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PRAYER AND THE APOSTOLIC HEART

A.

Paul, Prayer, and the Apostolic Heart

27| have been in labor and hardship, through many sleepless nights, in hunger and thirst,
often without food, in cold and exposure. ? Apart from such external things, there is the
daily pressure on me of concern for all the churches. ® Who is weak without my being
weak? Who is led into sin without my intense concern? (2 Cor 11:27-29 NASB)

% For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have not stopped praying for
you. We continually ask God to fill you with the knowledge of his will through all the
wisdom and understanding that the Spirit gives, (Col 1:9 NIV)

'® For this reason, ever since | heard about your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love for
all God’s people, " | have not stopped giving thanks for you, remembering you in my
prayers. (Eph 1:15-16 NIV)

! Paul, Silas and Timothy, To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the
Lord Jesus Christ: Grace and peace to you. 2 We always thank God for all of you and
continually mention you in our prayers. (1 Th 1:1-2 NIV)

" With this in mind, we constantly pray for you, that our God may make you worthy of his
calling, and that by his power he may bring to fruition your every desire for goodness and
your every deed prompted by faith. (2 Th 1:11 NIV)

° God, whom | serve in my spirit in preaching the gospel of his Son, is my witness how
constantly | remember you " in my prayers at all times; and | pray that now at last by
God’s will the way may be opened for me to come to you. (Ro 1:9-10 NIV)

Imparted to Disciples

3 | thank God, whom I serve, as my ancestors did, with a clear conscience, as night and
day I constantly remember you in my prayers. (2 Ti 1:3 NIV)

" Do not be slothful in zeal, be fervent in spirit, serve the Lord. '? Rejoice in hope, be
patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer. (Ro 12:11-12 ESV)

2 Epaphras, who is one of your number, a bondslave of Jesus Christ, sends you his
greetings, always laboring earnestly for you in his prayers, that you may stand perfect
and fully assured in all the will of God. " For I testify for him that he has a deep concern
for you and for those who are in Laodicea and Hierapolis. (Col 4:12-13 NASB)

* 7 You learned it from Epaphras, our dear fellow servant, who is a faithful minister
of Christ on our behalf, ¢ and who also told us of your love in the Spirit. (Col 1:7-8
NIV)

e 9 But some of them became obstinate; they refused to believe and publicly
maligned the Way. So Paul left them. He took the disciples with him and had
discussions daily in the lecture hall of Tyrannus. ° This went on for two years, so
that all the Jews and Greeks who lived in the province of Asia heard the word of
the Lord. (Ac 19:9-10 NIV)
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C. Prayer focus: Spirit of Wisdom and Revelation

6 () do not cease giving thanks for you, while making mention of you in my prayers; "’
that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give to you a spirit of
wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Him. ' | pray that the eyes of your heart may
be enlightened, so that you will know what is the hope of His calling, what are the riches
of the glory of His inheritance in the saints, " and what is the surpassing greatness of
His power toward us who believe. These are in accordance with the working of the
strength of His might ?° which He brought about in Christ, when He raised Him from the
dead and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places, (Eph 1:16-20 NASB)

D. Background in Wisdom Literature

20 Wisdom shouts in the street, She lifts her voice in the square; ?’ At the head of the
noisy streets she cries out; At the entrance of the gates in the city she utters her sayings:
22 "How long, O naive ones, will you love being simple-minded? And scoffers delight
themselves in scoffing And fools hate knowledge? % "Turn to my reproof, Behold, I will
pour out my spirit on you; I will make my words known to you. * "Because I called and
you refused, | stretched out my hand and no one paid attention; ?° And you neglected all
my counsel And did not want my reproof... ? "Then they will call on me, but | will not
answer; They will seek me diligently but they will not find me, * Because they hated
knowledge And did not choose the fear of the LORD. *° "They would not accept my
counsel, They spurned all my reproof. 3" "So they shall eat of the fruit of their own way
And be satiated with their own devices. ' My son, if you will receive my words And
treasure my commandments within you, > Make your ear attentive to wisdom, Incline
your heart to understanding; ° For if you cry for discernment, Lift your voice for
understanding; * If you seek her as silver And search for her as for hidden treasures; °
Then you will discern the fear of the LORD And discover the knowledge of God. ¢ For the
LORD gives wisdom; From His mouth come knowledge and understanding. (Pro 1:20-2:6
NASB)

E. Wisdom and Understanding Upon the Messiah

" A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; from his roots a Branch will bear fruit. >
The Spirit of the LORD will rest on him— the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding, the
Spirit of counsel and of might, the— ° and he will delight in the fear of the LORD. He will
not judge by what he sees with his eyes, or decide by what he hears with his ears; (Is
11:1-3 NIV)
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