Welcome to Gethsemane! Sunday, December 13, 2020

Third Sunday in Advent
TODAY'S FOCUS

Our Advent 2020 theme is "COME LORD JESUS!" Like the common table
prayer, we prepare for the Lord's second coming (and our Christmas
celebrations of Jesus' first coming). How? We pray for and live as Jesus is
close to us through all circumstances. Our focus this third Sunday of
Advent is "COME, LORD JESUS, be our JOY-RESTORER."

LSB 636 SOUL, ADORN YOURSELF WITH GLADNESS sts. 1-2, 6
1  Soul, adorn yourself with gladness,

Leave the gloomy haunts of sadness,
Come into the daylight’s splendor,
There with joy your praises render.

Bless the One whose grace unbounded

This amazing banquet founded,;

He, though heav’nly, high, and holy,
Deigns to dwell with you most lowly.

2 Hasten as a bride to meet Him,

And with loving rev’rence greet Him.
For with words of life immortal
He is knocking at your portal.

Open wide the gates before Him,

Saying, as you there adore Him:
Grant, Lord, that | now receive You,
That | nevermore will leave You.



Jesus, sun of life, my splendor,
Jesus, friend of friends, most tender,
Jesus, joy of my desiring,
Fount of life, my soul inspiring:
At Your feet | cry, my maker,
Let me be a fit partaker
Of this blessed food from heaven,
For our good, Your glory, given.

Text (sts. 2, 6): Public domain
Text (st. 1): © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005119

INVOCATION

P)

In the name of the Father and of the I« Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

[P)

Behold, the true light has come into the world. Let us
enter into His presence, confessing our sins and
receiving His forgiveness.

Lord God, our heavenly Father, hear us as we
confess the darkness of our waywardness and sin,
especially our reluctance or refusal to rejoice, pray,
or give thanks amid the troubles we have brought
upon ourselves. Make us truly repentant, that we
may receive the holiness of faith in our Savior
Jesus Christ, the forgiveness of our sins. Amen.



P} The true light has come. To all who receive Him, He
makes to be the children of God. Upon this, your
confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and
ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of
God to all of you. And in the stead and by the command
of my Lord Jesus Christ | forgive you all your sins in the
name of the Father and of the I Son and of the Holy
Spirit.

Amen.

LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLE

®P) Jesus Christ is the Light of the world,
the light no darkness can overcome.
P) Let Your light scatter the darkness

and illumine Your Church.

WE LIGHT THE ADVENT CANDLE sts. 1-3
1  We light the Advent candle

And wait for Christ to come.

With hope, we trust the promise

That He will bring us home.

Our hope is in our Savior

Who wins for us God’s favor.

We wait with growing light

Till God makes all things right!



2  We light the Advent candle
And thank the Lord for rest.
With peace, we know our Jesus
Has come to be our guest.
This peace beyond all knowing
Within our hearts is glowing.
We wait with growing light
Till God makes all things right!

3  We light the Advent candle
And sing with cheerful heart.
With joy, we spread the message—
A blessing to impart.
Our joy is never ending;
The Son to us is sending.
We wait with growing light
Till God makes all things right!

Text: © 2013 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: Creative Worship License no. 110005119

SALUTATION
®P) The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P) Let us pray.



Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to
lighten the darkness of our hearts by Your gracious visitation;
for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

Amen.

+ WORD +

OLD TESTAMENT READING |saiah 61:1-7
1 The Spirit of the Sovereign LORD is on me,
because the LORD has anointed me
to proclaim good news to the poor.
He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted,
to proclaim freedom for the captives
and release from darkness for the prisoners,
2 to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor
and the day of vengeance of our God,
to comfort all who mourn,
3 and provide for those who grieve in Zion—
to bestow on them a crown of beauty
instead of ashes,
the oil of joy
instead of mourning,
and a garment of praise
instead of a spirit of despair.
They will be called oaks of righteousness,
a planting of the LORD
for the display of his splendor.


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=isaiah+61%3A1-7&version=NIV#fen-NIV-18845a

4They will rebuild the ancient ruins
and restore the places long devastated;
they will renew the ruined cities
that have been devastated for generations.
> Strangers will shepherd your flocks;
foreigners will work your fields and vineyards.
® And you will be called priests of the LORD,
you will be named ministers of our God.
You will feed on the wealth of nations,
and in their riches you will boast.
"Instead of your shame
you will receive a double portion,
and instead of disgrace
you will rejoice in your inheritance.
And so you will inherit a double portion in your land,
and everlasting joy will be yours.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

INTRODUCTION TO PRESCHOOL CHRISTMAS PROGRAM VIDEO
Pastor: Since our Preschool students could not be here this year to
share an in-person Christmas program with us, our students,
families and staff all worked together to create a video featuring the
songs "Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star," "Feliz Navidad," and "Silent
Night." Please enjoy this short video!



