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LSB 357 O COME, O COME, EMMANUEL sts. 1, ref, 4, 6 

1 O come, O come, Emmanuel, 

And ransom captive Israel, 

That mourns in lonely exile here 

Until the Son of God appear. Refrain 
 

refrain Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

Shall come to thee, O Israel! 
 

4 O come, Thou Branch of Jesse’s tree, 

Free them from Satan’s tyranny 

That trust Thy mighty pow’r to save, 

And give them vict’ry o’er the grave. Refrain 
 

6 O come, Thou Dayspring from on high, 

And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh; 

Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 

And death’s dark shadows put to flight. Refrain 
Text: Public domain 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of 

the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

+ CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION + 



 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, 

and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful 

and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us 

from all unrighteousness. 
 

(Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.) 
 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by 

nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned 

against You in thought, word, and deed, by 

what we have done and by what we have left 

undone. We have not loved You with our whole 

heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and 

eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 

renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight 

in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory 

of Your holy name. Amen. 
 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to 

die for you and for His sake forgives you all your 



sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, 

and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all 

your sins in the name of the Father and of the T 

Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

LSB 367 ANGELS FROM THE REALMS OF GLORY sts. 1, 5 

1 Angels from the realms of glory, 

    Wing your flight o’er all the earth; 

Ye who sang creation’s story, 

    Now proclaim Messiah’s birth. Refrain 
 

REFRAIN: 

Come and worship, come and worship;  

Worship Christ, the newborn King! 
 

D 5 All creation, join in praising 

    God the Father, Spirit, Son, 

Evermore your voices raising 

    To the_eternal Three in One. Refrain 
Text: Public domain 
 

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 
 

+ SERVICE OF THE WORD + 
 



New Testament Reading: GALATIANS 4:4–5 

 4But when the set time had fully come, God sent his 

Son, born of a woman, born under the law, 5 to redeem 

those under the law, that we might receive adoption to 

sonship. 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

 

GOSPEL READING: LUKE 2:1–20 NIV 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 

second chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

 1 In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree 

that a census should be taken of the entire Roman 

world. 2 (This was the first census that took place while 

Quirinius was governor of Syria.) 3 And everyone went 

to their own town to register. 
4 So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in 

Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, 

because he belonged to the house and line of David. 5 

He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged 

to be married to him and was expecting a child. 6 While 



they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, 
7 and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She 

wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, 

because there was no guest room available for them. 
8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields 

nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. 9 An 

angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of 

the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 

But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring 

you good news that will cause great joy for all the 

people. 11 Today in the town of David a Savior has 

been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This 

will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in 

cloths and lying in a manger.” 13 Suddenly a great 

company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, 

praising God and saying, 

   14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, 

and on earth peace to those on whom his favor 

rests.” 
15 When the angels had left them and gone into 

heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go to 



Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, 

which the Lord has told us about.” 
16 So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and 

the baby, who was lying in the manger. 17 When they 

had seen him, they spread the word concerning what 

had been told them about this child, 18 and all who 

heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to 

them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these things and 

pondered them in her heart. 20 The shepherds returned, 

glorifying and praising God for all the things they had 

heard and seen, which were just as they had been told. 
  

 P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

LSB 370 WHAT CHILD IS THIS 

1 What child is this, who, laid to rest, 

    On Mary’s lap is sleeping? 

Whom angels greet with anthems sweet 

    While shepherds watch are keeping? 

This, this is Christ the king, 

Whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 

    Haste, haste to bring Him laud, 

    The babe, the son of Mary! 
 



2 Why lies He in such mean estate 

    Where ox and ass are feeding? 

Good Christian, fear; for sinners here 

    The silent Word is pleading. 

Nails, spear shall pierce Him through, 

The cross be borne for me, for you; 

    Hail, hail the Word made flesh, 

    The babe, the son of Mary! 
 

3 So bring Him incense, gold, and myrrh; 

    Come, peasant, king, to own Him. 

The King of kings salvation brings; 

    Let loving hearts enthrone Him. 

Raise, raise the song on high, 

The virgin sings her lullaby; 

    Joy, joy, for Christ is born, 

    The babe, the son of Mary! 
Text: Public domain 
 

THE STORY, CHAPTER 22: THE BIRTH OF THE KING 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

  



And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father 

Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the 

living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 

+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT + 
 

INTRODUCTION 
 



LORD’S PRAYER 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

   as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 

the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was 

betrayed, took bread, and when He had given 

thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and 

said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given 

for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
 

In the same way also He took the cup after 

supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it 

to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is 



the new testament in My T blood, which is shed 

for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as 

often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
 

 

DISTRIBUTION 
 

LSB 374 GENTLE MARY LAID HER CHILD 

1 Gentle Mary laid her child 

    Lowly in a manger; 

There He lay, the Undefiled, 

    To the world a stranger. 

Such a babe in such a place, 

    Can He be the Savior? 

Ask the saved of all the race 

    Who have found His favor. 
 

2 Angels sang about His birth, 

    Wise Men sought and found Him; 

Heaven’s star shone brightly forth 

    Glory all around Him. 

Shepherds saw the wondrous sight, 

    Heard the angels singing; 

All the plains were lit that night, 

    All the hills were ringing. 
 



3 Gentle Mary laid her child 

    Lowly in a manger; 

He is still the Undefiled 

    But no more a stranger. 

Son of God of humble birth, 

    Beautiful the story; 

Praise His name in all the earth; 

    Hail the King of glory! 
Text: Public domain 
 

 

BENEDICTION LSB 183 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be 

gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you 

peace. 

C Amen. 
 

LSB 388 GO TELL IT ON THE MOUNTAIN sts. ref–1, 3 

ref Go tell it on the mountain, 

Over the hills and ev’rywhere; 

Go tell it on the mountain 

That Jesus Christ is born! 
 



1 While shepherds kept their watching 

O’er silent flocks by night, 

Behold, throughout the heavens 

There shone a holy light. Refrain 

 

REFRAIN Go tell it on the mountain, 

Over the hills and ev’rywhere; 

Go tell it on the mountain 

That Jesus Christ is born! 
 

3 Down in a lonely manger 

The humble Christ was born; 

And God sent us salvation 

That blessèd Christmas morn. Refrain 
Text: Public domain 
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