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SPORTS + THE RHODE ISLANDER

By Jarrett Bell
USA TODAY

T he NFL’s worst week 
yet in battling COVID-
19 has another sudden 

face: Cam Newton.
As the league grapples with 

the Tennessee Titans outbreak 
that forced the postpone-
ment of a matchup against the 
Pittsburgh Steelers, one of the 
NFL’s biggest fears came to 
fruition when a second game 
was put on ice after Newton 
was placed on the COVID-19 
reserve list on Saturday.

The showdown at Arrowhead 
Stadium pitting the New 
England Patriots and defending 
Super Bowl champion Kansas 
City Chiefs has been post-
poned, perhaps to be played 
on Monday or Tuesday, after 
Newton and Chiefs practice 
squad quarterback Jordan 
Ta’amu, according to multiple 
reports, tested positive.

Obviously, the setback for the 
star quarterback – in the midst 
of an impressive comeback 
season – threw a last-minute 
wrench into hopes of upsetting 
the Chiefs. Even if the game is 
played early next week, Newton 
wouldn’t play – unless his test 
result turns out to have been 
false.

In any event, Newton’s 
case, coupled with the Titans 
outbreak, hammers home the 
tenuous nature of the NFL’s 
plans to play a full season – and 
the havoc that can he wreaked 
in the hours before the bulk 
of the week’s games are to be 
played – while in the midst of 
the coronavirus pandemic.

It appears no other Patriots 
have been placed on the list 
with Newton, or that any 
coaches or staff have tested 
positive for COVID-19. In 
a statement released late 
Saturday morning, the Patriots 

COVID’s 
wrath on 
NFL may 

be starting 

Patriots running back J.J. Taylor (42) is tackled by Raiders linebacker Nicholas Morrow during the second quarter of the Sept. 27 game at Gillette 
Stadium. Taylor wears the name of his friend, Tank Goodman, on his helmet to honor his former teammate. [USA TODAY SPORTS /  BRIAN FLUHARTY]

By Mark Daniels
Journal Sports Writer

J.J. Taylor sat in front of his 
locker just moments before the 
biggest game of his life. Quiet, 
he was staring at the silver 
helmet in his hands. Taylor 
wasn’t looking at the Patriots 
decal or the red face mask, or 
thinking about making his NFL 
debut.

Instead, his focus was the 
name on the back of the helmet. 
In all caps, it reads, “TANK 
GOODMAN.”

The name means every-
thing. It elicits every emotion. 
It reminds him of the best 
times. And the pain, loss and 

heartbreak.
“Before the game, I'd prob-

ably spend about five to 10 
minutes just looking at the back 
of my helmet,” Taylor said. 
“Just reminiscing.”

This season, several play-
ers have names on the backs 
of their helmets as part of the 
NFL’s Say Their Stories initia-
tive. They’re doing it to honor 
victims of systemic racism 
and police brutality, as well as 
social justice heroes.

But Taylor took it in a dif-
ferent direction to honor his 
longtime friend.

Goodman was killed this 
summer in an act of gun vio-
lence. He was 23 and one of 

Taylor’s closest friends. That’s 
whom Taylor’s thinking about 
before each NFL game. It’s 
the name on his mind when he 
first runs on the field and the 
person he prays for before each 
kickoff.

“Right now, with everything 
going on and just knowing 
how much he meant to me as a 
friend, it means a lot,” Taylor 
said. “It means the world.”

A 5-foot-6 undrafted rookie 
free agent, Taylor is already 
an inspiration for making the 
team’s roster. What people 
don’t see is the pain he’s deal-
ing with or the motivation 

FOR A FRIEND

Late teammate ‘Tank’ never far from Pats RB J.J. Taylor’s mind

By Stephen Whyno
The Associated Press

BALTIMORE — Filly Swiss 
Skydiver added another memo-
rable moment to a topsy-turvy 
Triple Crown season.

