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DEER CREEK IRRIGATION DISTRICT
MINUTES OF THE APRIL 12, 2021 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING


DATE: Monday, April 12, 2021
TIME: 5:00 P.M.
PLACE: via teleconference
DIRECTORS PRESENT: Sue Knox; Linda Pitter; Phil Sunseri; John Edson; Keith Bentz 
DIRECTORS ABSENT: None
Minutes prepared by DCID Counsel Austin Cho.

The meeting was called to order by Board President Keith Bentz at 5:05 pm.


I.	Business

1.	Consent Items
	(a)	March 8, 2021 Minutes
The minutes of the March 8, 2021 meeting were presented by District Secretary Susan Edson. Director Sunseri moved to approve the minutes. Director Edson seconded. Director Knox requested clarification that reference to main ditch repairs near Director Sunseri’s property should refer to DCID’s main ditch and inquired about the description of the water rights being held by landowners. Director Pitter requested that the minutes reflect which directors were absent at the past meeting. President Bentz called for a roll call vote on the minutes as amended and the Board approved, with all Directors voting in favor.

	(b)	Financial Report
Susan Edson reported $187,935.77 in the District checking account. President Bentz asked for further comments or questions on the financial information prepared for the meeting, but received none. 

2.	Water Distribution Report
	(a)	District Repairs
President Bentz noted that neither Watermaster Shawn Pike nor Melvin Quezada Haro were present, but that there are some District repairs that may require approval by the Board at the next meeting.
	(b)	Water rationing
President Bentz stated the District will need to prepare a rationing plan, as has been done in the past, to limit the number of hours of water flow to parcels based on acreage. Director Knox voiced her agreement, suggesting an 1-1.5 hours of flow per acre as has historically been done. President Bentz noted that with newly installed measurement devices, such distribution may be more accurate. No further action was taken. 
	(c)	Sheep Camp diversion
Relating to the flows directed under the Consent Decree for Sheep Camp diversions, Director Knox stated that specifics of the Decree should be followed. Bob Viets (public) asked whether Sheep Camp diversion must be reported by DCID or Stanford Vina under SB 88. District counsel stated that coordination with Watermaster Pike would be needed to confirm how Sheep Camp diversion is reported. 

3.	Review and Approval of District Budget
President Bentz noted that Director Pitter asked to review the budget before approval. Director Pitter indicated approval of the budget should still wait until the scope of work for the District watermaster is established. Director Pitter moved to postpone budget approval until then and Director Sunseri seconded. The Board voted by roll call, with all members voting in favor.

4.	Deer Creek watershed meeting
President Bentz reported that the California Department of Fish and Wildlife and National Marine Fisheries Services will host a meeting to discuss drought conditions, and are expected to request some amount of flow to be left in Deer Creek.

5.	District Facilities - Headgate Control 
Matt Clifford and Ben Cook (Trout Unlimited) advised on the recommendation for approval of a Wildlife Conservation Board grant to install the headgate. Director Pitter questioned some of the provisions in the proposal such as water marketing and amending the Consent Decree. Mr. Clifford replied that those provisions were simply ideas for planning purposes and did not commit the District to any action. Mr. Clifford added that any final grant approval would be brought back to the Board.

6.	Irrigation runoff management
Director Pitter reported that she, Director Knox, Jake Thompson, and John Peterson met and discussed the water management system and noted that the District was set up so that runoff from one property goes to the main system for the next property to use for irrigation. Citing the lack of loss of water and general efficiency, Director Pitter suggested the current system is preferable to individual landowners installing pumps and recirculation systems. President Bentz noted a potential conflict with regulations of the District and water quality concerns. Director Pitter commented on the location of cattle relative to other properties and suggested the District could pay for water quality testing at critical points in the system. John Peterson (public) added that food safety protocols have not prescribed specific numbers, so data is just being gathered at this point. Bob Viets (public) asked whether individuals responsible for tailwaters should be liable for injury as opposed to the District and inquired as to the origin of certain waters past County Road 99. Director Knox advised that Stanford Vina has a spill there. John Peterson (public) asked Director Edson asked about water coming off the cemetery that heads west. Director Edson stated it goes to his walnut orchards and he will be testing the water. Additional discussion about proposed testing obligations followed. Director Knox suggested that with the amount of wildlife and human activity in the upper regions, it may be a good idea to test where the water comes in to provide a baseline. 

7.	Water Lease Options Committee
President Bentz noted that District Counsel has given the opinion that the water rights go with the land and the landowners, and the District does not hold water rights in Deer Creek. Bob Viets (public) asked about the basis of the District Counsel’s opinion. District Counsel Austin Cho stated he reviewed the Consent Decree and decisions of the State Water Resources Control Board that reference the Decree and a subsequent amendment, and that the language states that it is the final determination of the water rights and allocation of 100% of the flows in Deer Creek. Director Edson asked whether a landowner may leave their portion of flow in the Creek or if it must be diverted. District Counsel responded that there is no obligation to divert a landowner’s individual entitlement. Callie Wood (public) noted that the Decree limits the scope of the water right to the lands subject to the Decree. 

8.	District Governance
	(a)	Tehama County District Attorney Letter 
President Bentz asked for discussion about the letter from the Tehama County District Attorney that found no violations of the Ralph M. Brown Act at the meetings he reviewed. Director Knox stated her agreement that the Board could benefit from a Brown Act training session. No request to read the letter was made. 
	(b)	Request for Minutes from 2016
President Bentz referred to a request for old minutes of the District and stated those minutes could be made available for a $0.60 per copy made, with no other cost recovery. Susan Edson  stated the minutes would be about 50 pages. Director Pitter offered to scan the minutes and make digital copies available on the District website. 
	(c)	Watermaster responsibilities
President Bentz stated he looked to the District regulations for determining the scope of responsibilities for the District watermaster. Director Knox stated she has also looked into the issue and will provide a written recommendation for the Board’s review. 
	(d)	County election cycle change
President Bentz noted that the District will need to request to have an election this year. Director Knox stated the District does not need to adopt a resolution this year, perhaps due to the recall, and that an election will be held this year.
	(e)	CSDA membership offer
President Bentz discussed the informational benefits of joining CSDA and explained that membership dues may depend on the District’s willingness to pay. Director Knox moved to sign up for one year. Director Edson seconded. The Board approved by roll call vote with all Directors in favor.
	(f)	Brown Act training
President Bentz suggested the Board wait to decide after exploring additional training options through CSDA or elsewhere. 

II.	Public Comments
Jeff Rabo (public) requested that the Board initiate some research and action towards resolving the District boundaries. 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 6:35 pm.
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