
Welcome to Gethsemane!            Sunday, December 6, 2020 

"COME, LORD JESUS, BE OUR HOPE" Advent 3 
 

TODAY'S FOCUS 

Our Advent 2020 theme is "COME LORD JESUS!" Like the common table 

prayer, we prepare for the Lord's second coming (and our Christmas 

celebrations of Jesus' first coming).  How?  We pray for and live as Jesus is 

close to us through all circumstances.  Our focus this second Sunday of 

Advent is "COME, LORD JESUS, be our HOPE."  
 

LSB 334 O LORD, HOW SHALL I MEET YOU sts. 1, 4, 6 

1 O Lord, how shall I meet You, 

    How welcome You aright? 

Your people long to greet You, 

    My hope, my heart’s delight! 

  O kindle, Lord most holy, Your lamp within my breast 

  To do in spirit lowly All that may please You best. 
 

4 Love caused Your incarnation; 

    Love brought You down to me. 

Your thirst for my salvation 

    Procured my liberty. 

Oh, love beyond all telling, 

    That led You to embrace 

In love, all love excelling, 

    Our lost and fallen race. 



6 He comes to judge the nations, 

    A terror to His foes, 

A light of consolations 

    And blessèd hope to those 

Who love the Lord’s appearing. 

    O glorious Sun, now come, 

Send forth Your beams so cheering, 

    And guide us safely home. 
Text: Public domain 
 

INVOCATION 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

P Prepare the way of the Lord. Recalling our 

Baptism into Christ, we confess our sins to God in 

the full assurance of the gift of forgiveness by the 

mighty sacrifice of His Son. 

C O God, from the wilderness of lives disfigured 

and crushed by the devil, our own sin, and the 

sins of others, we cry out to You for the 

forgiveness of our sins, those that trouble us 

as well as those of which we are not aware. 

Restore our life and faith by Your own 



command for the sake of Your Son, Jesus 

Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
  

P Upon this, your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a 

called and ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace 

of God to all of you. And in the stead and by the command of 

my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of 

the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE: LSB 334 O LORD, HOW SHALL I MEET YOU st. 2 

2 Your Zion strews before You 

    Green boughs and fairest palms; 

And I too will adore You 

    With joyous songs and psalms. 

My heart shall bloom forever 

    For You with praises new 

And from Your name shall never 

    Withhold the honor due. 
Text: Public domain 
 

LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLE 

P Jesus Christ is the Light of the world, 

C the light no darkness can overcome. 

P Let Your light scatter the darkness 

C and illumine Your Church. 



 

WE LIGHT THE ADVENT CANDLE sts. 1–2 

1 We light the Advent candle 

And wait for Christ to come. 

With hope, we trust the promise 

That He will bring us home. 

Our hope is in our Savior 

Who wins for us God’s favor. 

We wait with growing light 

Till God makes all things right! 
 

2 We light the Advent candle 

And thank the Lord for rest. 

With peace, we know our Jesus 

Has come to be our guest. 

This peace beyond all knowing 

Within our hearts is glowing. 

We wait with growing light 

Till God makes all things right! 
Text: © 2013 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: Creative Worship License no. 110005119 

 

SALUTATION 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P Let us pray. 

Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way 

of Your only-begotten Son, that by His coming we 

may be enabled to serve You with pure minds; 

through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

+ WORD + 

 

EPISTLE Romans 8:22–25 
 

22 We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in 

the pains of childbirth right up to the present time. 23 Not only 

so, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the 

Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption to 

sonship, the redemption of our bodies. 24 For in this hope we 

were saved. But hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who 

hopes for what they already have? 25 But if we hope for what 

we do not yet have, we wait for it patiently.  
 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 



HOLY GOSPEL Luke 1:26–38 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the first 

chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

 26 In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the 

angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, 27 to a virgin pledged 

to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David. 