Jockey Robby Albarado made 
a power move to pass favored 
Authentic around the far turn, 
and Swiss Skydiver beat him 
by a neck after a stretch duel in 
the Preakness Stakes run with-
out fans Saturday. She’s the 
sixth filly and first since Rachel 
Alexandra in 2009 to win the 
Preakness, which this year 
served as the third leg of the 
Triple Crown for the first time.

“Just a real honor to be around 
a horse like this,” said trainer 
Kenny McPeek, who won his 

first Preakness and second 
Triple Crown race. “It’s a special 
moment.”

Swiss Skydiver went off at 
odds of 11-1 and upset 3-2 favor-
ite Authentic, who came in off 
winning the Kentucky Derby. 
Jesus’ Team was third at 40-1 and 
Art Collector fourth at 2-1. The 
145th running of the Preakness 
at a mostly empty Pimlico Race 
Course came four weeks after the 
Kentucky Derby and 3 ½   months 
since the Belmont as they were 
held out of order for the first time 
since the 1930s.

McPeek won a Triple Crown 
race for the first time since 2002 
Belmont with Sarava, which was 
the biggest upset in the history 
of that race. Swiss Skydiver was 
the first filly to run the race since 

2014, when Ria Antonia finished 
last.

Albarado made sure nothing 
like that would happen, taking 
the chance given to him by John 
Velazquez when Authentic’s Hall 
of Fame jockey John Velazquez 
abandoned the rail.

“I  had an opportunity,” 
Albarado said. “I took advan-
tage of the rail. Johnny stayed 
off the fence there, made a con-
scious decision to move at that 
time. Give or take now. If i make 
that move now or I wait and get 
smothered.”

Swiss Skydiver avenged her 
loss in her only other competition 
against colts, when she finished 
second to Art Collector in the 

Filly Swiss Skydiver beats Authentic to win Preakness Stakes

Swiss Skydiver (4), ridden by Robby Albarado, wins the 145th Preakness 
Stakes ahead of  Authentic (9), ridden by John Velazquez, at Pimlico Race 
Course, Saturday in Baltimore. [AP/STEVE HELBER]

Jamal “Tank” Goodman at 
Centennial High School in 
California. [COURTESY OF MATT LOGAN]

By Mark Daniels
Journal Sports Writer

Patriots quarterback Cam 
Newton has tested positive 
for coronavirus, and the NFL 
on Saturday announced that it 
will move New England’s game 
against the Chiefs from Sunday 
afternoon to Monday or Tuesday.

The Patriots canceled their 
Saturday afternoon flight from 
Providence to Kansas City, and 
the team was waiting to hear back 
about more results from tests 
that players and coaches took 

on Saturday morning. The team 
announced that the first round of 
tests all came back negative. 

A statement from the Patriots 
read: “LateFriday  night, we 
received notice that a Patriots 
player tested positive for COVID-
19. The player immediately 
entered self-quarantine. Several 
additional players, coaches and 
staff who have been in close 
contact with the player received 
point of care tests this morn-
ing and all were negative for 
COVID-19.

“We are in close consultation 

with the NFL, as well as our team
of independent doctors and spe-
cialists, and will follow their
guidance regarding our sched-
uled trip to Kansas City and game
against the Chiefs. The health
and safety of our team, as well
as our opponent, are of highest
priority.”

On Saturday, Newton was
placed on the COVID-19 reserve
list.

The NFL also issued a state-
ment: “In consultation with

Pats game postponed; Newton has COVID-19 
New England’s 

quarterback Cam 
Newton looks 
to pass in last 

Sunday’s game 
against the Las 

Vegas Raiders at 
Gillette Stadium. 

