Honorable Mention- “Brother Franklin Award” – 2005-06-11-13

November 2017

The Valley of Philadelphia welcomes the Valley of Chicago!
Friday, November 17, 2017

My
My Dear Brethren:

Hello Brethren:

We welcome the Officers, Members and Fall Class of the Valley of
On Friday November 17, we will participate in a historic venture between
Chicago into the friendly confines of Gothic Hall this month. Speaking as
our Valley and the Valley of Chicago. Many of their members along with
a member of the planning committee for this historic event, I am very
their ladies will travel to Philadelphia to be a part of a joint rendezvous.
excited to be a part of this unique Scottish Rite gathering.
The Valley of Chicago will the 19° and our Valley will present the 32°. It
I hope you are as well; but, this is going to be an evening in which we’ve
promises to be a very interesting and fun filled night, so please attend if
already been told to expect many visitors and not just from the Valley of
you can.
Chicago. Other Pennsylvania Valleys have expressed interest in
attending. I have already informed those Brethren that while they are
The class this Fall is named in honor of Illustrious Mark A. Haines, 33°,
definitely welcome to visit with us; priority as far as meals and seating
Right Worshipful Grand Secretary. Our Grand Secretary is a great
will go to Valley of Philadelphia and Chicago Brethren first. Depending
Mason, an asset to our fraternity, and a long-standing friend of the Valley
on many we have attending; we might have to use both the Grand
of Philadelphia. I look forward to having him attend and to his address to
Banquet Room and the Lower Level Banquet Room to accommodate
the new class and our members.
everyone. Wouldn’t that be something to see?
Our Feast of Tishri took place on Friday, October 6 and the affair was
But I ask each of you to please be cooperative. I need all of you who plan
well attended and all could enjoy hearing from our guest speaker,
to attend, that you get your dinner reservations in by the deadline, which
Illustrious Thomas Gamon IV, 33°, Right Worshipful Senior Grand
will be, Thursday, November 9, 2017. It would really be helpful to me
Warden, who spoke on leadership and membership within the fraternity.
if you would be able to get in before the deadline, please try to do that if
at all possible. Proper counts and planning will imperative to success!
Our Holiday Party will be held on Saturday, December 2, 2017, at
Cannstattters, 9130 Academy Road, in Northeast Philly. Please make
I would like to offer my sincere congratulations to our Class Honoree, Ill.
plans to attend and get your reservations into our Valley Office.
Mark A. Haines, 33°, Right Worshipful Grand Secretary of our Grand
Lodge. I see Bro. Mark in the hallways here at the Temple quite often
I look forward to seeing you all very soon.
and he always has a smile and positive greeting. He’s the type of Mason
that many should aspire to be. I’m very happy to see our Valley honor
Take care and stay safe.
him this way.
Sincerely and fraternally,

I want to take a moment and thank all of the Brethren who purchased
tickets to our second Feast of Tishri. I had a fantastic evening and hope
you did as well. If you haven’t been to one yet, please consider joining
with us next year. You’ll be glad you did.

Jeffrey S. Greene, 33°

Hey, if you haven’t sent in your ticket order for the Valley’s Holiday
Party yet, it will be here before you know it; so don’t delay! We always
have a great time and it’s nice to have an enjoyable evening during the
hustle and bustle of the Holiday Season. Get your ticket order in and join
us for what will no doubt be another ‘fun-tastic’ Valley event.
Well, it’s that time of year again. On behalf of Lady Gina and our family,
which includes, now, Brother Samuel J. Morrison, 32°, I’d like wish each
of you and your families, a warm and family-filled Thanksgiving, a very
Merry Christmas, the Happiest of Hanukkahs and all the best in the
coming New Year! And as November is also the month for Veterans
Day; to my fellow Vets, Thank You for Your Service!
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Ladies of the Valley

Meeting Notice
Friday, November 17, 2017
Ladies:

I hope you are flushed with success after our
October get together. You never know who or
what might be on hand to keep us occupied
while the guys go upstairs!
The November reunion will be a special one with visitors from the
Windy City joining us as part of their tour of some Philadelphia’s most
historic sites. We will be joined by the Chicago Valley members and their
ladies during dinner and after dinner we will have an opportunity to meet
the ladies and settle in for our own evening of historical stories as we
make memories for our guests and ourselves. Don’t miss this one of a
kind evening.

