WALKERS TO CUT CARBON EMISSIONS BY BRINGING POTATOES FULL CIRCLE
•

Walkers is introducing innovative technology to manufacture low-carbon, nutrient-rich
fertiliser using potato peelings, in partnership with CCm Technologies

•

The fertiliser will be supplied to UK farmers growing potatoes for Walkers crisps from next
year, helping to close the loop and improve soil health

•

Use of the fertiliser is expected to reduce Walkers’ carbon emissions from growing
potatoes by 70%[1]

Leicester, 7 December 2020: Walkers crisps, one of the largest buyers of British potatoes, is
partnering with British clean-tech firm CCm Technologies to reduce its carbon footprint by turning
its potato waste into fertiliser.
Using innovative carbon-capture technology, potato peelings leftover from making crisps will be
transformed into low-carbon fertiliser and returned to farms where potatoes for Walkers crisps are
grown across the UK.
Following a promising trial of the fertiliser, which was applied to potato seed beds this year, Walkers
is planning to install CCm’s specialist equipment at its Leicester factory next year to begin wider
production in preparation for its 2022 crop. Once supplied at scale, the fertiliser is expected to
reduce Walkers’ potato-based carbon emissions by 70%.
The technology is designed to connect to the factory’s anaerobic digestor, which uses food waste
to generate nearly 75% of the electricity used at the plant[2]. The newly installed equipment will use
the by-product waste from the anaerobic digestion process to create the fertiliser.
By turning potato waste into a reusable resource, Walkers is driving more circularity in the potato
growing process,helping farmers reduce their impact on the environment. This initiative forms part
of a broader award-winning agriculture programme from Walkers, which has previously helped UK
growers achieve a 50% cut in their water use and carbon emissions.
The new initiative could set Walkers on a path to becoming carbon-negative in its potato production
over the next decade. In addition to the low carbon status of the fertiliser itself, research projects
that its long-term use will improve soil health, aiding a natural carbon sequestration process.
Walkers brand owner, PepsiCo, is also looking to bring the benefits of the new, circular fertiliser to
further European markets and other crops, such as oats and corn.
David Wilkinson, PepsiCo’s Senior Director of European Agriculture commented
“From circular potatoes to circular crops, this innovation with CCm Technologies could provide
learnings for the whole of the food system, enabling the agriculture sector to play its part in
combating climate change. This is just the beginning of an ambitious journey, we’re incredibly
excited to trial the fertiliser on a bigger scale and discover its full potential.
“This initiative is a step in the right direction, and we will continue working hard to lower the carbon
impact of our products from field, through manufacturing sites, to consumption.”
This innovation in fertiliser production will progress in partnership with CCm Technologies, a British
cleantech company based in Oxford and founding member of the Sustainable Markets Initiative,
launched by HRH The Prince of Wales with the support of the World Economic Forum.
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Pawel Kisielewski, CCm Founding Director commented
“CCm is delighted that PepsiCo has chosen our technology to demonstrate the huge potential that
innovative approaches can have in promoting sustainable agriculture across the UK. By enabling
the sustainable reuse of waste resources and the locking of captured carbon back into the soil, our
partnership represents a significant step forward in proving that agriculture can play a role in
carbon reduction and the circular economy.”
- ENDS Notes to editors:
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For Walkers enquiries and interviews: Pepsico@headlandconsultancy.com
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About PepsiCo
PepsiCo products are enjoyed by consumers more than one billion times a day in more than 200
countries and territories around the world. PepsiCo generated more than $67 billion in net revenue
in 2019, driven by a complementary food and beverage portfolio that includes Frito-Lay, Gatorade,
Pepsi-Cola, Quaker and Tropicana. PepsiCo's product portfolio includes a wide range of enjoyable
foods and beverages, including 23 brands that generate more than $1 billion each in estimated
annual retail sales.
Guiding PepsiCo is our vision to Be the Global Leader in Convenient Foods and Beverages by
Winning with Purpose. "Winning with Purpose" reflects our ambition to win sustainably in the
marketplace and embed purpose into all aspects of the business. For more information,
visit www.pepsico.com.
CCm Technologies
CCm Technologies is an award-winning clean tech company which optimises resource use
through Carbon Utilisation (CCU) and carbon capture solutions, including the production of net
zero carbon fertilisers. (see Sustainable Markets Initiative’s RE:TV short video here for further
information). CCm’s solutions allow businesses to generate commercial value from captured
carbon and other agricultural and industrial waste streams while also delivering improved
sustainability.
Based near Oxford, CCm Technologies was established in 2011 by four founding directors, all of
whom still work for the company at board level: Gordon Horsfield CBE, Pawel Kisielewski, Professor
Peter Hammond and Richard Morse. The company has also received the Solar Impulse Foundation
Efficient Solutions Label.
The Sustainable Markets Initiative
The Sustainable Markets Initiative and Council, of which CCm Technologies’ CEO Pawel
Kisielewski is a founding member, was established in 2019 by HRH The Prince of Wales and the
World Economic Forum. Its objective is to accelerate the global transition to sustainable markets
and decarbonisation. The initiative is calling on governments, businesses, investors and consumers
to take the urgent and practical steps required to transition to more sustainable practices which
address the climate and biodiversity crises. To facilitate and catalyse this effort, The Prince of Wales
is convening a series of global industry and sector roundtables.
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