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Session 9: Learning to Pray with the Apostles Pt. 3

PERSEVERANCE AND BEARING WITNESS TO THE GOSPEL

A.

Discipleship and the withess of the Gospel

22 And he said, "The Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders,
the chief priests and the teachers of the law, and he must be killed and on the third day
be raised to life." ? Then he said to them all: "Whoever wants to be my disciple must
deny themselves and take up their cross daily and follow me. ** For whoever wants to
save their life will lose it, but whoever loses their life for me will save it. ® What good is it
for someone to gain the whole world, and yet lose or forfeit their very self? * Whoever is
ashamed of me and my words, the Son of Man will be ashamed of them when he comes
in his glory and in the glory of the Father and of the holy angels. (Luk 9:22-26 NIV)

° And the gospel must first be proclaimed to all nations. ' And when they bring you to
trial and deliver you over, do not be anxious beforehand what you are to say, but say
whatever is given you in that hour, for it is not you who speak, but the Holy Spirit... ™
And you will be hated by all for my name's sake. But the one who endures to the end will
be saved. (Mar 13:10-13 ESV)

' Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that they were
uneducated, common men, they were astonished. And they recognized that they had
been with Jesus. ... '® So they called them and charged them not to speak or teach at all
in the name of Jesus. ° But Peter and John answered them, "Whether it is right in the
sight of God to listen to you rather than to God, you must judge, % for we cannot but
speak of what we have seen and heard." (Act 4:13, 18-20 ESV)

The Spirit and bold proclamation of the Gospel

8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my
witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth." (Act
1:8 ESV)

e % And after an interval of about an hour still another insisted, saying, "Certainly
this man also was with him, for he too is a Galilean." ® But Peter said, "Man, | do
not know what you are talking about." And immediately, while he was still
speaking, the rooster crowed. ¢ And the Lord turned and looked at Peter. And
Peter remembered the saying of the Lord, how he had said to him, "Before the
rooster crows today, you will deny me three times." ® And he went out and wept
bitterly. (Luk 22:59-62 ESV)

* But Peter, standing with the eleven, lifted up his voice and addressed them: "Men of
Judea and all who dwell in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and give ear to my
words. ... *® Let all the house of Israel therefore know for certain that God has made him
both Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified."  Now when they heard this they
were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, "Brothers, what
shall we do?" (Act 2:14-37 ESV)
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The need to have boldness renewed by the Holy Spirit

2 And now, Lord, look upon their threats and grant to your servants to continue to speak
your word with all boldness, *° while you stretch out your hand to heal, and signs and
wonders are performed through the name of your holy servant Jesus." *' And when they
had prayed, the place in which they were gathered together was shaken, and they were
all filled with the Holy Spirit and continued to speak the word of God with boldness. (Act
4:29-31 ESV)

8 Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony about our Lord, nor of me his prisoner,
but share in suffering for the gospel by the power of God... 23 Suffer hardship with me,
as a good soldier of Christ Jesus... *'2 Indeed, all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus
will be persecuted... “° As for you, always be sober-minded, endure suffering, do the
work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry. (2Ti 1:8-4:5)

2 | know your deeds, your hard work and your perseverance. | know that you cannot
tolerate wicked people, that you have tested those who claim to be apostles but are not,
and have found them false. ° You have persevered and have endured hardships for my
name, and have not grown weary. * Yet | hold this against you: You have forsaken the
love you had at first. (cf. Acts 19:8-10) ° Consider how far you have fallen! Repent and do
the things you did at first. If you do not repent, I will come to you and remove your
lampstand from its place. (Rev 2:2-5 NIV)

I. PRAYER FOCUS: WORDS AND COURAGE FOR THE GOSPEL

A.

A door of opportunity and clear proclamation

3 And pray for us, too, that God may open a door for our message, so that we may
proclaim the mystery of Christ, for which | am in chains. * Pray that | may proclaim it
clearly, as I should. (Col 4:3-4 NIV)

! As for other matters, brothers and sisters, pray for us that the message of the Lord may
spread rapidly and be honored, just as it was with you. (2Th 3:1 NIV)

Boldness to proclaim the Gospel

" and also for me, that words may be given to me in opening my mouth boldly to
proclaim the mystery of the gospel, % for which | am an ambassador in chains, that | may
declare it boldly, as I ought to speak. (Eph 6:19-20 ESV)

2 And now, Lord, look upon their threats and grant to your servants to continue to speak
your word with all boldness, *° while you stretch out your hand to heal, and signs and
wonders are performed through the name of your holy servant Jesus." *' And when they
had prayed, the place in which they were gathered together was shaken, and they were
all filled with the Holy Spirit and continued to speak the word of God with boldness. (Act
4:29-31 ESV)
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