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Spring has finally arrived!  The trees have all gotten their beautiful green leaves back, the 

flowers are starting to bloom in an array of colors and the birds are singing and building their 

nests.  The warmer weather invites us to come outside and plan those things we want to do 

during the next few months.  As we face the uncertainty of the future right now, we look to the 

time when we no longer are sheltering in place, able to do the things we like and, most 

importantly, the virus is under control.  That includes the time when we will be able to return to 

our volunteer positions.  I keep saying this too shall pass and we will be back sooner rather than 

later. 

 

Even though we haven’t been able to physically volunteer, the Auxiliary has been busy showing 

our support and helping our amazing doctors, nurses and staff in any way we can.  Those efforts 

have been greatly appreciated.  Being able to send in Einstein bagels and coffee, posting our 

good wishes on the Wall of Love, furnishing the relaxation room and delivering hundreds of 

chocolate eggs have shown our continuing love and appreciation to those who are working 

tirelessly to heal the sick and keep all others safe. Additionally, we have had so much support 

from members and friends who have taken to sewing face masks and for this special effort, I 

say thank you so very much. 

 

Until the time when we can to return to our volunteer positions, please continue to follow the 

guidelines set forth by the CDC and be safe.  We want all our volunteers to remain healthy and 

able to return to our schedules as soon as possible. 

 



 
 

Emory Johns Creek Hospital has dedicated its self to helping the community of Johns Creek and its 

surrounding areas for the past thirteen years. Now, those people are giving back to the hospital in the 

form of sewing and donating face masks for the safety of our staff and patients. 

Jamie Lee, owner of A+ Alterations in the Kroger Shopping Center, had to close her shop because of 

state mandates. Not one to sit around, she asked what was needed at Emory. Jamie, her employee Holly 

Vu and the previous owner, Jane Lee got busy cutting and sewing. In just four days, they had made 225 

masks and donated every one of them to our hospital. 

David Gilleland, owner of Vector Quilts in Cumming, donated 45 masks after a five minute conversation 

with his employee, Jacob. They were already made and were very happy to donate them to Emory for 

our staff. 

Thank you to Jamie and David for their generosity. Hopefully, we can all show our thanks by supporting 

their businesses. 

Once the word got out to the Volunteers, the Volunteers got out their sewing machines.  

Eileen Kovalchik agreed to coordinate the mask project and did a great job.  

Volunteers who made masks are: 

Eileen Kovalchik, Karen Davis and her sister Sheila Coffey, JoJo Shorter and her granddaughter, 

Jovie, Marian Edwards, Jean Bell, Helga Digglemann, wife of Rich, Betty Lyman, wife of Ted, 

Beth Jones and Jane Macking. 

As of right now there is not a total count from the volunteers but we believe the total of all masks 

donated from Eileen’s group will be approximately 400.  Thanks to all for taking on this project and for 

doing such a great job!! 

                  

Jane Lee, Holly Vu, Owner Jamie Lee   Jamie Lee, Eileen Kovalchik Janie Macking 

                       Helga Digglemann  



 
 

 

 

 

 

EJCH Earns Magnet Designation 

 

Emory Johns Creek Hospital has received the prestigious Magnet® recognition by the American 

Nurses Credentialing Center’s (ANCC) Magnet Recognition Program®. The recognition is the 

most esteemed honor given to a health care organization for nursing excellence and patient 

outcomes. About eight percent of U.S. health care organizations earn Magnet recognition. 

Georgia has only ten Magnet-recognized hospitals, including now four Emory Healthcare 

facilities: Emory Johns Creek Hospital, Emory University Hospital, Emory Saint Joseph’s Hospital 

and Emory University Orthopaedics & Spine Hospital. 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Emory’s Vaccine and Treatment Evaluation Unit (VTEU) is participating in a clinical trial testing a 

vaccine for the prevention of COVID-19, the first such vaccine to be tested in the United States. 

