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Resurrecting Hope: An Easter Message

April 16, 2019

| walk through the world, opening myself up to the daily vagaries
of life’s unanticipated joy and sorrows. | find myself grateful for a
faith that orients itself around one foundational belief: resurrec-
tion.

Death did not destroy Jesus. That is my grounding fundament.
Like every disciple of the risen Christ, | hear and take to heart
the words of Paul who wrote that because of Him “we do not
grieve as others who have no hope.” (I Thess. 4.13).

To be sure, we grieve. The simple belief that
death did not contain

Jesus grounds us firmly

We worry.

We fear.

in the horizons
of hope.

We grow anxious.

We are not immune from any of these powerful and life-altering
emotions. In the face of what life can throw our way, we too will
succumb to experiences that mitigate our joy. Death, disease,
hunger, poverty, injustice, fear, warfare, oppression, famine, nat-
ural disaster, climate disruption, political crisis, mass shootings
all have their way with us.

They consume our attention.
They steal our joy.

They strip us of some of the happiness and pleasure that would
otherwise be ours but for the sufferings we endure in their pres-
ence and aftermath.

There is one thing, though, they cannot do: destroy our hope.

The simple belief that death did not contain Jesus grounds us
firmly in the horizons of hope. It is perhaps the singular voca-
tional responsibility of the Church, the Living Body of Christ: to
procure hope in the face of life’s most disruptive and destructive
forces.

Hope calls us to play the long game.

The long game of hope believes that the wars in Yemen and
Syria can end.

The long game of hope believes that peace between Israel and
Palestine can come.

The long game of hope believes that our children and grandchil-
dren will again breathe clean air.

The long game of hope believes that the immigrant and the refu-
gee, the strangers and aliens in our midst, will find a new home
and be greeted with hospitality and freed from the cages they’ve
been placed in.

The long game of hope believes that entire cities in Zimbabwe
and Mozambique and farms in the Midwest destroyed by floods
can be rebuilt.

The long game of hope believes that colonial empires can see
more joy in restoring equity through reparations than in hoard-
ing wealth accumulated on the backs of enslaved black bodies
and displaced indigenous communities.

The long game does not see death as our destiny. It believes that
though suffering may endure for the night, joy cometh in the
morning. Some new dawns may not arrive as early as others, but
we do not lose hope that new dawns are ever before us.

This is where my Easter joy is found: the orientation of hope. It
is found in the beating heart of every disciple of Jesus who, once
again, will rehearse the remarkable story of his rising from the
dead. The miracle of hope in the heart is my Easter joy.

May it be yours as well.

o

John C. Dorhauer
General Minister and President UCC
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Due by MAY 28!




Warwick Updates...

Pastor’s Corner

My Dear Warwickians,

I am so grateful for my time for you and so honored by our time together
this past Sunday. It has been such an honor to 'equip you for good works'
with my colleagues, James and Rudy and with you the congregants of this
amazing church. I will always hold you in my heart with deep affection.

Our mailing address is 12201 Stonebridge Lane, Apartment 103, Chester,
Virginia 23836. When Kathy retires in June, we will be relocating to the
Danville area, to be close to family and do the work of Camp Selah.

As always, I covet your prayers and promise you mine.

Grace Always,
Sallye




Warwick Updates...

Calendar of Events

Thu. May 2

Sun. May 5

Wed. May 8
Thu. May 9

Sun. May 12

Tue. May 14
Thu. May 16
Sun. May 19
Tue. May 21
Wed. May 22
Thu. May 23

Sun. May 26

Mon. May 27
Tue. May 28

Thu. May 30

7:30pm — 8:45pm Choir Rehearsal

May

9:00am — 9:30am Children's PoP Mtg
11:00am — 12:00pm  Worship: “Lord, You Know”

10:30am — 12:30pm Women's Study Circle - Smithfield Station

7:30pm — 8:45pm Choir Rehearsal

Mother’s Day

10:00am — 12:00pm WONDERLAND: Older Kids @ 10 AM, Younger Kids @ 11 AM
11:00am — 12:00pm Worship: “Following the Shepherd”

24 Hours Give Local 757

7:30pm — 8:45pm Choir Rehearsal

11:00am — 12:00pm Worship: “Make No Distinction”

6:00pm — 7:00pm Adult Supper Club

ST SAVETHEDATE!

7:30pm — 8:45pm Choir Rehearsal

Hampton Roads 6th Annual Giving Day
10:00am — 12:00pm WONDERLAND:

Older Kids @ 10 AM,
Younger Kids @ 11 AM

11:00am — 12:00pm Worship: “The Peace of Christ” g Ive *
Memorial Day L |
10:00pm Deadline for CONTACT submissions Oca

7:30pm — 8:45pm Choir Rehearsal

Be sure to check out the new calendar format on the website! 24 Hours to GIVE where they LIVE!

