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DEER CREEK IRRIGATION DISTRICT
MINUTES OF THE DECEMBER 13, 2021 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING


DATE: Monday, December 13, 2021
TIME: 5:00 P.M.
PLACE: Vina Elementary School auditorium, 4790 D Street, Vina, CA 96092
DIRECTORS PRESENT: Sue Knox; Linda Pitter; Phil Sunseri (outgoing); Keith Bentz (outgoing); Doug Amato; Jeff Rabo 
DIRECTORS ABSENT: Jake Thompson
Minutes prepared by DCID Counsel Austin Cho.

The meeting was called to order by Board President Keith Bentz at 5:02 pm.
 

I.	Business

1.	Consent Items
a. The minutes of the November 8, 2021 meeting were read by Director Pitter. Director Knox moved to accept the minutes as read. Director Pitter seconded the motion, and the vote passed unanimously with all in favor.
b. President Bentz reported there was $147,310.64 in the District checking account.

2.	District Governance
a. Seat appointed board members 
i. Jeff Rabo and Jake Thompson were seated as Directors to the Board, replacing Directors Bentz and Sunseri. 
ii. District Counsel reminded the Board of obligations of incoming and outgoing Directors to file Form 700 financial disclosures. 
iii. The Board unanimously elected Jeff Rabo to serve as the Board President and Linda Pitter to serve as Vice President. 
iv. The Board delegated authority to Director Pitter to obtain a new key for the District Post Office Box. 
b. Leininger parcel removal from tax roll– The Board considered a request and proposed resolution from Grant Leininger to detach a parcel of real property (APN 079-010-010) from the District assessment roll because water is received through the Cone-Kimball Ditch rather than District ditches. President Rabo commented that a resolution should be reached, but that some further discussion is needed regarding the nature of the water right and potential impact on the District. The Board tabled the resolution to allow time to discuss with Mr. Leininger and Stanford Vina Ranch Irrigation Company, and ensure all costs of detachment will be borne by Mr. Leininger.
c. Equipment usage, storage location, and bill – The Board considered an invoice from Vina Orchards Inc. for District equipment storage and a demand to remove said equipment by the end of the week. Director Knox moved to authorize District Counsel to engage Vina Orchards Inc. to obtain a settlement and release agreement. Director Amato seconded, and the vote was unanimous in favor of the motion.
d. Sheep Camp right discussion– The Board discussed correspondence that Bob Viets sent to State regulatory agencies and the District regarding allegedly improper diversions at Sheep Camp, and the validity of assessment fees for non-users. President Rabo proposed a formal response that would clarify the scope of the District’s authority to regulate and enforce water use after it leaves the District ditches. Director Knox moved to direct District Counsel to draft a response letter. Director Amato seconded, and the vote passed unanimously.
e. Selection process of Tax collector, Treasurer, and Secretary – 
i. The Board appointed Jessica Pitter to continue as the District’s volunteer tax collector. 
ii. The Board appointed Ellen Stephens as the District Treasurer. 
· Director Knox moved to delegate authority to Ellen Stephens as District Treasurer to obtain the District’s financial documents and information from the Tehama County Assessor’s office. Director Pitter seconded and the vote was unanimous in favor of the motion.
· Director Knox moved to authorize the District Treasurer to procure accounting software for the District. Director Amato seconded and the vote was unanimous in favor of the motion. 
· Director Knox moved to designate Director Amato and Director Pitter as the authorized signatories for District checks. Director Amato seconded and the vote was unanimous in favor of the motion.
iii. The Board tabled the appointment of District Secretary in order to adopt position expectations before it solicits interested nominees or pursues hiring through an employment service. 

3.	District Facilities 
a. Enhanced Reporting of Prior Diversion and Projected Demand Form – Keith Bentz provided an update on the enhanced reporting forms issued by the State Water Board. The projected demand form for December has been entered. 
i. Director Pitter moved to authorize Ditchtender Melvin Quezada to work with Mr. Bentz on the enhanced reporting forms for the next two months, with Mr. Quezada to provide draft reports to the Board for approval, so long as the reporting deadlines continue to coincide with Board meetings. Director Knox seconded and the vote was unanimous in favor of the motion. 
b. Water distribution report 
i. District Repairs – Ditchtender Quezada reported that the convict crew has been cleaning ditch areas around the District, with additional cleanup planned.
· Mr. Quezada responded to a public comment that he could work to notify the community of convict crew work dates ahead of time. 
· Mr. Quezada stated he is in need of tools such as shovels, picks, and long shears, to continue performing District work. Director Knox suggested setting up a charge account for that purpose at a future date.
c. Trout Unlimited Grants
i. No action was taken on the head gate control or water delivery efficiency grants. Director Knox proposed tabling the grant issues. Director Pitter seconded, and the vote passed unanimously in favor of the motion.

4.	Bylaws Committee
a. Director Pitter reported that the Bylaws Committee met and discussed the position descriptions of treasurer, tax collector, and secretary. At the next meeting, the Committee will seek additional volunteer feedback.

II.	Public Comments
Jess Pitter noted that the Nature Conservancy has requested a W-9 form and that Vina Orchards has switched to the non-use rate. 
President Rabo noted future plans to incorporate comment cards and efforts to streamline future meetings. President Rabo also stated that he will circulate a document of near- and long-term goals and objectives for the District.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:30 pm.
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