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DEER CREEK IRRIGATION DISTRICT
MINUTES OF THE OCTOBER 11, 2021 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING


DATE: Monday, November 8, 2021
TIME: 5:00 P.M.
PLACE: Vina Elementary School auditorium, 4790 D Street, Vina, CA 96092
DIRECTORS PRESENT: Sue Knox; Linda Pitter; Phil Sunseri; Keith Bentz; Doug Amato
Minutes prepared by DCID Counsel Austin Cho.

The meeting was called to order by Board President Keith Bentz at 5:04 pm.
 

I.	Business

1.	Consent Items
a. The minutes of the October 11, 2021 meeting were read by Director Pitter. President Bentz offered a correction that the reference to the California Department of Fish & Wildlife’s maintenance of fish “ladders under Agenda Item 2(b) should read fish “screens.” President Bentz moved to approve the minutes as amended. Director Knox seconded the motion, and the vote passed unanimously.
b. President Bentz reported there was $151,526.33 in the District checking account.

2.	District Governance
a. Seat appointed board member 
i. Doug Amato was appointed to serve on the Board by the Tehama County Board of Supervisors on November 2, 2021. He was administered the oath of allegiance and seated to fill the vacant seat on the Board.
ii. Jake Thompson and Jeff Rabo, who were also appointed to the board, were each administered the oath of office and will be seated at the December meeting. 
b. Director orientation – District Counsel Austin Cho provided each of the newly appointed directors an orientation pamphlet of the primary laws concerning public agency officials and explained that even if they have not yet been seated, they were subject to the Brown Act.
c. Selection Process of Tax Collector, Treasurer, and Secretary – After discussion of the option for some Irrigation District officers to be elected or appointed positions, Director Pitter moved to affirm that the offices of Tax Collector, Treasurer, and Secretary be filled by appointment. Director Knox seconded, and the vote in favor of the motion was unanimous. 
d. Support for Deer Creek Watershed Study– the Board discussed the benefit to Deer Creek landowners that the Watershed Study would provide, noting it would also be consistent with the District’s powers and purposes to support the effort. Director Knox moved to support the Watershed Study for $2,000. Director Pitter seconded, and the vote passed unanimously in favor of the motion.


3.	District Facilities 
a. Enhanced Reporting of Prior Diversion and Projected Demand Form – President Bentz described the change to the enhanced reporting forms issued pursuant to the State Water Board’s emergency regulation and order for Deer Creek. President Bentz also noted that the curtailment orders for Deer Creek are still in place. 
b. Water distribution report 
i. High Flow Problem - President Bentz stated that Ditch Tender Melvin Quezada recorded a video of the segment of the Creek that is creating high flow problems, and that the problem could possibly be mitigated by adjustment of the dam.
ii. President Bentz stated he discussed the issue with Trout Unlimited, who suggested building higher up could help, but would not protect against higher flows. 
iii. District Repairs – Director Pitter presented a budgetary proposal from SmartDitch for ditch liner material. No action was taken. 
iv. Water Usage – President Bentz noted Ditch Tender Quezada is working on a water usage report, noting historical water usage should not necessarily determine future allocations.
c. Trout Unlimited Grants
i. No action was taken on the head gate control or water delivery efficiency grants.

4.	Bylaws Committee
a. Director Pitter reported on the progress of the Bylaws Committee, including the Secretary job description and process for selecting officers.
 
5.	Water Board – Petition to Reconsider Emergency Curtailment
a. The Directors held a closed session with District Counsel pursuant to Government Code section 54956.9 regarding anticipated initiation of litigation. Upon reconvening in open session, President Bentz reported out that no action was taken.  

II.	Public Comments
Jeff Rabo asked about the transition to a new District Treasurer. 
Director Amato asked about bringing the prison work force back to maintain ditches.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:20 pm.
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