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What’s New at Warwick ...

Pastor’s Message
Welcome Warwickians to the CoPastor Experiment!
I am always examining ‘our life together.’ Clearly, Warwick is more active than when I
came as your Interim. There are more people involved in more activities that inspire and
serve.
I believe this transformation is happening because you as a congregation are willing to
take risks. Without discrediting any of the church’s past, you have frequently stepped out
of a traditional church box and allowed God to “begin a new thing.”
It first happened, when you risked suspending portions of your constitution and moved
from a time determined committee model to a fluid POP model of maintain and create ministry.
Consequently, more people are involved in actual ministry than had been. Hopefully, many of you who were worn out
from ‘doing’ everything are rested. You can now participate from your passions rather than feelings of obligation and
guilt.
Then you took a risk by embracing a close study of this property on this corner. Using funds provided by an initial gift,
a comprehensive landscaping study and report was done and there was an overwhelming consensus to embrace its recommendation increasing Warwick’s visible witness to an invisible God. Other funds provided for the first commercial
appraisal of the property, to give us the truth on which to base decisions.
You took a huge risk in putting your pastoral search on hold. It was a confession, really, that you were changing internally as a congregation, and a recognition that a traditional ‘settled’ pastor might not be the best for this developing
congregation at this time. Sure enough, one third of our active participants have come since that decision.
This coming Sunday, (February 4th) we will visibly acknowledge your biggest
risk to date. On December 10th, you voted to explore using two CoPastors instead of many other options. We will install Rev. James A. Semmelroth Darnell
as the first CoPastor of Warwick. He and I will serve you collaboratively as your
pastors. This CoPastor model allows you to receive diverse gifts of leadership,
and it allows both James and I to focus on our own passions in ministry.
James is gifted and experienced in developing resources, with denominational
connections, and with a passion for preaching and worship. He is well trained
and has the heart of a pastor. I remain committed to your well-being. I will focus on the administrative attention the growth process needs, the needs of our
young children and families, and continue to teach and preach in worship. Both
of us will learn a great deal about ourselves and how to be church, as we live out
our own callings and our own passions.
Last Sunday we celebrated the life of another deceased saint amongst us, this
Sunday we will install a new CoPastor and two weeks later we will baptize
Emme. The circle of church life continues!
Thank you Warwick for believing a ‘new thing’ is possible. Surely God is still
speaking and God’s people are listening! Let the people say, “Amen.”
Grace abounds!

Sallye
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Warwick Updates...

Upcoming Events
February 4

Older Kids Gathering - 10 AM
Communion Sunday * - 11 AM
Installation of Rev. James - 4 PM (see cover)

February 6

Strategic Planning POP Telephonic Mtg - Time TBD

February 11

Youth Choir Rehearsal - 10 AM
Children’s POP Meeting - 10 AM
Worship - 11 AM
LGBT POP Meeting - 12:30 PM

February 14

Ash Wednesday - Lent Begins

February 15

Animate Faith - 6 PM (see page 5)

February 17

Spaghetti Dinner and Auction - 5:30 PM

February 18

Older Kids Gathering - 10 AM
Worship - 11 AM
Baptism of Emme McIlhinney - during service

February 20

Adult Supper Club - 6 PM

February 22

Animate Faith - 6 PM (see page 5)

February 25

Youth Choir Rehearsal - 10 AM
Children’s POP Meeting - 10 AM
Worship - 11 AM

March 1

Animate Faith - 6 PM (see page 5)
* Gluten-Free Communion Bread is now being used to respect the health needs of many of our congregants.

Spaghetti Dinner & Auction
NEW DATE!

February 17th, 2018

NEW DATE!

Warwick UCC’s
Annual Spaghetti Dinner & Auction
5:30 - 7:30 PM

We need people to set up, clean up, and bring deserts. Let me know if you can help. Several people have signed up to bring auction
items. They can either be brought the night of or to me in advance. Tickets for adults are $10 and $5 for kids.

Hope to see you all there!!!! Thanks, Terry Samm-Garris (757)-759-7777
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Warwick Updates ...

