WELCOME TO LENTEN MID-WEEK WORSHIP AT GETHSEMANE! Wednesday, March 17, 2021

OUR FOCUS TODAY

Our Lenten 2021 theme is "This Is A TEST!" We note twelve tests that God’s people
and even Jesus Himself faced. Today our focus is "The Test of Success." God may
allow the test of success--like He gave to Nebuchadnezzar, John the Baptist and
Jesus--to reveal to us the true state of our hearts.

LSB 435 COME TO CALVARY’S HOLY MOUNTAIN  sts. 1-3
1  Come to Calv'ry’s holy mountain,
Sinners, ruined by the fall;
Here a pure and healing fountain
Flows for you, for me, for all,
In a full, perpetual tide,
Opened when our Savior died.

2  Come in poverty and meanness,
Come defiled, without, within;
From infection and uncleanness,
From the leprosy of sin,
Wash your robes and make them white;
Ye shall walk with God in light.

3  Come in sorrow and contrition,
Wounded, impotent, and blind;
Here the quilty, free remission,
Here the troubled, peace may find.
Health this fountain will restore;
They that drink shall thirst no more.

Text: Public domain



INVOCATION

®P) Inthe name of the Father and of the I~ Son and of the
Holy Spirit.

Amen.

OPENING SENTENCES

P} O Lord, open my lips,
and my mouth will declare Your praise.
P} Make haste, O God, to deliver me;
make haste to help me, O Lord.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the
Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and
will be forever. Amen.
Praise to You, O Christ, Lamb of our salvation.
+ READINGS +
OLD TESTAMENT READING Daniel 4:19-37 NIV

19Then Daniel (also called Belteshazzar) was greatly perplexed for a time, and his
thoughts terrified him. So the king said, “Belteshazzar, do not let the dream or its
meaning alarm you.”
Belteshazzar answered, “My lord, if only the dream applied to your enemies and its
meaning to your adversaries! 2° The tree you saw, which grew large and strong, with its
top touching the sky, visible to the whole earth, 2* with beautiful leaves and abundant
fruit, providing food for all, giving shelter to the wild animals, and having nesting places
in its branches for the birds— 22 Your Majesty, you are that tree! You have become
great and strong; your greatness has grown until it reaches the sky, and your dominion
extends to distant parts of the earth.



23“Your Majesty saw a holy one, a messenger, coming down from heaven and saying,
‘Cut down the tree and destroy it, but leave the stump, bound with iron and bronze, in
the grass of the field, while its roots remain in the ground. Let him be drenched with the
dew of heaven; let him live with the wild animals, until seven times pass by for him.’
24“This is the interpretation, Your Majesty, and this is the decree the Most High has
issued against my lord the king: 2° You will be driven away from people and will live
with the wild animals; you will eat grass like the ox and be drenched with the dew of
heaven. Seven times will pass by for you until you acknowledge that the Most High is
sovereign over all kingdoms on earth and gives them to anyone he wishes. 26 The
command to leave the stump of the tree with its roots means that your kingdom will be
restored to you when you acknowledge that Heaven rules. 2’ Therefore, Your Majesty,
be pleased to accept my advice: Renounce your sins by doing what is right, and your
wickedness by being kind to the oppressed. It may be that then your prosperity will
continue.”
The Dream Is Fulfilled
28 All this happened to King Nebuchadnezzar. 2° Twelve months later, as the king was
walking on the roof of the royal palace of Babylon, 3° he said, “Is not this the great
Babylon | have built as the royal residence, by my mighty power and for the glory of my
majesty?”
31 Even as the words were on his lips, a voice came from heaven, “This is what is
decreed for you, King Nebuchadnezzar: Your royal authority has been taken from you.
32You will be driven away from people and will live with the wild animals; you will eat
grass like the ox. Seven times will pass by for you until you acknowledge that the Most
High is sovereign over all kingdoms on earth and gives them to anyone he wishes.”
33 Immediately what had been said about Nebuchadnezzar was fulfilled. He was driven
away from people and ate grass like the ox. His body was drenched with the dew of
heaven until his hair grew like the feathers of an eagle and his nails like the claws of a
bird.
34 At the end of that time, I, Nebuchadnezzar, raised my eyes toward heaven, and my
sanity was restored. Then | praised the Most High; | honored and glorified him who
lives forever.
His dominion is an eternal dominion;

his kingdom endures from generation to generation.
35 All the peoples of the earth are regarded as nothing.



