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How	to	fill	ds	261	form.	

	What	is	ds	261.		Ds-261	form	2021	pdf.		Ds	261	fee.		What	is	the	purpose	of	form	ds	261.		

The	first	step	in	this	process	is	to	file	the	family	sponsorship	form	(I-130)	with	USCIS,	along	with	supporting	documents.	The	sponsoring	spouse	will	generally	get	a	receipt	notice	in	the	mail	from	USCIS	within	about	two	weeks.	
Assuming	that	USCIS	has	all	of	the	information	that	it	needs,	they	will	usually	approve	or	deny	this	sponsorship	petition	within	13.5-33	months,	depending	on	your	situation.	When	approved,	USCIS	will	forward	your	paperwork	to	the	National	Visa	Center.Once	the	National	Visa	Center	(NVC)	receives	your	approved	paperwork	from	USCIS,	they	will
send	you	a	welcome	notice	by	mail	or	email,	depending	on	which	notification	method	you	choose.	This	notice	will	include	your	case	number,	a	beneficiary	ID	number,	and	an	invoice	number.	The	beneficiary	ID	number	is	a	unique	number	that	the	NVC	assigns	to	each	beneficiary	in	a	case	(e.g.	the	spouse	seeking	the	green	card).	You’ll	need	all	of
these	numbers	in	order	to	submit	the	online	forms	and	fees	described	below	at	the	NVC’s	Consular	Electronic	Application	Center.For	spouses	of	U.S.	citizens,	the	NVC	starts	processing	your	case	immediately	after	receiving	it	from	USCIS.	For	spouses	of	U.S.	green	card	holders,	the	NVC	will	hold	the	case	until	the	“priority	date”	for	the	case	appears
in	the	State	Department’s	visa	bulletin.	In	this	scenario,	the	NVC	will	send	you	a	notice	(by	mail	or	email)	stating	that	“visas	are	not	currently	available	for	your	visa	category”	and	that	you	should	watch	the	visa	bulletin	to	monitor	progress.IMPORTANT	UPDATE	FOR	SPOUSES	OF	GREEN	CARD	HOLDERS	(March	24,	2023):In	the	April	2023	Visa
Bulletin,	the	F-2A	family-based	category	underwent	a	significant	change	that	affects	spouses	and	unmarried	children	under	the	age	of	21	of	U.S.	Green	Card	holders.	
Due	to	a	buildup	of	cases	in	this	category,	the	“Final	Action	Dates”	for	F-2A	applications	are	no	longer	current,	indicating	that	applications	with	priority	dates	that	have	reached	the	front	of	the	line	and	can	be	adjudicated	are	no	longer	valid.	However,	the	“Dates	for	Filing”	for	the	F-2A	category	are	still	current,	allowing	applicants	to	submit	their
green	card	applications.	
Nevertheless,	these	applications	will	not	be	processed	until	their	priority	date	becomes	current.	For	Mexican	applicants,	the	“Final	Action	Date”	or	priority	date	has	retrogressed	to	November	1,	2018,	while	for	all	other	applicants,	it	has	retrogressed	to	September	8,	2020.	
Consequently,	there	will	likely	be	a	significant	increase	in	wait	times	for	green	cards	in	the	F-2A	category.	We	will	closely	monitor	this	situation	and	provide	updates	in	our	monthly	Visa	Bulletin	report.The	next	step	is	to	file	the	DS-261	form	(technically	called	the	“Online	Choice	of	Address	and	Agent”).	This	is	a	relatively	simple	form	that	tells	the
State	Department	how	to	communicate	with	you,	and	there	is	no	fee	to	file	it.	It	can	take	up	to	three	weeks	for	the	NVC	to	process	the	DS-261.	
The	information	and	paperwork	for	obtaining	an	immigrant	visa	are	often	complex	and	confusing.	
If	you	seek	to	get	an	immigration	visa	to	live	and	work	in	the	United	States,	one	form	you	will	need	to	fill	out	is	the	Form	DS-261	Choice	of	Address	and	Agent	form.	This	document	provides	information	to	the	U.S.	government	about	how	to	contact	you	for	the	processing	of	your	immigration	visa.		The	form	also	allows	you	to	appoint	someone—an	agent
—to	receive	the	correspondence	related	to	your	immigration	visa	application.	If	you	need	help	with	this	form	or	are	uncertain	about	the	next	steps	you	need	to	take,	an	immigration	attorney	from	New	Frontier	immigration	Law	is	ready	to	help	you	with	your	case.		What	Is	the	DS-261	Form?	The	DS-261	Choice	of	Address	and	Agent	form	is	part	of	the
paperwork	you	will	need	to	fill	out	to	get	a	visa	to	live	in	the	United	States.	You	will	need	to	go	through	the	U.S.	Department	of	State	(DOS)	Bureau	of	Consular	Affairs	to	submit	this	form.		The	form	designates	how	the	DOS	will	contact	you	throughout	your	visa	application	process.	It	also	allows	you	to	specify	an	agent	or	the	person	who	will	receive
the	information	regarding	your	application.	The	agency	recommends	choosing	an	agent	who	has	a	U.S.	address	to	identify	on	your	form.	
There	are	several	people	you	could	appoint,	including:	A	petitioner	A	relative	A	friend	An	attorney	An	immigration	assistant	organization	So,	suppose	you	are	interested	in	appointing	an	attorney	to	oversee	your	visa	application.	

