7/12: THE STORY, CHAPTER 12: THE TRIALS OF A KING

AS WE GATHER

Today our 31-week journey through the entire Bible brings us to The Story,
Chapter 12: The Trials Of A King. David, "the man after God's own heart,"
still sinned--and terrible consequences often followed. Yet we watch
David's humble trust and repentance, God's continually grace, and David's
heart being restored. As we celebrate God's work in all this, may we recall
He seeks the same for our hearts!

+ WORSHIP +

LSB 549 ALL HAIL THE POWER OF JESUS’ NAME sts. 1, 4-5
1 All hail the pow'’r of Jesus’ name!
Let angels prostrate fall;
Bring forth the royal diadem
And crown Him Lord of all.
Bring forth the royal diadem
And crown Him Lord of all.

4  Hail Him, ye heirs of David’s line,
Whom David Lord did call,
The God incarnate, man divine,
And crown Him Lord of all.
The God incarnate, man divine,
And crown Him Lord of all.



5 Sinners, whose love can ne’er forget
The wormwood and the gall,
Go, spread your trophies at His feet
And crown Him Lord of all.
Go, spread your trophies at His feet
And crown Him Lord of all.

Text: Public domain

INVOCATION

®P) In the name of the Father and of the *I- Son and of
the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
®) Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

P) | said, | will confess my transgressions unto the
Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

P) Let us therefore go to our gracious heavenly
Father, confessing our sins.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.



®P) Inthe Gospel Reading, Jesus promises, “Blessed
are the pure in heart, for they will see God.”

But our hearts often sin! We are sorry and we
long to see Your grace, again, Lord Jesus!

@ Our Lord Jesus, the Word of God in the flesh, died to cleanse

our hearts and lives of sin, and He succeeded in destroying
death and rising victorious for us. For His sake, God forgives
us and uses us to bear fruit for Him. As a called and ordained
servant of Christ, | therefore forgive you all your sins in the
name of the Father and of the I~ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
May the Word planted inside you produce a great harvest for
our gracious Lord.

Amen. Thanks be to God!
HYMN OF PRAISE

LSB 549 ALL HAIL THE POWER OF JESUS’ NAME  sts. 67
6 Letevrykindred, ev'ry tribe,
On this terrestrial ball
To Him all majesty ascribe
And crown Him Lord of all.
To Him all majesty ascribe
And crown Him Lord of all.



7 Oh, that with yonder sacred throng
We at His feet may fall!
We'll join the everlasting song
And crown Him Lord of all.
We'll join the everlasting song
And crown Him Lord of all.

Text: Public domain

SALUTATION
®P) The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P) Let us pray.

Blessed Lord, since You have caused all Holy
Scriptures to be written for our learning, grant that we
may so hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly
digest them that we may embrace and ever hold fast
the blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

+ WORD +



OLD TESTAMENT READING 2 Samuel 11:1-17, 26-27 NIV

11:1 In the spring, at the time when kings go off to war, David sent Joab out
with the king’s men and the whole Israelite army. They destroyed the
Ammonites and besieged Rabbah. But David remained in Jerusalem.

2 One evening David got up from his bed and walked around on the roof of
the palace. From the roof he saw a woman bathing. The woman was very
beautiful, 3 and David sent someone to find out about her. The man said,
“She is Bathsheba, the daughter of Eliam and the wife of Uriah the Hittite.” 4
Then David sent messengers to get her. She came to him, and he slept with
her. (Now she was purifying herself from her monthly uncleanness.) Then
she went back home. 5 The woman conceived and sent word to David,
saying, “l am pregnant.”

6 So David sent this word to Joab: “Send me Uriah the Hittite.” And Joab
sent him to David. 7 When Uriah came to him, David asked him how Joab
was, how the soldiers were and how the war was going. 8 Then David said
to Uriah, “Go down to your house and wash your feet.” So Uriah left the
palace, and a gift from the king was sent after him. 9 But Uriah slept at the
entrance to the palace with all his master’s servants and did not go down to
his house.

10 David was told, “Uriah did not go home.” So he asked Uriah, “Haven’t
you just come from a military campaign? Why didn’t you go home?”

11 Uriah said to David, “The ark and Israel and Judah are staying in tents,
and my commander Joab and my lord’s men are camped in the open
country. How could | go to my house to eat and drink and make love to my
wife? As surely as you live, | will not do such a thing!”

12 Then David said to him, “Stay here one more day, and tomorrow | will
send you back.” So Uriah remained in Jerusalem that day and the next. 13
At David’s invitation, he ate and drank with him, and David made him drunk.



But in the evening Uriah went out to sleep on his mat among his master’s
servants; he did not go home.

14 In the morning David wrote a letter to Joab and sent it with Uriah. 15 In it
he wrote, “Put Uriah out in front where the fighting is fiercest. Then withdraw
from him so he will be struck down and die.”

16 So while Joab had the city under siege, he put Uriah at a place where he
knew the strongest defenders were. 17 When the men of the city came out
and fought against Joab, some of the men in David’s army fell; moreover,
Uriah the Hittite died.