He has tested 
positive for the 

coronavirus and 
will not play this 

week against 
the Chiefs.  [THE 

PROVIDENCE JOURNAL 
/ KRIS CRAIG]
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.JpmFDJ 69 966E.m88K .FE E’JJ HJCJ 
m8D6 m8Q~JP T99 E’J 9QJ8DK E’JJ HJCJ 
BFQJE .FE 6Y E’J 9QJ8DK E’JQC mpEQ6YD 
Dz6~J G68FSJDP

O,VmSm8w H6F8D m8HmJD Em8~ 
m.6FE ’6H G66D VPVP HmD mYD DmQD 
’JLD OFDE CJm88J BFQJEP sD E’JJ G6E 
68DJCK e E68D VPVPK e p6F8D DJJ E’J 
CJmD6Y H’J ’J mYD SJ D6Y DJGJ84
6zJD E’J 9CQJYDD’QzK .JpmFDJ SJ 
D6Y HmD GJCJ BFQJEKP yJJDJ DmQDP 
Oo’JJ HJCJ GJCJ DQSQ8mC QY E’mE 
~QDD E’mE ’mGJ Em8JYEK OFDE CJSmC~4
m.8J Em8JYEK .FE OFDE HJLCJ Y6E E’J 
D’6H.6mEJCDP

Oo’JJ JYO6JJD E’J Dz6CE mYD

JYO6JJD z8mJQYG QEPPPP o’JJ HJCJ 
GJCJ p6SzJEQEQGJ 6Y E’J 9QJ8DK .FE 
pmSJ 699 E’J 9QJ8D mD GJYE8JK pmCQYG 
zJ6z8JPP

oCmGJDJ DECQ~JD

t66DSmY JYDJD Fz mE -QIQJ 
AEmEJ BYQGJCDQEJ QY BEm’ .JpmFDJ 
69 966E.m88K .FE ’QD G6m8 HmD E6 
Sm~J mY QSzmpE 699 E’J 9QJ8DP hJ 
HmD QY E’J zC6pJDD 69 p6Sz8JEQYG 
m .mp’J86C 69 DpQJYpJ DJGCJJ QY 
pCQSQYm8 OFDEQpJ H’JY ’QD 8Q9J pmSJ 
E6 m ECmGQp JYD 6Y VFYJ 
MP

o’mE YQG’EK ’QD C66SSmEJK 
o6SSJ (CmDD’mH VCPK mDSQEEJD 
E6 z68QpJ E’mE ’J D’6E t66DSmY QY 
E’J p’JDEP o’QD m88JGJD8J ’mzzJYJD 
.JpmFDJ t66DSmY ~Y6p~JD 86FD8J 
6Y (CmDD’mHRD .JDC66S D66CK

mpp6CDQYG E6 p6FCE D6pFSJYEDP 
(CmDD’mHK M
K HmD mCCJDEJD mYD 
p’mCGJD HQE’ 6YJ p6FYE 69 9QCDE 4 
DJGCJJ 9J86YJ SFCDJCP

sE E’J EQSJK t66DSmY HmD 
H6C~QYG HQE’ J6FE’D mE m OFGJYQ8J 
DJEJYEQ6Y pJYEJC mYD ’J HmYEJD 
E6 Sm~J m DQ99JCJYpJ m9EJC JmCYQYG 
’QD DJGCJJP hQD S6E’JC DmQD ’J HmD 
8QGQYG HQE’ (CmDD’mH E6 ’J8z ’QSP

o’J YQp~YmSJ OomY~P HmD 
mzzC6zCQmEJK DFJ E6 ’QD DEmEFCJK 
.FE Y6E mY QYDQpmEQ6Y 69 H’6 ’J 
HmDP

