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July 5, 2026
6" Sunday
After Pentecost

The vision of Gethsemane Lutheran Church is to:

GROW UP 1n His Word,
GROW OUT 1n his Ministry,
GROW TOGETHER 1n His Love.

Pastor James Jennings
Preschool Director: Kim Perry
Administrative Assistant: Schawna Briney
Organist: Ben Harris
Elder on Duty: Fred Caton

+ PRELUDE +
+ WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS +
+ OPENING HYMN +

AMERICAN, THE BEAUTIFUL The Hymnal 572

O beautiful for spacious skies, For amber waves of grain,
For purple mountain majesties above the fruited plain!
America! America! God shed His grace on thee,

And crown thy good with brotherhood from sea to shining sea!

O beautiful for pilgrim feet, Whose stern impassioned stress
A thoroughfare for freedom beat across the wilderness!
America! America! God mend thine every flaw,
Confirm thy soul in self-control, Thy liberty in law!

O beautiful for heroes proved in liberating strife,
Who more than self their country loved, and mercy more than
life!
America! America! May God thy gold refine,
Till all success be nobleness, And every gain divine!

O beautiful for patriot dream That sees beyond the years
Thine alabaster cities gleam, Undimmed by human tears!
America! America! God shed His grace on thee,

And crown thy good with brotherhood from sea to shining sea!

by K. Bates & S. Ward: Public Domain



+ INVOCATION +

(The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.)
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In the name of the Father and of the *I- Son and of the Holy
Spirit.
Amen.

+ CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION +

Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could
stand?

But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are
feared.

Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in
prayer and praise, and receive the body and blood of our
Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first
consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one
another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed,
and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition.
Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite
mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for
the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a
sinner.

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins,
and lead us to everlasting life. Amen.

P

Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You
declared us to be Your children and gathered us into Your
one, holy Church, in which You daily and richly forgive us
our sins and grant us new life through Your Spirit. Be in our
midst, enliven our faith, and graciously receive our prayer
and praise; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.

+ SERVICE OF THE WORD +

INTROIT

P] He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High will abide in
the shadow of the Almighty.

| will say to the Lord, “My refuge and my fortress, my
God, in whom | trust.

P) Because you have made the Lord your dwelling place the
Most High, who is my refuge.

no evil shall be allowed to be-fall you, no plague come
near your tent.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy
Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be
forever. Amen.
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.



SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY

P The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

P) Let us pray. Gracious God, our heavenly Father, Your mercy
attends us all our days. Be our strength and support amid
the wearisome changes of this world, and at life’s end grant
us Your promised rest and the full joys of Your salvation;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT READING
Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion!
Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem!
behold, your king is coming to you;
righteous and having salvation is he,
humble and mounted on a donkey,
on a colt, the foal of a donkey.
19 will cut off the chariot from Ephraim
and the war horse from Jerusalem;
and the battle bow shall be cut off,
and he shall speak peace to the nations;
his rule shall be from sea to sea,
and from the River to the ends of the earth.
"1As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with
you,

Zechariah 9:9-12

| will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit.
2Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope;
today | declare that | will restore to you double.
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE Romans 7:14-25a
“We know that the law is spiritual, but | am of the flesh, sold
under sin. 1 do not understand my own actions. For | do not do
what | want, but | do the very thing | hate. ®Now if | do what | do

not want, | agree with the law, that it is good. '"So now it is no
longer | who do it, but sin that dwells within me. 8For | know that
nothing good dwells in me, that is, in my flesh. For | have the
desire to do what is right, but not the ability to carry it out. "*For |
do not do the good | want, but the evil | do not want is what |
keep on doing. ?°Now if | do what | do not want, it is no longer |
who do it, but sin that dwells within me.

21So | find it to be a law that when | want to do right, evil lies
close at hand. ?2For | delight in the law of God, in my inner being,
Zput | see in my members another law waging war against the
law of my mind and making me captive to the law of sin that
dwells in my members. ?*Wretched man that | am! Who will
deliver me from this body of death? 2Thanks be to God through
Jesus Christ our Lord!

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



ALLELUIA AND VERSE
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HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 11:25-30
P] The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eleventh
chapter.

Glory to You, O Lord.

25At that time Jesus declared, “I thank you, Father, Lord of
heaven and earth, that you have hidden these things from the
wise and understanding and revealed them to little children;
2yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. 2’All things have
been handed over to me by my Father, and no one knows the
Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the
Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.
28Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and | will give
you rest. 2Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for | am

gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.
30For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”

P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

MESSAGE
NICENE CREED
OFFERING

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT +
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LSB 208
The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times
and in all places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father,
almighty and everlasting God, for the countless blessings
You so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we
give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us when You
sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh
and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might
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not die eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead
and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him will
overcome sin and death and will rise again to new life.
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious
name, evermore praising You and singing:

SANCTUS LSB 208
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Ho-ly, ho-ly, ho-ly Lord God of Sab - a - oth a - dored;
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Heav’'n and earth with full ac-claim shout the glo-ry of Your name.

Sing ho - san-na in the high-est, sing ho-san - na to the Lord;

Tru-1ly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!

Text: Stephen P. Starke

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

P) Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for
You have had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten
Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but
have eternal life.

In Your righteous judgment You condemned the sin of Adam
and Eve, who ate the forbidden fruit, and You justly barred
them and all their children from the tree of life. Yet, in Your
great mercy, You promised salvation by a second Adam,
Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, and made His cross a life-
giving tree for all who trust in Him.

