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DEER CREEK IRRIGATION DISTRICT
MINUTES OF THE SEPTEMBER 13, 2021 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING


DATE: Monday, September 13, 2021
TIME: 5:00 P.M.
PLACE: Vina Elementary School auditorium, 4790 D Street, Vina, CA 96092
DIRECTORS PRESENT: Sue Knox; Linda Pitter; Phil Sunseri; Keith Bentz
Minutes prepared by DCID Counsel Austin Cho.

The meeting was called to order by Board President Keith Bentz at 5:03 pm.
 

I.	Business

1.	Consent Items
a. The minutes of the August 9, 2021 meeting were read by Director Pitter. Mike Wallace (SVRIC) proposed a correction to the minutes to include that the meeting he referenced was attended by Todd Manley of the Norther California Water Association and representatives of Mill Creek and Stanford Vina, as well as Jason Roberts, Mike Harris, and Matt Johnson of the California Department of Fish and Wildlife. Director Knox moved to approve the minutes as amended. Director Pitter seconded the motion, and the vote passed unanimously.

b. President Bentz reported there was $169,129.69 in the District checking account.

c. President Bentz noted that Allevity, DCID’s payroll company, is incrementally raising its rates in October

2.	District Governance
a. Elections – There were no new items to report. 
b. Audit Status – President Bentz noted the final audit report matches the preliminary report discussed at the previous meeting and requested the Board to review for later approval. 
c. Website management – The Board asked Ellen Stephens to coordinate with DCID counsel Austin Cho on including enterprise system information on the District website. 

3.	District Facilities 
a. Compliance Certification Form – President Bentz stated he submitted the compliance certification form to the State Water Board and subscribed to the email alert system, in accordance with the drought emergency regulations for Deer Creek. 
b. Enhanced Reporting of Prior Diversion and Projected Demand Form – DCID will need to report monthly usage and projected diversions for the coming months to the State Water Board. By the 10th of each month, President Bentz will submit the required reports with input from Ditchtender Quezada. 
c. Human Health and Safety Exception Form – President Bentz commented that DCID may look into potential exceptions from curtailment in the event restrictions are placed on the water rights administered by DCID. 
d. Water Distribution Report
i. District Repairs – Director Knox and Doug Amatto (public) noted there are locations in need of repair for water to reach all of the places of use within the District. Director Pitter provided a pamphlet for SmartDitch fittings for consideration by the Board. Ditchtender Quezada noted some areas that may require immediate repair, including the pipeline near Gene Amatto’s property, and that he received drone footage of some issues on the main diversion riverbank that may require additional work. Mr. Quezada stated he could provide a list of the needed maintenance at the next meeting. 
ii. Landowner Water Usage – Mr. Quezada reported that the water cycle has been going as planned, and he can present information to the Board. 
iii. Ditch Leakage
e. Trout Unlimited Grants
i. Head Gate Control Unit – Matt Clifford and Ben Cook from Trout Unlimited came to provide an update to the Board of two grants, which have been obtained for potential District projects. The first grant is for a headgate control unit, which can be built when the irrigation season is over. Mr. Clifford stated the headgate grant is not attached to any changes to water rights or other planning, and is simply an efficiency tool that would allow DCID to get more use out of less water, while retaining a right to that conserved water. 
The headgate project is estimated to cost $350,000. Part of that money would go to Davids Engineering and some for monitoring, with a $35 per month monitoring fee if cellular communication is needed. Mr. Clifford and Mr. Cook answered questions from the Board and the public regarding liability, obligations of the District, access agreements, and longevity of the components. 
President Bentz asked for a motion to approve the Notice of Exemption for the headgate control project under CEQA. Director Knox requested clarification that this project has no relation to any proposed sales or transfers of water, which Mr. Clifford confirmed. Director Sunseri moved to adopt and file the Notice of Exemption for the headgate automation project. Director Knox seconded, and the motion passed with Directors Bentz, Knox, and Sunseri voting in favor and Director Pitter voting against. 
ii. Water Delivery Efficiency Grant – Mr. Clifford and Mr. Cook presented on the second grant, which is for planning to develop a set of voluntary streamflow projects that would produce physical water savings. The project would include exploring options for groundwater substitution or other transactions to meet flow targets. The timeline is a 3-year grant. No action was taken on this item. 
4.	Bylaws Committee Report 
a. Current Status – Ellen Stephens reported to the Board that the Bylaws Committee is reviewing historical documents and the materials of other districts as it prepares proposed amendments to the DCID bylaws. The committee intends to establish a formal office location and management of financial records and reporting to coincide with budget formulation. The bylaws will also include protocols for requests for agenda items.  

II.	Public Comments
There were no additional public comments. 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:25 pm.
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