HOLY GOSPEL John 1:6-8, 19-28

[P] The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

® There was a man sent from God whose name was
John. "He came as a witness to testify concerning that
light, so that through him all might believe. 8 He himself
was not the light; he came only as a witness to the light.

19 Now this was John’s testimony when the Jewish
leadersl@ in Jerusalem sent priests and Levites to ask him
who he was. ?° He did not fail to confess, but confessed
freely, “I am not the Messiah.”

21 They asked him, “Then who are you? Are you Elijah?”
He said, “| am not.”

“Are you the Prophet?”

He answered, “No.”

22 Finally they said, “Who are you? Give us an answer to
take back to those who sent us. What do you say about
yourself?”

23 John replied in the words of Isaiah the prophet, “| am
the voice of one calling in the wilderness, ‘Make straight
the way for the Lord.”[2

24 Now the Pharisees who had been sent %> questioned
him, “Why then do you baptize if you are not the Messiah,
nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?”


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john+1%3A6-8%2C19-28&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26064a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john+1%3A6-8%2C19-28&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26068b

26 “| baptize withld water,” John replied, “but among you
stands one you do not know. 2’ He is the one who comes
after me, the straps of whose sandals | am not worthy to
untie.”

28 This all happened at Bethany on the other side of the
Jordan, where John was baptizing.

®P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

LSB 849 PRAISE THE ONE WHO BREAKS THE DARKNESS

1

Praise the One who breaks the darkness
With a liberating light;

Praise the One who frees the pris’ners,
Turning blindness into sight.

Praise the One who preached the Gospel,
Healing ev’ry dread disease,

Calming storms, and feeding thousands
With the very Bread of peace.

Praise the One who blessed the children
With a strong, yet gentle, word,;

Praise the One who drove out demons
With the piercing, two-edged sword.

Praise the One who brings cool water
To the desert’s burning sand;

From this Well comes living water,
Quenching thirst in ev'ry land.


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john+1%3A6-8%2C19-28&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26071c

3 Let us praise the Word Incarnate,
Christ, who suffered in our place.
Jesus died and rose victorious
That we may know God by grace.
Let us sing for joy and gladness,
Seeing what our God has done;
Let us praise the true Redeemer,

Praise the One who makes us one.
Text: © 1987 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005119

SERMON: COME LORD JESUS, BE OUR JOY-RESTORER!

NICENE CREED
| believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,

the only-begotten Son of God,

begotten of His Father before all worlds,

God of God, Light of Light,

very God of very God,

begotten, not made,

being of one substance with the Father,

by whom all things were made;

who for us men and for our salvation came down from
heaven

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary



and was made man;

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered and was buried.

And the third day He rose again according to the
Scriptures

and ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of the Father.

And He will come again with glory to judge both the
living and the dead,

whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord and giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped
and glorified,

who spoke by the prophets.

And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic
Church,

| acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,

and | look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life *I+ of the world to come. Amen.

OUR PRAYERS

+ SACRAMENT +
INTRODUCTION TO COMMUNION



LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as itis in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

WORDS OF OUR LORD

P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was
betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks,
He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take,
eat; this is My *I- body, which is given for you. This do in
remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and
when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying:
“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in
My I+ blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance
of Me.”



+ DISTRIBUTION HYMN +

LSB 338 COME, THOU LONG-EXPECTED JESUS
1 Come, Thou long-expected Jesus,
Born to set Thy people free;
From our fears and sins release us;
Let us find our rest in Thee.
Israel’s strength and consolation,
Hope of all the earth Thou art,
Dear desire of ev’ry nation,
Joy of ev’ry longing heart.

2  Born Thy people to deliver;
Born a child and yet a king!
Born to reign in us forever,
Now Thy gracious kingdom bring.
By Thine own eternal Spirit
Rule in all our hearts alone;
By Thine all-sufficient merit
Raise us to Thy glorious throne.

Text: Public domain

BENEDICTION
P} The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and ~I- give you peace.
Amen.



LSB 387 JOY TO THE WORLD
1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come!
Let earth receive her King;
Let ev’ry heart prepare Him room
And heav’'n and nature sing,
And heav’'n and nature sing,
And heav’'n, and heav’'n and nature sing.

2 Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns!
Let men their songs employ,
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains
Repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat, repeat the sounding joy.

3 No more let sins and sorrows grow
Nor thorns infest the ground;
He comes to make His blessings flow
Far as the curse is found,
Far as the curse is found,
Far as, far as the curse is found.

4 He rules the world with truth and grace
And makes the nations prove
The glories of His righteousness
And wonders of His love,
And wonders of His love,
And wonders, wonders of His love.

Text: Public domain
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