Lenten Discussion

LENTEN DISCUSSION GROUP: An adult Christian education class, Animate: Faith, will be offered for the six weeks of
Lent. In each session, the group will watch a video featuring a leading voice from the Christian faith, spend time on
personal reflection and journaling, and share ideas with the group. Pastor James will facilitate the discussion.
Sessions will be:
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 15 - 6:00 PM Topic: God: Faith is a Quest
Video Leader: Brian McLaren, Former Pastor & Author
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 22 - 6:00 PM Topic: Religion: Spirituality is Not Enough
Video Leader: Lillian Daniel,
Pastor of First Congregational UCC, Dubuque, IA
THURSDAY, MARCH 1 - 6:00 PM

Topic: Jesus: Revolution of Love
Video Leader: Marc Scandrette, Founding Director, ReIMAGINE

THURSDAY, MARCH 8 - 6:00 PM

Topic: Salvation: Abundant Life Now
Video Leader: Shane Hipps,
Former Pastor, Mars Hill Bible Church, Grand Rapids, MI

THURSDAY, MARCH 15 - 6:00 PM

Topic: Cross: Where God Is
Video Leader: Nadia Bolz-Weber,
Pastor of House for All Saints and Sinners, Denver, CO

THURSDAY, MARCH 22 - 6:00 PM

Topic: Bible: A Book Like No Other
Video Leader: Lauren Winner, Professor, Duke Divinity School

THURSDAY, MARCH 29 - 6:00 PM

Topic: Church: An Imperfect Family
Video Leader: Bruce Reyes-Chow,
Coach, Center for Progressive Renewal
& Presbyterian Minister
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Warwick Updates . . .

Mitten Tree
Bring Children and Adult Hats and Mittens
All will be shared with
a local school and PORT
Located outside the Children's Room

Adult Supper Club
Tuesday, February 20th - 6:00 PM

PORT ARTHUR
CHINESE RESTAURANT
11137 Warwick Blvd.
(757) 234-0099

Children’s Programs
February 4 & 18, 2018 Older Kids Gathering
On the Sundays when the Youth Choir does not have practice, the older children (3rd
through 5th grade) will be meeting at 10 AM. The dates for February are the 4th and
18th. Light breakfast available for all at 9:45 in kitchen - so come join us. Nursery
and playground will be open.
February 11 & 25, 2018 Youth Choir
The Youth Choir will have practice on Sunday mornings,
February 11th & 25th at 10 AM
Future Practices at 10 AM: March 11th & 25th, April 1st
Children's Ministry could really use some simple items from your home: Empty pudding or Jello cups,
circle plastic lids (please put in bucket at children's door), broken crayons, small paint brushes, odd shaped
small pieces of cardboard - such as packaging; multi-use plastic bags; small pieces of scrap cloth and those
items that birds might use to make nests - string, lint, hair - yours or your dogs.
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Warwick Finances...

Financial Update: Fiscal Year 2017
INCOME
Total Expected Income - All Sources - 2017

$ 83,495.00
Received - 2017

Expected Offering Income - Pledged & Loose - 2017
Received - 2017

$ 80,194.41
$ 75,695.00
$ 73,129.33

EXPENSES
Total Expected Expenses - 2017

$ 83,495.00
Spent - 2017

$ 87,781.91

MISCELLANEOUS
Amount sent to any outreach/mission work to date:

$ 2,988 *

*Pass thru – what we get we send out – not part of dedicated funds. Includes UCC Special Offerings.

Building Update
Jim Blankenship has been moving right along on building projects:

•

The Nursery now has a “half door” which will provide a safer environment for Lynsie & the children.
She can now call for help without leaving the children.

•

The siding above the Sunday School entrance has been repaired.
Cracked windows will be replaced, if they haven’t already.

BIG Shout out to Jim and his crew for all of the help.
Barbara

Want to see your pictures on the web or in the Contact?
Send them to wuccupdates@gmail.com
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Warwick POPs ...

Points of Passion
What is a POP? POPs (Points of Passion) are the organizational tool at Warwick used to create and carry out the ministries of
the (conveners) who then represent that work to the congregation and to the council. Each POP is also represented on the Council.

ALL GATHERINGS OF ANY POP are to be ANNOUNCED and made known at least two weeks in advance through the CONTACT, the WEEKLY EBLAST and the Sunday Morning Slides. Every attempt shall be made to avoid making announcements verbally during worship.
POPS can EMERGE or DISSOLVE at any time, if the PASSION or NEED is no longer present. Staff should be consulted with
primary staff assigned as below. Calendars of the entire congregation should always be respected.
Adult Formation POP: Looking for Leadership