. www.givelocal757.org / #givelocall57
www.warwickucc.com




Warwick Updates. . .

Women’s Study Circle Book Club

The Women’s Study Circle will fellowship Book Club is discussing
and eat lunch at the Smithfield Station on Small, Great Things
May 8th at 11:30 am. We plan to leave by Jodi Picoult
from the church at 10:30 and stop to pick on May 22, at 11 a.m.
up Priscilla Jones on the way. If you would
like to join us, please call Sue Howell (757 - B .- —
508-2610) ASAP in order to reserve a I . . B
Space. ®1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER
Jodi
------------- Picoult
- small great
1 i ll n S lh]ngq

Mission Updates. . .

THRIVE Aims to Raise $10,000 on May 14th

For the third year in a row, THRIVE will participate in Hampton
Road’s annual online giving day, Give Local 757, orchestrated by

the Peninsula Community Foundation. Ive
This year’s event will be held on Tuesday, May 14th from mid-

night to midnight. Funds raised will be used to prevent eviction

and utility cut-off for Peninsula residents facing financial uncer-

tainty. In the last 2 years, THRIVE has won $1,514 worth of cash

prizes through this event, on top of donations.

A special event will be held at THRIVE on May Ist from '
8:30am—11am to facilitate early giving, social media sharing, ®
and strategic giving to win cash prizes. If you’d like to attend,
RSVP to angela@thrivepeninsula.org.



mailto:angela@thrivepeninsula.org?subject=Give%20Local%20Event%20on%20May%201st

Mission Fundraiser

www.tretfure.com

Tret Fure in Concert

A Free Concert to Benefit
THRIVE
Friday, May 10 - 7 PM

Hilton Christian Church

100 James River Drive
Newport News
(in the community room)
All donations will go to THRIVE
Doors open at 6:30



Warwick Updates. . .

A Message From Rev. James

Dear Friends,

It is my great joy to let you know that Warwick UCC is a 2019 recipient of
the Calvin Institute of Christian Worship's Vital Worship Grant. We are one
of five UCC churches receiving a grant this year. These grants are designed to
deepen congregations' understanding of worship and to strengthen the way we
worship. Our project for this grant is called "Behold the Beauty of the Lord:
Integrating the Arts Into Worship." The Liturgy & the Arts POP will be work-

ing on this project throughout the year "to fully integrate the arts in the worship life of the church through col-
laboration among liturgists, musicians, and visual artists, in order to express and embody the attributes of God
and the identity of worshipers’ as God’s beloved people." Throughout Lent and Easter you have no doubt ex-
perienced the richness of the arts in worship at Warwick - the choir's beautiful Easter cantata, the wonderful
banners, empty tomb, and risen Christ created by Lynda G., Sue Howell, Liz Wilson, Linda Manning, and
others, innovative music composed by Nate Masters, and more. The work of this project will be to integrate
all of these art forms and more into a unified whole, to draw us deeper into our experience of God in worship.
I look forward to sharing more details in the coming days about this exciting opportunity. A 4
-

Grace and Peace, ° ®
Rev. James Rt

Geed News

Please read the article on the following page, taken from https://worship.calvin.edu/resources/resource-

library/vital-worship-grants-awarded-for-2019-by-the-calvin-institute-of-christian-worship/

GIVE MAY
m 14th

0Cd
& '{”«"‘:{;"72" PENINSULA Midnight tO Midnight

=



https://worship.calvin.edu/resources/resource-library/vital-worship-grants-awarded-for-2019-by-the-calvin-institute-of-christian-worship/
https://worship.calvin.edu/resources/resource-library/vital-worship-grants-awarded-for-2019-by-the-calvin-institute-of-christian-worship/

Vital Worsh;p Grants Program 2019

—— R

Worshiping Communities awarded Vital Worship Grants for
2019 by the Calvin Institute of Christian Worship

The Calvin Institute of Christian Worship announced today that it will fund 51 Vital Worship Grants pro-
jects to Worshiping Communities for 2019-2020 as part of its Vital Worship Grants Program.

These projects have a variety of emphases—visual arts, storytelling, multicultural worship, digital media,
the Lord’s Supper, and more—but have as a common purpose a desire to both deepen people’s under-
standing of worship and strengthen practices of public worship and faith formation.

Kathy Smith, leader of the Vital Worship Grants Team, said, “We are delighted to join with another group
of churches, schools and organizations to learn about and engage in new practices of worship. We were
grateful for a large number of excellent proposals and are eager to facilitate their learning and ours, re-
garding worship across North America.”

