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Call to me and I will answer you, and will tell you great and hidden things that you have not known.  Jer 33:3

Tomorrow and Today

“Come grow old with me. The best is yet to be.”  William Wordsworth
     We have had some beautiful days this fall.  I tell people that our best weather is in April and October.  When I meet someone considering a move to Houston, I always suggest that they visit us in August and spend a week here before they make their final decision.  August can be a deal breaker.

     One Monday morning a couple of weeks ago, a few of my co-workers and I were talking in the break room.  It was the usual water cooler chit chat.  “How was the weekend?”  “Did you do anything special?”  We talked sports, how the Texans were looking especially good.  We went over the college games and, yes, we still shed a few tears over the Astros.

     While that Saturday had been rainy and cool, Sunday was fantastic, warm and sunny.  A colleague, Mike, said to us, “Wasn’t Sunday perfect?  If there could be a better day, God keeps it for himself.”

     I know Mike pretty well, and I also know that he is a believer.  It was an off-the-cuff remark that he didn’t really think about.  I know what he meant when he said that.

“But the father said to his servants, ‘Quick! Bring the best robe and put it on him. Put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet.” Luke 15:22
     When his prodigal son returned, the father was overjoyed.  Nothing was too good for his son who had finally made his way back home.  He returned as a humble, repentant young man, who was willing to accept anything his father would offer him.  Yet, he was treated as a prince.

(The master of the banquet) “ …said, (to the bridegroom) ‘Everyone brings out the choice wine first and then the cheaper wine after the guests have had too much to drink; but you have saved the best till now.’ ”John 2:10
     Jesus, at the urging of his mother, changed six jars of water into wine.  This wasn’t the “cheaper wine.”  This was the best wine.  Nothing was spared or saved until later for the guests at the wedding feast.

“If you then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!” Luke 11:13
     God doesn’t give us His leftovers. He doesn’t give us His second best. He’s proven that.  He gave us His Only Son.  He could have turned away from us, but He didn’t, and He never will. He sent us Jesus.  He gave us His Perfect Son, to do what we can’t do, so that one day soon, we will be with Him in Heaven.  Perfect.

    God’s promises are sure.  The best is yet to be.

“Now the one who has fashioned us for this very purpose is God, who has given us the Spirit as a deposit, guaranteeing what is to come.”  2 Cor 5:5
    We have so much to be thankful for.  Happy Thanksgiving, everyone!

Yours in Christ Jesus, Curtis
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       Sunday Morning Bible Classes (10:30 am)
                       “The Book of Acts”

Led by Doug Pennekamp, 

meets in the Life Center

“Peter, from Fisherman to Fisher of Men” 

 Women Only – meets in the Library

“The Book of Romans”*
                          Led by Pastor Jerry

meets in the Sanctuary

      Tuesday Morning Bible Class

Join us on Tuesday mornings at 10:00 am in the library to study God’s Word. The class is studying Luther’s Small Catechism.   Pastor Hilsabeck is the leader of this class.  Prayerfully consider making the choice to participate in the class; everyone is welcome.
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                           God Bless & Keep Our  

                Members & Friends in the Military
Freddy Mendoza (Bill & Marcia Reed’s grandson), Joshua Goldsmith (Melissa Aasgaard’s brother), Caleb Becker and Adam and Ethan Heckmann, (Joyce Heckmann’s nephews), Valarie Sparks (Don Look’s niece), Christopher Kieschnik, Courtney Sharp, Doug Yates (Cheryl Yates’ nephew), Andrew Fair (Dolores Karkoska’s nephew), Kiera Vernon, Adam Fingleman, Crystal Briones, Curtis McDonald, Erica Lewandowski (granddaughter of Ken & Pat Herbrich), Christopher Ambrose, Tala Raus (granddaughter of Charlene Raus), and Chris and Mike Handy, and Tyler Copeland (Megan & Simon Martin’s cousins and family friend) .
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Autumn Group  

The Autumn Group will meet for games and a meal on Tuesday, December 11th.  Soup, sandwiches, salads, chips, relish trays, homemade Christmas candy, desserts and wassail will be waiting for you at our holiday lunch.  We start at 10:00 am so come early to visit, play games and join everyone for the meal at noon.
     November 25th  

The Bible readings are:

Isaiah 51:4-6
Jude 20-25
Mark 13:24-37

December 2nd      

The Bible readings are:

Jeremiah 23:5-8
Romans 13:8-14
Matthew 21:1-9
2018 Church Picnic

We had another very successful picnic this year.  We had over 200 people attend.
We raised over $1,600 for missions.  A special thanks to Maria Keeling for overseeing the silent auction this year.  Also I would like to thank all who donated items and all who bid on those items.

