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645 BUILT ON THE ROCK

1

Built on the Rock the Church shall stand
Even when steeples are falling.
Crumbled have spires in ev’ry land;
Bells still are chiming and calling,
Calling the young and old to rest,
But above all the souls distressed,
Longing for rest everlasting.

2

Surely in temples made with hands
God, the Most High, is not dwelling;
High above earth His temple stands,
All earthly temples excelling.
Yet He who dwells in heav’n above
Chooses to live with us in love,
Making our bodies His temple.

5

Grant, then, O God, Your will be done,
That, when the church bells are ringing,
Many in saving faith may come
Where Christ His message is bringing:
“I know My own; My own know Me.
You, not the world, My face shall see.
My peace I leave with you. Amen.”

Text: Public domain

sts. 1–2, 5

(The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.)

P

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of
the Holy Spirit.

C

Amen.

P

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves,
and the truth is not in us.

C

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful
and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us
from all unrighteousness.

+ CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION +
(Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.)

P

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

C

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by
nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned
against You in thought, word, and deed, by
what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved You with our whole
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and
eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son,

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight
in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory
of Your holy name. Amen.
P

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to
die for you and for His sake forgives you all your
sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ,
and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all
your sins in the name of the Father and of the T
Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C

Amen.

HYMN OF PRAISE
GLORIA IN EXCELSIS

LSB 154

A

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His
people on earth.

C

Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God and
Father; We worship You, we give You thanks,
we praise You for Your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord
God, Lamb of God: You take away the sin of
the world; have mercy on us.

You are seated at the right hand of the Father;
receive our prayer.
For You alone are the Holy One, You alone are
the Lord,
You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.
SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY
+ SERVICE OF THE WORD +
OLD TESTAMENT READING
9

1 Kings 19:9–18 NIV

There he went into a cave and spent the night.
And the word of the Lord came to him: “What are you doing here,
Elijah?”
10
He replied, “I have been very zealous for the Lord God Almighty.
The Israelites have rejected your covenant, torn down your altars,
and put your prophets to death with the sword. I am the only one
left, and now they are trying to kill me too.”
11
The Lord said, “Go out and stand on the mountain in the
presence of the Lord, for the Lord is about to pass by.”
Then a great and powerful wind tore the mountains apart and
shattered the rocks before the Lord, but the Lord was not in the
wind. After the wind there was an earthquake, but the Lord was not
in the earthquake. 12 After the earthquake came a fire, but the Lord
was not in the fire. And after the fire came a gentle whisper.

13

When Elijah heard it, he pulled his cloak over his face and went
out and stood at the mouth of the cave.
Then a voice said to him, “What are you doing here, Elijah?”
14
He replied, “I have been very zealous for the Lord God Almighty.
The Israelites have rejected your covenant, torn down your altars,
and put your prophets to death with the sword. I am the only one
left, and now they are trying to kill me too.”
15
The Lord said to him, “Go back the way you came, and go to the
Desert of Damascus. When you get there, anoint Hazael king over
Aram. 16 Also, anoint Jehu son of Nimshi king over Israel, and
anoint Elisha son of Shaphat from Abel Meholah to succeed you as
prophet. 17 Jehu will put to death any who escape the sword of
Hazael, and Elisha will put to death any who escape the sword of
Jehu. 18 Yet I reserve seven thousand in Israel—all whose knees
have not bowed down to Baal and whose mouths have not kissed
him.”

A

This is the Word of the Lord.

C

Thanks be to God.

HOLY GOSPEL

Luke 9:18–22 NIV

P

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the ninth chapter.

C

Glory to You, O Lord.

18

Once when Jesus was praying in private and his disciples were
with him, he asked them, “Who do the crowds say I am?”

19

They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and
still others, that one of the prophets of long ago has come back to
life.”
20
“But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?”
Peter answered, “God’s Messiah.”
21
Jesus strictly warned them not to tell this to anyone. 22 And he
said, “The Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by
the elders, the chief priests and the teachers of the law, and he
must be killed and on the third day be raised to life.”

P

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

C

Praise to You, O Christ.

728 HOW FIRM A FOUNDATION

sts. 1–3, 5

1

How firm a foundation, O saints of the Lord,
Is laid for your faith in His excellent Word!
What more can He say than to you He has said
Who unto the Savior for refuge have fled?

2

“Fear not! I am with you, O be not dismayed,
For I am your God and will still give you aid;
I’ll strengthen you, help you, and cause you to
stand,
Upheld by My righteous, omnipotent hand.

3

“The soul that on Jesus has leaned for repose
I will not, I will not, desert to his foes;

That soul, though all hell should endeavor to
shake,
I’ll never, no never, no never, forsake!
5

“Throughout all their lifetime My people will prove
My sov’reign, eternal, unchangeable love;
And then, when gray hairs will their temples adorn,
Like lambs they will still in My bosom be borne.”

Text: Public domain

SERMON: THE STORY, CHAPTER 15: GOD'S MESSENGERS
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
LORD’S PRAYER

C

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and
the glory forever and ever. Amen.

BENEDICTION

P

LSB 166

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be
gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with
favor and T give you peace.

C

Amen.

sts. 1, 3
1 Rock of Ages, cleft for me, Let me hide myself in Thee;
Let the water and the blood,
From Thy riven side which flowed,
Be of sin the double cure:
Cleanse me from its guilt and pow’r.
761 ROCK OF AGES, CLEFT FOR ME

3 Nothing in my hand I bring; Simply to Thy cross I cling.
Naked, come to Thee for dress;
Helpless, look to Thee for grace;
Foul, I to the fountain fly; Wash me, Savior, or I die.
Text: Public domain
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