The virgin’s name was Mary. 28 The angel went to her and said, 

“Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you.” 
29 Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind 

of greeting this might be. 30 But the angel said to her, “Do not be 

afraid, Mary; you have found favor with God. 31 You will conceive 

and give birth to a son, and you are to call him Jesus. 32 He will be 

great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God 

will give him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign 

over Jacob’s descendants forever; his kingdom will never end.” 
 34 “How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a 

virgin?” 
 35 The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and 

the power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy 

one to be born will be called[a] the Son of God. 36 Even Elizabeth 

your relative is going to have a child in her old age, and she who 

was said to be unable to conceive is in her sixth month. 37 For no 

word from God will ever fail.” 
38 “I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to 

me be fulfilled.” Then the angel left her. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=luke+1%3A26-38&version=NIV#fen-NIV-24929a


  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

 

342 WHAT HOPE! AN EDEN PROPHESIED 

1 What hope! An Eden prophesied 

    Where tame live with the wild; 

The lamb and lion side by side, 

    Led by a little child! 
 

2 A shoot will sprout from Jesse’s stem, 

    A branch from David’s line, 

A Prince of Peace in Bethlehem: 

    The fruit of God’s design. 
 

3 As banner of God’s love unfurled, 

    Christ came to suffer loss, 

That by His death a dying world 

    Would rally to the cross. 
 

4 Come, Jesus, come, Messiah Lord, 

    Lost Paradise restore; 

Lead past the angel’s flaming sword— 

    Come, open heaven’s door. 
Text: © 1998 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 

110005119 

 



 

SERMON: COME LORD JESUS, BE OUR HOPE (ADVENT, PART 3) 
 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father 

Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and 

the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 



OUR PRAYERS 
 

+ SACRAMENT + 
 

INTRODUCTION TO COMMUNION 

LORD'S PRAYER 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

WORDS OF OUR LORD 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was 

betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, 

He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, 



eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in 

remembrance of Me.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and 

when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: 

“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in 

My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of 

sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance 

of Me.” 
 

+ DISTRIBUTION HYMN + 
 

LSB 341 LIFT UP YOUR HEADS, YE MIGHTY GATES sts. 1, 4–5 

1 Lift up your heads, ye mighty gates! 

Behold, the King of glory waits. 

The King of kings is drawing near; 

The Savior of the world is here. 

Life and salvation He doth bring; 

Therefore rejoice and gladly sing. 

To God the Father raise 

Your joyful songs of praise. 

  



4 Fling wide the portals of your heart; 

Make it a temple set apart 

From earthly use for heav’n’s employ, 

Adorned with prayer and love and joy. 

So shall your Sov’reign enter in 

And new and nobler life begin. 

To God alone be praise 

For word and deed and grace! 
 

5 Redeemer, come and open wide 

My heart to Thee; here, Lord, abide! 

O enter with Thy grace divine; 

Thy face of mercy on me shine. 

Thy Holy Spirit guide us on 

Until our glorious goal is won. 

Eternal praise and fame 

We offer to Thy name. 
Text: Public domain 
 

BENEDICTION 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to 

you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 



HWC 350  'TIS SO SWEET TO TRUST IN JESUS sts. 1, 3–4, 

1 'Tis so sweet to trust in Jesus, 

Just to take Him at His word, 

Just to rest upon His promise, 

Just to know “Thus saith the Lord.” REFRAIN 
 

REFRAIN: Jesus, Jesus, how I trust Him! 

How I've proved Him o'er and o'er! 

Jesus, Jesus, precious Jesus! 

 O for grace to trust Him more! 
 

 

3 Yes, 'tis sweet to trust in Jesus, 

Just from sin and self to cease, 

Just from Jesus simply taking 

Life and rest and joy and peace. REFRAIN 
 

4 I'm so glad I learned to trust Him, 

Precious Jesus, Savior, Friend; 

And I know that He is with me, 

Will be with me to the end. REFRAIN 
Text: Public domain 
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