action was taken. 

5.	Supplemental Statement of Water Diversion and Use 2019 and 2020
The State Water Board informed DCID that certain measurement device information was not correctly included in the District’s 2020 Supplemental Statement of Water Diversion and Use. Shawn Pike has corrected that report.

Regarding the 2019 report, President Bentz noted that certain measurement data was provided by the Department of Water Resources, but they may not have been accurate. 

6.	Website Management
Ellen Stephens billed the District for her maintenance of the DCID website. Ms. Stephens inquired about compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act and the Brown Act. DCID counsel Cho advised the Board on those requirements. 

7.	Channel Restoration – Stanford Vina Ranch Irrigation Company Proposal
Mike Wallace (public) of SVRIC informed the District of a meeting he had with representatives from Mill Creek and Todd Manley of the Northern California Water Association, as well as staff from the California Department of Fish and Wildlife, Jason Roberts, Mike Harris, and Matt Johnson, in which they discussed obtaining a permit for channeling work.  

8.	District Facilities
a. State Water Board Curtailment Action
Director Knox noted that curtailment action may be coming on August 12. Mike Wallace (public) informed the District SVRIC is considering legal action. Director Knox suggested District landowners reach out to their elected representatives. 

b. Water Distribution Report
	i. Ditchtender Quezada prepared a repair plan for the Board’s review, which outlines maintenance and repair costs. Repairs include the Amado conduit, and a north main, which may require more assistance from an engineer. The third project is an area near Director Knox’s property. 

	ii. Landowner Water Usage
Ditchtender Quezada developed a scatterplot of water usage within the District, highlighting some clarification on orchard and pasture use. 

A member of the public noted that a 20-day spread caused the water to take longer to move over the pasture, and inquired about how that extra time factors into usage tracking. Ditchtender Quezada responded that the timing is taken into account. 

c. District Pump
The District pump was not discussed. 

d. Head Gate Control Notice of Exemption
President Bentz presented the Notice of Exemption for the Head Gate Control project, prepared by Trout Unlimited. It was noted that cameras could be installed with the headgate control using the grant funding. Director Knox expressed her concerns about the overall project. After some discussion about the project, no action was taken on the Notice of Exemption. 

9.	District Budget
Director Pitter presented a revised draft budget for the District for 2021. The Board discussed the changes made and whether the budget balances with 2021 expenses to date. Mike Wallace (public) suggested adopting the original budget and revising for the next fiscal year. Director Sunseri noted that there was carryover revenue for repairs that have not been done yet, which should be designated as a capital expense. Director Sunseri moved to approve the original February budget and to monitor expenditures for informing the next year’s projection. Director Knox seconded, and the February budget passed unanimously. 

10.	Bylaws Committee
Ellen Stephens (public, Bylaws Committee) presented a mission statement for DCID. After input from the Board, Ms. Stephens read a modified mission statement. Director Knox moved to approve the mission statement as read by Ms. Stephens. Director Pitter seconded, and the vote passed unanimously.

Ms. Stephens read the proposed preamble. The Board briefly discussed the merits of having a 5-director board as opposed to 3. Director Knox moved to approve the preamble language. Director Sunseri seconded and the vote passed unanimously.


II.	Public Comments
· Director Pitter inquired about John Edson’s resignation and the status of District records. President Bentz informed that he has the records currently. DCID counsel advised that the District records should be kept in a regular office space, accessible to the public. 
· Jeff Rabo (public) requested the Board to discuss the headgate control grant at the next meeting to determine whether DCID supports the project or wishes to withdraw the grant application. 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:21 pm.
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