
Ahupuaʻa Signage 
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& The Department of Transportation
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Agenda INTRODUCTIONS

Makahanaloa Fishing Association: Blake McNaughton 
President), Kuʻulani Muise Cultural Advisor), and Wai Wichimai 
Coordinator)
Department of Transportation: Kaikea Kalipi Engineer II) and 
Kentzie Mosley Design Engineer)
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OVERVIEW OF PRESENTATION

a. History of the signage for Hawaii island
b. MFAʻs experience 
c. Process to apply 
d. Resources for Ahupuaʼa research 
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Q&A

Time for questions for Kaikea & MFA
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Ahupua’a signs 
installed on O’ahu

Advocated for since 
2009  by the 
Koʻolaupoko Civic Club 

2012 2021 2025 20262011

History of Hawaiʻi Island Signage with the DOT 
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Draft Ahu Program 
Guide

Draft created to formalize 
project statewide, never 
completed

Queen Kaahumanu 
Hwy Signs Installed

Signs installed utilizing 
design/model from 
Oʻahu project

MFA Advocates 
Makahanaloa Sign

MFA reached out to 
DOT to see if signage 
was possible

Can we Map our 
Mokupuni?

Is our community ready 
and willing make this an 
islandwide project?



MFA’s Experience- Phase 1
- There was no finalized process set up within our County for 

Ahupuaʻa signage. 
- Utilized 2012 Draft Ahu Program Guide, collaborated with DOT
- Ahupuaʼa sign design needed to match the Ahupuaʼa signs used 

when they redid Queen Kaahumanu Highway
- Research
- Community Consultation: Notify community groups and garner 

support. Several community meets. 
- ʻAha cleansing of site prior to installation.  
- Provided feedback after signs were installed due to grammar/ 

spelling errors 



Snapshot of Our Process Now
3

There are 2 applications for 
signage, one that agrees with the 
State designated borders along 
the State Highway, and one that 
disagrees with them. We will 
review these. 

Agree or Disagree with Borders

Review Hawaii Statewide GIS 
Program Ahupuaʼa Layer. Put 
together through OHA, DLNR, 
and SHPD.

Review Ahupuaʻa Borders

→ LINK

Resource:

If you would like to erect a 
physical Ahu, there is an 
application that can be 
submitted with or without a sign 
application. We will not be 
covering this today. 

Ahu 

Fill out application and gather 
necessary attachments, submit 
via mail or email:

HDOT Hawaii District Office
Engineering Program Manager
50 Makaala Street
Hilo Hawaii 96720
DOT.HWYH.Permits@hawaii.gov

Prepping for Submission Community  Consultation

https://geoportal.hawaii.gov/datasets/HiStateGIS::ahupuaa/explore?location=19.908458%2C-155.124630%2C13


Agree with borders

Requirements for Both Applications

Sign Applications
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- Description of why 
ahupuaʻa should be 
marked and the 
benefit to the 
community

Disagree with borders

- Description of why sign locations were chosen, with 
references

- Hawaiian Civic Club/ Neighborhood board meeting minutes 
mentioning project

- Summary of your community involvement process
- Evidence of historical borders
- Kupuna interview/ signature of support
- Community sign in document

- Ahupuaʻa name
- Moku
- Applicant Contact Info
- 6ˮx6ˮ Google map image with indicator of ahu sign 

location, North arrow, legend, scale, etc.

Note: Funding for signs is 
covered by DOT





Special Circumstances



Resources for 
Ahupuaʻa Research
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- Community Kūpuna
- Hawaiʻi Statewide GIS Program Ahupuaʼa Layer: 

geoportal.hawaii.gov/datasets/ahupuaa 
- Hawaiʻi Land Survey Registered Maps, 1825 to 1970 

https://hdl.handle.net/10524/59596 
- Kīpuka Database: kipukadatabase.com (interactive maps 

with Land Award/Māhele overlays)
- Papakilo Database: papakilodatabase.com (wide range of 

searchable collections including Place Names, Māhele 
ʻĀina, as well as Hawaiʻi State Archives Indices)

- Boundary Commission Book: 
https://digitalarchives.hawaii.gov/item/ark:70111/lhX 

http://geoportal.hawaii.gov/datasets/ahupuaa
https://hdl.handle.net/10524/59596
http://kipukadatabase.com
http://papakilodatabase.com
https://digitalarchives.hawaii.gov/item/ark:70111/lhX
https://digitalarchives.hawaii.gov/item/ark:70111/lhX


Q&A

- Why hasnʼt signage been completed for the whole moku?

- What if community members disagree with the boundaries 
after the signs have already been installed?

- What about uniquely shaped Ahupuaʻa?

- What if there are 3 names listed on an ahupuaʼa?
- What about ahupuaʼa that are labeled like this 

“Pāhoehoe A 14, Mau ,ˮ “Pāhoehoe B 13 ,ˮ and 
“‘Ōlelomoana 14, Opihihaliˮ?

Open for more Q&A



Potential Future Projects
● County Road Program for Hawaii County - Models from Maui and Kauai

 
● Moku Signage for Hawaii County

● State Design Change - Maybe a moku color/kiʻi?

Add your name, hui and email to 
the chat if you want to participate



Contact Information

- State DOT Kaikea Kalipi - 
shane.kl.kalipi@hawaii.gov

- General questions: Kentzie Mosley - 
808 9338866

- Makahanaloa Fishing Association- 
coordinator@makahanaloa.com

Please fill out the Google Form in the chat so we can 
disperse the applications and resources!
https://forms.gle/PXxMwSA3hCBCjnKs5

mailto:shane.kl.kalipi@hawaii.gov
mailto:coordinator@makahanaloa.com
https://forms.gle/PXxMwSA3hCBCjnKs5