In	that	case,	this	is	the	form	you	would	use.	What	Information	Will	I	Need	to	Provide	on	a	DS-261	Form?	You	should	be	as	accurate	as	possible	in	the	information	you	provide	on	the	DS-261	form.	Make	sure	to	fill	out	all	the	information	that	applies	to	you.	Some	of	the	information	you	may	need	to	provide	includes:	Your	name	and	email	Your	beneficiary
ID	Next,	you	answer	the	two	following	questions	with	either	a	yes	or	no:	“Have	you	already	legally	immigrated	to	the	U.S.	and	no	longer	need	to	apply	for	an	immigrant	visa?”	“Do	you	wish	to	appoint	an	agent	or	attorney	to	receive	mail	about	your	visa	application?”	Upon	answering	yes	to	the	second	question,	you	can	input	the	information	of	the
attorney	or	agent	you	would	like	to	appoint.	
For	example,	you	will	need	to	provide	your	designated	agent’s:	Name	Address	Phone	number	and	email	Providing	this	information	allows	for	increased	communication	and	helps	to	make	the	process	of	getting	your	immigrant	visa	go	more	smoothly.	

Special	Considerations	of	a	Form	DS-261	To	fill	out	the	DS-261	form,	you	will	need	to	go	through	the	Consular	Electronic	Application	Center	(CEAC).	It	is	part	of	the	paperwork	you	will	need	to	fill	out	to	apply	for	an	immigrant	visa.	However,	there	is	other	paperwork	you	will	need	as	well.		For	example,	you	will	also	need	to	complete	the	Form	DS-260
Application	for	Immigrant	Visa	and	Alien	Registration.	You	must	complete	this	form	in	English.		On	all	portions	of	your	visa	process,	be	as	thorough	and	honest	as	possible.	Falsifying	or	omitting	information	can	cause	the	U.S.	government	to	reject	your	application.	Benefits	of	Getting	Legal	Help	You	may	be	considering	handling	your	immigration
paperwork	on	your	own,	but	hiring	legal	help	can	reduce	the	risk	of	errors	and	subsequent	denial.	If	you	need	help	with	your	DS-261	paperwork,	our	immigration	attorneys	can	offer	our	guidance	and	support.	Our	legal	team	at	New	Frontier	Immigration	Law	is	familiar	with	this	type	of	paperwork	and	helps	with	this	and	similar	processes.		We	will
carefully	review	your	information	and	help	you	with	the	forms	so	you	don’t	leave	out	any	critical	details.	If	there	is	a	problem	with	your	paperwork,	we	can	go	over	the	different	legal	options	you	can	pursue.	We	can	also	help	you	with	the	appeals	process	if	the	U.S.	government	rejects	your	visa	application.	Our	attorneys	are	ready	to	help	you	with	your
Form	DS-261	Choice	of	Address	and	Agent.	This	form	is	critical,	particularly	to	provide	the	information	of	the	attorney	you	are	working	with,	such	as	one	of	our	lawyers	from	New	Frontier	Immigration	Law.	Reviews	From	Clients	We’ve	Served	We	pride	ourselves	on	fighting	for	clients	who	want	to	make	the	United	States	their	new	home.	After
working	with	us,	here	are	what	just	a	few	of	our	clients	have	had	to	say:	“I	recently	had	a	legal	issue	with	my	family	and	citizenship.	New	frontier	law	was	fast	to	respond.	Mrs	Walsh	was	so	easy	to	work	with	and	honestly	understood	and	gave	my	family	and	I	more	attention	than	I	expected.	If	you	ever	have	any	issues	with	immigration	or	need
assistance	with	becoming	a	citizen	then	this	is	the	place	you	need	to	go.”	—	Seamus	Oshaughnessy	“Our	first	time	using	their	team	for	our	case.	They	have	been	responsive	and	very	respectful.	We	look	forward	to	working	with	them	and	we	highly	recommend	them!”	—	Mariana	Altamirano	“New	Frontier	Immigration	Law	genuinely	cares	about	their
clients.	Their	knowledgeable	lawyers	and	staff	are	attentive	&	professional.	A	very	impressive	firm.”	—	Jenifer	Sullivan	“Very	helpful	and	went	into	detail	both	in	English	and	Spanish	for	both	of	us	to	understand,	we	had	a	previous	experience	with	another	firm	and	where	not	helpful	at	all	only	made	us	feel	helpless	.	So	completely	recommend!”	—
Maritza	Barraza	Get	a	Strategic	Session	Today	With	New	Frontier	Immigration	Law	We	want	you	to	go	through	the	proper	legal	steps	to	follow	the	law,	but	we	understand	that	the	legal	process	gets	confusing.	New	Frontier	Immigration	Law	has	a	whole	legal	team	ready	to	help	you	with	your	case.		We	are	ready	to	answer	your	questions	and	work
with	you	in	your	case	every	step.	You	can	get	started	by	contacting	us	for	an	initial	strategic	session	today.	Poverty	Guidelines:	I-864P	For	forms	I-864,	I-864A	or	I-864EZ,	select	Affidavit	of	Support	Forms,	to	download	these	USCIS	forms.	Important	Note:	The	National	Visa	Center	(NVC)	cannot	accept	Form	I-134	for	immigrant	visa	processing.	The
NVC	only	accepts	the	appropriate	I-864	form(s)	listed	above.	If	you	are	looking	for	all	other	forms	that	begin	with	"I"	(such	as	I-130,	I-539,	etc),	these	forms	come	from	the	U.S.	Citizenship	and	Immigration	Services	(USCIS)	in	the	Department	of	Homeland	Security.	You	may	download	them	from	the	USCIS	forms	page.