The goals of the Phase I study, which began on March 16 at the VTEU at the Kaiser Permanente Washington 

Health Research Institute in Seattle, are to test whether the investigational vaccine is safe, and how much it 

stimulates the immune system. If the vaccine is found to be safe, future studies will examine whether it can 

prevent infection. 

The study is sponsored by the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases (NIAID), part of the 

National Institutes of Health. The Emory VTEU is part of NIAID’s Infectious Diseases Clinical Research 

Consortium supporting this trial. Emory has been a VTEU site since 2007. 

The principal investigator for this study at Emory is Evan Anderson, MD, and Nadine Rouphael, 

MD is serving as the Emory VTEU contact principal investigator. Anderson is associate professor of 

medicine and pediatrics at Emory University School of Medicine and Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta. 

Rouphael is interim director of the Hope Clinic of the Emory Vaccine Center and associate professor of 

medicine (infectious diseases) at Emory University School of Medicine. 

“The COVID-19 pandemic has caused substantial morbidity and mortality in the US and worldwide along 

with causing massive social disruption,” Anderson says. “The Emory VTEU is proud to contribute to enrolling 

people into this critical Phase I study evaluating the first vaccine candidate against COVID-19.” 

“A vaccine against COVID-19 is urgently needed because of widespread infection and lack of 

preexisting immunity,” Rouphael says. “We are looking forward to being part of a nationwide effort to 

respond to this crisis.” 

The vaccine is called mRNA-1273 and was developed by NIAID and Moderna, Inc. The vaccine is 

based on messenger RNA, which tells some cells in the body to make a viral protein. The RNA-based 

approach allows for faster vaccine development than older methods. The vaccine does not contain 

coronavirus itself and cannot cause infection. 

The trial aims to enroll 45 participants total across the two sites. Participants must be adults in 

the Atlanta area age 18 to 55. To be eligible, they can’t have chronic diseases or health conditions that 

affect the immune system, and they can’t be taking immunosuppressive medications. Other criteria and 

additional information about the vaccine study are available at ClinicalTrials.gov.  The Emory VTEU is 

supported by the National Institute of Allergy & Infectious Diseases (UM1AI148576) 

  

https://news.emory.edu/stories/2019/12/emory_to_lead_id_consortium/index.html
https://news.emory.edu/stories/2019/12/emory_to_lead_id_consortium/index.html
https://clinicaltrials.gov/ct2/show/NCT04283461


 
 

 

Hello Volunteers! 

 

We want to say a huge thank you on behalf of everyone at Emory Johns Creek Hospital for the funding 

you provided to create the wonderful relaxation rooms. The feedback from the nurses and other clinical 

staff has been great. The main room is in Dining Flex and it has beanbag chairs, a waterfall, oil diffuser 

with lavender, coloring books and colored pencils, snacks and more! The other two spaces are in the ICU 

Family Waiting Room and the breezeway at the end of the 3 West hallway. One nurse stopped me today 

to say how much she appreciates the opportunity to take a few minutes to relax and recharge. 

 

Attached are some photos for you to enjoy. We cannot thank you enough for your thoughtfulness and 

generosity during this difficult time and we can’t wait until you all come back. Thank you for taking such 

good care of us! 

 

Hope you are all safe and healthy. 

 

Warm Regards, 

Kathryn Albright 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

In addition to the Relaxation Room, our Auxiliary also provided emails and notes of 

encouragement and chocolate candies for the Staff.  Signs of thanks appeared along Hospital 

Parkway and a delivery of donuts and coffee came from nearby Bridle Ridge Subdivision. 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Many of you know Sherrille Godbey, 2nd Floor L&D.  Her son, Marquis, once an employee at the 

hospital is now in the Navy and serving aboard USNS Mercy, currently homeported in Los 

Angeles and tending to patients.  We thank him for his service. 