Staff Liaison: Rev. James

Care POP: Terry Samm-Garris and Gloria Franklin
Staff Liaison: Revs. James and Sallye
Purpose: To respond to the needs of congregants and their families, particularly in times of illnesses or grief.
Children POP: Courtney Walden and Tina Bailey
Staff Liaison: Rev. Sallye
Purpose: To develop ministries to children both within and outside the walls of Warwick that are developmentally appropriate for
their faith’s formation
Sewing POP: Terry Samm-Garris and Gloria Franklin
Staff Liaison: Rev. Sallye
Purpose: To create through sewing items that create beauty and function for those who receive them.
Liturgy and the Arts POP: Nate Masters and Amanda Bartley
Staff Liaison: Revs. Sallye & James
Purpose: To create through the visual and performing arts experiences that inspire and nurture people’s lives, primarily through worship
Strategic Planning POP: Barbara Harvey
Staff Liaison: Revs. James & Sallye
Purpose: To guide the congregation as we plan our future, establishing our mission and creating a long-range vision as possibilities
emerge.
Visible Witness POP: Linda Manning
Staff Liaison: Rev. Sallye
Purpose: To guide the congregation as we develop the visibility and care of the property outside the building. This is a continuation
of a vision presented and approved in 2018.
Building POP: Johnathan McIlhinney and James Blankenship
Staff Liaison: Rev. Sallye
Purpose: To specifically manage the building itself, in particular maintenance needs of both repair and replacement.
Sunday Mornings POP: Barbara Harvey
Staff Liaison: Rev. Sallye
Purpose: To staff the Sundays mornings of the church, specifically – readers, counters, ushers and preparers of communion.
Fund Raising POP: Terry Samm-Garris
Staff Liaison: Rev. James
Purpose: To develop or oversee specific fundraisers that shall be approved by council. The intent of fund raisers shall be specified
for each event.
LGBT POP: Looking for Leadership
Staff Liaison: Revs. James & Sallye
Purpose: To stay aware and facilitate ministry with the LGBT community. An emphasis on LGBT Youth has been determined.
Hospitality POP: Looking for Leadership
Staff Liaison: Rev. Sallye
Purpose: To coordinate ideas and volunteers for 3rd Sunday Luncheons and other special events.
Outreach POP: Looking for Leadership
Staff Liaison: Revs. Sallye & James
Purpose: To engage our congregation in ministries beyond the church family, such as homelessness, disaster response and other
needs beyond our local church.
DO you know God’s calling on your spirit? Perhaps it is to give leadership to a “looking for leadership’ POP, or something not yet
known to us. Please communicate to either pastor or our moderator, Tim Holmes. Thank you for responding to God’s work in your
life.
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Warwick POPs...

POP News
STRATEGIC PLANNING POP
The Strategic Planning POP is up and rolling. Current members consist of Barbara Harvey,
Mark Snell-Cook, Terry Costello and Linda Manning. Rev. James is our Staff Liaison and
Rev. Sallye joins in on the conversation for comment and advice.
The POP met on the evening of Tuesday, January 23rd and began working. We have determined that a 3-step process is needed:

1. Members of the POP are assessing the church’s current capabilities
2. A church wide survey will be released in the middle of February to gather congregants views
3. Three Discernment discussion groups will be scheduled in March for congregant’s participation to review

the survey data and discuss their vision and mission for WUCC. Groups dates/times will be determined by
input from the survey.

At Easter, all of the information gathered from the 3 steps above will be presented to the church body for acceptance. Afterwards the actual strategic plan will be developed, grants will be pursued and the WUCC Profile will be
updated to begin a new pastoral search.
Anyone who would like to be a part of this POP is welcome to join. Please speak to any of the current members for
more information regarding our next meeting scheduled for February 6, 2018.

LGBT POP – SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 11th, 12:30 PM

James with any questions.

The LGBT POP will meet to discuss our plans for the upcoming year, including for Hampton Roads Pride, and how we can more fully live into our Open and Affirming commitment. The LGBT POP is in need of two co-facilitators; please prayerfully consider if God
may be calling you to this role. Please contact Pastor

CHILDRENS POP – SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 11th, 10 AM
The Children’s POP will be meeting February 11th and 25th at 10:00am. We will be
discussing the upcoming Lego Family Game Fun and Easter events.

Warwick Family...

Help Wanted
Do you have a heart for children and want to be a part of the Sunday morning team? It involves
working with four other folks as we plan and engage children with activities during the worship service. We are particularly looking for someone who enjoys working with the PreK - 2nd graders.
Contact Rev. Sallye for more info.
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Warwick in Pictures
KIDS LOCK-IN, January 14 - 15, 2018
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United Church of Christ News

Commentary: Don't Adjust
January 25, 2018 - Written by John Dorhauer
In a single day last week:

•

The President tweeted out his opposition, and then support, for a section of
a surveillance bill that his entire party was ready vote for that morning. The
tweet, and his sudden shift, were confusing and angered his supporters.

