Welcome to Gethsemane! Wednesday, December 9, 2020

TODAY'S FOCUS

Our Advent 2020 theme is "COME LORD JESUS!" Like the common table
prayer, we prepare for the Lord's second coming (and our Christmas
celebrations of Jesus' first coming). How? We pray for and live as Jesus is
close to us through all circumstances. Our focus this second Wednesday of
Advent is "COME, LORD JESUS, be our COMFORTER."

PRE-SERVICE CAROLS:
Hark the Herald Angels Sing, LSB 380
Silent Night, LSB 363
One Small Child, HWC 164

LSB 349 HARK THE GLAD SOUND sts. 1, 3-4
1  Hark the glad sound! The Savior comes,
The Savior promised long;
Let ev'ry heart prepare a throne
And ev’ry voice a song.

3  He comes the broken heart to bind,
The bleeding soul to cure,
And with the treasures of His grace
To enrich the humble poor.

4  Our glad hosannas, Prince of Peace,
Thy welcome shall proclaim,
And heav'n’s eternal arches ring
With Thy beloved name.

Text: Public domain



INVOCATION

In the name of the Father and of the I+ Son and of the
Holy Spirit.

Amen.

OPENING SENTENCES Genesis 12:3; Romans 4:22, 24;

John 8:56

®P) The Lord promised Abram, “I will bless those who
bless you,

and in you all the families of the earth shall be
blessed.”

P} Paul reminds us that Abraham’s faith was
“‘counted to him as righteousness.”

“It will be counted to us who believe in Him
who raised Jesus.”

P} Jesus said, “Abraham rejoiced that he would see
My day.

He saw it and was glad.”



O COME, O COME, EMMANUEL (ADVENT 2)
1 O come, O come, Emmanuel,

And ransom captive Israel,
That mourns in lonely exile here
Until the Son of God appear. REFRAIN

ref Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel Shall come to
thee, O Israel!

2 O come, Desire of nations, bind
In one the hearts of all mankind:;
Bid Thou our sad divisions cease,
And be Thyself our King of Peace. REFRAIN

3 O Abram’s son, the nations’ King,
To Thee the faithful tribute bring.
Our sins forgiv'n eternally,
A better land in heav'n we see. REFRAIN

Text (st. 3): © 2020 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: Creative Worship License no. 110005119
Text (sts. 1-2, ref): Public domain



+ READINGS +

EPISTLE READING 2 Corinthians 1:2—7
2 Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord
Jesus Christ.
3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, the Father of compassion and the God of all
comfort, *who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can
comfort those in any trouble with the comfort we ourselves
receive from God. ° For just as we share abundantly in the
sufferings of Christ, so also our comfort abounds through
Christ. ® If we are distressed, it is for your comfort and
salvation; if we are comforted, it is for your comfort, which
produces in you patient endurance of the same sufferings we
suffer. “ And our hope for you is firm, because we know that just
as you share in our sufferings, so also you share in our comfort.

GOSPEL READING Luke 1:45-50
4> Blessed is she who has believed that the Lord would fulfill
his promises to her!”
46 And Mary said: “My soul glorifies the Lord #’and my spirit
rejoices in God my Savior, 48 for he has been mindful of the
humble state of his servant. From now on all generations will
call me blessed, “°for the Mighty One has done great things for
me—nholy is his name. *° His mercy extends to those who fear
him, from generation to generation.



LSB 798 THE GOD OF ABRAHAM PRAISE sts. 1, 3,8
1 The God of Abr’ham praise,
Who reigns enthroned above;
Ancient of everlasting days
And God of love.
Jehovah, great | AM!
By earth and heav’n confessed;
| bow and bless the sacred name
Forever blest.

3 The God of Abr’ham praise,

Whose all-sufficient grace

Shall guide me all my pilgrim days
In all my ways.

He deigns to call me friend,;
He calls Himself my God.

And He shall save me to the end
Through Jesus’ blood.

8 The God who reigns on high

The great archangels sing,

And “Holy, holy, holy!” cry,
“Almighty King!

Who was and is the same
And evermore shall be:

Jehovah, Father, great | AM!
We worship Thee!”

Text: Public domain



SERMON: COME LORD JESUS, BE OUR COMFORTER

+ PRAYER +

LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

BENEDICTION

P} The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the *I-
Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless you and keep you.

Amen.



LSB 352 LET THE EARTH NOW PRAISE THE LORD  sts. 1, 4-6
1 Let the earth now praise the Lord,

Who has truly kept His word
And at last to us did send
Christ, the sinner’s help and friend.

4  As Your coming was in peace,
Quiet, full of gentleness,
Let the same mind dwell in me
Which is Yours eternally.

5 Bruise for me the serpent’s head
That, set free from doubt and dread,
| may cling to You in faith,

Safely kept through life and death.

6 Then when You will come again
As the glorious king to reign,
| with joy will see Your face,
Freely ransomed by Your grace.

Text: Public domain
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