SCHOOL OF PRAYER
SESSION #8: LEARNING TO PRAY WITH THE APOSTLES PT. 2

Session 8: Learning to Pray with the Apostles Pt. 2

WHY THE APOSTOLIC BURDEN?

A.

The urgent need for patient endurance

°For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have not stopped praying for you.
We continually ask God to fill you with the knowledge of his will through all the wisdom
and understanding that the Spirit gives, ° so that you may live a life worthy of the Lord
and please him in every way: bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the knowledge
of God, " being strengthened with all power according to his glorious might so that you
may have great endurance and patience...?’ And you, who once were alienated and
hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, ? he has now reconciled in his body of flesh by his
death, in order to present you holy and blameless and above reproach before him, % if
indeed you continue in the faith, stable and steadfast, not shifting from the hope of the
gospel that you heard, ... (Col 1:9-23 ESV)

® Then | saw another angel flying in midair, and he had the eternal gospel to proclaim to
those who live on the earth-- to every nation, tribe, language and people. ” He said in a
loud voice, "Fear God and give him glory, because the hour of his judgment has come..."
2 This calls for patient endurance on the part of the saints who obey God's
commandments and remain faithful to Jesus. (Rev 14:6-12 NIV)

21 nBrother will betray brother to death, and a father his child; children will rebel against
their parents and have them put to death. # You will be hated by everyone because of
me, but the one who stands firm to the end will be saved. (Mat 10:21-22 NIV)

2 Because of the increase of wickedness, the love of most will grow cold, " but the one
who stands firm to the end will be saved. (Mat 24:12-13 NIV)

Messiah’s Death and Resurrection as confirmation of need for endurance

® So we have the prophetic word made more sure, to which you do well to pay attention
as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star arises in
your hearts. ?° But know this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture is a matter of one's
own interpretation, ' for no prophecy was ever made by an act of human will, but men
moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God. (2Pe 1:19-21 NASB)

e 2 Then the LORD replied: "Write down the revelation and make it plain on tablets
so that a herald may run with it. ° For the revelation awaits an appointed time; it
speaks of the end and will not prove false. Though it linger, wait for it; it will
certainly come and will not delay. * "See, the enemy is puffed up; his desires are
not upright-- but the righteous person will live by his faithfulness-- (Hab 2:2-4 NIV)

22 saying, "The Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders and
chief priests and scribes, and be killed and be raised up on the third day." ? And He was
saying to them all, "If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny himself, and take
up his cross daily and follow Me. > "For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it, but
whoever loses his life for My sake, he is the one who will save it. (Luk 9:22-24 NASB)
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° Concerning this salvation, the prophets who prophesied about the grace that would
come to you searched and carefully investigated. "' They inquired into what time or what
circumstances the Spirit of Christ within them was indicating when He testified in
advance to the messianic sufferings and the glories that would follow... " Therefore,
with your minds ready for action, be serious and set your hope completely on the grace
to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ. (1 Pe 1:10-13 HCSB)

20 For what credit is it if, when you sin and are beaten for it, you endure? But if when you
do good and suffer for it you endure, this is a gracious thing in the sight of God. ?' For to
this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example,
so that you might follow in his steps. 2 He committed no sin, neither was deceit found in
his mouth. 2 When he was reviled, he did not revile in return; when he suffered, he did
not threaten, but continued entrusting himself to him who judges justly. (1Pe 2:20-23
ESV)

I. PRAYER FOCUS: PERSEVERANCE IN FAITH AND LOVE

A.

Background: The Age to Come and faithfulness to God

8 Owe nothing to anyone except to love one another; for he who loves his neighbor has
fulfilled the law. ... "' Do this, knowing the time, that it is already the hour for you to
awaken from sleep; for now salvation is nearer to us than when we believed. " The night
is almost gone, and the day is near. Therefore let us lay aside the deeds of darkness and
put on the armor of light. *® Let us behave properly as in the day, not in carousing and
drunkenness, not in sexual promiscuity and sensuality, not in strife and jealousy. ' But
put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh in regard to its lusts.
(Rom 13:8, 11-14 NASB)

Prayer for perseverant faith and love

°For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have not stopped praying for you.
We continually ask God to fill you with the knowledge of his will through all the wisdom
and understanding that the Spirit gives, ° so that you may live a life worthy of the Lord
and please him in every way: bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the knowledge
of God, "' being strengthened with all power according to his glorious might so that you
may have great endurance and patience, (Col 1:9-11 NIV)

° And it is my prayer that your love may abound more and more, with knowledge and all
discernment, '° so that you may approve what is excellent, and so be pure and blameless
for the day of Christ, "' filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus
Christ, to the glory and praise of God. (Phl 1:9-11 ESV)

3 uBut watch yourselves lest your hearts be weighed down with dissipation and
drunkenness and cares of this life, and that day come upon you suddenly like a trap. *
For it will come upon all who dwell on the face of the whole earth. *° But stay awake at all
times, praying that you may have strength to escape all these things that are going to
take place, and to stand before the Son of Man." (Luk 21:34-36 ESV)
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