 

 

 

To all who are reaching out, serving, supporting each other during this time of pandemic, we 

say Thank You! 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

Leap Year Baby 2020 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Reina was born on Saturday, Feb. 29 at 4:34 p.m. at EJCH. She weighed 8 lbs and is 21 
inches. Reina was born a little early. Her due date was Mar. 11, 2020. 
  
Quote from her mother, Oriana:  “Birthdays will definitely be interesting! We’ll have to celebrate 
the whole month of February.” 
  
Quote from her father, Stephen: “During leap years we’ll celebrate on February 28th and March 
1st , because she’ll only have a birthday every four years!” 

 

 



 
 

From Carol Enzman: 

Good Morning Volunteers, 

 

I hope everyone had a wonderful Valentine weekend!  I'm happy to let you know the Valentine Flower 

and Bake Sale Fundraiser was a success. It was a fun time assisting everyone with flowers and 

goodies for their love ones.   Our gross sales were $938.  

 

I want to thank the volunteers that donated bud vases, and bake goods, helped arrange flowers and price 

the bake goods on Thursday along with the Friday volunteers that came in to set up the flowers, bake 

goodies, teddy bears and cookbooks for the sale.  Lastly the volunteers that assisted with the sale and a 

special thank you to Sarah Gail Hytowitz for heading up this event.  The volunteers are:  Ed Holt, Joan 

Holt, Chris Johnson, Rose Napier, Cheryl Presley, Judy Lawton, Jane Radman, Peggy Allan, Bonnie 

Pastelyak, Jane Macking, Becky Coats, Nelda Lane, Eileen Parsons, Lisa Goodman, Amanda Libby, 

Becky Lingg, Theresa Holladay, Peggy Smith, Eileen Kovalchik, Barbara Kuester, Kay Edwards, Karen 

Davis, and Dan Foster.   

 

Our next fundraiser will be March 25th and 26th with the Uniform/Scrub Sale.  We will need a lot of 

volunteers to help with this event.  So if you are a new volunteer and have not had the opportunity to 

come meet other volunteers and see how much fun these events are we invite you to volunteer.  Any 

questions please reach out to me by email (carolenzman@gmail.com) or phone (770) 889-5635. 

 

Thank you, 

 

Carol Enzman 

VP Fundraising 

Editor’s Note:  The Uniform/Scrub Sale was cancelled due to the COVID-19 pandemic) 

                 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------- 

 

Our Peach Skin Sheet Fundraiser was a success.  Total sales were $11,767.72 and our commission 

was $2,188.86.  We are proud of these results and look forward to many more successful fundraisers in 

the future.  Peach Skin Sheet Company had a drawing after the sale for a free set of 

sheets.  Congratulation to the winner Randy Place. Carol Enzman expressed thanks to the volunteers 

that assisted with the Employee Payroll Deduction Sheet Sale: Eileen Parsons, Peggy Curvey, Thora 

Mayer, Nitika Sharma, Jeanne Hickey, Josephine Shorter, Joan Holt and Ed Holt.   

 

mailto:carolenzman@gmail.com


 
 

February Lunch & Learn 

 

Certified Music Therapists Juliette Keelan and Chuck Beckman spoke about the non-

pharmacological benefits of music and the soothing results of music when visiting 

patients. There's music appropriate for any kind of infirmary even NICU babies. Chuck 

mentioned that LCC K9 Comfort Dog Luke provides non-pharmacological benefits as 

well. Judy Adams the Top Dog for Luke spoke on Luke's outreach into surrounding 

communities and a demonstration of the "rise" command showed one way people Luke 

visits can engage with him without bending or stretching. 

 

 

     

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

 

Congratulations to Peggy Allan who was recently recognized for outstanding 

service rendered to a family who attended a Thursday night Birth Place tour.  The 

amount of time and details she extended to them were exceptional and 

appreciated. 

 



 
 

 

 

While we wait for the quarantine to lift, take a virtual look at Spring around the 

world.  Stay home, stay safe.  Let’s do our part to keep our medical personnel and 

first responders and many other support persons safe! 

 

 

 