26 When Uriah’s wife heard that her husband was dead, she mourned for
him. 27 After the time of mourning was over, David had her brought to his
house, and she became his wife and bore him a son. But the thing David
had done displeased the Lord.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

MATTHEW 5:1-30

P} The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the
fifth chapter.

Glory to You, O Lord.

5:1 Now when Jesus saw the crowds, he went up on a mountainside and
sat down. His disciples came to him, 2 and he began to teach them.
He said:
3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
4 Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.
5 Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.
6 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness,
for they will be filled.
7 Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy.



8 Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.
9 Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.
10 Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness,

for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
11 “Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say
all kinds of evil against you because of me. 12 Rejoice and be glad,
because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way they
persecuted the prophets who were before you.
13 “You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it
be made salty again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown
out and trampled underfoot.
14 “You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden. 15
Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on
its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. 16 In the same way, let
your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and
glorify your Father in heaven.
17 “Do not think that | have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; | have
not come to abolish them but to fulfill them. 18 For truly | tell you, until
heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest letter, not the least stroke of a
pen, will by any means disappear from the Law until everything is
accomplished. 19 Therefore anyone who sets aside one of the least of
these commands and teaches others accordingly will be called least in the
kingdom of heaven, but whoever practices and teaches these commands
will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 20 For | tell you that unless
your righteousness surpasses that of the Pharisees and the teachers of the
law, you will certainly not enter the kingdom of heaven.
21 “You have heard that it was said to the people long ago, “You shall not
murder, and anyone who murders will be subject to judgment.” 22 But | tell
you that anyone who is angry with a brother or sister will be subject to
judgment. Again, anyone who says to a brother or sister, ‘Raca,’ is



answerable to the court. And anyone who says, ‘You fool!” will be in danger
of the fire of hell.

23 “Therefore, if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember
that your brother or sister has something against you, 24 leave your gift
there in front of the altar. First go and be reconciled to them; then come and
offer your gift.

25 “Settle matters quickly with your adversary who is taking you to court. Do
it while you are still together on the way, or your adversary may hand you
over to the judge, and the judge may hand you over to the officer, and you
may be thrown into prison. 26 Truly | tell you, you will not get out until you
have paid the last penny.

27 “You have heard that it was said, “You shall not commit adultery.” 28 But
| tell you that anyone who looks at a woman lustfully has already committed
adultery with her in his heart. 29 If your right eye causes you to stumble,
gouge it out and throw it away. It is better for you to lose one part of your
body than for your whole body to be thrown into hell. 30 And if your right
hand causes you to stumble, cut it off and throw it away. It is better for you
to lose one part of your body than for your whole body to go into hell.

) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

LSB 709 THE KING OF LOVE MY SHEPHERD IS
1  The King of love my shepherd is,
Whose goodness faileth never;
| nothing lack if | am His
And He is mine forever.



Where streams of living water flow,
My ransomed soul He leadeth

And, where the verdant pastures grow,
With food celestial feedeth.

Perverse and foolish oft | strayed,
But yet in love He sought me

And on His shoulder gently laid
And home rejoicing brought me.

In death’s dark vale | fear no ll
With Thee, dear Lord, beside me,
Thy rod and staff my comfort still,
Thy cross before to guide me.

Thou spreadst a table in my sight;
Thine unction grace bestoweth;
And, oh, what transport of delight
From Thy pure chalice floweth!

And so through all the length of days
Thy goodness faileth never;

Good Shepherd, may | sing Thy praise
Within Thy house forever!

Text: Public domain



SERMON: THE STORY, CHAPTER 12: THE TRIALS OF A KING

Pastor Jerry McNamara

CATECHISM Explanation of the Third Article

| believe that | cannot by my own reason or
strength believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or
come to Him; but the Holy Spirit has called me
by the Gospel, enlightened me with His gifts,
sanctified and kept me in the true faith.

In the same way He calls, gathers, enlightens,
and sanctifies the whole Christian Church on
earth, and keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one
true faith.

In this Christian Church He daily and richly
forgives all my sins and the sins of all
believers.

On the Last Day He will raise me and all the
dead, and give eternal life to me and all
believers in Christ.

This is most certainly true.

OUR PRAYERS



LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the
glory forever and ever. Amen.

BENEDICTION

@ The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and I« give you peace.

Amen.
CLOSING HYMN

LSB 922 GO, MY CHILDREN, WITH MY BLESSING sts. 1-2, 4
1 Go, My children, with My blessing, Never alone.
Waking, sleeping, | am with you; You are My own.
In My love’s baptismal river
| have made you Mine forever.
Go, My children, with My blessing—
You are My own.



2 Go, My children, sins forgiven, At peace and pure.
Here you learned how much | love you,
What | can cure.
Here you heard My dear Son’s story;
Here you touched Him, saw His glory.
Go, My children, sins forgiven,
At peace and pure.

4 |the Lord will bless and keep you
And give you peace,
| the Lord will smile upon you
And give you peace:
| the Lord will be your Father,
Savior, Comforter, and Brother.
Go, My children; | will keep you
And give you peace.

Text: © 1983 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005119
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