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' Lately, Downers Grove resident Phyllis

Koehn, has been qucted in newspapers, ap-

peared on television and featured onradio, .
. And her phore is still hopping off the hook.
_ When Koehn was 20 years [T ey
- old, she began a trip towardg |
~fame - in_ the All-American:
. Girls Professional Baseball
 Little did she know thal the
- early tastes of stardom would |
' pever comparg to what would: 3
. happen 40-plus years later.  orra
- A League of Their OGwn,”a {70
“movie about the league, has | g
~ opened the eyes of thuse wWhir fq .4 1
never knew of its suistence [psci%
and the door {o the meniones
of those who were involved,
“1"11 tell you something,” said Koehn, whose
last name is pronounced ‘‘cane.” “‘It’s crazy. My
phone hasn’t stopped ringing. We didn’t get &

whole lot of attention uniil thiz movie came out,

Everybody wants to know about the league
SINOW R R R L _
~* The league ran from 1943 to *54 and has finally

been brought {¢ immortalization by a bex-cffice

 smash starring Madonna and Geena Davis.

. “It’s not a decumentary,’’ Koehn said. “‘But it

_gives you 2 pretty good idea of how things were.”

Koehn, known as “‘Sugar’’ on the ball field,

spent seven seasons with the Kenosha Comeis,
one of the four original teams to play in the

league. And all this came through a way to kill

time. o . -
“l think ali of us who ﬁi_a}*ed in the All-

Deadlines: Noon Monday for Wed

e e b et LD

. ‘We didn’t get a whe
had Rt e Ty s o "~ bench. 1 had never seen that big of a smile on CoeERReE .,
out, Everybody wanis foknow  nisitane). e camé ap tome, put is hand on | 5K

 about the league now.”

nesday paper, noon {
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_ American,” she said, “grew up in _.a_rfei-ghbor-:
hood were it was ail boys and played right with

them. Il was either play baseball, football or
whatever was in season or you didn’t do any-
thing. Youlearned toplayball.” "

~ Before the league, Koehn, 69, plés*éd f:jr_ _th_e'
Kennedy Dairy team, which won stale softball
. championships in 1938 and 1941 ir} Wi_sr;m;sin* |

- i e a
e e =

g professional baseballl

 fielder i_ﬁ!fhé‘iﬁ_i{is and 30s) séid, .‘Th;ét’}l gnsi jr{}u :_
five.’ But that's not theend of thestory.. =

“in Kenoshz, the wall down the line was separated |
‘in certain places. The ball was hit foul and 1
started afterit. I ran as hard as I could and when
I went through a "'-segara’ti@_n,‘ my spikes hif

R — e o

i e el

lelotof .=

5 Phyllis Koehn
_ Ex-professioncl baseball player

i

| ‘a ' 3*: time of life,” she said.
- “Then my father told me about a professional

baseball league he read in the paper. My father
thought 1 was the best player to ever walk the
planet, so he wanted me to go down (to Chicago)

foratryout.” .

On May 1, 1943, Koehn and the other league
hopefuls gathered at Wrigley Field and went
through a ‘‘grueling’’ tryout. 3 e

‘1 thought it was great,” she said. ‘1 was

offered $60 a week in my first confract.”’

Then her life as a professional athiete begm_-_ ) yO! , i34

P Mranan e o Cubis 8 she ER1G aS she poppeﬁ gpen a {aree-incn
scrapbook with chippings of the game results.
“That’s a hittle gab."_ AL TR "

and so did the mmemories.

ssSomething that's funny is when X was {ined 4
“One . time, 1
‘missed a bunt sign and hit a double. The next gici

couple of times,”’ Koehn said.

kS

uptobatgotahilandasiwas rounding taira cur

coach (Marty McManus, a major leagce in-

Holding chairs, s it it i e s o
~* *] wound up sitling on the ground, with my |
~arm in the air and the bail in my glove. The {

{McManus). He came up to me, put hishandon | _svelSlGealr = 7 il
MY 'Shﬁﬁl;ﬁﬂ_‘aﬂﬁf$3iﬂ,- ‘Forget about the five | & & 0. e o | |
' bucks from yesterday.”” - B T S

. school was

first teams to play under the lights iv Wrigley
- FieldonJuly 1, 1843, By
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““The next day I was in left field and at th

e park |

concrete and I went tlying. And so did a few | .

erowd went crazy. When I went back fo the . .

" The league’s daily routine of attending charm |N€ e
rirayed in the movie. e e e
1t wasn't as bad as the girls in the movie | . T gestloiies
made it,” said Koehn, an outfielder/pitcher. iy et
“They wanted us to be feminine. 1 think most of i
us knew how to get up from the chair and what
fork to use. Every morning, we’d go to practice |
and have our hair in rollers. Youhad to be proud "
to be a part of this. It really was something
specitil i 0t i et
“We liked evervthing about the ieague.”
- Koehn is quick to prove that the league had the

R——

Downers Grove resident Phﬁ!is Koehn in her
playing days for the Kenosha Comets of the

League.
] oy
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 “What do you have to say about this, Chicago
years s be honored as they should, but now
Koehn has a calendar booked with days marked
{or interviews and publicity event. | ik
 Allexceptforafew. i
“Nobody gets my golf days.'" she said. proving
the always active lifestyle of a true athlete.

1y 1938, the league was given a place in the
Baseball Hal! of Fame, And they have a motion
picture dedicated to that special era of American
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All-Americun  Girls ¥Professional Baseball

“FH fook the “First Ladies of baseball” over 30
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O'Connell, Editor, 579-4223°



