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Menchville Students Win $10,000 Grant for THRIVE

Menchville High School’s Fare Share Club was named one of five top teams to earn a $10,000 grant in the
national Lead4Change Student Leadership Program. The grant is given to the nonprofit of the students’
choice, and Menchville students chose THRIVE as the recipient.
The student leadership program guides students to develop a service project that addresses a need in their
community. The Menchville Fare Share Club, consisting of 21 students, focused on several ways to improve
their community from food drives to anti-bullying campaigns.
This is the fifth year Menchville has participated in Lead4Change (previously Lead2Feed), and they have won a
prize every year. (from the July2019 THRIVE Peninsula newsletter)
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Have info for the
September 2019 CONTACT?
Send it to wuccupdates@gmail.com
Due by 5 pm AUGUST 28!
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Warwick Updates...

Calendar of Events
Sunday, August 4
10am
10am – 12pm
10am – 10:30am
11am – 12pm

a time of prayer and reflection
WONDERLAND: Older Kids @ 10 AM, Younger Kids @ 11 AM
Children's PoP Meeting
Worship, Sermon: “Being Possessed”

Sunday, August 11
10am
a time of prayer and reflection
11am – 12pm
Worship, Sermon, “By Faith, These Witnesses”
12pm – 1pm
Council Meeting
Sunday, August 18
10am
a time of prayer and reflection
10am – 12pm
WONDERLAND: Older Kids @ 10 AM, Younger Kids @ 11 AM
11am – 12pm
Worship, Sermon: “Signs of the Times”
Sunday, August 25
10am
a time of prayer and reflection
11am – 12pm
Worship, Sermon: “Set Free for the Sabbath”

Sunday Volunteers

Book Group

AUGUST 2019
Counters:

Barbara Harvey
Tim Holmes

Communion: Set-up: Mike Bartley
Assisting: Tim Holmes
Reader Coordinator: Tim Holmes

Book Group is on vacation until September.

Happy Summer!
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UCC News

A second term
S

July 16, 2019
Written by John Dorhauer

I love what I do.

This calling to serve on behalf of the United Church of
Christ, and to experience and bear witness to what our
collective agency in the world creates, is a joy beyond
expectation.
To be sure, it is a delicate and arduous undertaking.
The challenges are legion:
•

The Church we serve is a Church going through a season of great turmoil and change. I don’t at all feel
threatened or beleaguered or despondent knowing that. In fact, I feel enlivened, engaged, called, and
equipped to lead in such a time as this. But, helping an institution as large and as diverse as ours, and as
committed to core values and traditions as ours is – helping it to live through this season of change is
almost Sisyphean in nature. Daunting? Yes. Debilitating? No.

•

We are a largely white, Euro-centric denomination moving at a glacial pace to absorb the enormity of
societal changes that come with the browning of America. These are happening at warp speed. If we can’t
make this adjustment in real time, we could become irrelevant even though our mission matters and lives
are changed by it. Daunting? Yes. Debilitating? No.

•

We are living in a world threatening to tear itself apart by division. Political liberalism and conservatism,
theological progression and fundamentalism, ethical humanism and orthodoxy, cultural pluralism and hegemony all collide today in ways that threaten to undo a way of being church that has always believed
that no matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here. Into this cultural
milieu of foreboding intolerance of all others comes the reminder that our motto remains: that they may
all be one. Daunting? Yes. Debilitating? No.

•

There is a digital revolution unfolding in an institution populated largely by digital immigrants. At his insightful and provocative keynote address to General Synod delegates in 2015 in Cleveland, Paul Rauschenbusch talked about this revolution. As he did that, he implored the United Church of Christ not to sit
on the sidelines for this revolution. He called us to invest ourselves because of our vision and mission in
a digital infrastructure that kept us in the game for future generations. Daunting? Yes. Debilitating? No.

•

Our funding patterns and our donor bases are shifting. One of the adaptations we must make is to radically alter our understanding of how the work we do here in support of the mission of the local church is
changing. We are transitioning out of a pattern of loyalty giving when those loyal to our institution send
us money, without asking questions, as the obligation they bear for being a part of the institution. Only
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about 25 percent of our National Office budget is now supported that way. Moving into a new model of
developing relationships with individuals whose hearts align with the mission and ministry of the church,
who understand, appreciate, and have the capacity to fund our mission, and want to partner with us in it,
is not an easy task. Daunting? Yes. Debilitating? No.
Aware of all of this, the United Church of Christ Board affirmed the work of two different Strategic Task
Forces and established five priorities for the National Setting, a covenant partner to all local churches of the
United Church of Christ called by the Spirit into mission on behalf of the gospel of Jesus Christ. Those priorities were what the Board saw as essential if we were to pursue a pathway to future health, relevance and
vitality. Knowing that each of the challenges listed above were threatening, they called the leaders in the National Setting to seek:
•

Innovative exploration

•

Digital sophistication

•

Inclusive excellence

•

Just World for All resources

•

Alignment of human and financial resources with these priorities.