Benjamin Franklin – Oriental Consistory, 32°
Joint Rendezvous
Ill. Jeffrey S. Greene, 33°, Commander-in Chief

This will surely be a matchless evening but we hope each of the coming
reunions will have a unique and intriguing occasion to draw us together.
Please let me know if you have any suggestions for presentations,
entertainment, and activities that you want to share with our growing
group of friends. It is really great to hear the reminiscences of our tours
of the Masonic Temple or how good it was to host Eleanor Roosevelt for
the evening. There is no end to the possibilities ahead of us and the more
unexpected, the better!

The Evening’s Agenda
6:00 P.M. –Dinner in the Grand Banquet Room
7:15-P.M. – Candidate Orientation in the Benjamin Franklin Room

Fall Rendezvous
7:30 P.M. – Open Benjamin Franklin Consistory, 32°
Maureen Greene
7:35 P.M. – Reception of Dignitaries and Distinguished Visitors
President
8:00 P.M. – Presentation of the 19°, Brothers of the Trail by Oriental
Consistory, Valley of Chicago
9:00 P.M. – Presentation of the 32°, Sublime Prince of the Royal
Secret
10: 30 P.M. – Close Benjamin Franklin Consistory, 32°
All times are approximate

Parking
Remember Brethren: The parking validations sold at our Reunion
meetings are for the Convention Center Parking Facility, 1324 Arch
Street only. The validations are active from 3:00 P.M. until midnight.

Dinner Menu
Served Buffet Style
Tossed Traditional Caesar Salad
Grilled Flank Steak with Corn relish
Boneless Breast of Chicken in Gravy
Baked Ziti
Roasted Red Bliss Potatoes
Chef’s choice vegetable
Pound Cake

$20 per person
Thank you for making your reservation by the Thursday, November 9 th
deadline. Reservations can be made by mail, by call 215-563-1814, by
email to valleyofphiladelphia@outlook.com or on the Valley’s
Facebook group, ‘Valley of Philadelphia, Ancient Accepted Scottish
Rite-Members Only!’ Recommenders, please be sure that your
Candidate has made a reservation. No reservations accepted after the
deadline! No Exceptions!
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Feast of Tishri 2017
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Abbott Scottish Rite Scholarship

Thank You Brethren!

Now is the time to apply for the Abbott Scottish Rite Scholarship. This
general scholarship is available to Scottish Rite Masons of the Northern
Masonic Jurisdiction, a child of a Scottish Rite Mason of the Northern
Masonic Jurisdiction, who is a high school senior or currently enrolled at
an accredited college or university, who as attained a minimum grade
point average of 2.75 on a 4.0 scale, a member of DeMolay, Rainbow or
Job’s Daughters in the Northern Masonic Jurisdiction who is a high
school senior or currently enrolled at an accredited college or university,
who has attained minimum grade point average of 2.75 on a 4.0 scale.

The following Brethren are thanked for their contributions to our
Valley’s three funds: Almoner, Equipment and the Learning Center
Endowment; when they paid their Valley dues.
This is the updated list since the October issue of The Double Eagle.
Any incoming donations will be recognized in future issues.

Almoner Fund
Norman J. Castor, 32°
Russell B. Combs, 32° MSA
Individual scholarships are limited to funds available from donations to Ill. John Lanckowski, 33°
the annual Blue Envelope Appeal.
Anthony J. Nunno, 32°
J. Brian Wilkerson, 32°
Applications must be obtained by writing (emails are acceptable) to the
Scottish Rite Office, Masonic Temple, One North Broad Street,
Equipment Fund
Philadelphia, PA 19107-2520, and returned on or before the Monday, Carl D. Giardinelli, 32°
March 26, 2018 deadline in order to be eligible for the 2018-19 Ill. John Lanckowski, 33°
J. Brian Wilkerson, 32°
academic year.

Ill. John K. Young, 33° Fund
Learning Center Endowment
Ill. John Lanckowski, 33°
Frank W. Podrebarac, 32°
J. Brian Wilkerson, 32°
Stanley A. Zaslavsky, 32°

Named for the late Right Worshipful Past Grand Master, Active Emeritus
Member of the Supreme Council and member
of the Valley of Philadelphia, this educational
grant is available to financially deserving
children and grandchildren of Valley of
Philadelphia members, who are entered into
an acceptable law school in the United States.
Students may apply for this grant each year.
Applications for the grant may be obtained
writing (emails are acceptable) to the Scottish
Rite Office. There is no deadline to apply for this grant.