Thanks again to David Elsner and his wonderful cook team for the delicious BBQ.  Thanks to Wayne Jones for his famous beans.

A very special thanks to Tanoa Parker, for serving all the desserts and for the many other behind the scene things she did to help make the picnic a success.  Also, thanks to Sharon Gersch who helped in so many ways people thought she was in charge.

Thanks to all the women of the church who made potato salad, slaw, and desserts

It takes a village to make things a success, and our Gethsemane family is the best village I have ever known.  I could not mention every name without leaving someone out unintentionally.  Just know that we are all so blessed by each other.  

Cathy Schreiber 
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The following people are experiencing problems with their health – Lois Dobson, Tim Barnett, Herta Adams, Renate Tannenberger, Fred Gallard, Gertrude Fritsche, Jerry Vicento, Francisco Briones, MaryAnne Lee, Mary Haneline, Doris & Fritz Warncke, Sue Binford, Ella Vernon, Joe Green, Barbara Marburger, Bernice Wolff, Stacy Mooney, Edith Dees, Carmen Bartarse, Evelyn Gersch, Maria Salazar, Mark Chase, Harold Gascamp, and Caleb Zirpel. 

Please pray for the following seven families of our congregation:
  

Week of November 25th     

Nelda Keilers
Brandt & Laura Kelley; Kaitlin, Brooke, Taylor

    and Ryan
Douglas Kelley
Farrell Kelley
Len & Jan Kelley
Melanie Kelley
Travis Kelley
And the next seven families of our congregation for whom we ask your prayers the following week are:
Week of December 2nd        

Clint & Megan Kettler; Bryce & Liam
Cody Kettler
Steve & Jay Jay Kettler
Chris & Stephanie Kieschnik
Ron & Anne Kieschnik
Johnnie Kolkhorst
Denise Konvicka
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The church office will be closed

November 22nd & 23rd for the

Thanksgiving holidays.
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Please consider purchasing a poinsettia that will grace the chancel in a poinsettia Christmas tree behind the altar.  Approximately 65 plants are needed to complete the tree.  Order forms will be placed in the bulletins beginning December 2nd.  You may designate your gift in remembrance of or in honor of a special person(s).    The cost is $8.50 per plant with only red poinsettias available.  Payment needs to be turned in with the order form by December 16th.  Your poinsettia may be picked up after the service on Tuesday, December 25th.
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Our annual walk-a-thon fundraiser was last week, and it was a big success. I really enjoyed giving high fives and cheering on the children. We are still accepting donations to bring in some fun field-trips. We would love to have Mad Science come in the spring as well as a couple others that we had in the summer. 

We adopted two families for Christmas. Please see the trees that have gift tags. If you take a tag, please return the gift, wrapped and with the tag attached by December 10th.   We need to have all the gifts to the church office by December 10th so that we can be sure to deliver them by Dec. 14th.  Thank you so much to those of you who have already donated items to these families. 

I hope and pray you all had a wonderful Thanksgiving and are getting excited about our annual Christmas program. The children are very excited to show you the story of Jesus birth on December 9th.   I am looking forward to seeing everyone there!

In His Service

Kim Perry - Director
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Do you have a picture from a Gethsemane event?    Email it to Marissa at  mpennekamp@earthlink.net with a caption to be featured on the Gethsemane social media pages. This is a great way to show our community the events happening at Gethsemane! 
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Tie-quilts for Lutheran World Relief
Wednesday, December 5th   
9:30 am in the GLC

Everyone is welcome!

Tie Quilters in need of sheets

The quilting group is in need of more sheets.  They are looking for clean, gently used sheets with no stains or holes.    If you have sheets you can spare, please donate them to the quilters.  They will turn them into quilts for Lutheran World Relief.  If you have questions, contact Loretta Schlobohm.
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Please sign-up in the gathering area to bring three dozen cookies for everyone to enjoy with their coffee & juice between the worship service and Sunday school.  Your help with this project will be greatly appreciated!
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D 

on’t forget to save pull-tabs, and bring them to church on Sunday.  The pull-tabs benefit our local Ronald McDonald House.   Thank you!
Box Tops for Education

          Mary Oyer is collecting Box Tops for Education for Wainwright Elementary School.  She is one of the chairmen for this project at Wainwright.  Please clip the box top coupons and bring them to church.  They can be left in the collection basket in the narthex or drop them in the church office.