We give You thanks for the redemption You have prepared
for us through Jesus Christ. Grant us Your Holy Spirit that
we may faithfully eat and drink of the fruits of His cross and
receive the blessings of forgiveness, life, and salvation that
come to us in His body and blood.

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us:

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.



THE WORDS OF OUR LORD

P) Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed,
took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My I« body,
which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when
He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it,
all of you; this cup is the new testament in My I~ blood, which
is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as
you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

PAX DOMINI
P] The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
AGNUS DEI LSB 210
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Have mer - cy on us, Lord, we  pray.
And grant us peace, (0] Lord, we pray.

Text: Stephen P. Starke

GOD OF OUR FATHERS The Hymnal 573

God of our fathers, whose almighty hand
Leads forth in beauty all the starry band
Of shining worlds in splendor through the skies:
Our grateful songs before your throne arise.

Your love divine has led us in the past;
In this free land by you our lot is cast;
Oh, be our ruler, guardian, guide, and stay;
Your Word our law, your paths our chosen way.

From war's alarms, from deadly pestilence
Make your strong arm our ever sure defense.
Your true religion in our hearts increase;
Your bounteous goodness nourish us in peace.

Refresh your people on their toilsome way;

Lead us from night to never-ending day;

Fill all our lives with heav'n-born love and grace
Until at last we meet before your face.
Public Domain
THIS IS MY SONG (to the hymntune Finlandia (LSB752)

This is my song, O God of all the nations,

a song of peace for lands afar and mine;
this is my home, the country where my heart is;
here are my hopes, my dreams, my holy shrine:

but other hearts in other lands are beating



with hopes and dreams as true and high as mine.

My country’s skies are bluer than the ocean,
and sunlight beams on cloverleaf and pine;
but other lands have sunlight too, and clover,
and skies are everywhere as blue as mine:
O hear my song, thou God of all the nations,
a song of peace for their land and for mine.

May truth and freedom come to every nation;
may peace abound where strife has raged so long;
that each may seek to love and build together,

a world united, righting every wrong;

a world united in its love for freedom,
proclaiming peace together in one song.”

*Third stanza by Georgia Harkness. St. 3 © 1964 Lorenz Publishing Co.
Sts, 1, 2 © 1934, 1962 Lorenz Publishing Co.

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You
have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore
You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through
the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one
another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.

BENEDICAMUS LSB 212
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

BENEDICTION
P) The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and *1- give you peace.
Amen.

+ CLOSING HYMN +

BATTLE HYMN OF THE REPUBLIC The Hymnal 569

Mine eyes have seen the glory of the coming of the Lord;
He is trampling out the vintage where the grapes of wrath are
stored;

He hath loosed the fateful lightning of this terrible swift sword;
His truth is marching on.

Glory! Glory! Hallelujah! Glory! Glory! Hallelujah!
Glory! Glory! Hallelujah! His truth is marching on.

| have seen Him in the watch-fires of a hundred circling camps;

They have builded Him an altar in the evening dews and damps;

| can read the righteous sentence by the dim and flaring lamps;
His day is marching on.

Glory! Glory! Hallelujah! Glory! Glory! Hallelujah!
Glory! Glory! Hallelujah! His truth is marching on.



He has sounded forth the trumpet that shall never call retreat;
He is sifting out the hearts of men before His judgment seat;
O be swift, my soul, to answer Him; be jubilant, my feet!
Our God is marching on.

Glory! Glory! Hallelujah! Glory! Glory! Hallelujah!
Glory! Glory! Hallelujah! His truth is marching on.

In the beauty of the lilies Christ was born across the sea,
With a glory in His bosom that transfigures you and me;
As He died to make men holy, let us die to make men free,
while God is marching on.

Glory! Glory! Hallelujah! Glory! Glory! Hallelujah!
Glory! Glory! Hallelujah! His truth is marching on.

+ POSTLUDE +

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

Divine Service, Setting Four from Lutheran Service Book

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible,
English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of
Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2026 Concordia Publishing House.

What’s Happening @ Gethsemane

Bird’s-Eye view of the Bible
~Creat : »

: E:;ZRFSZZ : Sunday Morning Bible Classes @ 10:15 a.m.
g

AP o Stay for coffee and cookies after the 9 a.m.
worship service then join a Bible class!

Women's Bible Study: “Bless These Lips” —
Led by Maria Keeling — Meets in the Library

- “Study the Book of Mark” — Led by Pastor
Join us as we take a James Jennings — Meets in the Life Center
“Bird’s Eye” view
of all of the books of the Bible.
Some of the basics we probably
already know and some facts
that maybe we didn’t know or think of! Fam“y Night Dinner
Join us for dinner on
Wednesdays, from FAMILY NIGHT
now through July 29t E 0" W
at 5:30pm in the Life e “
Flowers for July 5th. Center for a home-  Dinner Price: (Cash only)

cooked meal. Adults - $5
Children (ages 5 to 11) - $2

Under 5 eat FREE!

Tuesday mornings @ 10am
in the Gethsemane Library

By Renate Tannenberger in remembrance
of husband Henry.

By Darlene and James Ellison in honor of
daughter Shelia Lee on her birthday, July
2nd.

Rev. James Jennings — Pastor
Gethsemane Lutheran Church and Preschool
4040 Watonga Blvd.

Houston, TX 77092
ph: 713-688-5227
email: glchouston@sbcglobal.net
www.gethseamnelutheran.org
YouTube: @gethsemanelutheran4096
Facebook: Gethsemane Lutheran, Houston