He does as he pleases with the powers of heaven and the peoples of the earth.

No one can hold back his hand or say to him: “What have you done?”

36 At the same time that my sanity was restored, my honor and splendor were returned
to me for the glory of my kingdom. My advisers and nobles sought me out, and | was
restored to my throne and became even greater than before. 3" Now |,
Nebuchadnezzar, praise and exalt and glorify the King of heaven, because everything
he does is right and all his ways are just. And those who walk in pride he is able to
humble.

L] O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

HOLY GOSPEL Luke 10:1—-4, 17-20 NIV

LAfter this the Lord appointed seventy-two others and sent them two by
two ahead of him to every town and place where he was about to go. 2He
told them, “The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of
the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field. 2 Go! | am
sending you out like lambs among wolves. 4 Do not take a purse or bag or
sandals; and do not greet anyone on the road.

17The seventy-two returned with joy and said, “Lord, even the demons
submit to us in your name.”
18 He replied, “| saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven. '° | have given you
authority to trample on snakes and scorpions and to overcome all the power
of the enemy; nothing will harm you. 2° However, do not rejoice that the
spirits submit to you, but rejoice that your names are written in heaven.”

P} O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

RESPONSORY
P} Deliver me, O Lord, my God, for You are the God of my
salvation.



Rescue me from my enemies, protect me from
those who rise against me.

P} InYou, O Lord, do | put my trust, leave me not, O Lord,
my God.

Rescue me from my enemies, protect me from
those who rise against me.

P} Deliver me, O Lord, my God, for You are the God of my
salvation.

Rescue me from my enemies, protect me from
those who rise against me.

LSB 506 GLORY BE TO GOD THE FATHER sts. 1-2, 4
1  Glory be to God the Father,
Glory be to God the Son,
Glory be to God the Spirit:
Great Jehovah, Three in One!
Glory, glory
While eternal ages run!

2  Glory be to Him who loved us,
Washed us from each spot and stain;
Glory be to Him who bought us,
Made us kings with Him to reign!
Glory, glory
To the Lamb that once was slain!



4  Glory, blessing, praise eternal!
Thus the choir of angels sings;
Honor, riches, pow’r, dominion!
Thus its praise creation brings.
Glory, glory,
Glory to the King of kings!

Text: Public domain

MESSAGE THIS IS A TEST! PART 9: "THE TEST OF SUCCESS"
+ PRAYERS +

LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.



LSB 781 WE GIVE THEE BUT THINE OWN sts. 1-2
1 We give Thee but Thine own,
Whate’er the gift may be;
All that we have is Thine alone,
A trust, O Lord, from Thee.

2 May we Thy bounties thus
As stewards true receive
And gladly, as Thou blessest us,
To Thee our firstfruits give!

Text: Public domain

BENEDICTION

P] The grace of our Lord I~ Jesus Christ and the love of God and
the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

Amen.

TO GOD BE THE GLORY sts. 1, ref, 2, ref, 5, final ref

1 To God be the glory, great things He has done,

So loved He the world that He gave us His Son.
Who yielded His life an atonement for sin
And opened the life-gate that all may go in. REFRAIN

ref Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, Let the earth hear His

voice!

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, Let the people rejoice!
O come to the Father, through Jesus the Son,

And give Him the glory, great things He has done!



ref

To God be the glory, great mercy He’s shown:

He saved us and cleansed us and made us His own;
Renewed by the Spirit, reborn from above,

That we might be justified by His rich love! REFRAIN

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, Let the earth hear His

voice!

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, Let the people rejoice!
O come to the Father, through Jesus the Son,

And give Him the glory, great things He has done!

To God be the glory, great things He has done,
Our lives have been touched by the light of His Son—
Called out of the darkness of death and despair;

Made priests in His kingdom, His deeds to declare.
FINAL REFRAIN

FINAL REFRAIN

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, Let the earth hear His
voice!

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, Let the people rejoice!
Sing praise to the Father, sing praise to the Son,

Sing praise to the Spirit—our God, Three in One!

Text (sts. 2, 5, ref 5): © 1996 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: CCLI no.
1470932. Text (sts. 1, ref 1-4): Public domain
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