Each of these priorities is a response to one of the threats listed above. This is the work of good stewards
trying to maximize the use of our resources for the good of our shared mission.
As I began to prayerfully deliberate whether or not to seek a second term in office, I thought about the work
we had begun to achieve and what the Board had called for. It was important work – nothing short of realigning a denomination toward the future hopes, dreams, and expectations of new generations of leaders in a
rapidly changing world for a mission that continued to matter.
I felt once again the clear tug of the Holy Spirit at my heartstrings, saying, "You are called to finish this
work."
This is the work that for four years, with both joy and toil, I have given myself to fully. It is work that, while
underway, is yet unfinished. As I announced at General Synod, these will be my last four years in office. To
be sure, when I leave this office, the work begun won’t be finished. My hope is that the foundations that will
have been built will be secure enough to sustain a bright and hopeful future hope for my successor.
This is the hardest work I have ever done. And it is among the most rewarding work I have ever done. In the
midst of leading through change, I continue to bear witness to what hasn't changed: your ability to move the
world through love. The creation of the Three Great Loves campaign was less a way of asking the United
Church of Christ to try something new than it was simply a way to remind us of what it is we do so well,
and also call us to do it with reckless abandon in partnership with a Holy Spirit who trusts us, believes in us
and authors our acts of life-changing love all over the world.
I covet your prayers every day, as I lift you all up in prayer every day. None of us do what we do alone or in
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a vacuum. I am sustained daily by your prayers for me and for the Church. And, together, let us continue to
approach God's throne of grace confidently, knowing that a still-speaking, generous God is with us.
I want to thank you for placing your trust in me to serve a second term. I covenant with you to bring my
whole self to this every day. I will do all I can in partnership with the Holy Spirit and through the abiding love
of Jesus to use my gifts to God's greater glory in this undertaking. And I invite you to actively partner with
me in actualizing a vision cast for a just world for all. Your hopes, strategic ideas, and Spirit-fed energy equip
us for – and are essential to – the shared journey.
May the Holy Spirit of the living God and the risen Jesus continue to architect our future, bless us all along
the way as we fulfill Her call to us to love one another as Jesus loved us, and sustain us as we seek to do the
mission for which She birthed us. May what we do change hearts and lives through simple acts of love and
help usher in a just world for all so that God’s vision of Shalom can be felt and seen.
The Rev. John Dorhauer has served as General Minister and President since 2015, when he was elected to his first
term by the 30th General Synod. He was reelected in June 2019 by the 32nd General Synod, which met in Milwaukee.

Warwick Updates...

From the E-Blast
•

Please join us for a time of prayer and reflection every Sunday at 10am in the Fellowship Hall.
For more information please see Nate Masters.

•

We have a new curriculum for the kids starting in the fall and we would love to get volunteers to
facilitate the activities and Bible stories for 2-weeks at a time.
Contact Lynsie McIlhinney for more info.

•

Our next Congregational meeting is set for Sunday Oct. 13

2019 EVA Gospel Extravaganza!

General Theme: Jamaican Jamboree

**The Global Village Comes Together**
Saturday, September 21st
5pm @ Warwick UCC
If you'd like to help with food or decorations, please contact Nate Masters.
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Learning Together ...

Lectionary Readings for August 2019
August 4, 2019

August 18, 2019

August 25, 2019

Eighth Sunday after Pentecost
Hosea 11:1-11
Psalm 107:1-9, 43
Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12-14; 2:18-23
Psalm 49:1-12
Colossians 3:1-11
Luke 12:13-21

Tenth Sunday after Pentecost
Isaiah 5:1-7
Psalm 80:1-2, 8-19
Jeremiah 23:23-29
Psalm 82
Hebrews 11:29-12:2
Luke 12:49-56

Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost
Jeremiah 1:4-10
Psalm 71:1-6
Isaiah 58:9b-14
Psalm 103:1-8
Hebrews 12:18-29
Luke 13:10-17

August 11, 2019
Ninth Sunday after Pentecost
Isaiah 1:1, 10-20
Psalm 50:1-8, 22-23
Genesis 15:1-6
Psalm 33:12-22
Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16
Luke 12:32-40

Praying Together...
Mickey Allen
Anderson Family
Lea Avertin
Mike Barnes
Leon Bates
Kelly Bennett
Nan Bergin
Geraldine Bolden
Trudy Burdge
Larry Burns
Carter Family
Bob Cassidy
+ Bob Christian
Rebekkah Chriscoe
Christensen Family
Carolyn Clayton
Tony Colden

JUNE 2019
Bonnie Cook
Costello Family
Kevin Court
Martha Dunn & Family
Emerson Family
+ Evans’s Family
Yvette Ferguson
+ Fitzgerald Family
Michelle Flores & Family
Celena Forukem
Grant Mansfield
Hal & Marge Gieseking
Hall Family
Pat Grant
Barry Graham
Isaac Gwynne
Dianne Howe

Sandra Ingari
Mike Kelpaul
Cindy Kilgore
Ann Lange
Donna Langston
Heidi & Mike Lord
John Maclean
Linda Mann
Loraine Palmer
Polanco Family
Audrey Noble
Larry Paccone
Ted & Michelle Paccone
+ Kinsey Ryder
Ryan Family
Nancy Simpson
Jean Stockman

Heidi & Shawn Sweeney
Bob Snaz
Jeffrey Spielberger
Gary Takata
Cynthia Thomas
Sedonia Trippel
Donal VonGryffn
Tim Wayman
Meredith White
Wilmath Family
+ Rachel York
Students & Teachers
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