IN MEMORIAM
Donald C. Engel- Spring Class 1968
D
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Fr
88
Frederick
H. Hoffman-Fall Class 1988
R
Robert
J. Massaro-Fall Class 2002
A
73
Augustine
J. Palazzo-Fall Class 1973
William I. Slee-Spring Class 1956
Harry H. Wright-Fall Class 2004

Farewell My Brother
You’ve Gone to Meet Your God
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end of each chapter, the author wraps it up with how to use this tool in
life.
His chapter devoted to the Tyler (The Bouncer at the Door of Your Mind:
The Tyler), is one I found to be one of the better chapters of the book.
Not only does the author explain the Tyler’s role in the Lodge, but you
get a little history of his station in the Lodge, in both the Operative and
the Speculative sense, and then delves into the Allegorical aspect of the
Tyler as a way we can use the
duties of the station of the Tyler in
our daily lives, before wrapping it
up to discuss the Life Application
at the end of the chapter.

Know Thyself: Using the Symbols of Freemasonry
To Improve Your Life - A Book Review

Understanding how you can apply
these teachings to your life is one
of the greatest aspects of this book,
As a Mason, I have found that once we are raised to the Sublime Degree
which is worth the money alone.
of a Master Mason, we immediately acknowledge that we’ve finished
So many times, we gain knowledge
our journey and are now masters of the Craft, our journey has ended,
of the tools, but can’t figure out
and there’s nothing more in Freemasonry to learn. This is something I
how to incorporate them into our
have been looking to change personally, within myself, and throughout
lives, such as the 24 Inch Gauge
the fraternity.
(which is also expertly discussed in
the book). The lessons that are
When I am speaking to the Brethren, I explain to them that once we are
taught are valid, and aren’t some
raised, we finally have the tools need to “Begin” our journey, and that archaic form of practice. These are every day, simple practices that we
we’ve only reached the end of the degrees. With that, learning and can understand as Masons.
studying the tools of our craft become essential to “Becoming a Better
Man.” Too often, Master Masons never look at the Working Tools of the At around 176 pages, this book packs a lot of information into the
Speculative Craft again, which leads to boredom and turnouts that barely reader’s hands, and allows newly made Masons, as well as seasoned
fill the chairs anymore.
Masons, opportunities to go back and re-evaluate the way we use the
tools in our daily life. This is a truly essential book for every Mason, and
I hope that everyone takes the opportunity to purchase this book and not
only read it, but take the steps to bring these tools into your lives as they
were give to us at every new step we took towards our journey.

I have seen all too much, that when we raise a Mason, we tell them that
this is as far as they can go in Masonry, and that they’ve completed the
three degrees needed, when in fact, that is the farthest from the truth.
Hopefully we can start to turn the tides on this, and bring members back
through education and discussion.

Know Thyself: Using the Symbols of Freemasonry to Improve Your
Life, is available in paperback from Amazon for $22.95

This where Know Thyself becomes a must read for every Mason. It
allows us to re-explore our obligations to better ourselves in life, as a
Mason, as a Husband, as a Father and as a Man. When I heard about this
book on some of the podcasts I listen to, I immediately ordered it, and I
am glad I did.

DeJoinville Council Community Service Project

Join our Sovereign Prince, Bro. Yasser Al-Khatib and the other Officers
Know Thyself, by Brother Michael Schiavello, is a book that every newly of DeJoinville Council, Princes of Jerusalem, 16° as they do something
raised Mason should be required to read. Know Thyself takes a look at the great in the community and represent the Valley of Philadelphia and
many tools we are taught to use as Accepted Masons, and given an easy Scottish Rite Freemasonry.
to understand breakdown of how Mason’s should be using them in their
Bro. Yasser and the other Princes and Satraps will be volunteering at the
lives.
Aid for Friends event on Saturday, 11 November at 12271 Townsend
Bro. Schiavello’s book makes the reader think about what they’ve gone Road, Philadelphia, PA 19154-1204. The program begins at 10AM,
through as they were Entered, Passed and Raised, while revisiting the volunteers are asked to be there by 9:30 for orientation. The event ends at
tools, images and understandings of Freemasons, such as The Apron, The 1PM.
Cable tow, The Common Gavel, etc. . .by revealing the symbolism
If you’re interested and available, please send an email to:
behind the tools and more.
yasser_kb@hotmail.com to give our Sovereign Prince an idea how many
The book doesn’t just shine a light on the Working Tools, but also on the Brothers to expect.
iconography and lesser known tools that exist within our workings, such
as the Beehive, the Pencil, the Skull and Bones and so much more. At the Thank you for your kind consideration of this new Valley initiative.
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Share in the Spirit of the Holiday Season with your
Valley of Philadelphia Family

Historic Joint Reunion!

