M Gma" Michael Shannon <michaeldeshannon@gmail.com>

Conflicts, crises remind us why we need the UN
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UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres made a high-stakes visit to Moscow this week as a
“messenger of peace” with a clear objective: help people caught in the conflict.

His visit comes as the UN has been moving fast to help an unprecedented number of people in need
of humanitarian assistance. In Ukraine alone, the UN has reached 3.4 million people with emergency
food, water, shelter, and medical assistance.

At the same time, the UN has not let up its efforts to address other looming crises that demand urgent
attention — from massive economic stress in developing countries to increasing numbers of disasters
worldwide.



The fact is, the UN is the only body capable of responding at the pace and scale that today’s conflicts
and crises demand. It’s still the only place on Earth where every country and every person has a
voice, and where world leaders from all 193 Member States can come together to work out their
differences and find common ground. It's an essential platform for fostering the cooperation we need
to overcome our shared challenges.

But UN leaders have been clearer than ever before: it's time for a reset on global cooperation and
renewed commitment to the common cause of peace. As Secretary-General Antonio Guterres said,
while calling for the values of multilateralism to be kept alive: “The sooner peace is established, the
better — for the sake of Ukraine, Russia, and for the world.”
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FROM OUR EXPERTS...

When conflict and climate change collide, food security suffers:

The war in Ukraine is triggering a global food crisis with potentially catastrophic consequences for the
most vulnerable — and climate change is making the situation much worse. Our climate expert Ryan
Hobert unpacks the shocks, risks, and solutions in Climate Home News. Learn more>>

How climate change is harming our health: The connection between our natural environment and
well-being is so strong that the World Health Organization has called climate change “the single
biggest health threat facing humanity.” Our global health expert explains what a warming climate
means for us. Get up to speed>>

Gender disrimination is enshrined in law — that needs to change: Girls and women won'’t be
#EqualEverywhere until we confront the sexist laws, policies, and norms that still exist in every place



and part of life. Our Vice President for Girls and Women Strategy Michelle Milford Morse broke it
down for PBS NewsHour. Watch the full interview>>

How the U.S. is faring on the SDGs: The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) provide a
framework for tracking progress across key U.S. priorities, but are they being fully utilized? The UN
Foundation partnered with the Brookings Institution to find out. Dive into the new report>>
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