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802 IMMORTAL, INVISIBLE, GOD ONLY WISE sts. 1-2, 4

1 Immortal, invisible,
God only wise,
In light inaccessible
hid from our eyes,
Most blesséd, most glorious,
the Ancient of Days,
Almighty, victorious,
Thy great name we praise.

2  Unresting, unhasting,

and silent as light,

Nor wanting, nor wasting,
Thou rulest in might;

Thy justice like mountains
high soaring above

Thy clouds which are fountains
of goodness and love.

4  Great Father of glory,

pure Father of light,

Thine angels adore Thee,
all veiling their sight;

All laud we would render:
O help us to see

"Tis only the splendor
of light that hides Thee.

Text: Public domain



(The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.)

P} Inthe name of the Father and of the I~ Son and of the Holy
Spirit.

Amen.

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the
truth is not in us.

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just,

will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.

+ CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION +

(Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.)

P) Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature
sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and
by what we have left undone. We have not loved You
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors
as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and
eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in
Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

P} Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you
and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and
ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, | therefore
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of
the I Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



THIS IS THE FEAST LSB 155

This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose
blood set us free to be people of God.

This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, and honor,
blessing, and glory are His.

This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn
of all creation:

Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God and the
Lamb forever. Amen.

This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

For the Lamb who was slain has begun His reign.
Alleluia.

This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.



SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY

+ SERVICE OF THE WORD +

ESTHER 3:6—4:16

8Then Haman said to King Xerxes, “There is a certain people
dispersed among the peoples in all the provinces of your kingdom
who keep themselves separate. Their customs are different from
those of all other people, and they do not obey the king’s laws; it is
not in the king’s best interest to tolerate them. ° If it pleases the king,
let a decree be issued to destroy them, and | will give ten thousand
talents!® of silver to the king’s administrators for the royal treasury.”
10 S0 the king took his signet ring from his finger and gave it to
Haman son of Hammedatha, the Agagite, the enemy of the Jews.
1 “Keep the money,” the king said to Haman, “and do with the
people as you please.” > Then on the thirteenth day of the first
month the royal secretaries were summoned. They wrote out in the
script of each province and in the language of each people all
Haman’s orders to the king's satraps, the governors of the various
provinces and the nobles of the various peoples. These were
written in the name of King Xerxes himself and sealed with his own
ring. *Dispatches were sent by couriers to all the king’s provinces
with the order to destroy, kill and annihilate all the Jews—young and
old, women and children—on a single day, the thirteenth day of the
twelfth month, the month of Adar, and to plunder their goods.
14A copy of the text of the edict was to be issued as law in every
province and made known to the people of every nationality so they
would be ready for that day. ™ The couriers went out, spurred on by
the king’'s command, and the edict was issued in the citadel of Susa.
The king and Haman sat down to drink, but the city of Susa was
bewildered.



Esther Agrees to Help the Jews

'"When Mordecai learned of all that had been done, he tore his
clothes, put on sackcloth and ashes, and went out into the city,
wailing loudly and bitterly. 2 But he went only as far as the king’s
gate, because no one clothed in sackcloth was allowed to enter it.
31n every province to which the edict and order of the king came,
there was great mourning among the Jews, with fasting, weeping
and wailing. Many lay in sackcloth and ashes. 4 When Esther’s
eunuchs and female attendants came and told her about Mordecai,
she was in great distress. She sent clothes for him to put on instead
of his sackcloth, but he would not accept them. ®> Then Esther
summoned Hathak, one of the king’s eunuchs assigned to attend
her, and ordered him to find out what was troubling Mordecai and
why. 8So Hathak went out to Mordecai in the open square of the city
in front of the king’s gate. ” Mordecai told him everything that had
happened to him, including the exact amount of money Haman had
promised to pay into the royal treasury for the destruction of the
Jews. 8 He also gave him a copy of the text of the edict for their
annihilation, which had been published in Susa, to show to Esther
and explain it to her, and he told him to instruct her to go into the
king’s presence to beg for mercy and plead with him for her peopile.
9Hathak went back and reported to Esther what Mordecai had said.
10 Then she instructed him to say to Mordecai, " “All the king's
officials and the people of the royal provinces know that for any man
or woman who approaches the king in the inner court without being
summoned the king has but one law: that they be put to death
unless the king extends the gold scepter to them and spares their
lives. But thirty days have passed since | was called to go to the
king.” '>When Esther’s words were reported to Mordecai, ' he sent
back this answer: “Do not think that because you are in the king’s
house you alone of all the Jews will escape. '* For if you remain
silent at this time, relief and deliverance for the Jews will arise from



another place, but you and your father’s family will perish. And who
knows but that you have come to your royal position for such a time
as this?” '°> Then Esther sent this reply to Mordecai: '® “Go, gather
together all the Jews who are in Susa, and fast for me. Do not eat
or drink for three days, night or day. | and my attendants will fast as
you do. When this is done, | will go to the king, even though it is
against the law. And if | perish, | perish.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

LUKE 7:1-10
P} The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the seventh
chapter.