Valley Holiday Party
6 to 10 P.M.
Saturday, December 2, 2017
At the Cannstatter Volksfest Verein
n
9130 Academy Road, Philadelphia, PA 19114

Featuring the presentations of the
The evening begins with a complimentary two drink Social Hour
featuring hors d’oeuvres at 6PM with a buffet dinner and cash bar
beginning at 7PM. DJ music will provide the background for the
evening and if you want to ‘jingle bell rock’ the dance floor after
dinner. The party will conclude at 10PM.

Brothers of the Trail, 19°
By a Cast from the Valley of Chicago

No tickets will be sold at the door! Tickets must be purchased in
advance from the Scottish Rite Office. The cost per person is $35. Make
your check payable to ‘Scottish Rite Bodies’ and send it to the Scottish
Rite Office, Masonic Temple, One North Broad Street, Philadelphia,
PA 19107-2520.
We hope to see you and your significant other there!

Sublime Prince of the Royal Secret, 32°
Presented by our own Benjamin Franklin Consistory, 32°
Ill. Bro. Morrison: Please reserve ___dinners in my name for the Fall Ill. Bro. Morrison: Please send me ___tickets to the Valley’s Holiday
Rendezvous on Friday, November 17th. My check made payable to Party at the Cannstatter on Saturday, December 2, 2017. My check
‘Scottish Rite Bodies,’ in the amount of $___ is enclosed.
in the amount of $___ made payable to ‘Scottish Rite Bodies is
enclosed.

NAME_____________________________________________
NAME_______________________________________________
TELEPHONE_______________________________________
TELEPHONE________________________________________
EMAIL_____________________________________________
EMAIL_____________________________________________
Complete and mail promptly to:
Complete and mail promptly to:
Scottish Rite Office, Masonic Temple
One North Broad Street, Philadelphia, PA 19107

Scottish Rite Office, Masonic Temple
One North Broad Street, Philadelphia, PA 19107-2520
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gÉâv{ Éy VÄtáá cÜÉÅÉà|ÉÇá? LLC
Your Ultimate Source for Promotional Products & Masonic Gifts

Do you need Lodge gifts, birthday or visitor gifts, Officer appreciation, Wardens night or Ladies gifts?
If so, Touch of Class Promotions can help you find just about anything. The Valley of Philadelphia logo or
any Masonic organization logo can be imprint on any promotional product.
If help is needed with graphic design, Touch of Class Promotions can help with that too.

Dont miss out on the Valley of Philadelphia Polo Shirts and so much more!

Go to www.tocpromotions.com and click the Masonic Products tab at the top of the screen.
The shirts are available in XS - 4XL. White, Black, Grey & Royal Blue, with or without a pocket.
XS- XL - $35.00 2XL - $36.00

3XL - $37.00

4XL - $39.00

Custom orders are available, Contact tammy@tocpromotions.com

32nd Degree

33rd Degree

gÉâv{ Éy VÄtáá cÜÉÅÉà|ÉÇá, LLC
532 Old Marlton Pike, 196 Marlton, NJ 08053
tammy@tocpromotions.com www.tocpromotions.com

The Valley’s most popular Family Life event is
back for 2017!

The Valley of Philadelphia joins Nova Nation
This March!
Villanova Wildcats
Vs
Georgetown Hoyas
In Big East NCAA Basketball Action!

You pick the date you want to go!
Check the Park’s website at
www.hersheypark.com or call 1-800-242-4236
For available dates and times

4:30 P.M. Saturday, March 3, 2018
At the Wells Fargo Center
3601 South Broad Street, Philadelphia, PA

Cost Per Person
Tickets are $12 per person. This event is subsidized for you and your Bring your family and enjoy this afternoon of exciting Big East
family (spouses, children and grandchildren) by your Valley. These Conference college basketball! We have a limited number of tickets
tickets are sold on a first come, first sold basis. Once they’re gone, available for the game. So, these tickets are first come, first served.
they’re gone.
As always, your Valley subsidizes a portion of your Family Life event
ticket price for you and your family’s use. We define family as: you,
your spouse, your children or your grandchildren. We ask that you
respect this Valley policy when purchasing tickets to this or any of our
Family Life events.

You Pick the Date That Works Best For Your Family
These tickets are good for any date during the promotion. You pick the
day you and your family prefers to go. Some dates have different times
regarding the Park opening and closing. To be sure of when and how
long the Park will be open, check with the Park or their website The cost per person is $10. Make your check payable to ‘Scottish Rite
Bodies’ and send it to the Scottish Rite Office, Masonic Temple, One
regarding the date you plan to go.
North Broad Street, Philadelphia, PA 19107-2520

Happy Holidays!
Ill. Bro. Morrison: Please find enclosed my check made payable to Ill. Bro. Morrison: Please find enclosed my check made payable to
‘Scottish Rite Bodies’ in the amount of $____for ___tickets to the ‘Scottish Rite Bodies’ in the amount of $_____for _____tickets to the
Villanova vs. Georgetown game.
Hershey Park Christmas Candylane Family Life event.