This year’s recipients include 34 congregations, three elementary and/or secondary schools, two colleg-
es and universities, three seminaries, and nine other groups, including five church collaboratives, two
parachurch disability ministries, a military ministry, and a storytelling ministry. They also represent 23
different Christian denominations, 22 states and two Canadian provinces.

Each grant (ranging from $7,000 to $18,000) will fund a year-long project beginning in June that pro-
motes vital worship and faith formation. John Witvliet, director of the CICW, believes that the 2019 pro-
jects will help the Worship Institute in its goals to enhance the scholarly study of Christian worship and
the renewal of worshiping communities across North America and beyond.

“‘We learn a tremendous amount from these programs,” he said. “We look forward to sharing insights
from these projects with a larger audience in our future programming over the next several years."

This June, project directors and representatives of all 51 grants will gather on Calvin’s campus to dia-
logue not only with CICW staff, but also with 14 recipients of new grants to Teacher-Scholars as well as
recipients the 2018 Worshiping Communities grants, who will come to campus to share the results of
their year-long projects at a poster session that is open to the public (5:00-6:30 p.m., Wednesday, June
26, 2019).

“The grants event is always an energizing time of conversation and sharing stories,” said Smith. “Every
year, some attendees are inspired to write their own proposals for new grant projects. We look forward
to receiving those applications for the next round of grants” (due January 10, 2020).

Since it began in the year 2000, the Vital Worship Grants Program has now awarded 887 grants to
churches, schools and organizations across North America for projects that generate thoughtfulness
and energy for public worship and faith formation at the local, grass-roots level. An advisory board of
pastors and teachers from a variety of backgrounds assists in the grant selections, and the program is
generously supported by Indianapolis-based Lilly Endowment Inc. Founded in 1937, the Endowment’s
major areas of programming are religion, education, and community development.

For more information on the grants program, including a complete list of this year’s grants recipients,
please see worship.calvin.edu/grants.

Published: April 29, 2019


https://worship.calvin.edu/grants/past.html?search=&submit=Go&type=Worshiping+Communities&category=&year=2019&state=

Warwick Family ...

Photos by Suzanne Howell
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Learning Together ...

Lectionary Readings for May 2019

May 5, 2019

Third Sunday of Easter
*Acts 9:1-6, (7-20)
Psalm 30

Revelation 5:11-14
John 21:1-19

May 12, 2019

Fourth Sunday of Easter
*Acts 9:36-43

Psalm 23

Revelation 7:9-17

John 10:22-30

* During Eastertide a reading from Acts is often substituted for the lesson from
the Hebrew Bible. On the Day of Pentecost, if the Old Testament passage from
Genesis is chosen for the first reading, the passage from Acts is used as the sec-

ond reading.

May 19, 2019

Fifth Sunday of Easter

*Acts 11:1-18
Psalm 148
Revelation 21:1-6
John 13:31-35

May 26, 2019

Sixth Sunday of Easter

*Acts 16:9-15
Psalm 67

Revelation 21:10, 22-22:5
John 14:23-29 -or- John 5:1-9

Praying Together... MARCH 2019

Mickey Allen
Anderson Family
Lea Avertin
Mike Barnes
Leon Bates
Kelly Bennett
Nan Bergin
Geraldine Bolden
Trudy Burdge
Larry Burns
Carter Family
+ Cassell Family
Bob Christian
Rebekkah Chriscoe
+ Christensen Family
Carolyn Clayton
Tony Colden
Bonnie Cook
Costello Family

Kevin Court
Martha Dunn & Family
Emerson Family
Evans’s Family
+ Yvette Ferguson
+ Fitzgerald Family
Michelle Flores & Fami-
ly
Celena Forukem
Gloria Franklin
Dr. Bruce Kauder
Grant Mansfield
Hal & Marge Gieseking
Terry Sam-Garris
Pat Grant
Barry Graham
Hall Family
Dianne Howe
Sandra Ingari

Mike Kelpaul
Cindy Kilgore

Ann Lange

Donna Langston
Heidi & Mike Lord
John Maclean
Nancy Mayle
Linda Mann

The Methodists
Loraine Palmer
Polanco Family
Audrey Noble
Larry Paccone

Ted & Michelle Paccone
Katie Ryder

+ Ryan Family

Jesse Saunders
Gail Sears
Nancy Simpson

Elizabeth Sunderland
Jean Stockman
Heidi & Shawn
Sweeney
Bob Snaz
Jason Spielberger
Jeffrey Spielberger
Gary Takata
Cynthia Thomas
Sedonia Trippel
Donal VonGryftn
Tim Wayman
Meredith White
Rachel York
+ Students & Teachers
+ Wilmath Family
Winter Family

1