          This is a great way for schools to get additional funding.  Mary’s daughter, Nicole, started Kindergarten at Wainwright this year.  Any help you can give with this project is greatly appreciated.


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Gethsemane members interested in supporting a local food bank may bring donations of non-perishable food to church and leave them in the container located in the Narthex.  The collecting box is on the shelving, to the left of the flower chart.  Junelle Nittsche will take your donations to Pathways until MANNA reopens its food pantry.  Please take advantage of this opportunity to share God’s blessings with our community.

STAMPS FOR MISSIONS

Used and unusual stamps are collected by Lutheran World Relief and the proceeds from the sale of the stamps to collectors are used to cover the cost of shipping the quilts and school kits and other disaster relief materials.  If you have used and unusual stamps, please bring the stamps to the church narthex and place them in the designated box. Loretta Schlobohm will send them to the correct person.  When cutting the stamp off of the envelopes, please be sure to leave at least a ¼ inch edge all the way around the stamp.
Women of the Church
 
Next family night meal
Wednesday, November 28th 
at 5:30 pm

This is the last family night meal before the two month break.  Family night will resume February 6th.
Advent Worship

Wednesdays

7:00 pm

December 5th, 12th & 19th  

  Preschool Christmas Program 

Presented during the 9 am worship service
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Reception to follow

(No communion)
December 9th 
Installation Service for 

Rev. Jerry McNamara

Sunday at 4:00 pm

Light meal to follow

December 9th 

Candlelight Christmas Eve Worship

with communion 
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Monday at 7:00 pm

December 24th   

Christmas Day Worship

Tuesday at 10:00 am

December 25th 

New Year’s Eve Worship

Monday at 7:00 pm

December 31st
       Houston Lutheran Chorale

Adventide 2018

For unto us a child is born Isaiah 9:6

Featuring the Christmas section of Handel’s “Messiah”, John Rutter and other instrumentalists
St. Timothy Lutheran Church

14225 Hargrave Rd

Houston, TX 77070

Friday, November 30 at 7:30 pm

Memorial Lutheran Church

5810 3rd St.

Katy, Texas 77493

Saturday, December 1 at 7:30 pm

Trinity Lutheran Church

800 Houston Ave.

Houston, Texas 77007

Sunday, December 2 at 4:00 pm

Tickets are not required. Bring your family and friends to begin the 2018 Christmas season in joyous song.

The genius of generosity
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Kansas pastor Jack Wellman has been credited with the insight that “there is a certain genius in generosity.” He explains that when we open our hands — figuratively speaking — to allow something to pass through our fingers, rather than holding it with tightly clenched fists, God can give us new blessings. 

“God cannot pour more into hands that are already clinging tightly to what they hold,” says Wellman. Whether material goods or time, ideas or talents, money or energy, the gifts God has given us so generously are to be shared just as freely with others. With our hands continually open to receive, give and receive again, God’s genius cycle of generosity goes on and on.
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MANNA’S “Rise Up from the Ashes” Campaign
MANNA needs our help and support!
As you know, on Thursday, August 31, 2017    MANNA's resale store located at 1806 W. 43rd Street was burned down by an arsonist. The resale store was the main funding source to help families who are in need of food and financial assistance. Due to this horrific event, MANNA has depended on savings to continue providing for families in the community.

Thankfully a new home for the resale store became available at 3425 Couch Street (Houston -77018), and MANNA is looking forward to welcoming supporters and customers back to the store; however, renovations for the new space are estimated at $75,000.  MANNA has set a goal is to raise $25,000 to make up for the renovation cost.   Our help and support is needed in order for MANNA to reach their goal and reopen the resale shop.  100% of donations to the campaign will be used to purchase materials and cover labor costs.
When the resale store is up and running, MANNA can help more families across Houston.  In 2017 alone, MANNA fed 10,000 people which translates to 6,500 families.

A donation of even $5 will help MANNA rise up from the ashes in a triumphant way!
Contribute through MANNA’s GoFundMe site at:
www.gofundme.com/help-manna039s-resale-store

To donate with a check, make it payable to “Ministry Assistance of the Near Northwest Alliance” and mail it to the following address:
MANNA
P.O. Box 924455
Houston, TX 77292

MANNA extends their heartfelt thanks for all the support they receive. 
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