Glory to You, O Lord.

' When Jesus had finished saying all this to the people who were
listening, he entered Capernaum. ? There a centurion’s servant,
whom his master valued highly, was sick and about to die. ® The
centurion heard of Jesus and sent some elders of the Jews to him,
asking him to come and heal his servant. # When they came to
Jesus, they pleaded earnestly with him, “This man deserves to have
you do this, ° because he loves our nation and has built our
synagogue.” ® So Jesus went with them. He was not far from the
house when the centurion sent friends to say to him: “Lord, don’t
trouble yourself, for | do not deserve to have you come under my
roof. ” That is why | did not even consider myself worthy to come to
you. But say the word, and my servant will be healed. & For | myself
am a man under authority, with soldiers under me. | tell this one,
‘Go,’ and he goes; and that one, ‘Come,” and he comes. | say to my
servant, ‘Do this,” and he does it.” *\When Jesus heard this, he was
amazed at him, and turning to the crowd following him, he said, “| tell
you, | have not found such great faith even in Israel.” ' Then the men
who had been sent returned to the house and found the servant well.



[P] This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

850 GOD OF GRACE AND GOD OF GLORY

1  God of grace and God of glory,
On Your people pour Your pow'r;
Crown Your ancient Church’s story;
Bring its bud to glorious flow'r.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage
For the facing of this hour,
For the facing of this hour.

2 Lo, the hosts of evil round us
Scorn the Christ, assail His ways!
From the fears that long have bound us
Free our hearts to faith and praise.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage
For the living of these days,
For the living of these days.

4  Save us from weak resignation
To the evils we deplore;
Let the gift of Your salvation
Be our glory evermore.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,
Serving You whom we adore,
Serving You whom we adore.

Text: Public domain

sts. 1-2, 4

THE STORY, CHAPTER 20: THE QUEEN OF BEAUTY AND

COURAGE



APOSTLES’ CREED

| believe in God, the Father Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died and was buried.

He descended into hell.

The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of God the Father

Almighty.

From thence He will come to judge the living and

the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life I everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT +

INTRODUCTION
LORD’S PRAYER



Our Father who art in heaven,

hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD

[P)

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was
betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He
broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat;
this is My - body, which is given for you. This do in
remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and
when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying:
“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My
1« blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.
This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”



855 FOR ALL THE FAITHFUL WOMEN

1 For all the faithful women

Who served in days of old,

To You shall thanks be given;
To all, their story told.

They served with strength and gladness
In tasks Your wisdom gave.

To You their lives bore witness,
Proclaimed Your pow'’r to save.

2 We praise Your name for Esther,

the beautiful and brave

Who 'fore the king risked her life,
her peoples’ lives to save.

She heard the threat and made a plan,
a banquet she would host

She showed herself trustworthy,
while trusting God the most.

4  All praise to God the Father!

All praise to Christ the Son!
All praise the Holy Spirit,

Who binds the Church in one!
With saints who went before us,

With saints who witness still,
We sing glad Alleluias

And strive to do Your will.

Text: © 1993, 1997, 2003 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005119



BENEDICTION LSB 183

P} The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and I+ give you peace.
Amen.

921 ON WHAT HAS NOW BEEN SOWN

1 On what has now been sown
Thy blessing, Lord, bestow;
The pow'r is Thine alone
To make it sprout and grow.
Do Thou in grace the harvest raise,
And Thou alone shalt have the praise!

2 To Thee our wants are known,
From Thee are all our pow’rs;
Accept what is Thine own
And pardon what is ours.
Our praises, Lord, and prayers receive,
And to Thy Word a blessing give.

3 O grant that each of us,
Now met before Thee here,
May meet together thus
When Thou and Thine appear
And follow Thee to heav’n, our home.
E’en so, amen, Lord Jesus, come!

Text: Public domain
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