OhJ HmD 9FYYJK ’J HmD G669JP 
A6SJ HQ88 pm88 ’QS m .QG 68J EJDDJ 
.JmCKP omJ86C DmQDP OhJ G6E E’J 
YmSJ omY~ .JpmFDJ ’JLD m .QG 
DFDJK .FE ’J HmD m CJm8 G66D DFDJ 
mE ’JmCE mYD OFDE m CJm8 GJYFQYJ 
zJCD6YPP

o’J YJHD pCFD’JD omJ86CP o’J 
9CQJYDD Em8~JD m8S6DE DmQ8JP o’JQC 
p6CJ GC6Fz 9C6S 2JYEJYYQm8 
G6E E6GJE’JC p6YDEmYE8J E6 z8mJ 
x8mJAEmEQ6YP o’JJ pm88JD E’JS4
DJ8GJD E’J QxA ABFmDP R 36 SmEEJC 
H’mE HmD ’mzzJYQYG QY 8Q9JK E’JJ 
E66~ E’J EQSJ E6 z8mJK ECmD’ Em8~ 
mYD pmEp’ FzP omJ86C m8HmJD 
866~JD 96CHmCD E6 E’6DJ S6SJYEDP

Oe G6E m 9JH G66D 9CQJYDD E’mE HJ 
m88 ~JJz QY p6YEmpE E6 E’QD DmJP sYD 
’J HmD 6YJ 69 E’J 9JH E’mE e Em8~JD 
E6 m8S6DE JGJCJ DmJKP omJ86C 
DmQDP O1GJY E’6FG’ QE HmD SmJ.J 
E’C6FG’ x8mJAEmEQ6Y 6C H’JYJGJC 
e pmSJ ’6SJ 9C6S p688JGJK HJ m88 
’FYG 6FE mYD HJYE E6 z8mJ .mD~JE4
.m88P hJ HmD 6YJ zJCD6Y E’mE HmD 
OFDE m p6YDEmYE zJCD6Y QY SJ 8Q9JP P

t66DSmYRD DJmE’ ’mzzJYJD m 
S6YE’ .J96CJ omJ86CRD 9QCDE 3)g 
ECmQYQYG pmSzP hJ DECFGG8JD HQE’ 
S6EQGmEQ6Y mYD 8JmYJD 6Y zmDE 
p6mp’JD 96C GFQDmYpJP

OsE 9QCDEK QE HmD GJCJ DQ99QpF8E 
86DQYG m 9CQJYDK JDzJpQm88J m 9CQJYD 
E’mE HmD mD p86DJ E6 SJ mD ’J HmDKP 
omJ86C DmQDP OeE HmD ~QYD 69 ’mCD E6 
.J QY E’J CQG’E SJYEm8 DEmEJ m.6FE 
mYJE’QYGK CJm88JPP

o’J mDGQpJ ’J E66~ E6 ’JmCE HmD 
E’mE ’J D’6F8D ’6Y6C mYD z8mJ 96C 
t66DSmYP

h6Y6CQYGQomY~R

o’J JSmQ8 DmE QY yJJDJRD QY.6I 
mYD D’J HmDYRE DFCJ H’mE E6 D6P 
eYQEQm88J mzzCJ’JYDQGJK D’J Dz6~J 
HQE’ 2mYDJ 2CmCJ 69 E’J 3)g 6Y 
sFGP MIP 2CmCJ JIz8mQYJD ’6H 
z8mJJCD HJCJ ’6Y6CQYG zJ6z8J 
QY E’J YmSJ 69 D6pQm8 OFDEQpJP