•

The President called a meeting with two Senators who, at his request two days earlier, crafted an immigration
agreement that addressed the needs of DACA recipients, and on which legislators on both sides of the aisle could
agree. They showed up to the meeting with their proposal only to learn that the President a.) had also invited the
most virulent opponents to DACA and immigration reform, b.) was no longer interested in their compromise, which
would shield some young immigrants from deportation and fund his border wall, and c.) was angered that they
would even bring such a proposal to him.

•
•

The President reported in an interview that he had a good relationship with North Korean President, Kim Jong Un.
In a meeting about DACA and Immigration Reform, the President allegedly said that Haitians should be “moved out,”
called African nations s***holes, and wondered aloud why more people from Norway didn’t immigrate to the U.S.

I remember being overwhelmed. This was one day.
We have become a nation having to process too much information -- bad information -- every single day.

Our tendency is to adjust to the new norm.
Don’t.
This isn’t normal.
None of us has the capacity to process everything that is happening. It comes at breakneck speed. Any one of the items I
mentioned above would seriously sideline any previous administration for days, if not weeks at a time. Now, we get about an
hour to process it before the next devastating piece of news breaks.
Meanwhile, the government is threatening a shut down.
Meanwhile, immigrants are being detained and forcibly removed from their places of employment, homes, and families
without even being able to say goodbye to children and loved ones.
Meanwhile, Medicare and Medicaid and Healthcare options are being utterly eroded.

Don’t adjust.
We can’t let this begin to feel normal. It is a mess of apocalyptic proportions, and we will want to grow comfortable within it.
We just can’t let ourselves do that.
Peace advocates looking to build a just world for all, and who remain fully committed to practicing love of neighbor and love
of self must be vigilant in this time. We cannot let the machinations that are unfolding lull us into a belief that this is just a
new way of living in the world. It hurts like hell to see this – and every one of these actions and decisions has staggeringly
painful consequences and we will lose some capacity to deal with it all.
But we will not give up.
We will not tire or flag in zeal for mustering our courage in the struggle.
And we will not reach a point where this begins to feel normal.
With God on our side, we will continue to speak and live through the power of a love that can and will conquer all. We shall,
we shall, we shall overcome.
Rev. John C. Dorhauer is the General Minister and President of the United Church of Christ
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Scripture & Prayers

Lectionary Readings for February 2018
February 4, 2018
Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany
Isaiah 40:21-31
Psalm 147:1-11, 20c
1 Corinthians 9:16-23
Mark 1:29-39

February 18, 2018
First Sunday in Lent
Genesis 9:8-17
Psalm 25:1-10
1 Peter 3:18-22
Mark 1:9-15

February 11, 2018
Transfiguration Sunday
(Last Sunday before Lent)
2 Kings 2:1-12
Psalm 50:1-6
2 Corinthians 4:3-6
Mark 9:2-9

February 25, 2018
Second Sunday in Lent
Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16
Psalm 22:23-31
Romans 4:13-25
Mark 8:31-38
or
Mark 9:2-9

Prayer List

+

(Names given verbally are spelled to the best of our ability)

Mickey Allen
Anderson Family
Mike Barnes
Kelly Bennett
Bentley Family
Geraldine Bolden
Tristian Brown
Trudy Burdge
Larry Burns
Carter Family
Christensen Family
Tony Colden
Bonnie Cook
Costello Family
Kevin Court
Zack Culum
Eleanor Darnell
Bonnie Dinges
Martha Dunn & Family
Dvey Family
Emerson Family
Yvette Ferguson
USS Fitzgerald & Family

+

Stephanie Fraizer
Meg Gruber
Michelle Flores & Family
Hal & Marge Gieseking
Pat Grant
Barry Graham
Pikul/Harvey Family
Hill Family
Hurricane Victims
Dianne Howe
Sandra Ingari
Mike Kelpaul
Cindy Kilgore
Ann Lange
Donna Langston
Heidi & Mike Lord
John Maclean
Mrs. Martinez
USS McCain
Audrey Noble
Miguel O
Terry P
Larry Paccone

Ted & Michelle Paccone
Sasha Patterson
Ronda Peffley
Puerto Rico & USVI
+ Ryan Family
Rex Sample
Lori Sanders
Jesse Saunders
Nancy Simpson
Will Smith & Family
Bob Snaz
Jeffrey Spielberger
+ Spielberger Family
Cynthia Thomas
+ Thomas Family
Donal VonGryffn
Don Wayman
Meredith White
Rachel York
Students & Teachers

+ Pray for the families who have lost loved ones in the past year.
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