NAME______________________________________________

NAME______________________________________________

TELEPHONE_______________________________________

TELEPHONE_______________________________________

EMAIL_____________________________________________

EMAIL______________________________________________

Complete and mail promptly to:
Scottish Rite Office, Masonic Temple
One North Broad Street
Philadelphia, PA 19107-2520

Complete and mail promptly to:
Scottish Rite Office, Masonic Temple
One North Broad Street
Philadelphia, PA 19107-2520
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WEST LAUREL HILL
One Call To One Place – For Everything

We’re Unique! Come Out & See Why!
Just like the unique grounds at West Laurel Hill, our Cemetery
and Funeral Home staff are dedicated to providing unique and
customized services for all families.
610.668.9900
www.WestLaurelHill.com
225 Belmont Avenue | Bala Cynwyd, PA 19004
William A.Sickel, F.D., Supervisor, West Laurel Hill Funeral Home, Inc.
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The Valley of Philadelphia
Scottish Rite Office
Masonic Temple
One North Broad Street
Philadelphia, PA 19107-2520
215-563-1814
866-834-3432
www.philascottishrite.org
valleyofphiladelphia@outlook.com
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Ill. Jeffrey S. Greene, 33° , Chairman
Ill. Gerard R. Sealy, 33°, Vice Chairman
Mitchell D. Landin, 32°, Finance Chairman
Members at Large
Stephen J. Bradley, 32° MSA
Ill. William C. Brown Jr., 33° MSA
Ill. G. Kent Hackney, 33°
Francis J. Lorine III, 32°
Mark J. O’Fee, 32°
PRESIDING OFFICERS
THRICE POTENT MASTER
Ill. Michael D. McKee, 33°
SOVEREIGN PRINCE
Yasser A. Al-Khatib, 32° MSA
MOST WISE MASTER
Jon S. Solheim, 32°
COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF
Ill. Jeffrey S. Greene, 33°
SECRETARY
Ill. Steven A. Morrison, 33°
TREASURER
Ill. Frank Weckenman, 33° MSA
TREASURER EMERITI
Ill. John H. Platt Jr., 33°
Ill. Spencer S. Butterwick Jr., 33°
HOSPITALER
Norman R. Greene III, 32° MSA
TRUSTEES
Alexander R. Micale, 32°, Chairman
ACTIVE MEMBER OF THE SUPREME COUNCIL
Ill. Robert J. Bateman, 33°, RWPGM

‘We will strive to be a fraternity that fulfills
our Masonic obligation to care for our
members.’
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ANCIENT ACCEPTED
SCOTTISH RITE OF FREEMASONRY
MASONIC TEMPLE
ONE NORTH BROAD STREET
PHILADELPHIA, PA 19107-2520

FIRST CLASS MAIL

ALLEGIANCE
The Bodies of the Scottish Rite sitting in the Valley of
Philadelphia, State of Pennsylvania, acknowledge
and yield allegiance to the Supreme Council, Thirtythird Degree, Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite of
Freemasonry for the Northern Jurisdiction of the
United States of America, whose Grand East is in
Lexington, Massachusetts and whose Officers
include:

ILL:. DAVID A. GLATTLY, 33°
Sovereign Grand Commander

PRESORTED
FIRST CLASS POSTAGE
U.S. POSTAGE PAID
PHILADELPHIA, PA
PERMIT 1222

The Double Eagle
Valley of Philadelphia, A.A.S.R.
IllSteven A. Morrison, 33°, Editor
Unless otherwise stated, The Double Eagle will be
published 6 times per year; March, April, May,
September, October and November. Articles to be
included in The Double Eagle, are always welcome, and
should be typed, or written legibly, signed and dated by
the author with proper credits, if applicable, and sent to
the following address no later than the first day of the
month preceding the month of publication.

ILL:. THOMAS K. STURGEON, 33° RWPGM
Deputy for Pennsylvania

Scottish Rite Bodies
One North Broad Street, Philadelphia, PA 19107-2520
Tel. 215-563-1814 Toll Free: 866-834-3432
valleyofphiladelphia@outlook.com

ILL:. ROBERT J. BATEMAN, 33° RWPGM
Active Member for Pennsylvania
www.scottishritenmj.org
www.pacod.us

www.philascottishrite.org
www.philascottishrite.blogspot.com