s8E’6FG’ ’JC D6YRD DQEFmEQ6Y HmD 
DQ99JCJYEK ’QD YmSJ HmD mS6YG 
E’6DJ CJBFJDEJDP

yJJDJ HmD D’6p~JDP
O)6C SJ D6Y E6 .J ’6Y6CJD QY 

E’mE HmJK e HmD OFDE p6Sz8JEJ8J 
9866CJDKP yJJDJ DmQDP OsD m 
zmCJYEK e ~Y6H E’J EJzJ 69 p’Q8D 
E’mE SJ D6Y HmDP 1GJY E’J zJCD6Y 
E’mE E66~ ’QD 8Q9J ’J HmD ’J8zQYGP 
)6C ’QS E6 .J ’6Y6CJD mE E’mE 
8JGJ8 HmD mpEFm88J .CJmE’Em~QYGP 
)6C ’QD YmSJ E6 .J CJp6GYQKJD 
mE m YmEQ6Ym8 8JGJ8 QD D6SJE’QYG 
.QGK .JpmFDJ eLS QY E’J zC6pJDD 
69 DEmCEQYG m 96FYDmEQ6YP 36H 
zJ6z8J mpC6DD E’J H6C8D HQ88 HmYE 
E6 ~Y6H N FH’6 QD E’QD omY~ 
t66DSmYlPR

eYQEQm88JK yJJDJ DQDYRE ~Y6H 
omJ86C CJBFJDEJD E’J YmSJP 
xJ6z8J .mp~ QY 26C6Ym DQDYRE 
JGJY ~Y6H QE HmD ’mzzJYQYG 
FYEQ8 m9EJC omJ86C SmDJ ’QD 3)g 
DJ.FE mGmQYDE 0QmSQP c’JY H6CD 
G6E mC6FYDK ’J E66~ m zQpEFCJ mYD 
DJYE QE E6 9CQJYDD mYD p6mp’JDP 
o’J GJDEFCJ CJD6YmEJD HQE’ 
JGJCJ6YJ H’6 ~YJH t66DSmYP

OeE .C6FG’E EJmCD E6 SJ JJJD 
E6 DJJKP DmQD g6GmYP O1GJCJ.6DJ 
D6HY ’JCJ E’6FG’E QE HmD m ECF8JK 
ECF8J CJSmC~m.8J ECQ.FEJ E6 6FC 
9m88JY EJmSSmEJ mYD 9CQJYDP eE 
HmD mSmKQYGPP

)6886HQYG E’J GmSJK omJ86C 
’mD mY JS6EQ6Ym8 z’6YJ pm88 HQE’ 
yJJDJP o’J zmQY QD DEQ88 9CJD’P eE 
H6YRE G6 mHmJ mYJEQSJ D66YK 
.FE E’mE ’J8SJE SmDJ 96C m YQpJ 
S6SJYE 96C zJ6z8J H’6 ECF8J 
YJJDJD QEP

OhQD S6S JYDJD Fz pm88QYG SJ 
m9EJC SJ 9QCDE GmSJK mYD D’J E68D 
SJ ’6H SFp’ QE SJmYE E6 ’JC 96C 
SJ E6 zFE ’QD YmSJ 6Y E’J .mp~ 
69 ’QD ’J8SJE mYD ’6H SFp’ QE 
SJmYE 96C ’JC 9mSQ8JKP omJ86C 
DmQDP Oe GFJDD J6F p6F8D DmJ QE 
HmD m 8QEE8J .QEEJCDHJJEP P

OeE HmD JS6EQ6Ym8P e pCQJDKP 
yJJDJ DmQDP OeELD .QEEJCDHJJEP 
)6C SJK QE HmD JIpQEQYGK .FE E’JY 
QE HmD 8Q~JK Qc6HK H’J D6JD ’J 
’mGJ E6 .J ’6Y6CJD QY DFp’ m HmJ 
H’JY ’J p6F8D ’mGJ .JJY ,’JCJw l R 
xJ6z8J DmH E’J 8QG’E E’mE ’J 
D’mCJD 6Y D6 SmYJ H’JY ’J HmD 
m8QGJP A6 QE HmD GJCJK GJCJ JS64
EQ6Ym8K .FE m ’mzzJ JS6EQ6Ym8K 
.JpmFDJ ’J FDJD ’QD z8mE96CS E6 
CJp6GYQKJ SJ D6YP P

VmSm8 OomY~P t66DSmY QD 
G6YJK .FE Y6E 96CG6EEJYP VPVP 
omJ86C ’mD SmDJ DFCJ 69 E’mEP


