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From bombing Iran and raiding Venezuela to ordering military-style 

enforcement actions in Chicago, Minneapolis and other Democratic cities, 

President Donald Trump has dominated the news cycle and our attention. 

While we have been distracted, we have been building up to an even deadlier 

consequence: the gutting of Medicaid, the health care program for the poor, 

contained in the One Big Beautiful Bill Act. This policy will destroy the lives of 

the people I serve on the South Side of Chicago while preserving tax cuts for 

the wealthy. 

Nearly $1 trillion is being cut from federal Medicaid funding, according to the 

Congressional Budget Office. According to Gov.JS Pritzker's office, Illinois 

stands to lose about $52 __ billion __ i_n __ Medicaid_funds over the next 1 O years. 

The bill, which was passed last summer, is the single most destructive piece of 

health care legislation I've seen in my lifetime. My fear is that Democrats in 

Springfield will feel they have no choice but to respond to the Trump 

administration's policies with deep cuts of their own to state funding for 

safety net hospitals across Chicago and Illinois. 

That is not the kind of bipartisanship we need. 

Rather than rallying to the cause of health care for the poor, a nonprofit 

backed by the foundation of a wealthy investor has promoted a plan called 

the "Safety Net Moonshot Initiative" to Springfield policymakers, including key 

lawmakers and the governor's office. In presentations the proponents have 

made to elite civic groups, the moonshot initiative declares that the city's 

hospital-centric infrastructure must be shrunk and proposes Illinois defund 

the safety net hospitals, which literally hold together the Chicago 

communities they serve, in favor of building light, acute care hospitals and 

outpatient centers. 

It all sounds good over a Caesar salad and a pinot grigio, but in practice, the 

moonshot is a kill shot to the most vulnerable Black and brown patients in 

our most marginalized communities. 
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