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Lesson Name: Pop Art Self-Portraits
NY Standards: Standard 1: Creating, Performing and Participating in the Arts. Students reveal through their own artwork understanding of how art mediums and techniques influence their creative decisions.

Standard 2: Knowing and Using Arts Materials and Resources. Students use the computer and electronic media to express their visual ideas and demonstrate a variety of approaches to artistic creation (b)

Standard 3: Responding to and Analyzing Works of Art. Students discuss and write their analyses and interpretations of their own works of art and the art of others, using appropriate critical language.

Historical Reference: Andrew Warhola- (August 6, 1928 – February 22, 1987), more commonly known as Andy Warhol, was an American painter, printmaker, and filmmaker who was a leading figure in the visual art movement known as pop art. After a successful career as a commercial illustrator, Warhol became famous worldwide for his work as a painter, avant-garde filmmaker, record producer, author, and public figure known for his membership in wildly diverse social circles that included bohemian street people, distinguished intellectuals, Hollywood celebrities and wealthy aristocrats.
Vocabulary: 
Pop Art: Pop art is an art movement of the twentieth century. Characterized by themes and techniques drawn from popular mass culture, such as advertising, comic books and mundane cultural objects, pop art is widely interpreted as a reaction to the then-dominant ideas of abstract expressionism, as well as an expansion upon them. Pop art, aimed to employ images of popular as opposed to elitist culture in art, emphasizing the banal or kitschy elements of any given culture, most often through the use of irony. It is also associated with the artists' use of mechanical means of reproduction or rendering techniques.
Print Making: Printmaking is the process of making artworks by printing, normally on paper. The process is capable of producing multiples of the same piece, which is called a 'print'. Printmaking is not chosen only for its ability to produce multiple copies, but rather for the unique qualities that each of the printmaking processes lends itself to.
Woodcut printmaking- Woodcut, a type of relief print, is the earliest printmaking technique, and the only one traditionally used in the Far East. It was probably first developed as a means of printing patterns on cloth, and by the 5th century was used in China for printing text and images on paper. Woodcuts of images on paper developed around 1400 in Europe, and slightly later in Japan. These are the two areas where woodcut has been most extensively used purely as a process for making images without text.

The artist draws a sketch either on a plank of wood, or on paper, which is transferred to the wood. Traditionally the artist then handed the work to a specialist cutter, who then uses sharp tools to carve away the parts of the block that he/she does not want to receive the ink. The raised parts of the block are inked with a brayer, then a sheet of paper, perhaps slightly damp, is placed over the block. The block is then rubbed with a baren or spoon, or is run through a press. If in color, separate blocks can be used for each color, or a technique called reduction printing can be used.
Matrix- Original surface that prints are made from.
Materials: Digital camera, 8.5 x 11 plain printer paper, 20 x24 heavier paper to print on, printing ink, Styrofoam plates, printer, computer with Photoshop, acrylic or watercolor paint, glue, pencils.

Goals: To introduce the students to the pop art movement and print making. Additionally, students will improve their understanding of color theory. 
Procedure: Students will view and discuss the artwork of Any Warhol. They will then attempt to create their own pop art prints in a style inspired by Warhol’s work. First, I will present a step- by- step modeling of the projects for the students. Then, students will take portraits of each other on a white backdrop using a digital camera. Then they will upload the images to a computer and open the image of themselves in Photoshop. They will then duplicate the image, discard the color information, and adjust the level until the image resembles a line drawing. Students will then adjust the image size to approximately 7” x 9”. The students will then save the image and then print it out. Then the students will adhere their printouts to a Styrofoam plate. They will then use a pencil or another dull pointed tool to trace over the image, thus transferring it to the Styrofoam plate. The student will then choose the color to ink their plate. The plate will then be inked by the student and printed on to a predetermined spot on their large paper. The students will then clean and dry their plate, choose a different complimentary color and repeat the process a total of six times. The students will then allow their prints to dry. Then they will finish their prints by using acrylic paints to add details to their images. 

Evaluation: Students will have a group critique of their pop art self-portraits and discuss how successful the prints turned out.  They will also discuss what could be done to improve the techniques used. Students will also fill out a self-assessment form (see below) and write an additional self -assessment in their journals that addresses more specifically what they found mist rewarding or challenging about this project.

	Assessment Rubric

	Student Name:
	Class Period:

	Assignment: Andy Warhol Pop Art Self-Portraits
	Date Completed:

	Circle the number in pencil that best shows how well you feel that you completed that criterion for the assignment.
	Excellent
	Good
	Average
	Needs Improvement
	Rate Yourself
	Teacher’s Rating

	Criteria 1 – Self –Portrait Photographs. How well did you plan and execute your photograph?
	10
	9 – 8
	7
	6 or less
	
	

	Criteria 2 – Technology- How well did you use Photoshop to further the pop aesthetic of your image?
	10
	9 – 8
	7
	6 or less
	
	

	Criteria 3 – Color – How successful was your color pairing?  Did they “pop?”
	10
	9 – 8
	7
	6 or less
	
	

	Criteria 4 – Effort: took time to develop idea & complete project? (Didn’t rush.) Good use of class time?
	10
	9 – 8
	7
	6 or less
	
	


	Criteria 5 – Craftsmanship – Neat, clean & complete? Skillful use of the art tools & media?
	10
	9 – 8
	7
	6 or less
	
	

	Total: 50  x 2 = 100  (possible points)
	Grade:


	
	
	
	
	Your Total
	Teacher Total


Student Comments:

Teacher Comments:

